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THE 


I S now full ten years, fines 


P R E FACE. 
the infinitely wiſe and good 


4 
[ God, in the courſe of his 


over-ruling providence, was pleaſed to 
viſit me with afflictions which pro- 
duced ſuch melancholy thoughts in 
me, that if they had continued might 
have proved fatal to my health. But 
becauſe things paſt — be amended 
by ſorrow or complaint, Iaccounted it a 
part of wiſdom to compaſe. the diſ- 
order of my mind, by applying my 
thoughts ta things more agreeable. 
And — from my tender years 
had been delighted with nothing 
more than the ſtudy of hiſtory, phi- 
loſophy and political government, I 
ſoon concluded that one of theſe 
would be very much conducing ta 


my | aa purpoſe and recreation. 
A 2 And 


And whilſt 1 was deliberating 
wth my ſelf about the choice, 
I was deſired by ſome good friends 
to ſer down in writing ſuch poli- 
tical thoughts as I had at ſeveral 
times communicated to them. Partly 
therefore for my own ſake, and partly 
for the ſatisfaction of thoſe to whom 
I owed the greateſt deference, I un- 
dertook,, among other things, to con- 
ſider the fundamental maxims of the 
republic of Holland and A * 
land. 1 
Theſe thoughts en pi in 
haſte, and without the leaſt orna- 
ment of language, I cauſed to be 
tranſcribed for the uſe of thoſe friends 
__ who had prevailed: with me; to write 
them, and of ſome others, who hav- 
ing a part in the government of our 
native country, ſtand obliged to pro- 
mote the publick welfare, and conſe- 
quently to enquire into the means con- 
ducing to that end. And 1 doubted 
not that if any thing ſet down in 
thoſe papers ſhould be eſteemed ſer- 
viceable to my country, they would 
upon 


n. PRE TAE 
upon oceaſion offer' d, make uſe of 
it to advance the publick intereſt. 

But contrary tomy expeRation, a copy 


of this rough and imperfect draught, 


fell into the hands of thoſe, who with- 
out my knqwledge gave it to a printer, 
in order to be publiſhed to the world. 
And this found to be done by 
perſons of an eminent character, who 
not only condeſcended to peruſe my 
papers, but alſo to ſtrike out ſome 
things and to add divers others, in par- 
cular the 29th and zoth chapters of 


that edition, treating of the reaſons 


why the liberty enjoyed in Holland 
fince the death of the prince of 
Orange hath produced no more good; 

and what publick advantages have 
already riſen from the free govern- 


ment. And indeed the ſtile of theſe 


additions, as well as the ſubject, 
plainly diſcovers, that whatever had 
been altered, added or diminiſhed, 
was done by perſons of ſo great and 


2 knowledge of all affairs re- 


ating to the united Metherlands and 


8 of Holland, that they 
A 3 ſeem 


* 
v. 
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The PREFACE. 
ſeem to have tranſacted all. thoſe 
things themſelves, or at leaſt to have 
been the fprincipal perſons concern'd 
in them. | e's a 

But when the printer, in hopes of 
more profit, had ſurreptitiouſly re- 
printed this imperfect work, which 
was never deſigned for the preſs, I 
reſolved carefully to review it, to 
make divers additions, and to reduce 
the whole into a better order; and 


having kept it by me about nine years 


(the full time preſcribed by one of the 
moſt judicious among the antients) 
to print and publiſh it to the world. 
And becauſe the additions above- 
mentioned have been highly eſteemed 
by many, and are accounted by me 
to be of great moment, I ſhall incor- 
porate them without alteration in 
this impreſſion, which I own. exclu- 


five of all other, and inſert them in 


the fifth and. fixth chapters of the 
third part. I ſhall likewiſe omit all 
ſuch matters as were expunged, out 
of the fangular deference I owe to: the 


judgment 


Nonumque prematur in annum, Hor. 
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judgment of thoſe who did me that 


favour. 

To the truth of this I think my 
ſelf obliged to add, that I was never 
diſobliged by any monarch, prince, 
or great lord, much leſs by any of the 
family of Orange: neither have I 
ever received any particular favour 
from the governours of any free ſtate, 
or deſire any. So that it would be an 
apparent deviation from truth to af- 
firm, that this work was undertaken 
with a deſign either to flatter the gover- 
nours of this great and powerful com- 
monwealth, or to diſhonour the me- 
mory of the princes of Orange, who 
were formerly captains general and 
ſtadtholders of theſe provinces. As if 
my intention had been only to ſhew 
that the monarchieal adminiſtration 
of thoſe princes was more - prejudicial 


to Holland, than that of any other 


Could have been. 


On the (contrary, the * of 
my country, which 1 value above all 
human concernments, was the only 
11 I had in view when I wrote 
0 theſe 
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theſe papers. I am no ſlaviſh cour- 
tier, who can, be unconcerned for the 
welfare of his country, and learns 
to ſpeak or be filent, as beſt pleaſes 

his maſter. I am a. true Hollander 
wWuho always calls a /pade a ſpade, and 
hates all indirect paths. That I might 
therefore be in ſome meafure fervice- 
able to my country and friends, and 
like a good citizen inſtru ſuch as 
perhaps have leſs experience, J have 
endeavoured to inquire into the true 
Intereſt and maxims of our republick, 
and to follow the thread of truth to 
the utmoſt of my power. 
And fince all men know that the 
preſervation and proſperity of a 
country depends upon ſuch a go- 
vernment as is conſiſtent with it- 
ſelf; and reaſon informs us, that 
the welfare of Holland is founded 
upon manufactures, fiſhery, trade 
and navigation, I think myſelf obli- 
ged particularly to conſider thoſe 
means of ſubſiſtance and pillars of 
the ſtate, with - ſome obſervations 
"upon the-late government of a ſtadt- 
8 2 holder 
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holder and captain general, which 
ſome ignorant and miſtaken Hollau- 
ders ſtill deſire. el 

This did at firſt bring me under 
ſome uneaſineſs, becauſe theſe united 
Wetherlands, and particularly the 


province of Holland and Weſt-Prief- 


land, having had no other ſtadthol- 
ders and captains general, except the 
princes of Orange and Maſſau, I 
doubted not that many ignorant and 
diſaffected perſons, more inclined to 
the increaſe of a prince's: power, than 
to the freedom and proſperity of their 
country and - themſelves, would not 
fail to ſay, that I had written this 
treatiſe with no other deſign than to 
traduce and calumniate thoſe illuſtri- 
ous houſes. - But when I conſidered, 
that no difficulties ought to diſcourage 
a man from performing his duty, 
and that ill men, as well as ill things, 


were to be * reſiſted, I reſolved to 
go on, without any regard to thoſe 
who had always oppoſed the. liberty 
of this country, and to write for the 
Tu ne cede malis, ſed contra audientior ito. Virg. 


ix 


De PREFACE. 


common good, tho great names ſhould 
happen to be concerned. 

At leaſt I may juſtly ſay, that in 
all that I have written either for my 
ſelf, or my friends of the magiſtracy 
and others, touching theſe weighty 
matters, I have always avoided and 
abhorred the flatteries of ſome writers, 
which I think not only deſtructive to 

nations, but to reaſon itſelf ;, and 
could never offer violence to my judg- 
ment, or ſlaviſhly lay aſide my pen. 
For a good man ought in due time 
and place to ſpeak the truth in the 
cauſe of his country, tho with the 
hazard of his life. 
I conceive the publication of theſe 
papers cannot be blamed, unleſs by 
thoſe, who maintain the mailing 
2 of the princes of Orange to 
have been ſo great in Holland and 
Weſt-Friefland, that the ſhadow of 
it ſtill remaining among us, ought to 
be ſufficient to deter all men from 
writing any thing againſt the intereſt 
1 of that power, or to the diſadvant 
| of any perſons of that . tho 


in 
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in other reſpects highly 2 to 
the publick ſervice. 

But if this were our caſe, we might 
confeſs, that no country ever fell into 
greater ſlavery than Holland lay un- 
der during the ſervice and government 
of thoſe princes. Which I conceive 
our greateſt admirers of monarchical 
government will not allow, becauſe 
they uſed to extol the ſaid princes for 
aſliting the ſtates to reſiſt the king 
of Spain, in order to deliver this coun- 
try from oppreſſion, and not to exalt 
themſelves into his place; comparing 
_— to Virginius Rufus, who ba- 
ving ſuppreſſed the tyranny of V inder, 
by ired only the following words tob 


engraven on his monument; 


Here lies Virg. Rufus, who expel/ d 
the tyrant, not for Singel, but 
For bis country. 


Prince Mlliam and his fon might 
in like manner have commanded their 
heirs to cauſe this their immortal at- 

chievement 
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chievement to be engraven on theit 
tomb, - | | 


Here lies .. .. . who aſſiſted to de- 

end his country againſt our ear! 

Philip II. king of Spain, in or- 

der to deliver us from ſervitude, 
and not to be our maſter 


if the ſtates peneral had not order'd 
more words to be added, tho' to the 
ſame effect, which may be ſeen upon 
a marble monument erected at Delf# 
1620. | 

- But becauſe I truſt my country will 
not ſuffer herſelf to be brought under 
the like intolerable ſervitude, at leaſt 
not in this age, I have preſumed to 
ſpeak of the true intereſt and maxims 
of Holland as far as I thought nee-:{- 
ſary. And this after the conſidera- 
tion and mature deliheration of divers 
years, Ih ave delivered to be printed, 
not without the knowledge and al- 
lowance of my. natural ſuperiors, the 


ſtates of Holland and Weſt Friefland. 
| I 
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I have always been, and ſtill con- 


tinue to be a lover of the princes of 
Orange, both as they were men, and 
as far as their actions might tend to 
the advantage of Holland and the reſt 
of the United Provinces. I willingly 
acknowledge that prince William the 
firſt, with his ſons Maurice and 
Henry, baye generally been eſteemed 
in theſe countries as men endued with 
noble and princely -virtues, and ble- 
miſhed with few monarchical vices. - 
For hiſtory informs us that prince La Fig. : 
William I. in the 11th year of his . 

age, by the laſt will of Rene de Chaa- Vas 
lone, became heir to all his vaſt poſ- 
ſeſſions : that at twelve he was placed 

by his father in the ſervice of the em- 
peror Charles V. as his page, in order 

to ſecure that great inheritance — 
himſelf, by complying in the point 

of religion, and getting the favour of 

the emperor. Ey this means he be- 
came ſo acceptable to Charles, that 

he found no difficulty to take poſſeſ- 

ſion of thoſe great revenues in due 


time. We are alſo told that he car- 
ried 
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ried himſelf with much prudence and 


evenneſs of temper as well in adyerſity 


as proſperity ; that he had a good 3 


underſtanding, a tenacious memory, 
and a magnanimous ſpirit; was not 
at all inſolent, but rather modeſt: af- 
fable, and of eaſy acceſs, by which 
he gained the good- will of all forts of 
men. In ſhort, we are inform' d that 
he was a perſon of few words, and 


knew very well how to 8 both 


his thoughts and his paſſions, tho he 
deſigned to purſue them with the 
utmoſt conſtancy, He is faid to | 
have been neither cruel nor covetous ; 
not waſting his time in gaming or 
hunting, but on the contrary, free 


from moſt of thoſe vices that reign in | 


the courts of princes, 

Concerning prince Maurice the 
hiſtorians of that time ſay, that his 
elder brother Phil; p then living, and 
by virtue of the will of Rene 4 Chan 
lons, as well as in the right of his 
mother, and that of primogeniture, 


' claiming the inheritance of his father, 


a8 neceſſarily devolved to him, he fa 


ST, 4s acquainted 


The PREFACE. 
acquainted himſelf during the troubles 
of the Wetherlands, with all manly 
and 2 exetciſes, that he became 
a perſon of great ability. And tho” 
at the death of his father he exceeded 
not the age of 17 years, had no ſums 
of money in ſtock, ſaw his father's 
eſtate encumbred with many and great 
debts, and his own affairs as well as 
thoſe of theſe countrics in a very low 
condition; yet being naturally of 
great penetration and ſagacity, pru- 
dent, frugal and laborious, he over- 
came all thoſe difficulties, and was 
not blemiſhed with many court vices; 
vot delighting in muſick, dancing, 
hunting, gluttony or drinking. 

As to prince Henry, his elder bro- 
thers Philip and Maurice were heirs 
to the paternal eſtate and lordſhips 
which his father left, and the latter 
poſſeſſed all the great offices of prince 
William in this country (except the 
ſtadtholderſhip of Frieſtand and Gro- 
ingen, which fell to his nephew 
William Lodowick) fo that there was 


little appearance during his youth, 
| that 


that he ſhould ever have been advan- 


ced to thoſe honours he attained to, 
and therefore it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, that the courtiers had little rea- 
{on to corrupt him in his education. 
This prince was forty years of age 


| before he was advanced from the 


command of colonel of the horſe, to 
take poſſeſſion of the great offices, or 
rather monarchical power that had 
been introduced by ways of violence 
into the government of Guelderland, 
Holland, Utrecht, and Overyſſel; 5a 2 
might have learned by the conſpiracy 
which had been formed againſt his 
brother upon thoſe ee that 


the ſovereign power of theſe provinces. 


might be ſooner and more certainly 
obtained by real or at leaſt ſeeming 
virtues, than by opening force and 
avowed vices ; becauſe the legal ma- 
giſtrates and the inhabitants of theſe 
countries had not yet been accuſtom- 
ed to commend all the vices and ble- 
miſhes of princes for virtues, 'Tis 
therefore ſaid in praiſe of prince 
Henry, that he was aftable and cour- 

___teoug 
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teous, of a good underſtanding and 
great application to buſineſs; and 
uſed not to miſpend his time in the 
FX pleaſures and luxury ſo common in | 
courts. And theſe three princes ha- | 
ving had a better education, and a 
more free and uſeful converſation | 
with ' men than other monarchs and 
princes uſually have, they became 
more commendable and better mo- 
narchs and princes, than they would 
otherwiſe have been. 

And if, notwithſtanding. all this, 
any one will go about to aſperſe the 
lives, ſervices and government of theſe 
deſerving monarchs, as if they were Hoof. 


common; and maintain that prince War 


William I. was much addicted to 
drinking after the German manner; 
if they ſhould accuſe him of inconti- 
nency and riot in keeping ſuch a court 
as very much impaired his eſtate, in 
order to procure creatures to favour 


his ambitious defi = ; whilſt preſſed 


by ambition on one fide, and want 
on the other, he uſed all kind of arts 
to make himſelf lord of theſe pro- 
| 3 vinces, 
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vinces, in prejudice to the king of 9 
Spain, whoſe right he who was as | | 
ſtadtholder ſtood obliged to main- 4 
tain, or elle to lay wi his commiſ- 8 
fon, fomenting our inteſtine difor- | 2 
ders, that he might render himſelf 
ſovercign of all the Netherlands, and | 
more eſpecially of thoſe parts which | 
were under his own government, 

And tho' this might be excuſed by | 
ſaying, that * illuſtrious anibiffon, | | 
accompanied with poverty, may vio- | 
late laws and equity : yet his three 5 
ſons Philip, Maurice, and Henry, | 
can hardly be juſtified, who mutu- 
ally engaged in the year 1609 to take 
poſſeſſion of their paternal and ma- 
ternal eſtates, and to divide them 
equally, with the excluſion of all 
their ſiſters and creditors, who had 
any juſt pretences upon their father's 

eſtate. 

Neither can theſe hardſhips be ex- 
cuſed or removed, by alledging that 
at the inſtance * theſe princes, the 

ſtates 


* Si violandum eſt jus, regnandi cauſa violan- 


dum eſt. 3 
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ſtates of the United Provinces were 
moved to allow their ſiſters an annual 
penſion, and the creditors of the fa- 


ther recommended to the ſame ſtates 


for payment. For we cannot from 
hence infer any great virtues of theſe 
princes, but only the goodneſs, gene- 
roſity, and bounty of the ſtates gene- 
ral, and eſpecially of the ſtates of 


| Holland and Weſjt-Friefland. 


But to return, if it be ſaid that 
prince Maurice was not only ſcanda- 


louſly incontinent, but withal ſo am- 


bitious, that forgetting what he ow'd 


xix 


to the province of Holland, and to 


the beſt patriots in the Leiceſtrian 


times, who next under God was the 


principal cauſe of his ſafety and future 
greatneſs, he took away his life in a 
a moſt unwarrantable manner, and 
contrary to the laws of that pro- 
vince. 

Lafily, If any man ſhould accuſe 
prince Henry of ſhameful lewdneſs, 
and affirm that when he had rn 
ted the vaſt poſſeſſions of his two 
brothers, and been advanced to all 

b 2 thoſe 
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thoſe great and profitableoffices which 
prince Maurice had enjoyed, he be- 
came riotouſly profuſe and extrava- 
gant in his expences : that he mani- 


ny occaſions, by aſſuming much 


=. 
_ 
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more power than ever had been con- 
ferred on him, intruding himſelf into | 
the ſtadtholderſhip of Groningen in | 
the year 1640, and wreſting the ſur- 
vivorſhip of that of Frieſland from 


his own nephew count William; 
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feſted his inſatiable ambition on ma- 


. 
4 

oo 
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more eſpecially by taking the field f 
for ſo many years together with vaſt | 


armies, at a prodigious expence, to 


queſt, tho' to the prejudice and op- 


make his own name famous by con- 


preſſion of Holland ; and this in or- | 


der to make himſelf or his ſon ſove- | 


reign of theſe provinces. I fay, if 


ſuch things ſhould be ſaid, ſome men 
would return the following anſwer. 


Such accuſers ought to know that 
the princes of Orange, who are men 
and not angels, ſhould not be blamed 
tor {ſuch faults as are common to all 
men, or at leaſt to thoſe of great 


Du. birth, 
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birth, together with all ſuch as are 
advanced to the greateſt dignities. 
Inferior lords uſually and without 
ſcruple take poſſeſſion of their pater- 
nal eſtates without paying any debts; 
and all young and healthy men are 
violently inclined to women. Be- 
ſides, tis not juſt to require modera- 
tion in the ſons of princes; and in- 
deed two of theſe having either ne- 
ver married at all, or not till they 
arrived to a conſiderable age, could 
not be guilty of ſo great a crime as if 
they had been engaged in marriage. 

As to the profuſion and exceſs of 
drinking uſed in their court, to the 
great diminution of its revenues, tis 
a thing ſo univerſally practiſed, eſpe- 
cially in the Northern parts, that 
none of theſe princes ought to be 
ſo much blamed for it, as prince 
Maurice deſerves to be commended 
for the frugality and ſobriety of his 
family. 

And we have no reaſon to wonder 
at the ingratitude of the ſaid prince, 


but on thaycontrary ought rather to 
0-2 wonder 


xxii 


Be PREF ACHE: 


wonder that any wiſe man, after he 
has obliged princes in the higheſt 
manner, ſhould expect any better re- 
compence, ſince reaſon and experi- 
ence, with all the hiſtories of antient 
and modern times, do unanimouſly 


teach us, that no other rewards are to 


be expected from kings and princes 
for extraordinary ſervices. For prin- 
ces being perſuaded that their inferiors 


are always bound to do them much 


more ſervice than they perform, it 


would be a rare and unexampled 


thing to find one who ſhould think 
himſelf obliged to any. And if by 
chance a prince of ſuch underſtand- 
ing were found, he would hardly like 
ſuch a benefactor, and for that very 


reaſon ſend him out of the world | 


upon the firft fair opportunity. 

And therefore if the words of 
Lowiſe princeſs of Orange, may be 
taken for true, That the ſervices 
“ and good offices performed by the 
© advocate Barnefelt to the houſe of 
% Orange and Maſſau, were ſo great, 
** that he had acted notꝰ only like a 


« friend 
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ce friend but a father, and that the 


family was obliged to acknowledge 


« all they had received from thofe 
« of Holland to have been procured 
«© by his means; then, according to 
the uſual courſe of things of this na- 
ture, neither he nor the province of 
Holland ought to have expected any 
other reward than they received. 
Laſtly, concerning the ambition of 
theſe princes, tis well known that all 
en ſpread the fails to a fair wind. 


* 
+ 


ambition in princes meets always with 


applauſe ; and when they either en- 


croach upon a free people, or advance 


their conqueſts by ſucceſsful wars 
abroad, they are exalted td the hea- 


vens, ſtiled always auguſt, enlargers 


of their empire, and the moſt glo- 


rious of monarchs. And many will 
be ready to fay that the princes of 
Orange deſerve as much praiſe for in- 
creaſing their authority in the govern- 
ment of theſe countries, as induſtrious 
merchants for their ingenuity in aug- 
menting their eſtates by navigation 
and trade. For the whole bufineſs 
b 4 and 
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and employment of princes conſiſts 
in endeavouring to increaſe their 
power. 

If any man ſay, that as fraudulent 
merchants are to be abhorred with all 
their profits and ill- gotten goods, fo 


deceitful and tyrannical princes ought 


not to be commended ſor their ſuc- 


ceſsful frauds and violences ; tis an- 


ſwered, that princes are not uſually 


eſteemed for their truth, juſtice and 
integrity, like other men, but for 
their power, and knowledge how to 
exert ' both force and fraud upon a 
happy conjuncture. 

For an inſtance of this, Philip the 
ſecond of Spain, by fixing his reſi- 
dence in that kingdom, and calling 


home 4000 Spaniards, who were 


engage the ſtates, together with the 


the only military force he had in theſe 

provinces, gave a fair opportunity to 
William prince of Orange, who was 
then in the vigor of his years, and 


about 3o, poſſeſſed of a vaſt eſtate, 
and by the king made ſtadtholder of 
Holland, Zealand and Utrecht, to 
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inferior magiſtrates and other inha- 
Wbitants in his party. On the other 
hand, the ſaid prince had great 
opportunities to make himſelf maſter 

of theſe countries, becauſe the ſtates 
themſelves, as well as the inferior ma- 
giſtrates and commonalty, had been 
for many years oppreſs'd under their 
lords of the houſes of Burgundy and 
Auſtria ; none had experienced the 
happineſs enjoyed under a free ſtate, 
Wand few underſtood the advantages of 
Ja republic above the government of a 
ſingle perſon. So that he had great 
cauſe to hope he might not only with- 
draw himſelf from the obedience he 
ow'd to his. maſters, but bring the 
ſtates themſelves under his power, to- 
gether with all the inferior gover- 
nours and inhabitants of theſe pro- 
vinces, which would certainly have 
happened in the year 1 584, if the hand 
of a murderer had not put an end to 
his life. | 

However the princes of Orange 
have underſtood ſo well how to ma- 


nage their own *affairs, as to obtain 
p | an 
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an increaſe of power to be conferred 
upon them from time to time under 
colour of neceſſity, or this failing, 


to break through all rights, privileges 
and laws, and yet deſerved not ſo 
much blame, as the ſtates and infe- 
rior magiſtrates, who were- intruſted 
with the government of theſe coun- 
tries, and who, by making four of thoſe 
princes captains general for life, ſo ill 
maintained and preſerved the free and 
legal government, that nothing could 
be denied to them, without hazard- 
ing that liberty, or rather ſhadow off 
freedom, which they ſeemed yet to 
poſſeſs. Unleſs perhaps one might 
fay, and prove by former experience, 
as well as by latter complaints of our 
inhabitants, that the power of thei 
captains-general and ſtadtholders has 
been ſo great, even from the begin- 
ning of our troubles, by reaſon off 
their numerous adherents, together 


with the common people and ſtand- 


ing army, that men may more rea- 


ſonably wonder, how the ſtates of 


Holland and 1 eſt-Friefland have off 


often 
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often adventured to ſhew their zeal 
er Ito maintain their legal government 
Wand liberties, with the apparent ha- 
ard of their lives and eſtates. 

f theſe things are true, the reader 
may conclude, that if the ſtates of 


ed Holland and Wef-Friefland, with 
n- the inhabitants, manufactures, fiſhery, 
fe trade and navigation, have been into- 
ill lerably burdened, and yet greatly 
nd BY neglected and diſcouraged during the 
d, power of thoſe officers ; whilſt Hol- 
d- nd in the mean time was left with- 


out defence either by fea or land, tho 
W neceſſitated to take up . ſums 
of money at intereſt to carry on their 


©, MW ambitious deſigns: I think I have to 
0 my power declined to publiſh the de- 
c 


fects of the princes of Orange, fince 
I make no other than a general men- 
tion of their inſatiable deſire of domi- 
nion, which has exhauſted our trea- 
ſure, and weakened the frontiers as 
d- well as the inland cities of the pro- 
a- vince of Holland. 

Beſides, 
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Beſidesit is hopedaprudentreader will 
eaſily conceive what pernicious effects 
might be expected from a ſucceſſion 
of ſuch princes in the government of 3 
Holland, and at the ſame time con- 
ſider, whether the late prince Wil- 
liam would not have proved another 
monarch both in his life and govern- 
ment, if God, who is our deliverer, 
had not taken him away before the | 
Mill 25th year of his age; ſince he, being 
10 = def: fon of his father, was to 
4 inherit his vaſt poſſeſſions and princely i 
"Wi dignities : and to this end in the year 
1 1631, before he had attained the age 
of five years, he was placed among the 
governours of the United Provi NCES, 
= who ſeemed unwillingly willing to give 
1 up the liberty of their country; and 
in all reſpects to be able, willing and i 
neceſſitated to bear an univerſal fſla- 
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1 very, by granting and promiſing to a 
| | bh child the future ſucceſſion of all his 
1 father's offices; and whether the ſaid 
| — prince William the ſecond, who was 
. continually converſant with foreig- 


ners, 
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l ners, and other ſlaviſn courtiers, had 
is any better education or converſation 
N with men than other ordinary mo- 
of ¶ narchs uſe to have: or whether, after 
che reverſion of the ſtadtholderſhip 
of Frieſland had been taken from 
count William, in order to qualify 
the prince to obtain the eldeſt daugh- 
i ter of the king of Great-Britain in 
marriage, this prince would not of 
8 WW neceſſity. have been ſovereign of theſe 
0 United Vetherlands. 
An underſtanding reader will alſo 
Ty 


conſider, whether our late ſtadthol- 
der of Holland and Weſt-Frieſſand 
had not ſpent his time in ſuch. a 
manner, tho' he died before the 25th 
year of his age, as to furniſh me 
with abundant matter of writing, if 
l were inclined to publiſh the ble- 
miſh&s of his life and ſhort govern- 


ment ; and whether I have not ſpo- 


is ken of him with as much regard 
d and temper as my deſign of ex- 
Ss WY plaining the intereſt of Holland 


would permit: and I conceive on this 
ſubject 


crix 
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ſubject I have fully manifeſted my 
moderation. | 7 

But to return from this long di- 
greſſion; the reader is deſired im- 
partially to read this book, which 
was written by me not only with a 
compoſed and ſedate mind, but with 
a ſincere affection to truth and to my 

country: and by weighing and con- 
ſidering what is here ſaid concerning 
the true maxims and intereſt of 
Holland, he will be able to judge 
whether I have effected my deſign. 
And if he thinks otherwiſe, I deſire 
him however to believe that I have 
uſed the beſt of my endeavours to 
that end; and contenting my ſelf 
to have done what I could, I think 
I cannot but deſerve thanks from 
my native country, for exciting by 
this—attempt ſome abler hand to 
rectify my miſtakes, and finiſh the 
work. 

And tho' the matters treated in 
this book have been carefully weighed 
and conſidered fince the year 1662, 
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and indeed ſo much altered and en- 


Wlarged, as to make the whole com- 
i- poſition to ſeem new; yet I would 


| not have any reader think that I be- 


h Wlicve it muſt of neceſlity pleaſe him; 


ſince in ſome reſpects I myſelf am 
not contented with it, and particu- 
© larly becauſe it fell too haſtily at 
firſt from my pen: and tho' after- 


JW wards it was maturely conſidered 


and review'd, yet many pieces were 


WM inſerted, accommadated and fitted 


co ſeveral parts, as well as my leiſure 


; would give me leave, whilſt I 


e wanted either time or application to 


peruſe the whole, as if it had not 


If been compoſed by me, or to invent 


W and write with more order and me- 
W thod., 
= So that there is reaſon to believe 
that divers accidents may give oc- 
caſion to review this ſubje&t, which 
concerns the proſperity of the moſt 
powerful republic at this day in the 
world, Which that it may be done 
ſucceſsfully, may our gracious God 

grant 
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grant . us ſuch happy times, as may i 
encourage men, both in public and 
private, to conceive and write what- 1 
þ ' ever ſhall tend to the ſervice of our 
native country, 4 
| S 
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ORNELIUS DE W1TT and 
JoHN DE WITT, 


From their Entrance on the Admi- 
niſtration of Pusr1ic Arrairs in 
Holland, to the Time of their 
Unfortunate Deaths. K 


there is no virtue to which it is ſo firmly 
attached. For if it ever happens, that 
the people are mad enough to miſtake it in one 
Wage, theſe miſtakes are amply over paid by the 
W tribute of praiſe and gratitude offer'd by poſte- 


of the Athenian patriot Phocion, in the hiſtory 
of the illuſtrious Gracch: ; and in the celebra- 
ted brethren of whom I am to ſpeak, who 
fell ſhort of the Greek and Roman hero's in 


that they lived fo lately as to leave us without 
doubt, as to their true characters, which it 
ſhall be the buſineſs of the following pages to 
explain; with due reſpect to truth, and to 


Writy in the next. This we ſee in the famous caſe 


nothing, and who go beyond them in this, 
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F fame be 4 reaſonable” incentive to pa- 
triotiſm, it may be ſafely averred, that 


* 
© "IC?" — _— —_ 


—_— 
— 


n 


= r 
* — — 


xxxiv 


Memoirs of CORNELIUS 


the ſacred memory of theſe martyrs in the 
noble cauſe of Liberty *. „ 
- Cornelius and John De Witt were the ſons 
of a very worthy and honeſt citizen of Dort, 
who as he had reaſon to glory in being their 
father, ſo he might juſtly think it, his misfor- 
tune to *cutlive them as he did. His name 
was Jacob de Witt, and he had given incon- 
teſtible proofs of his integrity and abilities both 
as a member of the ſtates, and in the ſeveral 
embaſſies in which he had been employed 
before he was raiſed to the dignity of burgo- 
maſter of Dort and deputy to the ſtates of 
Holland. In this capacity we find him in the 


year 1650, when his highneſs William II. 


prince of Orange thought fit to arreſt him and 
five other Deputies whom he ſent priſoners 
to the caſtle of Louveſtein, for no other crime 
than that of endeavouring to free their coun- 
try from the heavy burthen of taxes and im- 
poſitions with which ſhe was oppreſſed, under 


colour of public neceſſity, but in reality to 


promote and ſecure the intereſt of the ſtadt- 
holder *; and from hence the Dutch patriots 
were denominated, by the friends of the 
houſe of Orange, the Louveſtein Faction. Their 
impriſonment however did not laſt Jong, a 
method being found to compromize matters 
with his highneſs, at leaſt for the preſent, 

in 


2 The reader will perceive, that not only the general hiſto- 
ries of Holland, have been conſulted in this work, but alſo all 
the private memoirs and other pieces which contain any au- 
thentic account of the tranſactions mentioned therein. 

o Wiquefort, lib iii. iv. Le Clerc. Hiſtoire des Provincjes, 
unites lib. 13. De la Neuville lib. x. | 


* 
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in conſequence of which the priſoners were 
diſcharged upon a voluntary demiſſion of their 
offices, by which their perſons were deli- 
vered out of danger, and the prince of Orange 
freed from the apprehenſions he had enter- 
tained of their influence, 

This extraordinary a& of power however, 
with ſome others, of which the reader will 
find very clear and impartial accounts in the 
ſucceeding work would probably have been 
attended with conſequences fatal to the very 
being of the republic, if the death of the prince, 
which happened on the .13th of November 
1650 , had not given a new turn to affairs, 
and enabled the popular party in Holland to 
put the government into ſuch hands as they 
thought fitteſt for reſtoring their affairs, by 
leſſening the debts and taxes with which the 

le were loaded, and introducing ſuch a 
ſpirit of liberty as is neceſſary to ſupport a free 
commonwealth, which had been in a great 
meaſure, ſtifled under the adminiſtration of 
the laſt princes of Orange, and which was 
chietly fee ctedby the courage, wiſdom and vigi- 
lance of theſe two brothers, of whole tempers, 
capacities and other perſonal qualifications we 
will endeavour to give a ſhort and clear ac- 
count, 

Cornelius de Witt was botn on the 2 5th 
of June 1623. His perſon was very agreea- 
ble, and he had an air of majeſty in his looks 

C 2 which 


© L:on Retabli par Aitzma, p. 85. 

4 The Reader will find paſſages relating to this matter in ſe- 
vera! parts of the book, but particularly in the 1 and in 
the zd chapter of _ third part. 
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which very well became the employments he 
afterwards filled. His temper was very lively, 
his parts quick, his judgment penetrating, 
and his eloquence warm and unaffected. He 
diſcovered in his youth a great genius for aca- 
demical exerciſes ; when he grew up he ap- 


| plied himſelf to the ſtudy of the law, and 


amuſed himſelf with looking into martial af- 
fairs, He afterwards travelled to improve his 
natural talents, and give the laſt poliſh to his 
education, which having effectually done, he 
returned home in 1650, and married Made- 
moiſelle Mary de Berkel, daughter to the re- 
ceiverageneral of the province of Holland. 
Soon after the death of prince William II. he 
came into the management of affairs, being 
advanced to the dignity of burgo-maſter of 
Dort, deputy to the aſſembly of the ſtates of 
Holland and Weſi-Friefland, Ruard, that is, 
governor and intendant of the dikes of the 
county of Putten, bailiff of Beyerland, inten- 


dant of the dikes of the country of Meerker- 


ken, and curator of the univerſity of Leyden *. 
But of.all his titles he is beſt known by that 
of Ruard Van Putten, by which he is called 
in moſt of the Dutch hiitories, to diſtinguiſh 
him from his brother the penfionary, of 
whoſe character we are next to ſpeak, 

John de Witt was born the 25th of Sep- 


tember 1625, He had in his infancy a ſeri- 


ouſneſs in his countenance and manners that 
was very ſingular. He applied himſelf to his 
| ſtudies 


0 Hiſtoire de la vie & de la mort des deux ; 
Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. I. p- 23. 3 =_ 
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ſtudies with incredible diligence, and the 
quickneſs of his parts, joined to an indefatiga- 
ble induſtry, rendered him, in the very be- 
ginning of his life, the wonder of all who 
knew him. Yet with all this ſteadineſs and 
love of learning, he joined not only the ac- 
compliſhments. proper for a gentleman, by 
being perfectly verſed in his exerciſes, but 
whenever he thought fit to unbend himſelf, 
had ſuch a chearfulneſs in his converſation as 
rendered him the molt agreeable companion 
in the world. But amongſtrall the great and 
truly amiable qualities with which the mind 
of this extraordinary perſon was adorned, his 
modeſty and his magnanimity deſerve parti- 
cular notice. The firſt was ſo ſettled and ſo 
unfeigned, that he took more pains to con- 
ceal his abilities, than a vain man would have 
done to have diſpiayed them ; of which we 
have a remarkable inſtance, in his engaging 
Francis Schooten to publiſh his Elementa cur- 
varum linearum, one of the deepeſt books in 
mathematics that had in thoſe days appeared, 
and which was written by our author at 
twenty-three. As to his greatneſs of mind, 
I will not pretend to give any fingle inſtance 
of it, ſince every fact that will be taken no- 
tice of in theſe memoirs may be conſider'd as a 
proof of it. After receiving at home the de- 
gree of doctor of laws, he travelled for ſome 
years, and on his return, in 1650, he be- 
came penſionary of Dort, and diſtinguiſhed 

HE himſelf 


xxxvili 


Memoirs of CORNELIUS 


himſelf very early in the management of pub. 
lic affairs f. 

The war between the Engliſb and Dutch 
republics commenced before Fohn de Witt 
had acquired that influence which he after- 
wards obtained in the councils of Holland. 
He oppoſed it however as far as he was able ; 


he ſhewed the ill conſequences it muſt neceſ- 


farily have which ever way fortune inclined : 
and when events juſtified his diſcourſes to ſuch 
a degree as that they ſeemed to be a kind of 
oracles or predictions, all who had the intereſt 
of the republic at heart endeavoured to pro- 


mote his advancement, and to raiſe him to 
that high ſtation in which for ſo many years 
| he held the helm of the commonwealth *, 


An opportunity offered very early for the gra- 
tifying their deſires. The Sieur Paw van 
Hemſtede, penſionary of Holland, died in the 
end of the month of February 1653; and the 
ſtates of Holland being aſſembled in order to 
elect a ſucceſſor, the town of Dort, which is 
the firſt in the province, named the Sieur 
Ruyil, penſionary of Harlem, and the depu- 


ties from Harlem returned the complement, 


by propoſing John de Witt, penſionary of 
Dort, though he was not then full twenty- 
eight years old : and he was unanimoufly 
choſen, firſt to officiate proviſionally, and 
afterwards abſolutely into the office b. 


Upon 
F Tbid. p. 24. 


1 The proof of this may be met with, p. 391, where our 


author diſcourſes of the riſe of that war, and of its detriment to 


the ſtates. 
b Aitzma, lib. 33. p. 787. cok 1. 
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Upon. this occaſion he conſulted his friends 
and relations whether it was fit for him to ac- 
cept this honour or not. Many of them, 
charmed with this mark of diſtinction, ad- 


viſed him not to heſitate a moment; but the 


wiſeſt among them, without entering into 
long arguments, put him in mind of the fate 
of his predeceſſor Barneveldt, who loſt his 
head for ſerving his country, thinking that 
a ſufficient caution to one who was known 


to have the ſame ſentiments in reſpect to go- 


vernment that Barneveldt had. John de 
Mitt heard patiently all they had to ſay, and 
then delivered his own reſolution, in cheſe 
Words: © You all agree, that an honeſt and 
* upright man may render great ſervice to 
te his country in this office; but you fay, 
« that this will be attended with much trouble 
ee and danger to himſelf, I know not how 
te we- can paſs through this world without 
e expoſing ourſelves to much trouble and 
© danger, and fince the thing is ſo, what 
*« cauſe ſo honourable as that of our country ? 
« T am reſolved then to accept the office, 
e and to ſerve the republic, whatever return 
© I may meet with: this depends upon o- 
* thers, and that on myſelf alone * ” 

The penſionary de Witt had not been long 
in his office before an occaſion offered which 
ſufficiently demonſtrated how juſt a choice 
they had made in bringing him into that em- 
ployment. King Charles II. who was then 
C 4 in 


i Le Clerc, vol. IT. p. 330 Memoirs de C. and J. de Witt. 
* Memoires de Montbas, p. 39. | 
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in exile at Paris, prevailed upon M. Boreel, 
the Dutch miniſter there, to incloſe a letter 
from him to the ſtates-general, in which he 
informed them, that he had reaſon to believe 
that many of the officers in the Engliſb navy 
were well inclined to his ſervice ; and there- 
fore he offered to ſerve on board the fleet of 
the republic as a volunteer, till ſuch a number 
of Engliſh ſhips ſhould come over to him, as 
might enable him to aſſiſt them as an ally. 
When this letter was read in the afſembly of 
the ſtates-general, the friends of the houſe of 
Orange warmly eſpouſed his majeſty's propo- 
fal, as a thing of the greateſt conſequence to 
the ſtate, and moſt likely to weaken the Eng- 
liſb, who by this time had ſhewn themſelves 


viſibly an over-match for the Dutch at ſea. 


M. de Witt oppoſed it, and, after having 
made a very handſome panegyrick on the cou- 
rage and generoſity of the king, he advanced 
two reafons againſt accepting his propoſal, 
which to him, he ſaid, appeared concluſive, 
The firſt of theſe was, that his near relation 
to the houſe of Orange muſt render his pre- 
ſence on board the fleet fatal to the peace of 
the republic, by reviving thoſe diſputes which 
had already been ſo detrimental to the intereſt 
of the ſtate. His ſecond, , that by em- 
bracing this offer they would perpetuate the 
war, ſince, in return for ſuch a ſervice, it 
muſt be naturally expected that they ſhould 
unite their intereſt with his, and make the 
deſtruction of the commonwealth of England 
a common cauſe, Theſe reflections gave the 

| | aſſem- 
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aſſembly ſuch a notion of the conſequences 
that muſt, or at leaſt, might attend this ſtep, 
as induced them civilly to excuſe themſelves 
from accepting the king's offer ; and from 
hence we may eafily judge, not only of de 
Witt's maxims in government, but of his 
great capacity in bringing over others to his 
opinion. 
The continuance of the war was ſo viſibly 
deſtructive not only to the commerce but to 
the very being of the republic, that the pen- 
ſionary de Witt and his friends employed all 
their {kill to ſet on foot a negotiation, at the 
ſame time that they omitted nothing that 
could be thought requiſite for putting their 
naval force on a good footing, that they might 
be able to ſuſtain the reputation of the com- 
monwealth, ſo long as, in ſpight of all their 
endeavours, this war ſhould laſt. With re- 
ſpect to the firſt, they found a way to get a 
letter from the ſtates of Holland put into the 
hands of Lenthall, then ſpeaker of the par- 
liament; and this had in ſome meaſure the 
deſired effect, ſince it brought about a nego- 
tiation, though not immediately a peace *. 
On the other hand, finding the people and the 
nobility equally inclined to declare the prince 
of Orange admiral, as if, under the auſpice of 
a child of three years old, the arms of the re- 
public were like to be more ſucceſsful than 
when directed by the moſt experienced gene- 
rals, 


! Clarendon's hiſtory of the rebellion, book 13. Le Clerc, 
vol. II, p. 331 


® Hiltoire de C. and J. de Witt, vol. I. p. 80. 
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rals, they determined to fatisfy the nobility, 
and to reſtrain the people. With this view; 


they reſolved to raiſe a nobleman to the poſt: 
of lieutenant-admiral, then vacant by the 


death of the great Yan Tromp, though none 
of the nobility were ſeamen enough to form 
any pretenfions to it. But the Eng had 
ſet them an example, by conferring the higheſt 
commands in their fleet on Monk and Blake, 
who never were ſeamen, but on the contr 
had always ſerved in the army. This reſolu- 
tion once taken, the Seur de Witt was ap- 
inted, with ſome deputies of the ſtates of 
Holland, to offer this command tb baron Op- 
dam, whom they perſuaded with much to do to 
accept it, which proved of infinite conſequence 
to the peace of the republic, and which could 
not well have been maintained without it“. 
Vet theſe temporary cxpedients could only 
have ſerved to delay the ruin of the ftate, 


without affording means to preſerve it, if the 


penſionary and his friends, amongſt whom we 
may reckon the ambaſſador ſent to Cromwell, 
who by this time had turned out the Rump 


and ſet up a new parliament, not only autho- 


rized to fit by him and his officers, but alſo 
choſen by them. The Dutch miniſters were 
directed to apply to them, but they quickly 
found them a fort of people by themſelves, 
with whom. no rational creatures could deal ; 

for they entertained the ambaſſadors with long 
prayers, and diſcovered ſuch a total ignorance 


of buſineſs, and withal ſuch a ſpirit of pride 
in 


„ Aitzma, lib. 33. p. 837. Le Clere, de la Neuville, Ec. 
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in their diſcourſes, that the Dutchmen plainly 
told the general, that it was impoſſible for 
them to deal with ſuch folks,. but that if he 
would aſſume the ſupreme authority, they 
might ſoon come to a right underſtanding. 
This was preciſcly what Cromwell wanted, 
and though he rejected their advice in words, 
declaring himſelf an humble creature of the 
parliament's, yet he ſoon after found means to 
be rid of them, and took upon him the go- 
vernment under the title of Protector; and 
then made a peace with the Dutch, the moſt 
remarkable thing in which was, the adding 
a ſecret article for the excluſion of the houſe 
of Orange, to which the ſtates of Holland, 
after great debates, and notwithſtanding ſe- 
veral towns proteſted againſt it, conſented by 
a ſolemn act e. 

The friends of the houſe of Orange, to in- 
flame the minds of the people, inſinuated, 
that this article of the excluſion did not flow 
naturally from Cromwell, but was privately 
ſuggeſted to him by the Szeur de Witt, by the 
aſſiſtance of M. Beverning ; but of this the 
penſionary cleared himſelf, firſt by explaining 
the reaſons why Cromwell had as much cauſe 
to be apprehenſive of the power of the princes 
of Orange, as either himſelf or any of his 
friends; and next by the teſtimony of M. 
Beverning, who gave as full ſatisfaction as 
could be defired in this particular, Thus 

much 


o Theſe particulars are chiefly collected from the ſecret re- 
ſolutions of the flates-general during the adminiftration of de 
Witt, which have been likewiſe conſulted by Aitæma, whom 
moſt of the other hiſtorians conſtantly copy. 
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much however is certain, that Cromwell, by 
his natural ſagacity, or by his converſations 
with the Dutch miniſter, came to have a 
clear knowledge of the ſtrict connection there 
was between their intereſt; which made it 
as reaſonable for them to ſecure him, as far 
as they were able, againſt the attempts of 
- Charles II. as for him to protect them, as by 
this article it was ſtipulated he ſhould, againſt 
the pretenſions of the prince of Orange. This 
lets us into the true reaſon why king Charles II. 
always conſidered the de Witt adminiſtration 
as oppoſite to his intereſt in Holland, and 
why, on the other hand, the de Witts and 
their friends conſidered king Charles as an im- 
placable enemy ; and choſe rather to repoſe a 
confidence in France than to enter, after the 
breach of the triple alliance, into any of his 
views v. | | 
I be article of the excluſion had raiſed ſuch 
a clamour in Holland, that the de Witts and 
their friends had much ado to carry points 
that were abſolutely neceſſary for the ſervice 
of the people, ſuch as the diſbanding foreign 
troops, now they were no longer of uſe, that 
they might be thereby able to remit ſome of 
the heavieſt taxes; and this for no better rea- 
ſon than that, as the oppoſite party gave out, 
the principal motive thereto was the being rid 
of ſuch as were ſuſpected to be in the intereſt 
of the houſe of Orange. The clergy too be- 


gan 
P Theſe facts may be found in the memoirs of the de Vitis, 


ſo often cited, together with the declaration of Van Beverning, 
which is ;ery curious. 


and JOHN DE WIr r. 


gan to meddle with the affairs of ſtate in their 
pulpits, and, inſtead of inſtructing the peo- 
ple how to ſerve Gop, were for directing 
their ſuperiors how to govern their ſubjects ; 
but the firmneſs of the penſionary got the 
better of all theſe difficulties, which raiſed his 
reputation to ſuch a height, that he was 


choſen arbitrator of the differences that had 


ariſen among the nobility of #r:+//and, and 
having happily compoſed theſe; he was called 
to the like good office in Overiſſel +, 

Many untoward affairs, which fell out in 
the ſpace of a few years after this, ſerved only 
to heighten the character of the penſionary, 
and to ſhew that he wanted not the courage 
of the hero, with all the abilities of a conſum- 
mate politician. He adviſed the ſtates of 
Holland to make, independent of the other 
provinces, repriſals on the French king; and 
as he entered on this arduous affair with great 
ſpirit, ſo, notwithſtanding the haughtineſs of 


the French court, he brought his country out 


of it with honour . In the great conteſt in 
the north between the crowns of Sweden and 
Denmark, he managed all things with ſuch 
wiſdom and dexterity, that, notwithſtanding 


the eagerneſs and obſlinacy of both parties, 


and the intrigues of the protector Cromwell, 


who, from certain ſecret views of his own, 


_ encouraged the Swedes to continue the war, 


all 


xly 


4 Aitzma, lib. 35. And in the hiſtory of the de Witts, our 


author himſelf has touched upon it, p. 225. 
” Hiſtoire de C. and J. de Witt, vol. I. p. 141. 
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all things were happily adjuſted . On the 


reſtoration of king Charles IT. he was com- 
plimented by the penſionary de Witt in terms 
equally reſpectfull to the king, and honoura- 
ble for the republic, which made ſuch an im- 
preſſion, at that time, on this prince, that 
ſoon after he gave all the aſſiſtance ifi his 

wer to the concluſion of a treaty between 
the Dutch and the Portuguze, extremely ad- 


vantagious to the ſtates, which had been in a 


manner ſolely negotiated by the penſionary . 
Things continued for ſome time in this ami- 
cable ſituation, and king Charles II. thought 
himſelf ſo much obliged to the ſtates-general, 
to the ſtates of Holland, and to the penſionary 
De Witt, for the reſpect ſhewn him in ſeizing 
at the requeſt of Sir George Downing, Corbet, 
Okey, and Barkſtead, three of his father's judges, 
that he found himſelf obliged to thank the 


"Dutch embaſſadors in very ſtrong terms, and 


added, at the cloſe of his diſcourſe, theſe 
words. I muſt alſo, upon this occaſion, 
« inform your excellencies, that I have a 
6 very particular account of the ſhare Mr. 
&« DeWitt had in this affair, with which I 
« am extremely well fatisfied, and ſhall al- 
« ways preſerve a grateful remembrance of 
ce it, and with this I deſire you would ac- 
te quaint him”, This ſcemed to be ſo much 
the intention of that monarch at this time, 
that ſoon after he concluded a treaty with the 

| ſtates- 


* Aitzma, lib. 36, p. 125 1, ſeq. 
t Hiſtoire de C. & J. de Witt, Vol. I. p. 185. where we 


have the penſionary's ſpeech at length. 
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ſtates- general“. The affairs of the prince of 


Orange ſtill gave the ſtates of Holland a good 
deal of diſquiet, in which however the pen- 
fionary ated with ſuch prudence, that while 
he ſteadily purſued the intereſt of his maſter, 
he preſerved, in a great meaſure the good 
will of the wiſeſt perſons about that prince, 


and fo far overcame all the ſtrong prejudices 


that the Orange party had formerly againſt 
him, that when his ſecond five years were 
exſpired, he was unanimouſly continued in 
his high office, by a reſolution of the ſtates 
dated September 15, 1663". 5 
Our ſtatesman was now in the height of 
proſperity, and ſeem'd to have vanquiſhed 
even envy herſelf. In all difficult caſes his 
- miniſtry was made uſe of, and when the 
prince of Eaſt-Frieſſand quarrelled with his 


ſubjects he was put at the head of that depu- 


tation which was ſent by the ſtates to termi- 

nate theſe diſputes *. When their difterences 
with England were riſen to ſuch a height 
that a war could not be avoided, and the ſtates 
of Guelder and Overiſſel, abſolutely refuſed to 
contribute their proportions towards the ex- 
pence of it, the ſtates of Holland found it ne- 
ceſſary to ſend a deputation conſiſting of 
Meſſ. De Witt, Crommon and Kan, to ex- 
plain to them the nature of the war, and the 
danger of their continuing in their former re- 


ſolution, which they did with ſuch effect, 
that 


This is to be found in the ſame book, p. 249. 
„ Aitzma, lib. 43. 


* Hiſtoire de C. & J. de Witt, vol. I. p. 273, 28 
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that the ſtates not only agreed to furniſh their 
quota, but did it immediately, and even bor- 
rowed money for that purpoſe; this was ſo 
remarkable a proof both of his zeal and his 
capacity, that the ſtates general thought fit to 
name him one of their commiſſioners for the 
direction of the navy, in which capacity he 
went to Amſterdam and other places, where 
he made ſuch vigorous diſpoſitions, that the 
fleet was ſoon in much better condition and 
more fit to go to ſea than it was judged poſſi- 
ble by the admirals themſelves, and by ſome 
of the ableſt ſeamen in Holland, who ex- 
reſſed the greateſt aſtoniſhment at the ad- 
dreſs with which the penſionary managed all 
things relating to naval affairs, though till 
called to the inſpection of them on this im- 
rtant occaſion, he had never concerned 
imſelf about them, as deſiring all the ſer- 
vants of the ſtate ſhould act in their proper 
ſpheres”. 14 
The French, who were the only gainers by 
a war betwen the maritime powers, preten- 
ded to manage a negociation for peace at 
London, which however went on very ſlowly, 
and this gave the Orange party great advan- 
tage in the ſtates. Mr. De Witt ſaw elearly 
what was intended, and therefore adviſed that 
poſitive orders ſhould be ſent to baron Opdan 
to fight ; for, as the penſionary obſerved, a 
battle could not but be advantagious to the 
ſtate. If they were victors it would probably 
put an end to the war, and if they were van- 
8 quiſhed 


„ Aitzma lib. xliv. and d' Eltrades Letters in the year 1664. 
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quiſhed it would oblige the French to join them 
immediately. This determined the ſtates to 


xlix 


ſend ſuch orders to Opdam, who as he was 


well affected to the houſe of Naſſau obeyed 
them very unwillingly. On the zd of June, 
1665, he attacked the Eng/i/h fleet, but had 
the misfortune to loſe the greateſt battle that 
had hitherto been fought between the twonati- 
ons, himſelf and his ſhip being blown up juſt as 
he was upon the point of boarding that of the 
Duke of York. This ſtruck a great terror 
into the Dutch ſeamen, and before the ſtates 
could fit out another fleet they found them- 
ſelves under a neceſſity of appointing ſome of 
their own deputies to command it, which 
wasa new thing, and had therefore the greater 
effect *. b. 

This commiſſion was given to Meſſ. Huy- 


gens, De Witt and Boreel, and among other 


marks of their high authority, the ſtate aſ- 
ſigned them guards. The friends and rela- 
tions of the penſionary de Witt adviſed him 


to decline this new poſt as a command invi- 


dious in itſelf, and which muſt be attended 
with bad conſequences. He anſwered that 


the ſafety of a private man ought not to 


enter into competition with that of the repub- 
lic, and that he never conſidered his perſonal 
hazard or advantage, but only in what man- 
ner and how far he might be able to ſerve 


his country. When he came on board the 


fleet he found it ſhut up in the Texe/, ſo that 
(VT though 


* Aitzma, lib. xlv: 
Le Clerc vol. iii. p. 82. col. 2. 
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though it was abſolutely neceſſary for it to 
put to ſea, in order to ſecure the ſafe paſſage 
of the outward bound Eaſt-India fleet, yet 
the ſeamen unanimouſly agreed that the thing 
was impoſſible, as the wind then ſtood. The pen- 
ſionary de Witt was alone of another opinion, 
and he made no difficulty of declaring it, 
though in this he oppos'd his own ſentiment 
to the common judgment of thoſe who ought to 
have been beſt ſkilled in their own profeſſions, 
As this has been always eſteemed one of the 
moſt remarkable actions of his life, and has 
in ſome meaſure contributed to render his me- 
mory immortal, I think myſelf obliged to 
give a particular account of it. 

There are at the mouth of the Texel three 
paſſages between the ſands, by which veſſels 
may go out to ſea, and theſe are the Lands- 
dep, the Slenk, and the Spaniards- gat. It 
was the received doctrine of the ſeamen, that 
there were but ten points of the compaſs from 
which, if the wind blew, ſhips could go out, 


and that twenty-two were againſt them; but 
the penſionary de Witt, as he was a great ma- 


thematician, ſoon diſcovered the falſity of this 
notion, and that there were in reality no leſs 
than twenty eight points in their favour, and 
but four that could hinder them from going 
out, vig. M. NI. by M. NW. NW. by N. The 
pilots however perceiving that he reckoned 
upon all the paſſages, declared poſitively that 
in the Spaniards-gat there was not above ten 


or twelve tcet water, and that therefore it was 
im- 


b De la Neuville, lib. xii. c. 10. 
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impoſſible to carry out large ſhips by that 
paſſage. Their aſſertion did not fatisfy the 
penſionary, he went through it in a long- 
boat in perſon at low water, and without 
truſting the lead out of his hand, found it at 
leaſt twenty foot deep every where, and free 
from thoſe incumbrances which the pilots had 
hitherto talked of. The penſionary therefore 
engaged that himſelf and M. van Haaren 


would carry out the two greateſt ſhips in the 


fleet through the x! > ag 4 with the wind 
at S, which he pertormed on the 16th of 
Auguſt 1665, and the greateſt part of the 
fleet followed him without the leaſt accident, 
ſince which that paſſage has been called, and 
very deſervedly, Witts-diep®. _ 
Very ſoon after, he came with the other 
deputies on board the fleet, the differences 
which had ariſen between de Ruyter and 
Tromp were adjuſted, and of open enemies 
they became in appearance fincere friends. The 
ſeamen however were {till not a little diſcon- 
tented at this novelty of being commanded 
by the ftates deputies. However, after they 
had been ſome time at ſea, and meeting with 
a dreadful ſtorm on the coaſt of Norway, 
which laſted two days, M. de WMitt brought 
them wholly over to his party, for he re- 
mained upon deck all the time, never changed 
his cloaths, or took any refreſhment, but in 


common with the men, gave his orders with 


the greateſt calmneſs and preſence of mind, 
d 2 | and 


« Hiſteire de C. & J. de Witt. p. 374. This is alſo taken 
notice of in the ſecond Volume of the lives of the Admirals. 
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and when he ſaw there wanted hands, obliged 
his officers to work by his own example. This 
made him the darling of the ſailors, and thence- 
forward they paid him more reſpect of their 
own accord than. the ſevereſt orders of the 
ſtates could ever have extorted, and indeed 
they had good reaſon, for he was continually 
ſuggeſting regulations in their favour, and 
ſhewed as tender a concern, both for their 
ſafety and their intereſt, as if they had been his 
children ; and yet he did all this without giving 
the leaſt offence to the admirals, by cauſing | 
thoſe alterations to be publiſhed in their names“. 
Such was the happy temper of this great man, 
that he was always zealous in doing good, 
without affecting to be popular, and had ſuch 
high notions of his duty as quite excluded vanity. 
All the care and pains the penſionary took 
on board the fleet could not hinder his ene- 
mies from ſpreading ſtories among the people, 
which irritated them extremely againſt him. 
Sometimes it was pretended that the misfor- 
tunes which had happened to the navy were 
owing to the deputies intermeddling with 
things they did not underſtand. To obvi- 
ate his calum ny de Ruyter wrote a letter to 
the ſtates, in which he not only vindicated 
the deputies in general, but M. de Witt in 
particular, whoſe aſſiſtance he acknowledged 
in the cleareſt and moſt honourable terms“. 
M. de Mitt himſelf wrote a plain and accurate 
relation of all that had happened during his 
| continuance 


_ © Hiſtoirede C. & J. de Witt, p.383. 
* Anzma lib, xliv. d' Eſtrade's letters in the year 1665. 
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continuance on board the fleet, and at his re- 
turn, he verified every article of this account 
ſo fully to the ſtates-general. that they not 
only gave him ſolemn thanks for his good ſer- 
vice, but intended likewiſe to have made him 
a conſiderable preſent, which he waved by 
declaring that he ſought the ſervice of his 
country only, and not a gratification for his 
ſervices f. Then his enemies gave out, that 
he had "continually thwarted de Ruyter, and 
that their quarrels had occaſioned no ſmall de- 
triment to the ſtate, But this ſtory, tho' 
dreſs'd out with very great art, was entirely 
ruined by an unforeſeen accident. Admiral 
de Ruyter had ocaſion to come to the Hague, 
and during his ſtay there lodged in the 


houſe of M. de Mitt, which abſolutely unde- 


ceived the very mob, who would not be 
brought to believe that a man of de Ruyter's 


temper could be induced to diſſemble on any 
account whatever s. | 


King Charles II. having found means, by 
the help eſpecially of very large ſubſidies, to 
engage the biſhop of Munſter in his intereſt, 
and that to ſuch a degree as to engage him 
to declare war againſt Holland, the ſtates 
found themſelves under a neceſſity of raifing 
freſh troops in order to the maintenance of a 
land war, which gave them ng leſs trouble 
than that in which they had been engaged 
lo long by ſea. Prince John Maurice of 
Naſſau was general of the forces employed 


d 3 - againſt 


/ * Hiſtire de C. & J. de Witt, p. 419. 
e Ibid. p. 422. 
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againſt the biſhop of Munſter ; but thoꝰ the 
ſtates placed very great confidence in him, 
who was an old veldt marſhal of their ar- 


mies, yet they thought proper to ſend their 
| deputies with him into the field, and amongſt 


theſe they named Cornelius de Witt, who 
had already given high teſtimonies both of 
his courage and capacity ®. He diſcharged 
his duty on this occaſion in ſuch a manner, 
as.not only merited the applauſe of thoſe who 
had given him this commiſſion, but acquired 
him alſo the eſteem of prince Maurice, which 
he teſtified upon all occaſions; yet che peo- 
pe clamoured againſt this deputation as they 

ad done againſt that which had been ſent 
But whilſt Cornelius de 
Witt was thus employed in the army, his 
brother the penſionary was ſecretly negotia- 
ting a peace with the biſhop, which when it 


Was leaſt expected took effect, and proved ſo 


manifeſtly advantageous to the republic, that 
for a moment the enemies of the de Witts 
were filenced, and the great ſervices of the 
two brothers were univerſally confeſs'd*. 

A little after the penſionary de Mitt was 
again appointed one of the deputies for the 
management of the fleet, and in fitting it to 
ſea he uſed ſuch expedition, that on bis re- 
turn to the Hague, he received the thanks 
of the ſtates*, On the r of June 1666, 
happened the famous battle between the 

Dutch, 


h As to this alliance, the reader may conſult Sir William 
Temples letters, and Le Clerc, vol. „ Þ- 308. - 

i Dela Neuville, lib. 12. c. 11. 

* Hiſtoire de C. & J. de Witt, vol. 1. p. 459. 
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Dutch, under the command of de Ruyter 
and Tromp, and the Enghſh, under prince 
Rupert and the duke of Albemarle ; and on 
this occaſion the penſionary was ſent by the 
ſtats to take a full account of the whole 
affair, that they might be the better enabled 
to do juſtice to every one according to his 
merit. In the execution of this commiſſion, 
M. de Witt drew up, from the beſt authorities 
he could obtain, an exact account of thoſe 
three days fight, whichvis juſtly eſteemed a 
maſter- piece in its kind, and will ever remain 
a proof of his being as capable of recording 


great exploits, as of atchieving them. He 


was ſcarce returned to the Hague after 


making this enquiry, before he was called 


* on board the fleet on a leſs pleaſing oc- 
cation, Another battle had been fought 
, in which the Dutch had ſuffered ſe- 
verely; and which was worſe, their admi- 
rals threw the blame upon cach other. 
Tromp accuſed de Rurter; de Ruyter threw 
all the blame upon Tromp; as if the ftates 
could ſee with no eyes but thoſe of M. ae 
Mitt, he was immediately diſpatched, with 
other commiſſioners, to look into this un- 
lucky buſineſs, and to report the thing as it 
appeared to them, which was done accord- 
ingly; and upon this admiral Tromp was laid 


aſide *. 


Mi ban id g 
This entire relation is placed at the head of the ſecond 


volume of the hiſtory of the de Witts. 
" See count D*Eftrade's letter to the French king, dated 


Aug, 12, 1666. and the penſionary de Witt's letters on that 
- tub, | | | 
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I ſhall not enter here into the proſecution 
of M. Buat, who was beheaded for be- 
traying the councils of ſtate, though this af- 
fair was diſcovered by M. 2 Witt, becauſe 
it is pretty generally known ; and though 
many reflections have been caſt upon the 
penſionary, yet as the evidence againſt him 
was perfectly clear, and indeed in a great 

th re under his own hand, one cannot 
but be fatisfied that this clamour was purely 
the effects of party? . That it had very little 
effect on thoſe "who were the beſt judges, 
appears from his being ſent immediately af- 
terwards ſole deputy to the fleet, where he 
commanded in chief for ſome time, and then 


returned to the Hague, where very ſoon af- 


terwards he concluded the quadruple alli- 
ance between the republic on one fide, the 
king of Denmark, the elector of Branden- 


Burgb, and the duke of Lunenburgb on the 


oth. whereby all the differences between 
thoſe princes were abſolutely adjuſted, and 
the penſionary received thereupon, not only 
the thanks of the ſtates general, but alſo 


the complements of all the foreign mi- 
niſters 


The war with England began now to be 
conſidered by all the provinces, except that of 
Holland, as an intolerable burden; and the 


| penſionary finding that the ſtorm bore heavy 


upon him, and that * was generally pointed 
2113 3 7 out 


{ . 


0 Aan, lib. 46. p. 839. Vet his death was . 
oppoſed by the bl. of Zealand. 
» Hiſtoire de C. & J. de Witt, vol. 2. p. 71. 
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out as the great enemy of peace, ſhewed an 


inclination to embrace it on reaſonable terms®. 
But when King Charles propoſed treating of 
the peace at the Hague, it alarmed the pen- 
fionary not a little, from an apprehenſion, 


that if the Engliſb miniſters were there, they 
might enter into, intrigues with the deputies 


to the ſtates general, which might have been 
of dangerous conſequence, and therefore it 
was rejected, and the town of Breda pro 


ſed; to which the ambaſſadors both of, the 


king and of the ſtates reſorted . But as they 
found it by experience no ſafe thing to rely 
either upon king Charles or upon king Lewis, 


they thought fit to equip early a ſtout fleet, 


on board which the Ruard Van Putten, with 
other deputies, was to command in chief. 
But as the provinces did not think fit to name 
their deputies, the Ruard took his poſt on 
board the fleet, and commanded it alone. 
All the world knows that it was at this time, 
and by the contrivance of Cornelius de Witt, 
that they executed the famous defign of en- 
tering . the river of Thames, and burning our 


ſhips at Chatham, which it is certain ruined 


the reputation of king Charles II. and raiſed 
that of the ſtates general to a very great 
height. We need not wonder therefore 


that 


P Baſnage, Le Clerc, De la Neuviſte. h 
4 Kennet's hiſtory of England, Burnet, Baſnape, &c. 
* Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, vol. II. p. 81. 
He embarked on June 6, 1667, and as he repreſented 
the ſovereignty of the ſtates, extraordinary honours were paid 
. which ſerved to heighten the envy of the enemies of the 
uts. W "4.5 4 


* Baſnage, Le Clerc, De la Neuville. 
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that Cornelius de Mitt received compliments. 


from all quarters, that the ſtates general 
ſhould paſs a vote of thanks, as they did on 
the 13th of Sept. 1667 ; or that the ſtates of 
Holland ſhould make him, in conjunction 
with M. de Ruyter, each a preſent of a gold 


cup; or that the town of Dort ſhould re- 


ceive him at his return thither with extraor- 
dinary, and perhaps extravagant . marks of 
joy and ſatisfaction, which however did him 
little ſervice in ſucceeding times . 

In the meantime the peace was negociating 
at Breda, where it was reſolved to conclude 
it, in order to draw the fleet of the ſtates 
from the Engliſh coaſts, ſo that this looked 
like forcing England into a peace; and there- 
upon the ſpirits of the ſtates were full as 


much raiſed as thoſe of the De Wi ity, tor 


they pretended thenceforward to give laws 
to Europe, and to preſcribe bounds to the 
French king's ambition v. This was indeed a 
very delicate enterpriſe, and required all the 
penetration and addreis of our great ſtateſ- 
man, who finding the court of England. at 
that time well inclined, and perfectly ap- 
prized of the danger of the French king's 
over-running the Spaniſh Netherlands, de- 
viſed, in conjunction with Sir William Tem- 


ple, the means of covering theſe provinces 


before the Trend LES: ſhould ſo much as 
: luſpeC 


u Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, where all theſe 
particulars are largely inſiſted upon; and we have a parti 
cular account of the Poems and panegyrics . on this 


occaſion in Vol. II. 
w De la Neuville, 15. xii, - 


fry =, 2 kn. 5 rnd trons pet d 
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| ſuſpe& there was any negociation ſet on foot 
for that purpoſe ; in which, by his. prodi- 


temper, heſhappily fucceeded * While theſe 
ſchemes were carrying on the penſionary 
thought there could fcarce happen a fitter 
conjuncture for his carrying into execution 
the great deſign of the warm republicans, 

and therefore now he brought on the eſtab- 
liſhing of that which was called the perpetual 
edict, whereby the office of ſtadtholder was 
for ever extinguiſhed, and, as it was ſup- 
poſed, the liberty of Holland fixed on a eter- 
nal baſis . This edict is dated the 5th of 
Auguſt,” 1667, but it was not abfolutely con- 
firmed until the December following *. | 
The French king continuing his reſolution 

of attacking the low countries, Sir William 
Temple was ſent over in the beginning of the 
year 1668 to finiſh the negociations that had 
been ſecretly carried onꝰ . He preſented his 
letter of credence on the 8th of January, and 
he ſigned the triple alliance on the 14th *. 
This alliance between England, Sweden and 
Holland had the deſired effect, and if it had 
never been diſſolved Europe had- remained 
ſafe, in ſpite of all the pernicious ſchemes of 
Lewis the fourtecenth * Though we are 
ſo 


N * D'Eftrade's and Temple's Letters, Baſnage, Le Clerc. 
I 

! Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. II, p. 202, 

* Baſnage, Le Clerc, &c. | | 
See Temple's memoirs, Burnet, and the Examen, 

> Le Clerc. Vol. III. p. 221. 

* Temple's letters, Kennet, Burnet, &c. 
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ſo much ſtreightened for room in theſe me- 
moirs, yet it ſcems abſolutely neceſſary to 
take notice of a grand entertainment given by 
the penſionary de Vitt on the concluſion of 
this treaty “. Ic fell out on the third of 
February 1668, and amongſt the other gueſts, 
there were invited the prince of Orange, 
prince Maurice of Naſſau, and Sir William 
Temple There was a ball in the evening 
which was opened by the prince of Orange, 
but two things particularly ſurprized all who 
were preſent; the firſt, that the penfionary 
de Witt danced the beſt of any man there; 


the ſecond, that ſo many tokens of friendſhip 


and, eſteem paſſed between him and the 


prince of Orange, inſomuch that when the 


company broke up, the penſionary attended 
his highneſs to his coach, where he converſed 
with him near a quarter of an hour, and juſt 
before he drove away, the prince was heard 
to expreſs himſelf in theſe words: Sir, 1 
c am thoroughly perſuaded of your affection 
<< towards me, and I promiſe you that 1 
e ſhall never be wanting in ſuitable returns 
e of gratitude to you and to your | family, 
upon all occaſions ſo long as I live. 
In the midſt of theſe fatigues the 15th 
year of M. de Mitt's miniſtry 3 and 


* 


he thereupon eben a deſire of reſigning, 


im ſo warmly to exe- 
er bas t cute 
4 Of which, with great reaſon, he took the honour to himſelf, 


but the ſtates preſſed 


and by this ſtep expoſed himſelf to the hatred of the French. 


© To ſhew that this alliance had made a coalition of parties. 
f A proof that it was his temper to excel in every thing. 
5 Hiltowre de Corneille & Jean de Witt. Vol. II. p. 256. 
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cute the office of grand penſionary for five 


years longer, that he could not reſiſt their 
ſollicitations, though he ab olutely refuſed a 


preſent of a large ſum of money that was in- 
tended him. On the 17th of Fuly 1668, 


he entered on the laſt five years of his admi- 
niſtration, his appointment being increaſed 


from three to ſeven thouſand guilders per 
annum; and withal he had a preſent made 
him of fifteen thouſand by the nobles of 


Holland in conſideration of the long and faith- 


ful ſervices he had rendered to the ſtate l. 


In the beginning of 1669 the French renewed 
their intrigues in Holland in order to procure 
the breach of the triple alliance, at firſt in- 
deed without ſucceſs, but afterwards, when 
it was known that the ſyſtem of affairs was 
changed in England, the French (ſchemes 


were more ſucceſsful, but this was ſo far 


from being agreeable to the penſionary, that 
he went into it with great reluctancy, and 
not till many of his old friends were abſolutely 
drawn over to the intereſt of the houſe of 


Orange. As a full proof of this, we need 


only conſider the extraordinary confidence re- 
poſed in Sir William Temple, with reſpect to 
a difterence which had ariſen between the 


| Crown 

b This preſent was no leſs a ſum than 100,000 guilders, 
and the method taken by the penfionary te decline it was very 
ſingular ; he engaged the deputies of his own town of Dort to 
oppoſe it, and thus he avoided the envy which muſt have at- 


tended ſuch a preſent, and the vanity that would have appeared 
in a perſonal refuſal of it. 1 K 


Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. II. p. 270. 
* Puffendorf. Rerum Brand. Lib. XI. Baſnage, Le Clerc, 
Sc. See alſo Temple's Letters, and the firſt Volume of Burnei's 


Hiſtory of his own Times. 
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crown of Portugal and the republic about x 


_ due from the former to the latter of 


2,500,000 cruzado's, the method of pay- 
ing which was «<forred to Sir William, 
who decided it ſo as to receive the thanks of 


the Portugueze ambaſſador, as well as of M. 


de Witt in the name of the ſtates. 
Itis to be obſerved, that the penſionary de 


- Witt«went no farther with the French mi- 
niſtry than to credit the profeſſions which 
they made in the name of their maſter, and 
to endeavour to adjuſt, by way of negotiation, 


the diſputes which that crown had artfully 
ſtarted with the ſtates. But in the mean 
time, the French had carried their point -in 


England, and Charles the ſecond made ſuch 


alterations in his miniſtry as put. public af- 


fairs entirely into the hands of men who were 
_ equally his ſubjects enemies and his own *. 


This miniſtry will be infamous to all poſterity 
by the name of the CABAL, and was 
compoſed of papiſts, ſectaries, and atheiſts, 
penſioners to France while at the head of 
the Britiſh government, and conſpirators 
againſt their king whilſt they fat in his privy- 
council, Theſe were the men who brought 
about that monſtrous conjunction between 
England and France, to the. ruin of Holland, 
contrary to the intereſt of the Engliſb nation, 


in direct violation of treaties, and accompa- 


nied with ſuch baſe and black circumitances, 


that even thoſe who had the wickedneſs to. 


contrive 


I Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. II. p 309. 
m See Temple : Memoirs, Burnet, Kenner, &c. 
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contrive it had not the impudence to avow 
it, but endeavoured to conceal their deſigns 
as long as poſſible. by the vileſt proſtitution - of 
their own and their country's honour, giving 
the ſtrongeſt aflurances to France of their re- 
ſolution to deſtroy the ſtate, and at the {ame 
time, proteſting in Holland the fincerity of 
their affection for the republic !. 
The penſionary de Mitt, though he was 
not entirely blinded by the delufive repreſen- 
tations of Prance and England, yet it is cer- 
tain that it was a long ime before he per- 
ceived in how great danger the republic ſtood. ch 
The regard he had for Sir William Temple; 
and his confidence in the declarations made by 
him, kept this ſtateſman long in ſuſpence, 7 
and the great conſideration he had for the | 
French embaſſador contributed not a little to I 
the keeping him fixed in theſe ſentiments, 
notwithſtanding the ſtrong appearance there 
was of foul dealing. Beſides the prince of 
Orange being introduced into the council of 
ſtate, his party gained ground daily, and 
there were likewiſe ſo many who were grown 
jealous of the penſionary's authority, that he 
found himſelf ſcarce at liberty to act, when 
he diſcerned.the danger ; but however he ap- 
plied himſelf diligently to the putting both 
the ſea and land forces of the republic into 
the beſt condition poſſible, -in which he met 


not with more difficulties from the avowed 
"4 oppolition 


| 


a Temple's Letters, Rereiby's Memoirs, and the Examen by 
Reger North Eſq; . | 
» Temple's Letters, Baſnage, Le Clerc, &c, 
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oppoſition of his enemies than from the dif. 
ferences and intrigues which broke out among 
his friends, who could not help diſputing 
about poſts and preferment, when the very 
being of the ſtate was 1n danger, and thereby 
ſacrificed not only the intereſt of the repub- 


lic to their private views, but alſo their own 


intereſt, as friends, to the eſtabliſhment then 
ſubſiſting, and the excluſion of the power of 
a ſingle perſon, in the direction of the com- 
monwealth ?. 

The ſtate was at this time torn by three 
different factions, The firſt were for re- 
ſtoring the old government, and placing the 
prince of Orange at the head of the republic 
adorn'd with the ſame title, and inveſted with 
the ſame power that his anceſtors had en- 
joyed. The ſecond, which were at that time 


ſtiled the faction of the De Witts, were for 


keeping cloſe to the perpetual edict, and ex- 
tinguiſhing the ſtadtholderſhip, which they 
looked on as an office incompatible with the 
freedom of the ſtate, Theſe were generally 


held direct enemies to the prince of Orange, 


whereas they certainly meant him well, only 


they thought they were oblig'd to mean thei þ 


country better; the two great offices of cap- 
tain-general and admiral they were content 


his highneſs ſhould poſſeſs, provided he took 


the uſual oath for abjuring the ſtadtholderſhip, 
and this they judged was as much power as 


the commonwealth could lodge in the hand 
of a ſingle perſon ſafely. The third party 
| | Were 


? Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. II. p. 339. 
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were a kind of trimmers, who from principle 
favour'd the De Witts, but to gratify private 
reſentments, or for the ſake of preſent conve- 
niences, could ſometimes go along with the 
other party. Theſe laſt were by far the leaſt 
powerful, and yet by a well or rather ill timed 
ſhifting, they conſtantly turn'd the ſcale *. 

When the war appear'd to be inevitable, 
the ſtates of Holland firit, and afterwards the 
ſtates-general elected the prince of Orange 
captain and admiral-general, in the latter end 
of February 1672, and in that quality he ſoon 
after took his ſeat in the aſſembly of the ſtates, 
and at the ſame time the oath for abjuring 


the ſtadtholderſhip, which within a few 


months after he accepted. This was certainly 
againſt the penſionary's judgment, ſince he 
would rather have given his highneſs that 
command in a time of peace. To attain this 
oreat offers were made to the king of England, 
He was promis'd ſatisfaction as to the flag, 
the redreſs of all the grievances complained of 
by his ſubjects in the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 
and as a proof of their ſincerity in this reſpect, 
the ſtates ordered all the gilding on the Royal 
Charles to be taken off, and as far as in them 
lay, to extinguiſh all memory of what had 
paſſed at Chatham, they offer'd to recall the 
medals ſtruck on that occaſion, and to. melt 
down the two golden cups given to admiral 
Ruyter, and the Ruard Van Putten. But — 
| | e . t pf 


1 This account of the parties in Holland is drawn from a 
comparifon of the ſeveral general hiſtories, particular me- 
moirs and collections of ſtate papers relating to thoſe times, 
eſpecially that printed at Doornick in 1674. 
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this came too late, the French king had made 
the Engliſh miniſtry ſenſible of his bounty, 
to tbe Full extent, and they repaid him by in- 
volving their maſter firit in an attempt on 
the Smyrna fleet, and then in an open war, 
which was declared in the latter end of March, 
in conjunction with France “. 
. The ſtates in this diſtreſs appointed deputies 
to go to the army, and at the ſame time 
named Cornelius de Witt ſole deputy on board 
the fleet, to which he went immediately, and 
was attended there with a guard, and all other 
marks of ſovereignty, as repreſenting the 
ſtates general. He behaved bravely in the 
battle of Sourhwold- Bay, fitting on the deck 
of the admiral and giving orders, under his 
canopy ſurrounded by halberdeers. But this 
pomp did him hurt, for the people at Dort 
were ſo provoked at the fight of theſe unuſual 
honours, that they not only abus'd him, 
when he retired thither from the fleet, on 
account of a fit of ſickneſs, but alſo broke into 
the town-houſe, where they cut to pieces a 
fine picture of the expedition at Chatham, 
and having ſever'd the head of the figure of 
M. De Witt from the body, they carried it 
out and nailed it to the gallows . On the 11th 
of June the ſame a the penſionary De Witt 


Was 


See Vol. III. of the compleat hiſtory of E gland, by bi- 
Kennet ; biſhop Parker's memoirs of his own times, Bur- 
net, Echard, but above all Temple's memoirs and letters. 

It is reported, that king C/ales was repreſented at the feet 
of de Witt, if ſo, it was undoubtedly a glaring inſtance of folly, 
but of whoſe folly? Why of thoſe who now pull'd it down, 
and who, at the time they erected it, were juſt as mad as Wher 

of they tore it to pieces. | 
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was aſſaſſinated at the Hague, by four per- 
ſons, one of whom was an advocate, his name 


acob Vandergraef, who was taken and loſt 
his head for it on the 29th of the ſame month. 
He faid at the place of execution, ** that he 
« made a folemn prayer to God before he at- 
„ tacked the penſionary, that if he was ſuch 
© a one as he thought him, he might ſuc- 
« ceed, and if otherwiſe, that he might loſe 
ee his own life.” The other three aſſaſſins 
fled to the prince of Orange's army, where 
they were fafe. After this attempt, in which 
the penſionary was dangerouſly wounded, the 


ſtates, at his requeſt, gave him a coadju- 


* | i 
Soon after this act of violence there hap- 
pen'd a tumult at Dort, in which the peo- 
ple declared they would have the prince of 


£ * . 
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Orange for ſtadtholder, and e er two of 


their magiſtrates to go and invite his highneſs 
thither, The prince of Orange was then at 
the head of the army, where his preſence. was 
abſolutely neceffary, yet he had the goodneſs 


to accept of this invitation; and on his arri- 


val the people roſe again and obliged the coun- 
cil to declare him ſtadtholder, tho' he had 
ſworn never to accept that office. It hap- 
pened that Cornelius de Witt was ſtill at Dort, 
ſick of the diſtemper on account of which he 
had left the fleet, To make the thing yet 
ſtronger they would needs have him ſign the act 

2 | e 2 . 17 @ 

t There was one Bornelagb another of the aſſaſſins, who was 
not only allowed to keep his place of poſt-maſter at the Hague, 


but had the reverſion of it given to his ſon. LeClerc, Vol. III. 


p. 289. 
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for declaring the prince ſtadtholder, and 
obliged the magiſtrates to carry it to him for 
that purpoſe, but he rejected the propoſal 
with a generous diſdain, and when they en- 
deavour'd to frighten him into it, by obſerv- 
ing to how great danger his refuſal muſt ex- 
poſe him, he anſwer' d, In the laſt ſea- 
* fight I heard ſo many balls whiſtle about 
my ears that Iam no longer afraid of them, 
and I had rather receive my death's wound 
re than play in ſuch a manner with the oath 
] have taken, by ſetting my hand to ſuch 
“ a writing”, Vet at laſt, moved by the 
prayers and entreaties of his wife and chil- 
. dren, he ſubſcribed ; adding after his name, 
the letters V. C. z. e. Ji coactus; conſtrain'd 
by force; but this being perceived by one of 
the miniſters who came with them, he was 
forc'd to put theſe letters out again u. 
The example of Dort, was very ſoon fol- 
low d by moſt of the other towns in the pro- 
vince, and every ſedition aroſe from theſe pre- 
tences, that the De Vitis plundered the ſtate, 
and the prince of) Orange was not ſtadt- 
holder. On the £d of Juh, the ſtates of 
Zealand removed the latter of theſe cauſes, 
and the very next day the ſtates of Holland 
repealed the perpetual edict and declared the 
prince their ſtadtholder alſo, which dignity he 
very readily received v. The cries of the 
people againſt the de Witts became louder and 
louder, and that they might not ſeem to cla- 
I mou: 


« Hiſtoire de Corneille & John de Wit t, Vol. II. p. 449. 
Le Clerc, Tom. III. p. 291. es 


and Joun DE WIr r. 
mour without cauſe, they gave out that the 
penſionary had diverted the ſecret ſervice mo- 
- ney to his own uſe, and had thereby defrauded 
the ſtate of above 80, ooo guilders a year. 
The penſionary upon this applied himſelf to 
the prince, and beſought him, ſince all pawer 
was now in his hands, to ſuppreſs theſe inſo- 
lencies, and to do him juſtice to the people. 
His highneſs anſwer'd with his uſual cold- 
neſs, that as to libels the penſionary muſt 
learn to bear them as he had done; and as to 
doing him juſtice, it was not in his power, 
ſince he knew nothing of the matter. This 
anſwer had, as might have been expected, a 
bad effect, as it ſeemed to give ſome degree 
of credit to the charge. The penſionary how- 


ever ſoon manifeſted his innocence by pre- 


ſenting a memorial to the ſtates-general, 
wherein he ſuggeſted, that tho' the diſpoſal 
of the ſecret-ſervice money had heretofore al- 
ways belong'd to his office, yet he had never 
meddled with it, from a foreſight of what might 
happen, and for the truth of this, he appeal'd 
to their noble mightineſſes the ſtates of Hol- 
land, who having verified this aſſertion, he 
was declared innocent of this charge. 

The prince of Orange, when rais'd to the 
ſo long ſought for honour of ſtadtholder, 
would willingly have gain'd the penſionary 
de Witt to his party, and to that end, he em- 
ployed ſome of his beſt friends to break the 

e 3 matter 

This is the judgment of all impartial hiſtorians, who una- 
nimouſly agree, that this ſtep was taken on purpoſe to caunte- 


nance the out-cry of the people, and at the tame time to mor- 


tity the De Wits, 
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matter to the penſionary, who anſwer'd, 
e that his highneſs did him a great deal of 
* honour, but that he was ſenſible it was not 
&« in his power to do the prince any ſervice, 
ce The people, ſaid he, hate me, and their ha- 
ee tred muſt be the more violent as it is abſo- 
<« lutely without a cauſe. They will therefore 


* diſlike every thing that paſſes through my 


ce hands, and inſtead of yielding any aſſiſtance 
ce to his highneſs, I ſhall be a conſtant dead 
weight on his intereſt, As to the compli- 
« ment he is pleaſed to make me, that my 
* authority under a ſtadtholder ſhall be as 


* oreat as it was before, it is what I leaſt de- 


« fire. I never ſought power, but as it 
© might enable me to ſerve my country, 
* and I ſincerely with that his highneſs 


* may be able to render the republic 
* greater and more ſucceſsful ſervices, and 


ce that from a heart as faithful, and as warm 
5 with zeal.” To ſhew however how eaſily 


he could acquieſce in whatever appeared to 


be the will of his ſovereigns, he went on the 
firſt of Auguſt, which was the day after his 
firſt going abroad fince his being aſſaſſinated, 
to wait upon the prince of Orange, in order 


to felicitate him on his being raiſed in the 
ftatholderſhip. His highnels received him 


very dryly, and though he converſed with him 


an hour, yet the penſionary ſaw plainly, that 


it was impoſſible to gain his friendſhip, but 


at the expence of being his creature ?, 
On 


4 Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt, Vol. II. p. 472, 
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On the 4th of Auguſt Mr. Jobn de Witt 


addreſſed himſelf to the ſtates of Holland, in 
order to procure his diſmiſſion from the poſt 
of penſionary, which they granted, after 
they had thanked him for his faithful ſervices 
for the ſpace of 19 years. After this he em- 
ployed his time in drawing up a ſtate of the 
finances, for he was not ſatisfied with hav- 
ing clean hands, he thought that one who 
had exerciſed ſo long the office of firſt mi- 
niſter to ſo powerful a republic, ought not 
only to be guiltleſs, but exempt from all ſuſ- 
picion. This was the great thing he had in 
view, and this he lived to accomplith, for he 
ſo little affected public buſineſs, when he faw 
it was no longer in his power to benefit the 
public, that tho” he vas ſtill a member of the 
great council, yet he very ſeldom went thi- 
ther, but deplored in ſecret the misfortunes 
of his country, which from the higheſt pro- 
ſperity, fell as-it were, all at once, to the 
very brink of ruin “. : 
It is not ſtrictly my buſineſs, and if it were 
T ſhould not find it very eaſy to aſſign the 
cauſes of thoſe miſchiefs which befell Holland 
in 1672. It is clear that the perfidiouſneſs 
of the French court, and the venality of king 
Charles's miniſters, were among the chief of 
them, but it is no leſs true, that the ſtate 
might have made much greater reſiſtance 
than ſhe did, if it had not been for her in- 
teſtine diviſions, This it was that ſpread 
i SW that 


* See Baſnage, Le Clerc, De la Neuville, Prand's life of 
de Ruyter, &c. 8 
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that terror and confuſion, which every where 
appear'd on the invaſion of the French, and 
occaſion'd in a few days the loſs of places 
that might have withitood an enemy for 
many months ; but the reader muſt not ſup- 


. Poſe that this at all weakens what our au- 


thor ſuggeſts in the enſuing work*, Since he 


: there takes it for granted, that men would 


be ſenſible of the bleſſings they poſſeſs d, and 


join unanimouſly and heartily in ſupporting 


the government to which they owed them, 
and it is upon this hypotheſis he affirms what 


- would have been found true, that Holland might 


have defended herſelf even againſt France. 

I cannot but obſerve upon this occaſion that 
the — of Oranges party heightened theſe 
confuſions in order to ruin the de Witts. The 
mob were encouraged to pull down a houſe 
in which the penſionary was ſuppos'd to lie 
ſick, and an attempt was made to aſſaſſinate 
Cornelius de Witt in his houſe at Dort, on the 


very ſame day his brother had been attacked 


in the ſtreet. Peter Grotius, the ſon of the 
great Hugo, lately returned from his embaſſy 
in France, ſav'd his life by flight, but bis 
houſe was plunder'd, and the prince of Orange 


himſelf cauſed the count de Montbas, who had 


married the ſiſter of the de Witts to be arreſted 
in his camp, and if he had not eſcap'd, would 
have condemned him as a traytor, tho he 
had behav'd himſelf as bravely as any man 
could 


© See xi and xii Chap. of part II. and compare them with 
xili. xiv, and xv. Chapters. a 
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could do, which increaſed the ſtorm, that 


was but already too great“. 

While the common cry was ſtrong againſt 
the de Witts, a barber whoſe name was T:ch- 
laer, came to the prince's camp, and in- 
inform'd the lord Zuyleftern, natural uncle to 


— 


the prince, that Cornelius de Witt, the antient 


burgomaſter of Dort, had given him money, 
and promis'd him a great reward to poiſon 


the prince, becauſe, as he ſaid, they could 


not otherwiſe preſerve their liberty, the 
prince being now made ſtadtholder, contrary 
to the perpetual edict; and that they might 
come to fall under a foreign power by a 
match betwixt ſome foreign potentate and a 
daughter of the prince, if he ſhould have 
any. The barber having given this upon 
oath, the prince communicated the ſame to 
the court of Holland, who thereupon commit- 
ted de Witt to priſon, and after having exa- 


mined both parties, confronted them, and 


enquired into the matter by torture and 
otherwiſe *, conſidering all circumſtances, with 
the 


d Hiſtoire de Corneille & Jean de Witt. See alſo the me- 
moirs of the count de Mountbas, publiſhed at Cologne. 

© This William Tichlaer, a barber-ſurgeon, was à very in- 
famous fellow. Some time before this, he had turned away 
Cornelia Pleunen his maid-ſervant, and inſtead of her wages 
gave her a bill for bleeding, tooth-drawing, &c. which he 
wore to, and ſo got off. The wench, in her paſſion, ſaid 
he was a perjur'd villain, and had cheated her of her wages. 
Upon this, Tich/aer brought his action before the Ruard van 
Putten, for his loſs of reputation. But the jury or Leen-mannen 
as the Dutch call them, found for the defendant, being con- 
vinced, they ſaid, ſhe ſpoke nothing more than truth. 

© Upon the oath of this ſingle and moſt worthy witneſs, 


had 


Cornelius de Mitt, who made fo great a figure in the ſtate, and | 
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the ſteadfaſt adherence, when confronted, of 
the barber to his accuſation, and the an- 
ſwers of the defendant ' and his defence, they 
condemned the latter to loſe all his offices and 
employments, baniſh'd him for ever out of 
Holland and Weſt-Friejland, and order'd him 
to depart as ſoon as poſſible, without ever 
returning, on pain of ſeverer puniſhment, 
condemned him Mtn coſts of ſuit, and ſet his 


accuſers at liberty *. 


The wife, brother and friends of Cornelius 
de Witt preſented ſeveral petitions and infor- 
mations to the court to vindicate the defen- 
dant ; inſiſting upon the ſervices he had done 
to the ſtate for a great many years, and that 
he was but juſt returned home from the fleet, 
where his very enemies would bear witneſs to 
his courage and conduct. They alledg'd alſo 
the whole tenor of his converſation, as a ſuf- 
ficient defence againſt this calumny, and re- 
ferr'd to the records of ſeveral courts, where 
the” barber had been condemn'd for perjury, 
and ſcandalizing ſeveral perſons of note, that 
he was under ſentence at the ſame time for 
a rape, for which he was anſwerable to a court 
of the defendant's juriſdiction, who was 


thereby entitled to his ere, for which 
he 


had juſt gained a victory over the French and Englie fleets, was 
put to the torture ; and while the hangman did his office, the 
Ruard repeated the third ode of the third book of Horace, which 
ſo ſurpriz'd his judges, that they went away, and left him with 
the fiſcal and executioners, not able to endure the ſight of 3 


man they were about to injure ſtill farther. 
This is the ſentence tranſcrib'd, and it is very remarkable, 


that thoſe who puniſh him do not declare him guilty, even in 
their own opinions. 


7 
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he ow'd the defendant a grudge ; that the de- 


fendant never ſaw him but once, which was 


ſoon after his return from ſea, when the bar- 


ber, after ſeveral applications, was admitted 
to his bed-chamber, on pretence of having 
ſomething of importance to diſcover to him, 
without any body's being by; that Mrs. de 
Witt diſtruſting the fellow becauſe of his ill 
looks, and becauſe of the univerſal clamour 
that was rais'd againſt her huſband and his 
brother, who had narrowly eſcaped being 
murdered by aſſaſſins a very little before, ſhe 
ordered the chamber-door to be kept open, 
and her ſon and ſervant ta ſtay in the next 
room, in view of the bed upon which her 
huſband lay, becauſe of his indiſpofition ; 
that they heard all that paſs'd betwixt her 
huſband and the barber ; that the latter, after 
ſome diſcourſe about the calamities of their 
country, and the preſent poſture of affairs, 
ſaid, he had ſomething to propoſe to him, if 
he would keep it ſecret and give him aſſiſtance. 
To which her huſband anſwered, that if what 
he had to propoſe was good, he would. do 


what he defired ; but if otherwiſe he might 


get him gone. To which the barber replied, 
Since you will not hear me, Sir, I'll be gone. 
And ſo bidding him farewel, he was let out 
of the houſe by her ſervant, after he had 
ſtaid about a quarter of an hour, That de 
Witt, reflecting upon what had paſſed, . ſent 
for the town clerk, gave him an account of 
what the fellow had ſaid, and defired him, 
lince he was not able to go himſelf, that he 

would 
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would go to the preſent burgo-maſter, and 
get a warrant to take up and examine the 
barber, A warrant was accordingly taken, 
but the witneſs could not be found 'till after 
he had given in his accuſation upon oath, to 
which he was encourag'd by the clamours of 
the people againſt her huſband*. 
It happen'd unfortunately that the barber 
being at liberty, and publiſhing it loudly at 
the Hague, that the Ruard Van Putten had 
been convicted on his evidence, the people 
grew tumultuous, eſpecially after they heard 
the ſentence, which they ſaid was cruel if he 
was innocent, and contrary to juſtice if he 
was guilty. When the barber ſaw them in this 
diſpoſition he trump'd up another tale, that 
; ' - af they did not prevent it, Cornelius de Witt 
4 would be quickly reſcued out of priſon, Upon 
this the people inſtantly arm'd, and ſurrounded 
the place where he was confined. It fell out 
very unfortunately that the penſionary, who 
þ had been ſent for by his brother, went to bim, 
A contrary to the advice of his friends ; and as 
A he was bringing him out of priſon, in order 
Þ| do depart, according to his ſentence, a wo- 
= man cried out to the guard of burghers, who 
ſtood before the priſon door, What the Devil ! 
men, there's the traytors going off, drive them 
up again, or ſtrike them dead, Upon which, 
the guard order'd them both to go up again, 
or they would fire upon them ; and tho 
the 


f All that Tichlaer offer'd on the other fide was, that he had 
been injured, that the court which condemn'd him was partial, 
the jury perjured and himſelf, notwithſtanding what all the 
world ſajd, an honeſt man. | 
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the penſionary ſpoke to them with authority 
to forbear, they forc'd them both in again, 
and oblig'd their coach to drive off, in which 
their father ſat, in order to have carried them 
to dinner :?. In mean time the the tumult 
increas'd, and the report being ſpread, that 
Cornelius had eſcap'd, the people would not 
be pacified till two of the burgo-maſters and 
four burghers went up and fatisfied them to 
the contrary. The penſionary prevail'd with 
the magiſtrates to dine with him and his bro- 
ther. But in the mean time all the compa- 
nies of burghers came in arms about the priſon, 
drew up in good order, and would ſuffer no 
man to go in, for fear of an uproar. Three 
troops of horſe which then lay in the Hague 
alſo mounted : one of them went to' the 
uſual place of rendezvous, and the other two 
endeavoured to get into the outer court of the 
priſon, but the people kept them off with 
their pikes and muſkets, and the armed rabble 
got up to the tops of the neighbouring houſes, 
to ſee that neither of the de Witts ſhould 
eſcape, and perceiving that the officers ſtaid 
long in the priſon, and apprehending them 
to be murdered, they began to throw ſtones 
and to fire their pieces at the doors and win- 


dows, 


5 We are told in the Dutch relations of this tragedy, that a 
perſon of too great quality for the keeper to diſpute with, came 
in the morning, and akcer a ſhort interview with Cornelius de 
Witt, ordered the jaylor, as if it were at the priſoner's r 
to go and bring, by all means, his father and brother to ſee 
him. As ſoon as M. Cornelius de Witt ſaw his brother, he 
eried out, why came you here? and the penſionary, under- 
ſtanding he had not ſent for him, foreſaw his own and his 
brother's fate, who lay on the bed crippled by the torture. 
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dows, *till the officers ſpoke to them out of 
the windows, and told them, all was well b. 
A groundleſs report was in the mean time 
ſpread, that the mob of the neighbouring 
villages and towns had taken arms, and were 
coming to plunder the' Hague. This in- 
creaſed the tumult, and ſome of the burghers 
cried out, We ſtay here to guard à couple of 
rogues, woho will certainly be reſcued before to- 
morrow, by force or fraud; and FA they eſcape, 
the town will be next day all in blood and con- 
fufion, and our houſes plunder d. Upon which 
many requeſted, that the de Mitts might be 
carried to the town-houſe, where they would 
be kept ſecurely, without any trouble. Others 
N cried out, let us tie them te the gibbet and ſhoot 
1 tbem. Upon which one of the mob bid them 
1 follow him, and he would be their leader; 
and then with their muſkets and ſmith's 
bammers they broke up the doors, and came 
to the chamber, where they found the pen- 
ſionary fitting upon the foot of the bed, read- 
ing his bible, and his brother laid down in his 
night gown, The penfionary aſk'd them 
what they would have, and why all that vio- 
lence ? one of them anſwer'd, You muſt walk 
- down, for we will have your lives', Corne- 
ö lius 
n The magiſtrates applied early enough for aſſiſtance, to the 
prince of Orange, beſeeching him to come to their aid, or at 
leaſt to ſend them troops. The anſwer they received was, that 
his preſence was neceſſary in the camp, and that for troops they 
could not be ſpared. All this, and the authorities on which 


the facts are reported, the reader may find in Le Clerc, Tom. 
III. p. 300—308. 


i It is eaſy to diſcern this was a tumult under direction, for 1. 


The guard was chang'd. 2. The mob were headed by Van =_ 
. | 5 chen, 
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lius riſing from the bed, ſpoke roughly 
to the fellow, and bid him go down ; but 
the penſionary ſeeing that no reaſon would 
do, he took his brother by the hand to go 
down ſtairs, where he was wounded by a pike 
over the eye; upon which he held up his hands 
and eyes to heaven, recommending his ſoul 


to God; and as he went out, was forc'd by 


the mob to the very place where he had been 
aſſaſſinated two months before, and barba- 
rouſly murder'd, covering his face with his 
cloak, as Cz/ar did; and his laſt words were, 
well, men | well, citizens! and ſoon after 
his brother underwent the ſame fate, Upon 
this, the coinpanies retired under their reſpective 
colours in good order, while the barbarous 
rob carried their dead bodies to the gallows, 
where they hung the penſionary a foot higher 
than his brother, and afterwards mangling 
their corps, cut their cloaths in a thouſand 
pieces, and ſent them about the country, as 
if they had been trophies of a conqueſt; and 
ſome of them cut out large pieces of their 
fleſh, which they broil'd and eat *. Thus 
fell theſe two great men by popular fury ; 
Cornelius de Witt in the 49th, and the penſi- 


onary in the 47th year of his age, both equally 


zealous for the glory and liberty of their na- 
tive 


chen, then a magiſtrate. 3.Tho' the ringleaders were ſo well 

own, they were never puniſhed, | 

The circumſtances of this inhuman butchery have been 
very particularly recorded. It has been eſpecially obſerved, 
that one Henry Verhoof a gold-ſmith cut open their bodies 
like a butcher, took out both their hearts, carried them to a 
Public houſe to feaſt the enemies of the 4e Witts with the ſight, 
and aſterwards kept them a long time by him. | 
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tive country, and formerly as much belov'd, 


now they were hated by the people, who 
look'd upon them to be the cauſes of all the 


calamities with which their country was at 


that time overwhelm'd '. 

The Ruard van Putten left behind him a 
daughter who was afterwards married to her 
couſin Mr. John de Mitt, fon of the penſio- 
nary, who gave ſignal proofs of his extraor- 
dinary abilities, tho' to the ſorrow of his rela- 
tions, and indeed of all who knew him, he 
died in the flower of his age, leaving behind 
him two ſons and a daughter. The names of 
the ſons were Cornelius and John, and they 
reſembled in every reſpect their grandfather 
ſo nearly, that all the true friends of their 
country ſaw with delight theſe worthy repre- 
ſentatives of a family, which had done and 
ſuffered ſo much for the ſafety and liberty of 
their country *. ff 

As very unuſual pains had been taken firſt 
to excite, and then to augment that ſpirit of 
rage and fury which brought theſe great mento 
ſo undeſerved an end, and as after their deaths 
it had been given out that a full diſcovery had 
been made of ſome traiterous correſpondence 


carried on by the penſionary; the ſtates of 


Holland thought fit to appoint a ſolemn depu- 
tation, who were directed to ſeize and ſeal 
up all the papers of the late miniſter, and to 
bring them to the chancery of the Hague, 
where they were examin'd by M. de Witts 
Ws 
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! Baſnage, Le Clerc. de la Neuville, Kc. 
"- Hiſtoire de C. & J. de Witt, Vol. II. p. 541. 
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ſucceſſor in the office of keeper of the ſeals, 
who declared, that he found nothing crimi- 
nal in any of the penſionary's papers, but on 
the contrary many freſh marks of his fidelity, 
and one extraordinary inſtance of his care, 
correctneſs and aſſiduity, fince in the whole 
of his tranſactions for nineteen years there was 
not a fingle paper but what was in its proper 
place, ſo as that it might be immediately re- 
ferred to“. 

The truth is, the virtues of theſe great men 
were ſo reſplendent, and the ſervices they 
had rendered their country ſo many, and of 
ſuch high conſequence, that when death had 
exempted them from the purſuits of envy, 
even thoſe who had perſecuted them living, 
did juſtice to their memory. When king 


Charles II. heard of the death of the de Vitis, 


he enter d into a diſcourſe of the hazard a man 
run in accepting the office of penſionary. 
] am heartily ſorry, ſaid he, for the fate of 
« John de Mitt, but he was cloath'd with the 
* moſt dangerous character in his country. 
* That character of which Barnevelt felt the 
% pain; Paaw experienc'd the clamours and 
* calumnies, which are uſually rais'd againſt 
* him who enjoys it, and of which Cats alone 
** enjoy'd the pleaſure, This laſt, when he 
* threw himſelf on his knees before the 
* ſtates, to procure his diſmiſſion, could not 
* forbear on their granting it, breaking out into 
tears of joy that flow'd from a juſt ſenſe 

f « of 

* Ibid. p. 547. 
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te of his happineſs i in eſcaping ſafe and ſound 
te from ſuch a poſt ®”. 

The prince of Orange, who had only. a po- 
litical averſion for the de Vitts, when he heard 
of their barbarous murder, inſtead of ſhewing 
the leaſt approbation of it, or even attributin 
their fate to their own fault, reproved ſuch 
as ſpoke diſreſpectfully of Cornelius deWitt ,and 
then applying himſelf to a perſon of diſtinction 
who was near him; We have loſt, ſaid be, in 
the penſionary a great miniſter and a great 
man. His genius was equal to his employ- 
« ments, and the virtues of his private life 
« added luſtre to his talents for public buſi- 
<« neſs”. His highneſs had reaſon indeed to 
ſay this, for the penſionary de Witt was much 
more careful of his education than any of his 


own family. © I know, ſaid that great ſtateſ. 


« man, that the prince will be one day ſet at 
« the head of affairs, and therefore, out of re- 
e gard for my country, I would willidgly 
e contribute, as far as in me lies, to his at- 
* taining. every quality which may render 
him equal to thoſe employments, to which 
« he may be hereafter called 4,” 

Mr. Samſon, who wrote the life of kin 


A 


William, has therein drawn the following 


character of the penſionary « He was, ja 


* Ibid p. 547. 

P Hiſtoire de Guillaume III Tom. IT. p. 421. 

4 Burnet's Hiſtory of his own times, Vol. I. p. 364; where 
the author ſays, that he had this from the mouth of the prince 
of Orange, who acknowledged, that he owed his perf 


knowledge of the affairs of Holland to the diſcourſes and in- 
ſtructions of John de Witt. 


1 
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he, © a perſon of univerſal abilities, and the 
« greateſt genius of his age, the ableſt politi- 
« cjan in war, as well as peace, the Atlas of 
« the commonwealth, of which, even his 
© enemies look'd upon him as the great oracle. 
« He was induſtrious, vigilant and indefa- 
« tigable in buſineſs, ſober, modeſt, always 
ie ſerious; but withal courteous, * affa- 
« ble and agreeable in every thing he did. 
« As diſintereſted as a man could poſſibly be, 
« ſince all he propos'd was the proſperity of 
« his country, and the maintainance of its 


« liberty. Tho' he was very eaſy of acceſs, 


te and extremely civil to every body; yet he 
« was far from courting popularity by any 
e mean or baſe ſubmiſſions to the people. 
« Always equal to himſelf, and never ſhaken 
t even amidſt the greateſt misfortunes : his 
e mind retain'd its uſual compoſure; and even 
te to his laſt breath he manifeſted that heroic 
« firmneſs as ſuch men are only capable of, 
« whole conſciences are void of offence, To 
e ſum up his character in few words, I ſhall 
« ſay, that in whatever could demonſtrate 
« either abilities of ſoul; or addreſs of body, 
© he excell'd: He was a great mathema- 
* tician, a good philoſopher, and an univer- 
* fal ſcholar; In a word, he had an exqui- 
« fite judgment and an admirable memory, 
at the ſame time that he poſſeſſed, in the 


* higheſt perfection, thoſe qualities which 


* books and ſtudy never can beſtow, and 


cc 


* a miniſter of ſtate, who is at the head of 
„ 4 affairs, 


which are however abſolutely neceſſary to 


th 
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ce affairs, and who adminiſters as he did, ina 
© manner alone, the government of a great 
c republic*.” We 

Biſhop Burnet has given us a very large 
character of the penſionary, but it is not very 
exact. He ſays, that he was rais'd to that 
office by that time he was 26, whereas he was 
nearer 28. He obſerves he was defective in the 
knowledge of modern hiſtory, but the readet 
will perceive, by the enſuing pages, how much 
the prelate erred in that point; and he erred 
ſtill farther in affirming him to have hated 
the houſe of Orange, which it is moſt certain 
he never did, but lov'd, as became him, his 
country's ſafety better than the intereſt ot 
grandeur of any princely family; and to prove 
this, one need do no more than cite the bi- 
ſhop's character of him at large, which in- 
deed is ſo particular, and contains ſo many 
curious circumſtances, that notwithſtanding 
theſe little ſlips, I ſhall recommend it to the 
reader's peruſal. 

After having mentioned his family, he 
proceeds to tell us, © that his breeding was 
eto the civil law, which he underſtood very 
<« well. He was a great mathematician ; and 
as his Elementa Curvarum ſhew what 3 
* man he was that way; ſo perhaps no man 
© ever applied algebra to all matters of trade 

* ſo nicely as he did. He made himſelf fo 
ce entirely maſter of the ſtate of Holland, that 
«© he onkefived exactly all the concerns of 
their revenue, and what ſums, and in what 

g | cc manner 


_ I Hiſtoire de Guillaume III. Tom, II. p. 413. 
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© manner could be raiſed upon any emer- 
e gency of ſtate, For this he had a pocket- 
e book full of tables, and was ever ready to 
« ſhew how they could be furniſhed with 
% money, He was a frank, fincere man, 
&« without fraud, or any other artifice but 
te ſilence; to which he had ſo accuſtomed 
« the world, that it was not eaſy to know, 
© whether he was ſilent on deſign or cuſtom, 


© He had a great clearneſs of apprehenſion: 


© and when any thing was propoſed to him, 
© how. new ſoever, he heard all patiently, 
and then aſked ſuch queſtions as occurred 
% to him: and by the time he had done all 
this, he was as much maſter of the propo- 
« ſition, as the perſon was that had made it. 
© He knew nothing of modern hiſtory, nor 
«* of the ſtate of courts, and was eminently 
« defective in all points of form. But he had 
ce laid down this 2 a maxim, that all princes 
« and ſtates followed their own intereſts: ſo, 
| © by obſerving what their true intereſt were, 
e he thought he could, wi great intelli- 
« gence, calculate what they were about, 


He did not enough conſider how far paſ- 


e ſions, amours, humours and opinions wrought 


* on the world, chiefly on princes. He had 
the notions of a commonwealth from the 
* Greeks, and Romans. And from them he 
came to fancy, that an army commanded 
*© by officers of their own country, was both 
more in their power, and would ſerve 
them with the more zeal, ſince they them- 
8 © ſelves had ſuch an intereſt in the ſucceſs. 
1 * | And 
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And ſo he was againſt their axky foreig- 


ners unleſs it was to be common loldiers to 
ſave their own people. But he did not 
enough conſider the phlegm and covetouſ. 
neſs of his countrymen; of which he felt the 
ill effects afterwards. This was his greateſt 
error, and it turned totally upon him. 
But for the adminiſtration of juſtice at 
home, and for the management of theit 
trade and their forces by ſea, he was the 
ableſt miniſter they ever had. He had an 
hereditary hatred to the houſe' of Orange. 
He thought it was impoſſible to maintain 


« their liberty, if they were till ſtadtholders. 


Therefore he did all that was poſſible to 
ut an invincible bar in their way, by the 
perpetual edict, But at the ſame time, he 
took great care of preſerving the young 
prince fortune, and look'd well to his edu- 
cation, and gave him, as the prince him- 
{elf told me, very juſt notions of every 
thing relating tothe ſtate, For he did not 
know, but that at ſome time or other he 
would be ſet over them. Therefore he 
intended to render him fit to govern well. : 
The famous ' Sir William Temple, than 


whom no man was better acquainted,” either 
with the perſonal character of the penſionary 
de Witt, or with the ' Dutch government in 
general, ſpeaks of him on various occaſions, 
with the utmoſt eſteem, and with the higheſt 
teſtimonies of praiſe and admiration. He ob- 
ſerves, that when he was at the head of the 


government, he differed —_ in his man- 
Pew -Yy | ner 
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ner of living, from an ordinary citizen. When 
he made viſits he was attended only by a ſingle 
footman, and on common occaſions he was 
frequently ſeen in the ſtreets without any ſer- 
vant at all. This moderation indeed was 
very agrecable to the nature of that govern- 
ment which he laboured to ſapport ; for in an 
equal commonwealth there ought to be little 
or no diſtinction amongſt citizens, and the By 
poſts in the adminiſtration ſhould rather be 
accounted honourable burthens than employ- 
ments to be ſought for profit. Theſe were 
abſolutely the ſentiments of the grand pen- 
ſionary, whoſe office for the firſt ten years, 
brought him in little more than 300 J. and in 
the latter part of his life not above 700 J. 
fer ann, When he refuſed a gift of 10,000. 
from the ſtates general, it was becauſe he 
thought it a bad precedent in the government, 
and when he accepted from the nobles of 
Holland 1 500 l. it was with a view to the 
public ſervice, which he would have been 
the leſs able to attend, but for that convenient 
ſupply, his fortune being much inferior to | 
what, 'in our times, we ſee commonly rais'd | | 
by an under clerk in a great office, With 
great reaſon therefore, Sir Villiam Temple 
ſpeaking of his death obſerves £ 
« He wasa perſon that deſervedanother fate, 
and a better return from his country after 
" « eigen years ſpent- in their miniſtry, 
without any care of his ente tainments or 
| f 4 a « eaſe, 
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'See Sir William Temple s letters and memoirs. 
dee his Obſervations upon the United Provinces, p. 16a. 
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.* eaſe, and little of his fortune. A man of 


* unwearied induſtry, inflexible conſtancy, 
“ ſound, clear and deep underſtanding, and 


. untainted integrity, ſo that whenever he was 


e blinded, it was by the paſſion he had for 


«© that which he eſteemed the good and in- 


ce tereſt of his ſtate, This teſtimony is juſtly 
dueto him from all that were well acquainted 


with him, and is the more willingly paid, 


* ſince there can be as little intereſt to flatter, 
* as honour to reproach the dead.” 

But way do I trouble the reader with au- 
thorities in ſupport of his character, who in 
the following ſheets has erected a never- fading 
monument to his own immortal memory, 
This book contains thoſe maxims of govern- 
ment upon which he acted ; it ſhews us the 
true and gepuine principles of policy, on which 
alone it is poſſible to erect an adminiſtration, 


profitable at home, and which muſt command 


reſpe& abroad. Here on the one hand are 
pointed out the miſchiefs of tyranny, arbitrary 
power, authority derived from faction, mo- 
bels - and every other ſpecies of corrup- 


tion. On the other hand, here is explain'd 


the true method of acquiring and ſecuring 
power, riches and peace, and of managing and 
extending trade ; of ſupporting liberty without 
running into licentiouſneſsy and of admi- 
niſtring the commonwealth in ſuch a manner, 


as that the poſſeflors of power ſhall not be ei- 


ther envied or fear d. Such is the work, and 
ſuch was its author, a _ good man, 
who 
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who after overcoming ſuch domeſtick diffi- 
culties as were thought inſuperable, and tri- 


umphing over foreign enemies, periſh'd at 


laſt by popular fury, who coming to the go- 


vernment in diſtreſs'd and perilous times, by 


his ſkill, his probity and indefatigable induſtry, 
firſt rendered his country ſafe, then happy; 
who owed his deſtruction to the wantonneſs 
of that proſperity he had procured, and was 
buried in the ruins of that fabrick which 
none but his own incomparable genius could 
erect. Would you ſee the model of this 
ſuperb edifice, behold it in his book, and know 
that the author of theſe memoirs conſiders it 
as his greateſt felicity, that he has lived to pay 
this tribute to the memory of theſe martyrs, 
the Common friends to liberty and to man- 
kind, whoſe virtues have been ſo imperfectly 
known to Britons, that manylook upon them 
as juſt victims to their own ambition, whereas 
they were abſolutely facrifices of ſtate, which 


ought to teach every free people to reflect, 


when they are ſtirred up againſt ſuch as 
have been long eſteem'd patriots, fince 
it is eaſy to commit ſuch an action as 
was that of the murder of the de Witte, 
while the ſtain of it is ſcarce ever to be 
wiped out, 3 


[ 
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To the Memory of the Grand 
Penſionary. 
H W high, and yet how juſt, de Witt thy 
fame ! 
Who would not die like thee for ſuch a name? 
Yet ev'n that death could no ſuch honour give, 
He abo uod reach thy fame muſt like thee live, 
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Wherein are laid down the general political 
maxims which tend to the proſperity of all 


countries: and ſome reaſons to make it evi- 
dent, that the ſame do aptly agree to Holland 
and Weſt-F rieſland. 


T2 we may not abruptly ſpeak of the * 


true intereſt and political maxims of Hol- 
land and Weſt-Friefland, nor yet ſurprize 1 
the reader with unknown matters, I judge it ne- 
ceſſary to begin with a al diſcourſe of the uni- 
verſal and true political maxims of all countries: 
that the reader being enlightned by ſuch reaſoning, 
may the better comprehend the true political 
maxims of Holland and Weſt-Friefland. And ſee- 
ing that almoſt all the people in Europe, as the 
§paniards, Italians, French, &c. do expreſs the 
ſame by the word intereſt, I ſhall often have occa- 
ſion to uſe the ſame likewiſe here for brevity ſake, 
in the ſame ſenſe that they do; viz. ſeeing the true 
ntereſt of all countries conſiſts in the joint welfare 
of the governors and governed; and the ſame is 
known to — on a 8 government, that be- 
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ing the true foundation whereon all the proſperity 
of any country is built; we are therefore to know, 
that a good government is not. that where the well 
or ill· being of the ſubjects depends on the virtues 
or vices of the rulers; but (which is worthy of ob- 
ſervation) where the well or ill- being of the rulers 
neceſſarily follows or depends on the well or ill. 
being of the ſubjects. For ſeeing we muſt belicve 
that in all ſocieties or aſſemblies of men, felt is al. 
ways preferred; ſo all ſovereigns or ſupreme 

owers will in the firſt place ſeek their own advan. 
tage in all things, tho? to the prejudice of the ſub- 
jet. But ſeeing on the other hand true intereſt 
cannot be compaſſzd by a government, unleſs the 
generality of the people partake thereof ;. therefore 
the publick welfare will ever be aimed at by good 
rulers. All which very aptly agrees with our La. 


tin and Dutch proverb, that, Tanium de publicis 
malis ſenlimus, quantum ad privatas res pertinet ; 


i. e. We are only ſenſible of publick afflictions, in 
ſo far as they touch our private affairs; for no body 
halts of another man's fore. | 7 
Whereby it clearly follows, that all wiſe men, 
whether monarchs, princes, ſovereign lords, of: 
rulers of republicks, are always inclined fo to 
ſtrengthen their country, kingdom, or city, that 
they may defend themſelves againſt the power of 
any ſtronger neighbour, The rulers weltare there- 
fore does ſo far neceſſarily depend on the welfare of 
the ſubject; elſe they would ſoon be conquer'd by 
ſtronger neighbouring princes, and be turn'd out 


of their government. Thoſe monarchs and ſupreme 


powers, who by bad education, and great proſpe- 
rity, follow their pleaſures, ſuffer their government 
to fall into the hands of favourites and courtiers, and 
do commonly neglect this firſt duty; the faid fa. 
vourites in the mean time finding themſelves veſted 


with ſuch ſovereign power, do for the moſt as 
| ruk 
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rule to the benefit of themſelves, and to the pre- 
judice, not only of ſuch voluptuous and unwary - ; ; 
chief magiſtrates, but alſo of their ſubjects; and 
by con ſcquence to the weakning of the political 
ſtate; ſo that we have often ſcen revolutions of 
ſuch monarchies by the ill government of favourites. 
But ſuch princes as are wiſe, and do not entruſt 
their power in other mens hands, will not omit to 
ſtrengthen their dominions againſt their neighbours 
as much as poſſible. But when monarchies, or re- 
publicks are able enough to do this, and have no- 
thing to fear from their neighbouring ſtates or po- 
; tentates, then they do uſually, according to the op- 
} portunity put into their hands by the form of their 
government, take courſes quite contrary to the 
welfare of the ſubject. | 
For then it follows as truly from the ſaid gene - Mience 
ral maxims of all rulers, that the next duty of mo- be in- 
narchs, and ſupreme magiſtrates, is to take ſpecial _ F 
care that their ſubjects may not be like generous ;, dete 
and metalſome horſes, which, when they cannot be and impo- . 
commanded by the rider, but are too headſtrong, 2%% the 
; wanton, and powerful for their maſter, they reduce woe 
and keep ſo tame and manageable, as not to refuſe „% of. 
the bit and bridle, I mean taxes and obedience. /me to 
For which end it is highly neceſſary to prevent the et 
greatneſs and power of their cities, that they may pens: " 
not out of their own wealth be able to raiſe and %½ ag. 9 
maintain an army in the field, not only to repel all Ariſt. 
foreign power, but alſo to make head againſt their Polit. 4 5. 
own lord, or expel him. And as little, yea much 
leſs may prudent ſovereign lords or monarchs per- 
mit that their cities, by their ſtrong fortifications, 
and training their inhabitants to arms, ſhould have 
| an opportunity eaſily, if they pleas'd, to diſcharge 
. and turn off their ſovereign. Bot if herein a ſove- 
reign had neglected his duty, there's no way left for 
rt him, but to wait an opportunity to command ſuch 
r . B 2 populous 
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populous cities and ſtrongholds by citadels, and to 

L. 7. c. 11. render them weak and defenceleſs. And tho? Ari. 
ibid. olle ſays, that it very well ſuits an oligarchical ſtate 
to have their cities under command of a caſtle, yet 
this is only true of a great and populous city, that 
hath a prince over it, and not of a city that go- 
verns itſelf, or hath a ſhare in the ſupreme govern- 
ment; for ih ſuch a republick, the governor of 
that citadel wenld certainly be able to make him. 
ſelf maſter of that city, and to ſubjugate or over. 
top his rulers. And we ſee that this reaſon is fo 
ſtrong and clear, and confirm'd by experience, 
that the hiſtory of all former ages, as well as the 
j age we live in, teach us, that the rulers of repub- 
b licks, whatever they are, have wiſely forbom 
[| erecting citadels, and do ſtill continue to do fo, 
| So that it appears that the ſaid maxim tending to 
the overthrow of great and populous cities, may 

be attributed ro monarchs and princes at all times, 

but never to republicks, unleſs when they have in- 
confiderately ſubdued great cities; and tho? not 

willing to demoliſh them, yet are wiiling to keep 

them diſtinct from the ſovereign government. 

But if the inconſiderate reader be fo far prepoſſelsd 

in favour of monarchy and againſt common free- 

dom, that he neither can nor will ſubmit himſelf 

to this way of reaſoning, nor to the venerable and 

antient leſſons of old and renowned philoſophers, 

then let him know, that the chriſtian and invinct- 

= the ple monarch Juſtinian has for ever eſtabliſhed the 
Jaitinia. ſaid monarchical maxim by form of law in the 
nus in his corpus juris, now become the common law-book 
corpus ju- of all civiliz'd people, and eſpecially of Chriſtians. 
* For the ſaid emperor having by his captain m- 
| 


tual !aw, 
2 efta- * Belijario magiſtro militum per orientem, &c. Interea vero 


Blifd it. i aliquas civitates ſeu Caſtella per limites conflituta providerit 

2 tua magnitud, nimiæ eſſe magnitud nit, & pr opter hoc non poſe 
bene cuſtodiri ad talem modum ea conſtrui diſponat, ut poſſint per 
faucos bene ſervari, Wc. Cod. I. 1. Tit. 27. par. 14. 
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ral of the eaſt, Beliſarius, reconquer'd from the 
Goths that part of Africa which he had formerly 
loſt, and brought it under his ſubjection, gave him 
no order that the inhabitants of great cities ſhould 
be better diſciplin'd and provided with arms, or 
ſtrengthned by good walls, that they might jointly 
with eaſe defend themſelves, and their great and 
populous cities, againſt the aſſaults of thoſe barba- 
rous people: but on the contrary, he commands 
the ſaid captain general Beliſarius (and conſequently, 
according to the Roman laws, all his other gover- 
nors of provinces) to make ſuch proviſion, that no 
city or ſtrong hold lying on the frontiers be ſo 
great as it could not be well kept; but in ſuch ca- 
ſes ſo to order them to be built, that they may be 
weil defended with few ſoldiers, and particularly 
ſuch as were in pay, and depended only on the 
emperor of Rome. | 

And tho' weak, voluptuous, dull and fluggiſh 
monarchs neglect all theſe things, yet will not the 
courtiers who govern in their ſtead, neglect to ſeek 
themſelves, and to fill their coffers whether in war 
or in peace: and thus the ſubjccts eſtates being ex- 
hauſted by rapine, thoſe great and flouriſhing cities 
become poor and weak. And to the end that the 
ſubject ſhould not be able to hinder or prevent 
ſuch rapine, or revenge themſelves, thoſe favourites 
omit no opportunities to diveſt thoſe populous cities 
of all fortifications, proviſion, ammunition of war, 
and to hinder the exerciſing of the commonalty in 9g, 


the uſe of arms. Since it appears from the ſaid max- ref of re- 

ims, that the publick is not regarded but for the publicar 

lake of private intereſt ; and conſequently, that is rulers, is 

the beſt government, where the chief rulers may ,;4 4 

obtain their own welfare by that of the people + populous 

It follows then to be the duty of the governours of cities. 

republicks to ſeek for great cities, and to make them _ 

as populous and ſtrong as poſſible, that ſo all rulers = 1. Ve: 
| e 8 3 IV und C. 11. 
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and magiſtrates, and likewiſe all others that ſerve 
the publick either in country or city, 175 thereby 
gain the more power, honour and benefit, and more 
ſafely poſſeſs it, whether in peace or war: and this 
is the reaſon why commonly we ſee that all repub- 
licks thrive and flouriſh far more in arts, manufac- 
ture, traffick, populouſneſs and ſtrengeh, than the 
dominions and cities of monarchs: * for whete 
ang?) there is liberty, there will be riches and people. 
po * Jo bring all this home, and make it ſuic with 
reft corfe,?s Our ſtate, we ought to conſider that Holland may 
in promo: eaſily be defended againſt her neighbours; and that 
ting f/9- the flouriſhing of manufactures, fiſhing, navigation, 
A and traffick, whereby that province ſubſiſts, and 
jrafick, (its natural neceſſities or wants being well conſidered) 
&. depends perpetually on them, elſe would be un- 
inhabited: I ſay, the flouriſhing of thoſe things 
will infallibly produce great, ſtrong, populous and 
wealthy cities, which by reaſon of their convenient 
ſituation, may be impregnably fortified : all which 
to a monarch, or one ſupreme head, is altogether 
intolerable. And therefore I conclude,” that the 
inhabitants of Holland, whether rulers or ſubjects, 
can receive no greater miſchief in their polity, 
than to be governed by a monarch, or ſupreme 
Jord : and that'on the other ſide, God can give no 
greater temporal bleſſing to a country in our con- 
dition, than to introduce and preſerve a free com. 
monwealth government. 
But ſeeing this concluſion oppoſeth the general 
and Jong: continued prejudices of all ignorant per- 
ſons, and conſequently of moſt of the inhabitants 
of theſe United Provinces, and that ſome of my 
readers might diſtaſte this treatiſe upon whatf 
have already faid, unleſs ſomewhat were ſpoken to 
_ -..obviate their miſtakes, | J ſhall therefore offer them 
_ theſe U 
f c f, Allo 
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Altho' by what hath been already ſaid, it ap- 
pears, That the inhabitants of a republick are in- 
finitely more happy than ſubjects of a land gover- 


ned by one ſupreme head; yet the contrary is al- 


ways thought in a country where a prince is already 
reigning, or in republicks, where one ſupreme 
head is ready to be accepted. | 

For not only officers, courtiers, idle gentry, and 7% in.. 
ſoldiery, but alſo all thoſe that would be ſuch, * of 4 
ov that under the worſt government they and fol 
uſe to fare beſt, becauſe they hope that with im- dur is 
punity they may plunder and rifle the citizens and 4re4þ | 
country people, and fo by the corruption of - the * = 
government enrich themſelves, or attain to gran- 5 
deur, they cry up monarchical government for 
their private intereſt to the very heavens: altho 1 Sam. . 
God did at firſt merciſully inſtitute no other but a 8, 12. 
commonwealth government, and afterwards in his Aich is: 
wrath appointed one fovereign over them. Yet vet belie- 
for all this, thoſe blood-ſuckers of the ſtate, and, 24 2 
indeed of mankind, dare to ſpeak of republicks 
with the utmoſt contempt, make a mountain of eve- 
ry molehill, diſcourſe of the defects of them at large, 
and conceal all that is good in them, becauſe they 
know none will puniſh them for what they fay : 
wherefore all the rabble (according to the old pray 
* Latin yerſe) being void of kgowledge and judg- ame 
ment, and therefore inclining to the weather or 7, 658 


ſafer fide, and mightily valuing che vain and Empty Ig 


pomp of kings and princes, ſay amen to it; efpeci-'amorg all” 
ally when kept in ignorance, , and irritated againſt commer \ 
the lawful government by preachers, who aim at /#&jeds, 
dominion, or would introduce an independent and _ =, 
arbitrary power of church-government ; and ſuch van. 
(God amend it) are found in Holland, and the other of monar- 
a * Sed guid? 5 

Toba Remi ſequitur fortmam, ut ſemper, & odit 8 

| 0 Wh 


_ 


General Maxims. Part J. 


United Provinces, inſomuch, that all vertuous and 
intelligent people have been neceſſitated to keep 
ſilence, and to beware of diſcloſing the vices of their 
princes, or of ſuch as would willingly be their 
governors, or of courtiers and rude military men, 
and ſuch ambitious and ungovernable preachers as 
| deſpiſe God, and their native country. 
And how « Nay there are few inhabitants of a perfect free 
dangerous {tate to be found, that are inclinable to inſtruct and 
1% is for teach others, how much better a republick is than 
ee a monarchy, or one ſupreme head, becauſe they 
clarethem- KNOW no body will reward them for it; and that on 
ſelves io the other ſide, * kings, princes, and great men are 
the preju- ſo dangerous to be converſed with, that even their 
22 >, friends can ſcarcely talk with them of the wind and 
by ſingle Weather, but at the hazard of their lives; and kings | 
perſons, with their long arms can give heavy blows, And 
173:-4 vs altho' all intelligent and ingenuous ſubjects of mo. 
ich yet he e : . a 
out of he narchs, who have not, with lying ſycophantical 
to ay na- Courtiers, caſt off all ſhame, are generally by theſe 
tive caun- reaſons, .and daily experience, fully convinced of 
mM _ the excellency of a republick above a monarchical 
bro oof overnment; yet nevertheleſs, many vertuous per- 
and en- ns, lovers of monarchy, do plauſibly maintain, 
quired, that ſeveral nations are of that temper and diſpoſi- 
Whether tion, that they cannot be happily governed but by 
any people a ſingle perſon, and quote for this the examples of 
naturally all the people in Aa and Africa, as well as Eu- 
Io 2 * rope, that lie ſoutherly. They do alſo alledge, that 
„ one all the people who lie more northerly, are more fit 
perſon. to be governed by a ſingle perſon, and with more 
freedom; as from France to the northward, all 
abſolute monarchical government ceaſeth ; and 
therefore maintain or aſſert, with ſuch ignorant 
perſons as I mentioned before, that the Hollander 
in particular are ſo turbulent, factious, and diſin- 
| genuous, 


ww 


#® — Sed quid violentius aure tyranni, 
Cum quo de pluviis aut Æſtibus aut nimboſo 
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genuous, that they cannot be kept inawe, and hap- 
pily governed, but by a ſingle perſon; and that 
the hiſtories of the former reigns or government by 
earls, will ſufficiently confirm it. 

But on the other ſide, the patriots, and lovers of 3#berber 
a free · ſtate will ſay, that the foregoing government 2he Hol- 
by earls is well know to have been very wretched * 
and horrid, their reigns filling hiſtory with con- * 
tinual wars, tumults, and deteſtable actions, occa- b can 
ſioned by that ſingle perſon, And that on the con- be gevern- 
trary, the Hollanders, ſubſiſting by manufactures, ed out 1 
fiſhing, navigation, and commerce, are naturally — 7 
very peaceable, if by ſuch a ſupreme head they 
were not excited to tumults. Whether this be ſo or Dedu#. 


not, way be learned and confirmed too in part from _ 2. 


ftmoſc hiſtories. | ch. 3, 4. 


But here it may be ſaid, that things are much de 
altered within theſe 100 years laſt; for Holland Whether 
then ſubſiſted moſtly by agriculture, and there they woulZ 
were then no ſoldiery, treaſure, or fortified places © _ 
to be at the car!'s diſpoſal. But when he had g. 
wars, it was with the help of his homagers and der, 
tenants, only ſubſidies or money being given him gha for- 
at his requeſt by the ſtates of the country: And er un 
moreover, the cities of Holland, and caſtles of the ©” *#** 
nobility were (according to the then method of 
war) ſo ſtrong, that they could not be taken by 
the ſaid earls, without great forces imployed a- 
gainſt them; ſo that the ſtates of Holland in their 
aſſemblies, have boldly contended for their rights 
againſt the earl's encroachments. Therefore theſe 
earls, on the other ſide, by reaſon of their dignity, 
had many adherents that depended on them, which _ 
muſt needs make that government by earls every c 
way unſteady, weak and tumultuous. | 

To this an approver of monarchical government 
may further add, that Holland now wholly ſubſiſts 
by traffick, and that one ſupreme head, * 
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at the Hague, the place of aſſembly, and likewiſe 
the aſſiſtance of a great and well-paid army, and of 
all the preachers, and by them the love of the whole 


of all the impregnable frontier towns of thoſe pro- 
vinces that have no ſuffrages or voices in the ſtate, 
tho? he - ſhould not increaſe his ſtrength by any fo. 


reign alliances, or by colluſion and flattery with the 
deputies of the other provinces of the generality; 


inſomuch that the ſtates of Holland would not dare, 
no not in their aſſemblies, to open their mouths 
againſt the intereſt of ſuch a ſupreme head, or if 
they did, he would order his ſouldiers to take them 
by the collar, and might eaſily overpower molt of 


the cities of Holland, the people being unaccuſtomed 


to arms, and moreover divided, fortifications but 
Night and mean in compariſon of the preſent way 
of fortifying : ſo that one may truly ſay, that the 
Holanders by ſetting up one ſupreme head over 
themſelves, may now with eaſe, and without tumult, 
de govern'd like ſheep, by an irreſiſtible ſovereign, 
_ againſt whom they durſt not ſpeak one word, when 
he ſhould think fit to fheer, flea, or devour them, 
Now what there is in this, and whether the 
Hollanders would be happy in ſuch a condition, 

F ſhall at large hereafter give you my judgment. 
Wetter But as to the ſtupidity of the Hollanders, whe- 
N ther that be ſo great, as that they have not wit 
naturally enough to form a free commonwealth ; and ha- 
zo be ge- ving found that precious jewel of freedom 
verned would, with Eſop's cocks, prefer a grain of 
——_”” before it: Phis is what hath not been judged 
wealth, To hitherto, but on the contrary. Which that it 
maaap be evident to the reader, he may be pleasd 
to obſerve the prudent conduct of the ſtates of 
Holland, at their great aſſembly in the years 


1650 ana 165 1, as allo ſeriouſly to ponder a . 
| yeig) 


neral, or ſtadtholder, would have his own life. guards 


populace; and that at his pleaſure he may diſpoſe 
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weigh the manifold reaſons and examples pro- The Sm 
duced. to this end in their deduction of the year , Hel 
1654. All this is yet further confirmed by that 3 
magnanimous. reſolution of the 234 of January 1650, la- 
1657, wherein the ſtates of Holland unanimouſly ving ma- 
declared, after conſulting the general aſſemblies, / ed the 


| | | | I: * ; contrary 
or common-halls of the reſpective cities in that „% 


province, to hold for a fundamental and certain 2 us 
maxim, That to place a perpetual head, % ¼ 
« chieftain, or general over the army, is not 
« only needleſs, but likewiſe exceeding prejudicial, 
« and that accordingly in this province all things 

« ſhall be thus directed; that whenever in 4 

te time of war, and preſſing neceſſity, the ſtates 

« of Holland, with+ the other provinces, ſhall 
«think fit to proceed to elect a general for the 
army, or that upon any other occaſion a cap- 

« tain-general ſhould be choſen, then not to chuſe 

© ſuch a chieftain as ſhall have a perpetual com- 

e miſſion, but for ſuch an expedition, campaign, 

« or occaſion only as may happen, c.“ And 
moreover, you may there ſee, that theſe, and 
other vigorous reſplutions of the like nature, were 
taken with this ſpecial” proviſo, “that the ſaid 

&* reſolution ſhall not be diſpenſed with, but by 

e the unanimous conſent of all the members of 
the ſaid aſſembly? | 

Buy this you may perceive, that the ſuppoſition 
of the Hollanders being phlegmatick and dull, and 

of a ſlaviſh--nature, is altogether groundleſs; for 
ſeeing they became not free but by the death of 
the laſt ſtadtholder and captain general, and that 

it was unſeaſonable and imprudent before that time, 
for” them to ſhew their commendable zeal for 
their freedom, and their ſkill in point of govern- 
ment: and ſeeing it is evident, that a generation 

of men that are in freedom, muſt be overcome, 
before we can paſs a right judgment'thereof, — 


| affirm the 
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ſtop the mouths of oppoſers; we muſt therefore, 
leave it to God and time: and if ſuch as like mo- 
narchical government, and thoſe baſe and ſlaviſn 
oppoſers of liberty ſurvive thoſe times, they will 
then be able to diſcern which of the two govern- 
ments is founded on beſt reaſon. : 
It ſhall not ſatisfy me to have ſaid thus much in 
general; for ſeeing the ſtates of Holland in their 
"IP" deduction, Chap. 6. Art. 29. declare, that they 
3 will not loſe their freedom, but with their lives; 
ef Hol- I ſhall therefore preſume to give my opinion of the 
and, fr political maxims of Holland, hoping that my ſin- 
= de- cere zeal and uprightneſs to expreſs the ſame for 
* the benefit of the publick, will be ſo acceptable to 
exxtrary. Our lawful rulers, that tho* I may have failed in 
Dedu#tie. ſome things, and by ſtating the true intereſt of my 
_ Zo 8 country, have been neceſſitated to reflect on per- 
eng 29. ſons, who ſeek their advantage to the prejudice of 
| Holland, as it is now governed; the ſaid rulers, 
and true lovers of their native country, will ſo fa- 
vour this work, and its author, againſt the faid 
malevolent perſons, that it ſhall never repent him 
to have been the firſt generous and bold under- 
taker of ſo commendable a work. But howſoever 
things happen, or times oppoſe it, re; feciſt 
merces eft, & ipſa ſui pretium virtus; (i. e. to do 
good is a reward of it ſelf, and virtue carries 1ts 
own recompence along with it) I ſhall then, ha- 
ving done my duty as an honeſt man, good citizen, 
and upright chriſtian, that may not bury his talent, 
be able to take comfort in my ſincere endeavours: 
and poſterity, into whoſe hands theſe writings may 
fall, will, in ſpite of all the preſent powers that 
oppoſe it, be able to judge impartially, and that 
with a ſound judgment; becauſe by that time they 
will have learned, by joyful or ſad experience, 
whether Holland's intereſt can be ſettled upon any 
other foundation or maxims than thoſe. herein _ 
NS | _ preſt; 
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preſt z and whether theſe reaſons of mine will not 
| be confirmed by the experience of following ages. + 


CHAT 


That the true intereſt, and political maxims 
of Holland and Weſt-Frieſland may be well 
underſtood ; Holland muſt not be conſidered 
ſo, as in ſpeculation it ſhould be, but as it 
now ſtands at preſent. 


EING now about to enquire into, and lay 

down ſome maxims for Holland's continual 
proſperity 3 it ſeems at firſt view to be neceſſary, 
that we conſider the nature of the country, foraf- 
much as it is in it ſelf perpetual ; and what means 
may be found to improve it to its beſt advantage, 
and what good fruits and effects are to be expetted 
from ſuch improvement. In order whereunto, we. . 
are firſt to conſider the ſoil, rivers, meers of Hol- all bios 
land, and its ſituation upon the ſea, with the com- re 
munication it may have with other nations. And maybe 
next we are further to conſider, what people Hol- found, by 
land ought to be inhabited with, viz. whether Hallaad 
with few, or many, in order to earn their bread : maybe i. 
as alſo how the rulers ought to deport themſelves proved 8» 
towards foreign princes and governments: and laſtly, */* + » 
by what form of government, and how the people — 
ought to be governed. But becauſe ſuch ſpecula- 
tions uſe to build rempublicam Platonis, Ariſtotelis, Wherefore 
eutopiam mori, a philoſophical republick in the air, Sch h 
or ſuch a one as was never yet found, the thoughts 
of it will afford little ben«fit : nor is this ſtrange, e laude 
conſidering that ſo many people cannot be | 
denly brought to an uninhabited country, to erect 
a political ſtate, according to the ſaid ſpeculation, 
and keep it on foot when it is eſtabliſh'd. And 
( lince in all populous countries there is ſome form 


of 
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of government ; therefore I ſay again, thoſe ſpe. 
culations are for the molt part uſeleſs. For if in. 
quiry be made into the polity of- all eſtabliſhed 
governments, we ſhall always find, that there are 
ever an incredible number of ignorant and malevo- 
Fant people, enemies to all ſpeculation, and re. 
medies, how good ſoever, which they conceive or 
really foreſee will be prejudicial in any wiſe to 
themſelves z and rather than admit them, they 
will preſs hard to embroil the ſtate more than it was 
before. Beſides, there is an endleſs number of po- 
licical maxims which have fo deep a root, that it 
is great folly to think any man ſhould be able, or 
indeed that it ſhould be thought fir to root them 
out all at once: and conſequently it would be yet 
| a greater piece of imprudence, if in Holland, tan- 
quam in tavula raſa, as on a ſmooth, and in a 
very clean and good piece of ground, we ſhould go 
about to ſow the beſt ſeeds, in order to make it 


. 
| an angelical or philoſophical republick : ſo true 
EY is that good and ancient political maxim, * that 
affairs of in polity many bad things are indulged with le 
polity we inconveniency than removed; and that we ought 
mu ever never in polity (as in playing at tennis) to {ct the ( 
Frike ihe ball fair, but muſt ſtrike it as it lies ; it being alo I t 
is Hund true, that on every occurrence a good politician i ſ 
zung. bound to ſhew his art and love to his..native b 
country, that by ſuch conſtancy the commor- 1 

wealth may by degrees be brought to a better con- n 

dition. I do therefore conceive myſelf oblig'd se 

conſider Holland in the ſtate as it now is, and 0 

hope that thoſe thoughts will produce the mor: o 

. and better fruits, ſince thoſe that duly conſider the Wi f 

| preſent ſtate of it, will find that they agree ior rl 

.. 0 m 


Malia ſeire pauca exequi, Cor. Tacit. 

Multa facere non oportet que fatta tenent. 

Curandi fieri quedam majora videmus 
Vulnera, que melius non tetigiſſe fu it 


"| 
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moſt part with the climate, ſoil, rivers, meers, ſi- 
tuation, and correſpondence which ſuch a country 
ought to have with other dominions, and eſpeci- 
ally with a free commonwealth government, which 
we have now at preſent in being: and I hope I 
ſhall not digreſs from it. By the maxims of Hol- nr 
lands intereſt, I underſtand the conſervation and underfoud 
increaſe of the inhabitants as they now are, conſiſt - Hol- 
ing of rulers and ſubjects. I ſhall likewiſe dili- 1g. = 
gently enquire by what means this intereſt may be 
moſt conveniently attained. And tho? in the firſt 
place the intereſt of the rulers ought to be conſider'd, 
becauſe diſtinctly and at large it always ſeems to oc- 
caſion the ſubjects welfare and proſperity z and a 
good form of government is properly the founda- Nameh, 
tion whereon all the proſperity of the inhabitants — 
is built: I ſhall nevertheleſs conſider in the farſt vrofoerity 
place the preſervation, and increaſe of the number and i- 
of ſubjects, not only becauſe it is evident in all go- crea/e of 
vernments, and eſpecially in all republicks, that the ***,/4- 
number or paucity of fubjeQs ische cauſe of an able" 
or weak government; but alſo becauſe ambitious 
ſpirits can ſeldom find a multitude of people living 
out of civil ſociety and government, that will ſubject 
themſelves to them: and on the contrary, where 
many inhabitants are, there will never want rulers, 
becauſe the weakneſs and wickedneſs of mankind 
is ſo great, that they cannot ſubſiſt without govern- 
ment; inſomuch that in caſe of a vacancy of rulers, 
every one would ſtand candidates for it themſelves, 
or elect others. And at&ve all, I find my ſelf 
obliged more fully to conſider and promote the wel- Sering the 
fare of the ſubjects in Helland above that of the 1 
Ab Ye the rus 
rulers ; becauſe in this free commonwealth govern. 7,,, ,- che 
ment, it is evident that the durable and certain republic 
proſperity of the rulers does generally depend on the i» Hol- 
weltare of the ſubjects, as hereafter ſhall be particu 1 — 
| larly ſhewn, And to give the unexperienc'd reader 25% 44. 
| | ſome ed. 
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t6 Holland's rue Maxims. Part J. 
Becauſe ſome inſight at firſt, it is convenient to premiſe that 
Holland Holland was not of old one republick, but conſiſted 
rr aa of many, which in proceſs of time choſe a head or 
country, governor over them by the name of Earl or Stadt. 
But cen. holder; but ſeeing he had of old no armed men er 
fied e, ſoldiery of his own as dukes had, but was to be con- 
abel, tent with his own revenues, and to rule the land, or 
and alſp rather adminiſter juſtice to each country according 
becauſe to their particular cuſtoms, and laws, they neverthe- 
of the di. leſs continued ſo many ſeveral republicks. And 
_ * tho? in proceſs of time they were jointly brought to 
the cities, à ſovereign republic, yet is it alſo true that the mem. 
it cannot bers of this Dutch republic are of different natures 
paſty and manners. For Amſterdam, Rotterdam, Horn, 
and eb, Encbuyſen, Medenblick, Edam, Monnikendam, Dort, 
fame in. Schiedam, Briel, &c. lying on the ſea, or on ri- 
tereſt, vers where ſhips of great burden may conveniently 
| arrive; Haerlem, Delf, Leyden, Grude, Gorcum, 
|  Schoonhboven, Alkmaer, Purmereynde, &c, lying 
within land. are not to be come at but with veſſels 
that draw little water : beſides which, the gentry 
who live in the plain or open countries of Holland, 
| having great eſtates, and- being not under any go- 
”  vernment, ſcem to have a quite particular intereſt, [ 
Wherefore every intelligent perſon may eaſily judge 

n 


: that a diverſity of rules, ſubjects, countrys, and ſitua- 


— 


tions, muſt needs cauſe a diverſity of intereſts, e 

ſo that I cannot write of Holland's proſperity as of 
Au pet a diſtin country: nevertheleſs I incline, and do in- 0 
Joraſmuch tend to bring it under one title, as far as all its cities 01 


8 or lands can be comprehended in one intereſt, to 
the beſt of my knowledge and ſkill. Which to do th 


agree in nn 
— the methodically, I ſhall in the firſt part inquire into, A 
Intereſt of and ſhow the maxims tending to the welfare of WF ul 


: ra damage of Holland within its own confines? In 


Ident. the ſecond part I ſhall propoſe how Holland mult Bi * 
/ _ Procure its own welfare as to foreign princes. And f 

in the third part I ſhall enquire, and ſhew by — 

TI | | | form 
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form of government ſuch a country and inhabitants 
ought to be governed according to their true in- 
tereſt, Teeing this is the general foundation whereon 
all the proſperity or adverſity aforeſaid is founded. 


CHAP. III. 
Of. Holland's natural burdens and hinderances. 


OLLAND lying in the Jatitude of 51 to 53 Holland's 
degrees, north latitude upon the ſea z hay- Satin. 

ing many inland rivers, and being beſides a very 

low and plain country, is thereby ſubject to many 
inconveniences, | 

Firſt, There are ſharp and very long winters, ſo Ard incon- 
that there is need of more light, firing, cloathing, veniences 
and food, than in warmer countries: beſides which, _ 9 
all the cattle of our paſture-land muſt be then houſed, ;,,, ;**.© 
tho' thereby we beſtow more coſt and pains, and yet in of 
reap leſs profit of milk-meats than in ſummer, or in Perfect 
other adjacent lands, where the cattle remain lon- ce. 
ger, or perhaps all the winter in the field. 

Secondly, The ſeaſons are here ſo ſhort, that they By the ſeag 
muſt be very punctually obſerved, to return us any V. 
profit by our plough'd lands; for the ſeed in this 
moiſt country being rotted and conſumed in the 
earth, cannot be ſowed again conveniently. 5 

Thirdly, By the vicinity of the ſea, and plainneſs By te pro- 
of the land, it is ſubject in ſpring, and autumn, not — 27 
only to unwholeſome weather for the inhabitants, a 
but in the ſpring the ſharp cold winds blaſt moſt of 
the bloſſoms of the fruit-trees;z and in and about 
autumn much unripe fruit is blown down by our 
uſual ſtorms of wind. | 

Fourthly, It is to be conſidered above all, that Aud 
theſe lands lying for the moſt part lower than the OY 
floods of the ſea, and rivers, muſt withſtand the“ 
terrible ſtorms of the ocean, and ſhoals of ice, againſt 
| C which 
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which it muſt be defended with great expence : for 
the making of one rod long of a ſea dyke coſts ſome. 
times 600 guilders. On the rivers alſo, the charge 

of maintaining the banks is very great; and the 
moſt chargeable of all is, that notwithſtanding ſo 
great an expence, the water of our dykes and low. 
lands ſometimes breaks thro?, and overflows the coun- 
try; fo that above all this extraordinary charge, 
and damage, they cannot drain the country by mills 

in ſome years. And touching the ordinary charges 

in maintaing dykes and fluces, &c. how great an 
expence this muſt be, we may well imagine by the 

' yearly charges of Ryn/and, which is about 80000 

A mor acres or morgens in compaſs, which hath not 
an” 4», much communication with the ſea, nor with run- 
Engliſh ning, but only with ſtanding waters: and yet as to 
acres. acredg- money and inland charges, every acre muſt 
pay at leaſt two guilders ; beſides, for draining out 

of the rain-water by mills to turn it out by trenches, 

each acre 30 ſtivers; likewiſe towards foot. paths 
highways, and maintaining the ditches, at leaſt 20 

ſtivers more. And laſtly, they are liable to many 

fines, and troubles, when they chuſe their Bailif;, 

Dvk. graves, and Heemraden for life, who are wholly 

ind pendent on the landed-men; tho? they may e- 

lect their judges yearly, or continue their Hermradn 

+ Alſo poor- Fifth y, It is evident that Holland affords no mi | 
neſs of nerals, or the leaſt product of mines; fo that out WF | 
land. of the earth there is nothing to be had but clay a 
turf, nor even that, but with the ſpoiling or di: 

guring of the ground, 23 | a 

Holland thus contendingand wreſtling with the WW 1 
1 

v 


ſ 


rivers, and drained meers, can hardly make 400000 
profitable acres, or morgens of land, down and 
heath not included. For according to the calculativ 
taken in the year 1544,there were found about 300009 
Smallzeſs morgens, and ſome hundreds more. Like wiſe tix 


4 terri ſtates of Holland and Zealand, in a remonſtrance ſite 
ary. | 5 made 
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made to the earl of Leiceſter, ſay, that theſe two pro- 


vinces, with all their heath, down, and grounds del- 
ved out, could make in all but five hundred thouſand 
morgens. So that I conjecture Holland may now 
make in all four hundred thouſand morgens, or acres 
of land. Seeing the chronicle of Zealand (according 
to the account given in by the ſurveyor Everſdyke) 
teſtifies, that in 1643. all the iſlands of Zealand 
contributed to the yearly poundage, no more than 
for one hundred eighty three thouſand three hundred 


| and fifty gemeeten, and ſixty three rods of land: the 


gemeetens of the down-lands being reckoned after 
the rate of three for two So that if two gemeetens 
are reckoned againſt one Holland acre, then all the 
above-mentioned gemeetens would make out no 
more that 91675 morgens, and 63 rods, 


And ſeeing the ground in Holland is for the moſt Piorne/ of 
part every where either ſand, moor, or fenn, it muſt the fell. 


neceſſarily be inriched; and becauſe ſuch improve- 
ment of it, by reaſon of the looſneſs of the land, 
ſinks down, it requires it the oftner. 


19 


This is the condition of Holland in a time of per- So that the 


fect peace; what will it be then when we conſider, i 


that the Hollanders muſt not only ſcour, or clear the “ 
ſea from enemys, and defend their towns and 2 


country againſt all foreign force, but that they have 
alſo charged themſelves with much more than the 
union of Utrecht obliged them to, with the keep- 
ing of many conquered cities, and circumjacent pro- 


vinces, which bring in no profit to Holland, but 
ate a certain charge, being ſupply'd by that pro- 


vince with fortifications, ammunition-houſes, vic- 
tuals, arms, cannon, pay for the ſoldiers, yea, and 
which is a ſhameful thing to mention, with guard- 
houſes, and money for quartering of ſoldiers? 

And how heavy the ſaid burdens muſt needs be 
to the Dutch, may be eaſily imagined, if it be 
conſidered, that beſides the cuſtoms and other re- 

C 2 venues 
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For by the venues of the earls or ſtates of Holland, in the year 
ordinary 1664. by the ordinary charge which was levied 


_—_— e of the inhabitants, one year with another, was 


tants payt paid 
the Pate a Guilders, 
about 14 To the ſtates of Holland 11000000 
millions f To the admiralty of the Macſe 472898 
guilders . 7289 
yearly. To the admiralty of Amſterdam 2.000000 
To the admiralty of my 
Northern quarter * 
In all—1 3,67 2896 


Aud in And if it be conſidered that ſince that time, by 
time of | ! 

war they Feaſon of the wars, there were new ordinary taxes 
pay for the impoſed ; and that the extraordinary, namely, the 
200 two hundredth penny brings in 2400000, and the 
perry, half verpondinge, or poundage, 1200000; and 
WW laſtly, the chimney-money ſix hundred and ſeventy 
half thouſand Holland guilders; and that all thoſe bur- 
poundage dens are born by the inhabitants, beſides the many ex- 
1200000, ciſes and great ſums of money which they mult pay 
and for in their cities for their maintenance: theſe things 
5 e: theſe things 
chimney- ſay conſidered, we may well conclude, that the inha- 
money bitants of Holland are exceeding heavily burdened 


600000, and charged. 


guilders. 
. IV, 
Of the natural product and advantages of 
EY Holland. 
De na- O ballance theſe heavy burdens beforementi- 
tural _  oned, the inland waters yield nothing but 


h | | 
33 F fiſh, water-fowl and their eggs, the downs only 


and what conies: four hundred thouſand acres, or morgens of 
it zields. land, nothing but brick-earth, turf, corn, herbs and 
roots, fruit of trees, flax, hemp, reeds, graſs, mad- 


der, cattle, ſheep, horſes. But the downs me? - 
| | allo 


Chap. 5. I cannot ſubſiſt of itſelf. 21 
alſo ſaid to yield lime and ſand. And how unſuffi- 

cient all theſe products from ſo ſmall and inconſide- 
rable a bottom are in themſelves for the ſubſiſtence 


of ſo many inhabitants, every one may eaſily ima- 7 


gine. 


K+ & © Ih - 


That the inhabitants of Holland cannot be fed 
by its own product. 


land could be, and were ſowed with the molt appear: 


neceſſary grain, viz, wheat; and that every mor- 75a: Hol- 


gen in Holland produced fifteen ſacks of wheat, yet _ _ 


would not four hundred thouſand acres of land ;, ace o- 
yield for two millions of people, each a pound of war, can- 
bread per day. And poſſibly there are now more ted, or 
people imployed about the manuring of Jand, than = * 
can be fed on it. So that if we ſhould make a cal 
culation of all the fruits which the earth yieldeth, 

with what elſe is neceſſary for the uſe of man, and 
continually imported, it would evidently appear 

that the boors, or huſbandmen and their dependents 

would fall very much ſhort of food, drink, apparel, 

houſing and firing, Therefore if the Hollanders 

did not by their induſtry make many manufactures, 

or by their labour and diligence reap much profit 

by the ſeas and rivers, the country, or land of Hol- 

land, were not worthy to be inhabited by men, 

and cultivared, no not tho? the people were very 

few in number, and no ſubſidies, impoſts, or exciſes 

raiſed on them, for their common defence againſt a 

foreign enemy. On the other ſide, Holland beingnow 
inhabited by innumerable people, who bear incre- 

dible heavy taxes, impoſts and exciſes, and muſt ne- 

ceſſarily be ſo inhabited, the eaſier to bear ſo great 

2 burden, and to defend themſelves againſt all their 


neighbouring potentates : we may ſafely ſay, that 
C3 Holland 


UT if weſhould ſuppoſe thatall the land in Hol. Wherelyit 
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Holland cannot in any wiſe ſubſiſt of itſelf, but that 
of neceſſity it muſt fetch its food elſewhere, and con- 
tinually invite new inhabitants from foreiga parts, 
I therefore find myſelf obliged to ſearch into, and 
more particularly demonſtrate the ways and means 
by which the ſame may be procured. 


CHAP. VI. DA 


That Holland lies very commodiouſiy to fetch 
its provifion out of the ſea, and to provide it. 
elf by other arts and trades : and how great 
a means of ſubſiſtence the fiſheries mayrove 


70 US, 


9 ] | OLLAND is very well ſituated to procure its 
$9 that the food out of the ſea, which is a common 


inhabi- element; it lies not only on a ſtrand rich of fiſh, 


— near the Dogger. Sand, where haddock, cod, and 
den, ling may in great abundance be taken, and cured; 
of the ſea but allo near the herring-fiſhery, which is only to 
by fiſhing, be found on the coaſt of Great-Britain, viz, 
or aſbore from St. John's to St. Fames's, about Schet-Land, 
2 1 Pharil, and Boekneſs; from St. James's to the 
and arts. elevation of the croſs about Boekelſon or Seveniol, 
from the elevation of the croſs to Sr. Katherines in 

the deep waters eaſtward of Yarmouth. And this 

herring fiſhing, which it is now 250 year ago ſince 
William Beakelſon of Biervliet farſt learned to gil, 

ſalt, and pack them up in barrels, together with the 
cod-fiſhery, is become fo effectual a means of ſub- 

ſiſtence for theſe lands, and eſpecially ſince ſo 

many neighbouring nations, by reaſon of their fe- 

ligion, are obliged upon certain days and weeks 

of the year, wholly to refrain from eating of fleſh; 

that the Hollanders alone do fiſh in a time of peace 

with more than a thouſand buſſcs, from 24 to 30 

laſts burden each, and with above one hundred and 

ſeventy ſmaller veſſels that fiſh for herrings at the 

| | | | mou 


% 


Chap. 6. for Fiſhing. 

mouth of the Texel; ſo that thoſe thouſand buſſcs 
being ſet to ſea for a year, wherein they make three 
voyages, do coſt above ten millions of guilders, ac- 
counting only the buſs with its tackle, at 4550 
guilders, and the ſetting forth to ſea 5500 guilders, 
there remaining nothing of all its victuals and fur- 
niture the ſecond year, but the bare veſſel, and that 
much worn and tatter'd, needing great reparation. 
So that if theſe 1000 buſſes do take yearly ſorty 
thouſand laſt of herrings, counting them at leaſt 
worth 200 guilders per laſt, they would yield in 
Holland more than eight millions of guilders. 


And ſceing that of late men have begun to make 
very much uſe of whale- oil, and whale- fins, which 


are taken to the northward not far from us, in- 
ſomuch that with ſoutherly winds, which are com- 
mon in this country, we can ſail thither within ſix 
or 8 days: the trade of fiſhing, and ſalt, may eaſily 
be fixed and ſettled with us; for to fix thoſe fiſheries, 
and ſeveral manufactures, and conſequently the 


2 


trade and returns thereof depending on navigation The great 


and ſhips let out to freight, we ought duly to con- 
ſider, that the greateſt difficulty for ſo innumerable 


afterwards to carry them up the country by the 
Maſe, Waal, Wel, and the Rhine (making together 
one river) to very many cities, towns; and people, 
lying on the ſides of them (the moſt conſiderable in 
the world for conſumption of merchandiſe) but 
alſo to conſume the ſaid imported goods, or to have 
them manufactur'd: it being well known, that no 
country under heaven, of ſo imall a compaſs, has fo 
many people and artificers as we have; to which 
may be added, that no country in the world is fo 
wonderfully divided with rivers and canals, whereby 
merchandize may be carried up and down with ſo lit- 


tle charge, C4 Emanuel 


number of 
habi- 
tant, is a 


a people to ſubſiſt on their own product, proves the po 
moſt powerful means to attract all foreign wares means 4 


into Holland, not only to ſtore them up there, and /* 1 50 


land. 
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Emanuel van Meteren ſays, that in the ſpace of 
three days, in the year 1601, there failed out of 
Holland to the eaſtward, between eight and nine hun- 
dred ſhips, and 1500 buſſes a herring fiſhing ; 
which is caſy to believe, if we may credit what the 

How con- Engliſh authors mention, viz. Gerard Malines in 

fiderabls his Lex Mercatoria, and Sir Walter Rawleigh, and 

* 3 which Lievin van Aitama, anno 1653. Pag. 863. 

Holland doth in ſome meaſure confirm, viz. That there are 

are, is yearly taken and ſpent by the Hollanders more than 

mentioned 200,000 laſt of herrings, and other ſalt fiſh ; and 

25 0 that the whale fiſhing to the northward, takes up 

— above 12,000 men, which ſail out of theſe countries. 
For ſince the Greenland company, or (to expreſs my- 
ſelf better) the monopolizing grant thereof was an- 
nulled, and the whale-fiſhing ſet open in common, 

that fiſhery is increaſed from one to ten: ſo that 
when we reckon that all theſe fiſhing veſſels are 
built here at home, and the ropes, ſails, nets, and 
caſks made here, and that ſalt is furniſh*'dfrom hence, 
we may eaſily imagine that there muſt be an incre- 
dible number of people that live by this means, eſpe- 
cially when we add, that all thoſe people mult 
have meat, drink, clothes, and houſing z and that 
the fiſh, when caught, is tranſported by the Hollar- 
ders 1n their veſſels through the who world. And 

Who out jndeed if that be true, which Sir Walter Rawleigh 

of , (who made diligent inquiry thereinto, in the year 

NEVETTIIE- . . . 

ig over. 1618, to inform king James of it) affirms, that 

rate this the Hollanders fiſhed on the coaſt of Great Britain 

means of with no leſs than 3000 ſhips, and 50000 men, and 

75 * that they employed and ſet to ſea, to tranſport and 

— ſell the fiſn ſo taken, and to make returns thereof, 
nine thouſand ſhips more, and one hundred and 
fifty thouſand men beſides : and if we hereunto add 
what he faith further, viz. that twenty buſſes do 
maintain eight thouſand people, and that the Hal- 


landers had in all no leſs than 20000 ſhips at ſea; 
n 
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as alſo that their fiſhing, navigation, and traffick 
by ſea, with its dependencies ſince that time, to 
the year 1667, is encreaſed to 4 more: I ſay, if 
that be ſo, we may then eafily conclude, that the 
ſea is a ſpecial means of Ho/land's ſubſiſtence ; ſee- 
ing Holland by this means alone, yields by its own 
induſtry above three hundred thouſand laſts of ſalt 
fiſh. So that if we add to this, the whale-fin, and 
whale-oil, and our Holland manufactures, with 


that which our own rivers afford us, it muſt be 


confeſſed, that no country in the world can make 
ſo many ſhips-lading of merchandize by their own 
induſtry, as the province of Holland alone. 


C-H A FP. VIE 


| That in Europe there is no country fitter for 


trafick than Holland; and how great a 
means of ſubſiſtence commerce is to it. 


Aving thus conſidered Holland's conveniency 
for the fiſhing trade, and it coming into 


25 


my thoughts, that all the traffick of Holland ſeems Of the 
chiefly to have riſen out of it, and ſtill to depend e 


upon it; I ſhall now give my opinion wherein that 
aptneſs or conveniency moſtly conſiſts, 

But firſt let me ſay, that by the word traſſick, I 
mean the buying of any thing to ſell again, whe- 
ther for conſumption at home, or to be ſold abroad, 
without altering its property,/as buying in foreign 
countries cheap to ſell dearer abroad; the moſt 
conſiderable part of which is what I underſtand by 
the word traffick. | 


Holland, 


Secondly, I fay that Holland is very convenient- Holland's 
ly ſeated for that end, lying in the middle of Eu- e 


uation 


rope, accounting from St. Michael the Arch- Angel ſir ir ade. 


in Muſcovia, and Revel, to Spain, ' And as to our 
lying further off from Ttaly and the Levant, and 
more to the eaſtward, it is a thing very neceſſary, 

inaſmuch 
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inaſmuch as moſt of the bulky and coarſe goods, 
as pitch, tar, aſhes, corn, hemp, and timber for 
ſhips, and othef uſes; as allo Pomerania and Pry/. 
ſia wool muſt be fetch'd from thence, and brought 
hither z becauſe the better half of thoſe goods ig 
conſumed or wrought up in this country: and be. 
cauſe very many wares may be ſent up and down 
the rivers of the Rhine and Mazſe, whereby it ap- 
pears, that the Hollanders ſail with as many more 
ſhips to the eaſtward, as they do to the weſtward, 
Towhich © Thirdly, The conquer'd lands, and ſtrong holds 
prog of the Eaſt- India company are now become very 
75% Ea. . conſiderable, in order to ſecure to Holland the trade 
India of all ſpices and Indian commodities, which is al- 
company ready pretty well fixed to it, And this improve- 
contribute. ment of trade might be made much more confide: 
rable, if the faid conquerors would not, by vittue 
of their grant or patent, hinder all the other inha- 
bitants of theſe lands from trading to thoſe con- 
queſts, and to innumerable rich countries, where 
the ſaid conquerors, for reaſons of ſtate may rot, or 
for other reaſons cannot, or perhaps will not trade, 
Yea, tho? the ſaid free trade of our inhabitants (to 
the greater benefit of the participants) were in ſome 
meaſure limited, and circumſcribed to thoſe lands 
and ſea-ports lying in their diſtrict, to which they 
never yet traded, I ſhould then expect to ſee much 
more fruit of that trade, and monopoly together, 
than of their monopoly alone: for if our Zaft-[ndis 
company could find ſome expedient, either as to 
freight of goods, to permit all the inhabitants of 1 
| - theſe lands freely to lade their goods on board the q 
company's own ſhips, or to import and export al q 
manner of goods to the places of their conqueſts, 
and back to this country, or in proc-fs of time, 
by laying impoſts on the conſumption of the inha- 
biting planters, who would reſort thither in greil 


numbers by reaſon. of a free trade, or by any othe! 
8 imaginable 
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imaginable means tending to give it an open trade, 
they would thereby reap much more profit than the 
poor participants now commonly and with muchy 
uncertainty do enjoy; and then, if afterwards the 
ſaid participants would be perſuaded to deny them- 
ſelves ſo much of their privilege, or authorized mo- 
nopoly, as to ſet open that trade in ſome 
meaſure to the inhabitants of theſe United Provin- 
ces, it would queſt ionleſs produce to our induſtri- 
ous and inquiſitive nation, ſo many new and un- 
heard of conſumptions of all our manufactures, eſ- 
pecially of wool, and ſo great a trade, navigation, 
and commerce with that vaſt land of Africa, and 
the incredible great and rich 4/a, which lies ſa 4:4 % 
convenient for trade, that many hundred ſhips Iron pi 
would yearly make voyages thither, and bring has, 
their returns hither, eſpecially from and to Amſter- would be 
dam; and by means of which alone, we ſhould ed 
certainly, and very eaſily, work all other foreigners ＋ 7. 
out of thoſe Indian ſeas. Whereas on the other 25 1 
hand, to the end we may preſerve our Eaſt. India the Indies 
trade, conſiſting yearly of no more than 10 or 4, N ed 
ſhips going and coming, we find ourſelves conti- 744i. 
nually drawn into many quarrels and contentions ;au;;., * 
with thofe foreign nations, with eminent danger of 
loſing by ſuch diſſenſions and wars, not only our 
European trade, but alſo thoſe conquered Indian 
countries, ahd conſequently that trade alſo for want 
of planters, and by the exceſſive great expences 
which they muſt be at more and more yearly, by 
reaſon of ſuch great numbers of ſoldiers as lie in 
their gariſons, and which will and muſt increaſe 
with their conqueſts, as (God amend it) hath but 
too plainly appeared by the Veſt- India company of 
this country. 

This advantage which Holland hath for com- 
merce and traffick, would be yet more improved, 
if the eſt- India company, in all places of their 

diſtrict, 


+ 
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Ar open diſtrict, would alſo ſet that trade open: And in 
e caſe things are ſo conſtituted, that the Eaſt and 
dies ao Meſt-· India trade cannot be preſerved but by mighty 
increaſs Companies, as ſome indeed affirm, who underſtand 
traffick and the India trade, and have the credit of affirming 
»aviza- what they ſay, with good ſhew of reaſon ; yet this 
* however muſt be confeſs'd, that the ſaid companies, 
as now conſtituted, do attract and preſerve to Hol. 
land all the trade which depends on their vaſt equi 

pages, ladings, and returns. | 
De leo in- Fourthly, it is a great advantage for the traffick 
tereſt of of Holland, that money may be taken up by mer. 
= * chants at 3 f per cent. for a year, without pawn or 
uno. pledge; whereas in other countries there is much 
more given, and yet real eſtates bound for the ſame: 
So that it appears, that the Hollanders may buy 
and lay out their ready money a whole ſeaſon, be- 
fore the goods they purchaſe are in being, and ma- 
nufactur'd, and ſell them again on truſt (which 
cannot be done by any other trading nation, conſi- 


1s one of the greateſt means whereby the Hollan 

have gotten moſt of the trade from other nations, 
The . Fifthly, There being many duties and ſubſidies 
chargeable to be paid in Holland, and little got by lands, 
——4 4 houſes, or money let out at intereſt; and we having 
confirains alſo no cloiſters, and but few lands in fief, or held 
obe inhabi- by homage; and the women moreover being very 
tanta to fruitful of children, and men making equal divi- 
_— dends of their eſtates among them, which can there- 
. fore be but ſmall, and ſo not fit to be put out to 
intereſt : all this, I ſay, is another great cauſe of 


the advancing of our traffick, 


dering their high intereſt of money) and alerts 


CHAP 
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CEE VR” 
That Holland, by fiſhing and traffick, hath ac- 


uired mannfatturies and navigation; and 
= great a means of ſubſiſtence manufattory, 
and ſhips let out to freight prove to them. 


HO? it 1s evident by our hiſtories, that in 
many cities in Holland great quantities of 
manufactures were made, when all the European 
traffick and navigation was moſtly driven by the 
Eaſterlings and Hans-Towns, and before fiſhing, 
traffick, and freighting of ſhips were ſettled in theſe 
provinces; and that conſequently we might ſa 
| with good reaſon, that fiſhing and traffick, toge- Traffick de- 
ther with ſhips failing for freight, took their riſe % , 
rather from the manufactures, than the manufac- — | 
tures took their riſe from them: yet generally it is ture. 
certain, that in a country where there is fiſhing ,, "RO 
and traffick, manufacturies and freight ſhips ure de- 
may eaſily be introduced. For from them there pends oz 
muſt of neceſſity riſe an opportunity of bringing /#ing and 
commodities to be wrought up out of foreign parts; Hel. 
and the goods ſo manufactured may be ſent by the 
lame conveniency beyond ſeas, or up the rivers 
into other countries. Wl 
Thus we ſee that in Holland ſor the ſame reaſon, 
all forts of manufactures of ſilk, flax, wool, hemp, 
twyne, ropes, cables, and nets, are more conveni- 
ently made, and yield better profit than in any | 
other country, and the like; coarſe ſalt boiled; 
and many ſhips are built by that means with out- 
landiſh timber. For it is evident, that ſhip- 
wright's work in Ho!land, muit not be conſidered 
as a mere conſumption, but as a very conſidera- | 
ble manufacture and merchandize, ſeeing almoſt | 
all great ſhips for ſtrangers are built by the Hol- 
| landers- 
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landers. Beſides which manufactures, there are 
others of neceſſary uſe, as well as for pleaſure ot 
ornament ; which are of ſuch a nature, that moſt 
of them require water, whether it be to work 
| them, or for cheapnels of carriage : and when by 
=_ the ſhallownels of the waters there would be other. 
wiſe a defect, that want is ſupply'd by the conſtant 
winds that blow upon our low and plain land, 

A which joining to the ſea are thereby repleniſhed, 
Naviga- And as to the owning ot parts of ſhips let out to 
tion, or freight, it appears that a ſhip lying for freight 
ares 4 in a country where fiſhing, manufactury, and tra. 
445." ding flouriſh, will be able 0 get its lading in 2 
 manufac- Very ſhort time: and that in countrys where they 
tures, f- don't flouriſh, ſuch ſhips muſt fail from one pon 
eries and to another, and loſe much time in getting freight: 
commerce fo that ſuch as are owners of ſhips muſt neceſſarily 
fix in ſuch a country where ſhipping may ſooneſt 

find their full lading. * 2 
The cli- Beſides all which, Holland lies in fo cold a cli- 
4 mate, that the people are not hindred from work- 
Ollan . 
very proper ing, by reaſon of the heat of the country, as elſe- 
for manu- Where: and ſceing for the moſt part we have but a 
Jacture. groſs air, eat coarſe diet, and drink ſmall beer, 
the people are much fitter for conſtant work; and 
by reaſon of the great impoſitions, they are neceſſi- 
tated to uſe all the ſaid means of ſubſiſtance, viz, 
to make manufactures by land, to fiſh by ſea, to 
navigate ſhips for trade at home and abroad, and to 
let out their great and ſmall veſſels to freight. 

A free re- And ſecing the inhabitants under this free go- 
publican vernment, hope by lawful means to acquire eſtates, 
e may fit down peaceably, and uſe their wealth s 
clines allio they pleaſe, without dreading that any indigent ot 
get eflates. waſtetul prince, or his courtiers and gentry, who 
are generally as prodigal, neceſſitous, and covetous 
as himſelf, ſhould on any pretence whatever ſeiz: 
on the wealth of the fubjz&t ; our inhabitants are 
| | therefore 
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therefore much inclined to ſubſiſt by the forenamed 

and other like ways or means, and gain riches for 

their poſterity by frugality and good huſbandry, 


3 GMA. Hane 
That the inhabitants of Holland, being in a 
ate of freedom, are by a common intereſt 
wonderfully linked together ; which is alſo 
ſhew'd by a rough calculation of the number 


of inhabitants, and by what means they ſubſiſt, 


E are moreover well to conſider, that 6ſh- Thar he 
ing is not the ſole cauſe of traffick, nor forementis- 

fiſhing and traffick the cauſe of manufactury; as c 

alſo that theſe three together do not always give 2 

caſion for the ſhipping that is to let out to freight, 4% be in- 

which is meant by navigation: but that fiſhing 5 tant 

flouriſhes much more in thoſe parts, becauſe traffick, ! ee, 

navigation and manufactures are ſettled among uss, 

whereby the fiſh and oil taken may be tranſported 

and conſumed. Likewiſe that more than the one 

half of our trading would decay, in caſe the trade of 

fiſh were deſtroyed, as well as all other ſorts of 

commodities about which people are imployed in 

Holland; beſides that, by conſequence the inland 

conſumption of all foreign goods being more than 

one half diminiſhed, the traffick in thoſe parts 

would fall proportionably. 
It is alſo certain, that of neceſſity all forts Namelythe 

of manufactures would be leſſened more than a greatef 

moiety, if not annihilated, as ſoon as this country A. * 

ſhould come to be bereft ot fiſhing, and of trading vater of 

in thoſe commodities which are ſpent abroad. And manufac- 

concerning owners of ſhips let out to freight, it is ture. 

evident that they wholly depend on the proſperity 

or tucceſs of fiſhing, manufactury, and traffick: 

tor ſccing our country yields almoſt nothing out of 
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* 
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its own bowels ; therefore the ſhips that lie for 
freight, can lade nothing but what the merchants 

And the or traders put on board them of fiſh, manufactury, 
owners of or merchandize. And as little would foreign ſhips 
4,74", 2 carry goods to Holland, in caſe no fiſhermen, mer. 
together, Chants, or traders dealing in manufactury dwelt 
there. And contrariwile 1t is certain, that our fiſh- 

ers, manufacturers and traders, find a mighty con- 
veniency and benefit in our great number of freight. 

ſhips, which continually lie for freight in all parts of 

the world, andare ready to carry the ſame at an eaſy 

rate to any place deſired. So that the Engliſb and 

Flemiſh merchants, c. do oft-times know no bet- 

ter way to tranſport their goods to ſuch foreign 

parts as they deſign, than to carry them firſt to 
Amſterdam, and from thence to other places, eſpe- 

cially when our admifalties, according to their 

duty, take care to convoy and defend our merchant 

ſhips, with men of war, againſt all pirates, or 

The buſ- ſea-robbers whatſoever. It is alſo evident, that the 
banden huſbindmen, or boors of Holland, can very well 
cs, r fell all the product or profit of their land, cattle 
Concern. din firing, c. to the inhabitants that are fiſhers, ma- 
manuſac- facturers, traders, navigators, and thoſe that de- 
tures, are pend on them; which is a great advantage beyond 
@s @ neef- what all other boors have, who for the moſt part 
jog have their commodities ſpent abroad, and conſe- 
all other quently muſt bear the charges of freight, and the 
inhabi duties outwards and inwards, and muſt alſo allow 1 
ant. double gain to the merchants and buyers, So that 


this great number of people, that are not huſband- 


men, are I think the only cauſe that thoſe country. 


boors, tho? heavily taxed, are able to ſubſiſt. And 
ſeeing all the ſaid inhabitants have need of meat, 
drink, cloathing, houſing, and of the gain gotte 
* by foreign conſumption that is needful to ſuppo! 
it; it is evident, that all the other inhabitants de- 


— 
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pend and live upon the aforeſaid fiſhers, traders and 
navigators. 

And how remarkable it is, that all rulers and 
others, who for any ſervice depend on them, have 


come profitable to be but a city meſſenger, or un- 
dertaker to freight ſhips, ſeeing men are thereby 
enabled to maintain their families. 

Furthermore, having a mind to convince the 


| reader, not only by my reaſoning, but by his own 


experience, that the proſperity of Holland is built 
upon the foreſaid means of ſubſiſtence, and on no 
other; I find myſelf obliged to make a calculation 
of the number of people in Holland that are fixed 477 abb 
inhabitants, or depend upon them; and at the ſame is /ee foreb 
time, as far as I am able, to reckon in what pro- & reg 
portion thoſe people are maintain'd by the means 7747 
of ſubſiſtence before mentioned. In order to this pupil ys 
I ſhall on the one hand conſider, that Sir Valter Holland 
Raleigh, endeavouring to move king James of Eng- maintain 
land to advance the fiſhing trade, manufactures, Seſelves. 
and traffick by ſea, hath poſſibly exceeded in his 
account of the profits ariſing from it, and aug- 
mented the number of the people that live upon it 
ſome what above the truth. | 
And on the other hand I ſhall conſider what 4% lite. 
Gerard Malines ſaith, in his Lex Mertatotia, Ann. - — 
1622. that in Flanders there were then counted one a, vis 
hundred and forty thouſand families; which being 4abitanrs 
reckoned, one with another, at five perſons each, ere are 
they would amount to ſeven hundred thouſand peo- Holland. 
ple. I ſhall likewiſe conſider that in Holland that 
| * ſame 
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ſame year, the ſtates laid a poll-tax upon all inha. 


bitants, none excepted fave ſtrangers, priſoners, 
and vagrants, and thoſe that were on the other fide 
the line; yet were there . A in all Southb- Holland 


that ſame wiſe no more than four hundred eighty 
one thouſand nine hundred thirty and four: altho 


the commiſſioners inſtructions for that end were 
very ſtrict and ſevere, to prevent all fraud and de. 
ceit. However that we may make the better 
whether this was a faithful account, I ſhall give you 
the particulars of it as regiſtred in the chamber of 
Accounts. * 


Dort with its villages, 40522 
Haerlem with its villages, 69648 
Delft with its villages, 41744 
Leyden and Rynland, 94285 
Amſterdam and its villages, I 15022 
Goude and its villages, 24662 

Rotterdam with its villages, 28349 
Gornichem with its villages, | 7585 
Schiedam with its villages, - 10392 
Scboonboven with its villages, 1070} 
Briel with its villages, 20156 
The Hague, 17430 
Heuſden. | | 1444 

481944 


And ſuppoſing that Mf. Friefland might yield the 
fourth part of the inhabitants of South Holland, i: 
would amount to X | 120403; 


In all 602417 


But becauſe poſſibly none but intelligent readers, 
and ſuch as have. travelled, will believe, what *: 


ſee is cuſtomary in all places, that the number of 


people in all populous countries is exceſſively mg 


nified, and that the common readers will think, 


that ſince many would be willing to evade 
| po 
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poll-tax, there was an extraordinary fraud in the 
number given in: I ſhall therefore follow the com- 
mon opinion, and conclude, that the number of 
people was indeed much greater, and that _ theſe 
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countries are ſince that time much improved in the 4,4 awwith 
number of inhabitants; and accordingly I ſhall c pro- 
give a gueſs as by vulgar report, that the whole portion they 


live by the 


number, without excluding any inhabitants what- |. 
ſoever, may amount to two millions and four hun- az. 
dred thouſand people, and that they maintain them- 


{elves as followeth, viz. 

By the fiſheries at ſea, and ſetting them out with 
ſhips, rigging, caſk, ſalt, andother materials, or inſtru- 
ments, and the traffick thatdependsthereon, 450000. 

By agriculture, inland-fiſhing, herding, hay- 
making, turf-making, and by furniſhing thoſe 

ple with all ſorts of materials as they are boors, 
or huſbandmen, 200000. 

By making all manner of manufactures, ſhipping, 
works of art, mechanick or handicraft works, which 
are conſumed abroad; as likewiſe by trade relating 
to the ſaid manufactures, 650000. 

By navigation or failing for freight and trade 
jointly, by which I mean carriage into foreign 
parts for ſelling and buying; as alſo carrying to 
and from Holland all ſuch wares and merchandiſe 
as relate not to our fiſhing and manufactury, nor 
depend thereon: and laſtly, I include herein alſo all 
inhabitants that are any ways ſerviceable to ſuch 
traders, and ſhips let out to freight, amounting in 
all to, | "250000. 

By all theſe inhabitants, as being men, women, and 
children, that muſt be provided, and by work ing about 
what is ſpent in this country, as food, drink, cloath- 
ing, houſing, and by making or ſelling houſhould 
ſtuff, and all other things for art, eaſe, pleaſure, 
or ornament, 650000. 


D 2 By 


450000, 


200000, 


650000, 


250000. 


36 De flouriſhing of Commerce Part, I. 
| By the labour and care of all the above-men- 
tioned perſons, being gentry without employment 

or calling, civil magiſtrates and officers, thoſe that 
live upon their eſtates or money, ſoldiers, the 


poor in hoſpitals, beggars, &c. ' 200000, 
200000: In all 2400000, 
2400000, 


And tho? this calculation, whether conſidered as 
to the number of the inhabitants, or their propor- 
tionable means of ſubſiſtence, is very rough and 
uncertain ;z yet I ſuppoſe it to be evident, that the 
eighth part of the inhabitants of Holland could not 
be ſupplied with neceſſaries out of its own product, 
if their gain otherwiſe did not afford them all other 
u the neceſſaries: ſo that homo homini deus in ſtatu poli- 
happineſs tico, one man being a god to another under a good 
4 3 government, it is an unſpeakable bleſſing for this 
fach as are land, that there are ſo many people in it, who ac- 
linked tage- cording to the nature of the country are honeſtly 
ther in in- maintain'd by ſuch ſuitable or proportionable means, 
ter. and eſpecially that the welfare of all the inhabitants 
the idle gentry, and foreign ſoldiers in pay excepted) 
from the leaſt to the greateſt, does ſo neceſſigily 
depend on one another: and above all, it is chiefly 
conſiderable, that there are none more really in- 
tereſted in the proſperity of this country than the 
rulers of this ariſtocratical government, and the 
perſons that live on their eſtates. 

For fiſhers, boors, or country. people, owners 
of ſhips let to freight, merchants and manufacturer, 
in a general deſtruction of a country, could eaſily 
tranſport themſelves into foreign parts, and there 
ſet up their fiſhing, agriculture, or huſbandry; 
ſhipping, merchandize and manufactures : But ſuch 
as have lands, or immovable eftates cannot do this; 
and ſuppoſing they could, and ſhould ſell their 


eſtates and remove into other countries, yet = 
rem 
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they there have no calling to ſubſiſt by, much leſs 


can they expect to be made uſe of in the govern- 

ment, or procure any office or advantage depending 

upon it. 0172 | 
N this excellent and laudable harmony 4,4 73. 

and union may be violated, even to the ruin of all greatefun: 

the inhabitants, none excepted but courtiers and Sie, 

ſoldiers, and that by one ſole miſtake in govern- — 

ment, which is the electing one. ſupreme head over of all 25 

all theſe inhabitants, or over their armies. For inhabitants 

ſeeing ſuch a ſingle perſon for the increaſe of his =P —— 


grandeur, may curb and obſtruct Holland's great- L 


| nels and power, by the deputies of the leſſer pro- of — 


vinces of the generality, who alſo may in their 

courſe check the great and flouriſhing cities in their 

own provincial aſſemblies, by the ſuffrages or votes 

of the envious gentry. And the leſſer cities, and 

the great perſons, courtiers and ſoldiers being all 

of his party, and depending on him, muſt needs 

prey upon the induſtrious or working inliabitants, Nang z, 
and fo will make uſe of all their power for their advancing 
own benefit, and to the detriment of the com- «/ing/e per- 
monalty, And to the end they may. receive no 4% wars 
let from the great and ſtrong cities of Holland, it 4 
follows that they would either weaken or leſſen and el. 
all ſuch cities, and impoveriſh the inhabitans, to dieꝶ. 
make them obedient without controul, Which if 

ſo, we have juſt cauſe continually to pray, A fu- . 
rore monarcharum libera nos Domine; God preſerve 

Holland from the fury of a monarch, prince, or 

one ſupreme head. But what there is of reality in 


this, ſhall be handled hereafter in a chapter apart. 
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Why traf. II is not enough to know how happy in general 
Act has not 
fd in 


r e ing there have been many cauſes which would have 


tries. 


Why Holland has not loft Traffick . Part]. 


CHAP. X. 


That queſtion confider'd, why the heavy taxes, 
occafioned by war, have not driven fiſhing, 
trading, manufactury, and ſhipping out of 
Holland ? 


this country is, in finding imployment'for ſo 
many hands, and affording them ſuſtenance, ſee- 


hindred the ſucceſs of our fiſhing, navigation and 
traffick, had there been but one country among 
the many that are near us, well ſituated for fiſhing, 
manufactury, traffick and navigation, which du- 
ring our wars and troubles had ſeen and followed 
their own true intereſt ; moſt of our neighbouring 
nations, all that time being in a profound peace, 
ſeemed to have leſs hinderance for promoting ma- 


nufactures, traffick, employing of ſhips for freight 


and fiſhing, than our nation. So that to purſue 

the true intereſt and maxims of Holland, we ought 

particularly to know the reaſon, why the great in- 

conveniencies of taxes and wars that we have la- 

boured under, have not occaſioned the fiſhing 

manufactury, traffick and ns, to ſettle jnd 
P 


fix in other countries; as for example in England, 
where if all be well conſidered they have had far 
greater advantages of ſituation, harbours, a clean 
and bold coaſt, favourable winds, and an oppor 
tunity of tranſporting many unwrought commodi 
ties, a laſting peace, and a greater freedom from 
taxes than we have. 


CHA? 
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C HAP. XI. 
Before wwe anſwer the ſaid queſtion, wwe ſhall 


relate the ancient ſtate of manufatturies, 
fiſheries, and navigation in Europe. 


HAT I may from hence derive ſome light, 
I ſhall premiſe a brief relation how theſe 
affairs ſtood 1n antient times. 

It is well known, that 6 or 700 years ago, guys 
there were no merchants in all Europe, except a 700 years 
few in the republicks of Italy, who lived on the e there 
Mediterranean, and traded with the Indian cara- er, — 
vans in the Levant; or poſſibly there might be ;, — 
found ſome merchants, tho but in few places, 
that drove an inland trade : ſo that each nation 
was neceſſitated to ſow, build and weave for them- 
ſelves to the northward and eaſtward, where there 
were then no outland nor inland merchants z and 
therefore in caſe of ſuperfluity of people, they Howgrear 
were compelled by force of arms for want of pro- '#corveri- 
viſion, and to prevent ill ſeaſons, and hunger, to — 
conquer more land. And this cauſed the irruptionss 
of the Cele, Cimbri, Scythians, Goths, Ruades, 

Vanaals, Hunns, Franks, Burgundians, Normans, 

Kc. who till about the year 1000 after Chriſt's 

birth, were in their greateſt ſtrength ; all which 

people, and in a word, all that ſpake Dutch or Ger- 

nan, exchanged their ſuperfluities, not for money, 

but, as it is reported, thus: two hens for a gooſe, Em. Suiero 
two geeſe for a ſwine, three lambs for a ſheep, three _ 
calves for a cow; bartering of corn was then alſo * 
in practice, by which they knew how much oats 

was to be given for barley, how much barley for 

p. rye, and rye for wheat, when they wanted 

them; fo that except for eatable wares there was 

neither barter nor traffick. | 
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De Fle- The Flemings lying neareſt to France were the 


. firſt that began to earn their livings by weaving, 

the fo and fold the ſame in that fruitful land, where the 
trader; in inhabitants were not only able to feed themſelves, 

manyfac- but alſo by the ſuperfluous growth of their country 

tures. Could put themſelves into good apparel z which 

young Boudewyn of Flanders, about the year 960, 

conſiderably improved, by ſetting up yearly fares 

or markets in ſeveral places, paying no duty or 

toll for any goods either exported or imported, 

By which means that way of merchandize improved 

300 years ſucceſſively, altho* thoſe commodities 

were only conſumed in France 0 Germany, till 

the many prejudicial or hurtful laws of the Halli, 

which at firſt were fram'd on the pretence of pre- 

venting deceit, and the debaſing of commodities, 

but were in truth intended to fix thoſe manuſactures 

to the cities: but at laſt having by force, which is 

ever prejudicial to traffick, driven much of this 

weaving trade out of the cities into the villages; the 

Next them Wars between France and Flanders drove it back 

the Bra- from the villages to Tienen and Lovain in Brabant; 

banders. notwithſtanding which the Brabanders being ro- 

thing more prudent, did by the ſame occaſion, viz, 

the laws of the halls, and impoſts on manufaCtury 

during the war againſt France, occaſion many su- 

mults and uproars among the weavers about 100 

years after in Flanders, where at Gent in the year 

1301, in a tumult occaſion'd by ſame coercive 

laws and orders about their occuparioF, there were 

flain ewo magiſtrates, and eleven other inhabitants 

And at Bruges the next year after, for the ſame 

cauſe, there were flain above 1500 in a tumult, 

Likewiſe at Ypres, upon the fame occaſion, there 

being a mutiny, the Yohgt, or chief magiſtrate, 

with the ten /cb:epens (being all the magiſtrates of 

the. city) were Killed, And: ſuch like accidents 

happened aiterwards in Brabant, amongſt others at 


Lovan, 


Chap. 11. firſt into Holland. 41 
Lovain, where, in a great tumult of the cloth- 
weavers with their adherence, divers magiſtrates 


were llain in the council- houſe, and ſeveral of the 


offenders fled into England, whither they firſt car- 
ried the art of drapery : but many other cloth- 
weavers, With their followers, as well Brabanders 
as Flemings, diſperſed themſelves into the countries 


beyond the Maſe, and into Holland; and amongſt LH, the 


other places, many of the: n fixed at Leyden. Mean _— 
while, the German knights of the croſs, after the ,,, Eng- 
year 1200, under pretence of reducing the Hea- liſh. 
thens to the Chriſtian faith, made themſelves ma- 

ſters not only of barren Pomerania, and the river 

Oder, which they ſuffered the converted princes 

to enjoy, but of rich Pruſſia and Lyfland, and the 

rivers Weiſſel, Pregol, and Duina, and conſe- 


ye of all thoſe which fall into the ſea, out of 


uitful Poland, Lithuania, or Ruſſia. By which 
conveniency the eaſtern cities that lay neareſt to 
the ſea, began to fetch away their bulky and 
* unwrought goods, and to carry them to the Ve- * 1;4 
therlands, England, Spain, and France, and like- were 
wiſe from thence to and fro to export and import 2 
all the goods that were ſuperfluous or wanting. 5 <4 pray 

And ſeeing by the wars about the year 1360, be- dall in 
tween Denmark and Sweden, they ſuffered great be Eaſt- 
loſſes by ſea, and amongſt others were plundered ” 4 
by the famous Wisbuy, fixty-ſix of their cities cove-* * 
nanted together, to ſcour or cleanſe the ſeas from hen, and 
ſuch piracies, and to ſecure their goods: and thus 2 - af 
they became and continued, by that eaſtern trade, 3 
the only traffickers and carriers by ſea, beating by α way 
that means all other nations out of the ocean, till 2 
after the the year 1400, that the art of ſalting and 
curing of herrings being found out in Flanders, the 
hſheries in theſe Netherlands being added to our 
manufactures, proved to be of more importance 
than the trade and navigation of the ä 
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and therefore encreaſed .more and more with the 
traffick by ſea to Bruges, which laſted to the year 
1482, when Flanders had wars with the arch-duke 
Maximilian, about the guardianſhip of his ſon and 
Ard bow his dominions, which laſted ten years. Mean while 
the trade Sluys, the ſea- port of Bruges, being for the moſt part 


Fall to them j \feſted, thoſe of Antwerp and Amſterdam, to dray 


of Bruges, 3 9 
| Gert the trade to their cities, aſſiſted the duke in his un- 


ard Am. bridled tyranny, and barbarous deſtruction of the 
ferdam. country, thereby regained his favour, and attain' 


their own ends. And ſeeing the 1talians by their 
Levant trade, had gotten ſome ſeed of ſilk- worms 
from China and Per/ia, and raiſed ſuch abundance of 
thoſe worms, and mulberry trees, that they wove 
many filk ſtuffs, and in proceſs of time had diſpersd 
their ſilks every where, and began to vent many of 
them at Antwerp: and moreover, when the paſſages 
to the Weſt and Eaſt-Indies by ſea were diſcovered, 
and the Spaniards and Portugueſe ſold their goods 
and ſpices at Antwerp; as alſo that the Netherlandih 
_ drapery was much of it removed into England; and 
the Engliſb alſo ſettling their ſtaple at Antwerp, thele 
3 things produc'd many new effects. | 
2g ©) 1. Tho' Antwerp was, in reſpect of its good 


Antwerp 


formerly foundation, and far extended traffick, the moſt re- 


was, nowned merchandizing city that ever was in the 
world, ſending many ſhips to and again from 
France, England, Spain, Italy, and making many 
ſilk manufaCtures; yet Brabant and Flanders were 
too remote, and ill ſituated for erecting at Antwerp, 

or near it, the fiſhery of haddock, cod, and her- 


| The trade ring, and for making that trade as profitable there, 


Fre, as it might be in Holland. | 
4 a 2. Tho' the Zaſterlings built their eaſtern houſes, 


and manu- and ſet up their ſtaple at Antwerp, yet had they 


Jackures, not the conveniency at once of tranſporting thei! 


whe corn ſo far from the eaſtward, in purſuance of 
into Hol- 


land. their new corr:ſpondence with the Spaniards and 
Italians, 
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Halians, but were neceſſitated to have it laid up 
anew in Antwerp, to prevent its ſpoiling; eſpe- 
cially when we add this conſideration, that thoſe re- 
mote lands had not occaſion to take off whole ſhips 
ladings of fine wares which Antwerp afforded, as 


the Antwerpers could take off whole ſhips ladings 


of herring and falted fiſh, beſides the rough and 
manufactur'd eaſtern and many other commodities, 
which are manufactur'd and ſpent in this count 
3. The Hollanders fiſhery of haddòck, cod, and 
herring, and the great conveniency they have of 
ſelling them all at home, and tranſporting the 


abroad, was the reaſon that the Eaſtern countries 


took off very much of our herrings and ſalt. The 
trade to that country, fince the breaking in of the 
inlet or paſſage into the Texel, about the year 1400, 
when the river 7e began to be navigated with great 
ſhips, ſettled it ſelf by degrees moſtly at Amſterdam, 
and part of it in England. 


CHAP. XII. 


For anſiver to the former queſtion, it is here 


particularly ſhewn, that fiſhing and traffick 


muſt entirely ſettle in Holland, and manu- 


fafturies muſt do the like for the moſt part, 


and conſequently navigation, or ſailing upon 
freight. | 


when Antwerp was taken by the prince 
of Parma. For that city being thus wholly ſhut 
up from the ſea, and the king of Spain very im- 
prudently neglecting to open the Scheld, being de- 


HIS was the ſtate of trade till the year 1585, | 
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ſirous, according to the maxims of monarchs, to How the 


weaken that ſtrong city, which he thought too pow- — 2 


erp 


erful for him, and to diſperſe the traffick over his 


many other cities ; he bent all his ſtrength againſt Amſter- 
the fronciers of Gelderland, England, and France, dam. 


whereby 


bs - That Traffick muſt needs Part] 


whereby the merchants of Antwerp were neceſſitated 
to forſake their city, and conſequently to chuſe 
Amſterdam to ſettle in, which before the troubls 
was, next to Antwerp, the greateſt mercantile city 
of the Netherlands, For when we rightly conſider 
the innumerable inconveniences found in all iſlands, 

and eſpecially northward, by reaſon of ſtorms a 
long winters, in. the conſumption of goods bought, 
and the neceſſary communication with many inland 
_ neighbours ; every one may caſily imagine why 
the Antwerpers ſat not down in the adjacent iſland 
Why not to of Zealand; and beſides, neither in France nor 
the Zea- England was there any liberty of religion, but a 
hrd monarchical government in both, with high duties 
Hande, on goods imported and exported., And tho? the 
Nor to Proteſtant merchants, by reaſon of the great peace 
France vor and good ſituation of England, would have mot 
England. jnclined to ſettle there; yet were they diſcouraged 
from coming into a country where there were no 
City-exciſes or impoſt on lands, or any other taxes 
equally charging all, whether inhabitants or ſtran- 
gers; but heavy taxes and cuſtoms laid on ail goods 
imported and exported, by which foreigners and 
their children and grandchildren, according to the 
laws of the land, muſt pay double as much as the 
natural Engliſb; yea in the ſubſidies of parliament, 
which extend to perpetuity on foreigners and their 


children, they muſt pay double aſſeſſment: beſides Wi 

which all ſtrangers are excluded from their guilds N 

and halls of trade and manufactures; ſo that none ö 

have the freedom there to work, either as journey- a 

man or maſter- work man, fave in that whereof the % 

ls 7 am inhabitants are ignorant. And all theſe diſcou- i 
Eaſtern c:- ragements were alſo for the moſt part in the Eaſtin 50 
ties. cities; yea in England as well as in the Laſtem 0 
cities, a foreigner, tho? an inhabitant, was not ſu Wi; 


fered to ſell to any other but citizens; nor to H WM... 


wares by retail, or for conſumption, or to b] ll :: 
| | * Al} 
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ny fort of goods of ſtrangers, or of inhabitants that 
are ſtrangers, neither by wholeſale nor retail: all 
which made them think England no fit place for 
them to ſettle in. 

It happened alſo at the ſame time, that the 
king of Spain allowing no where a toleration of 
religion, but making continual war, and utterly 
neglecting the ſcouring and cleanſing of the ſeas, 
the fiſhing, and remaining traffick of the Zemiſh 
cities, which they drove into foreign parts, did 
wholly ceaſe z ſo far were they from recoverin 
the loſt trade of Antwerp. So that the Flemiſh fiſh- y all 
ing alſo fell into Holland: but the manufactures es. 
were thus divided; one third of the dealers 9 
weavers of ſays, damaſk, and ſtockings, Sc. went bands 
caſually into England &c. becauſe that trade was Flanders 
then new to the Engliſh, and therefore under no and Bra- 
halls nor guilds. Another great part of them went a.m, = 
to Leyden ;, and the traders in linnen ſettled moſt rrafictard 
at Haeriem. But there were ſtill a great num- *4vizatien 
ber of traders in manufactures that remained in 9 Holland. 
Flanders and Brabant: for ſeeing thoſe goods 
were continually ſent to France and Germany'by 
land. carriage, it was impoſſible for us to pre- 
vent it by our ſhips of war, or any other means 
imaginable. | | 

On the other ſide, ſeeing that in Flanders and Namely 
Brabant, eſpecially in the villages where the ma- & reafas 
ulactures are moſtly made, there are but ſmail im- 9 e beg 
poſts paid, and in Holland the taxes were very great, pq.” 
they might therefore have borne the charge of car- . 
Tying thoſe goods by land into ſome French har- 
bours, from whence they might have been tranſ- 
ported to any part of the world: and therefore upon 
good advice we thought it qur intereſt to permit 
note Flemiſh manufactures, tho* wrought by our 
enemies,'to be brought into our country of Holland, 
charging them with ſomewhat leſs duty than mw 

my 


os 


i 
| 


: 
. 
: 
] 
| : 
'T i 
4 - 
| 5 
N | 
[ 1 
| 
7 
; 
i 
. 
! 
x 
: 
fl 
: 
% 
: 
=. 
! 
: 
: 
? 
v0! 
F 
i} 
WY 
4 
4546 
: 
: 
: 
5 
} 
If 
- 
1 
5 U 
| ' 
| 
: 


= = ts o.com. n 2 wy Yu v = 


46 That Trafiick muſt needs come there. Patt]. 


muſt have been at by going the furtheſt way 
about. And thus did thoſe manufactures of fo. 
reign countries, by means of immunities from 
impoſts and halls, greatly improve and flouriſh 
in thoſe villages, becauſe they could be made x 
cheap or cheaper. than ours, which from time 
ro time were more and more charged with dy. 
ties on the conſumption. Yea, and which is worthy 
of admiration, they were charged with convoy. 
money and other taxes upon exportation, till about 
the year 1634. when by the French and Dutch war, 
and winter-quarters, all the moſt flouriſhing villa. 
ges of Flanders, Brabant, and the lands beyond 
the Meuſe were plundered, and the richeſt mer- 
chandizing cities obſtructed from ſending away 
their goods. So that the cities of Holland were 
hereby filled with inhabitants and their manufac- 
tures fold there; which was the greateſt cauſe of 
the increaſe of trade in this country, and the ſubſe- 
quent riches of the inhabitants. 


CHAP. XIII. 


That Amſterdam is provided with better means 
of ſubſiſtence, and is a greater city of traf- 
fich, and Holland @ richer merchandizing 
country, than ever was in the world, 


Why Am- UT above all Anſterdam hath thriven molt 
ſterdam in all forts of merchandizes, and means of 
7s become ſubſiſtence and enlargement. For tho? it ſeems not 
8 to be ſo well ſituated as many other towns in Sui 
2 3 and North-Holland, for receiving goods that come 
rope. from ſea, and tranſporting others beyond ſea, 
alſo becauſe of the ſhallowneſs of the Pampus, far 
which ſhips miſt lade, or unlade moſt of thei 
goods, and wait for winds in that unſafe road af 


the 


Chap. 13. Trade muſt ſettle af Amſterdam. 47 


the Texel ; yet in this particular of the greateſt con- 
ſideration, Amſterdam lies better than any town in Namely & 
Holland, and poſſibly better than any city in 77 7 


ita fituat on 


Europe, to receive the fiſh manufacture, and other f 
commodities which are taken and made by others, 
and eſpecially to receive from the ſhipping into 
their warehouſes ſtore-goods to be ſpent at home. 
And it is well known to all perſons whether owners 
of ſhips failing for freight, or merchants, that this 
is a very great convgniency for readily equipping 
and full lading of ſhips, and ſelling their goods 
ſpeedily, and at the higheſt price, which 1s ten 
times more conſiderable than a conveniency of im- 
porting or exporting goods ſpeedily, or than the 
damages ſuffered by the ſtorms, which may happen 
(tho' but ſeldom) in the Texel. For men having 
an eye to their ordinary and certain profit accord- 
f ing to true information of the preſent opportunity 
of gain from abroad, whether remote or near at 
hand, by export and import, they are ever moved 
more by ſuch an opportunity, than deterred by ſuch 
misfortunes, eſpecially if they have kept or reſerved 
ſuch an eſtate or credit as to be ſtill able to conti- 
10 nue their traffick, At leaſt it is certain that miſ- 
{ WH fortunes depending on ſuch unknown and uncertain 
n cauſes, and happening fo ſeldom, are ever little 
apprehended, and eaſily, forgotten by thoſe that 
have not had any loſs by that means. And if any 
one ſhould doubt whether Amſterdam be ſituate as 


* - hk dd — hn To 


Tale I 
wind 1s favourable) one may ſail from Amſterdam ted 


toall the towns of Friefland, Overyſſel, Guelderland, 
and North-Holland, '& vice verſa, ſeeing there 
is no alteration of courſe or tides needful: and in 
how ſhort a time, and how cheap and eaſily one 
may travel from any of the towns of South- Holland, 

or 


trade. 


well and betcer than any other city of Holland for Which 
traffick, and ſhips let out to freight, let him but _ 5 
pleaſe to conſider in how few hours (when the 7 


impo/- 


goods. 
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- or other adjacent inland cities to Amſterdam, every 
one knows. And it hath evidently appeared hoy 
much the convenient ſituation of Amſterdam wy 
eſteemed by the Antwerp merchants, ſince the trade 
of Antwerp fixed no where but at Amſterdam, And 
after that the Antwerp trade was added to their 
eaſtern trade and fiſhing, the Amfterdammers then 
got by their {word the whole Zaſt-India trade, 
at leaſt the monopoly of all the richeſt ſpices, and a 
great trade to the Meſi-Indies ; and upon that fol. 
lowed the whale-fiſhing : as alſo by the Germay 
wars, they acquired the conſumption of the 1taliay 
filk ſtuffs, which uſed to be carried by land, and 
fold there. And beſides, the raw ſilks have given 
them a fair opportunity of making many ſilk (tufly, 
as did the halls of Leyden, and an ill maxim of not 
early laying out the ground of a city, or not ſuffer. 
ing any out-buildings beyond the place allowed for 
building, which was the only occaſion that the 
weaving of wool was practiſed, not only in many 
other provinces and cities, but alſo throughout 
Holiand, and eſpecially at Amſterdam. And at 
laſt thereupon followed the troubles in England, 
and our deſtructive tho? ſhort war with them, and 
theirs againſt the king of Spain; as alſo the warsd 
the Northern kings among themſelves, which were 
. ſo prejudicial to us. By thoſe eight years troubles 
the inhabitants of Holland probably loſt more than 
they had gain'd in 20 years before. 
e Hol. It is nevertheleſs evident, that the | Hollander! 
landers are having well-nigh beaten all nations by traffick out 
become the of the great ocean, the Mediterranean, Indian, and 
_ , Baltick Seas; they are the great, and indeed only 
- navigators Carriers of goods throughout the world; catching 
of the ſeas, of herring, haddock, cod and whale, making many 
which is a ſorts of manufactures and merchandize for foreign 
mn. parts. Which is ſo great a bleſſing for the inhab- 


ng , tants, and eſpecially for the rulers of the land, and 


fants. thoſe 
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thoſe that are benefited by them, that a greater 
cannot be conceived. And ſeeing I may preſume 
to ſay that I have clearly ſhewn, in the foregoing 


chapter, that Hollands welfare and proſperity 
wholly depends on the flouriſhing of manufacturies, 
fiſhery, navigation of ſhips on freight, and traffick; 
it ſeems that the order of nature obliges me to give 
my thoughts in particular of all matters whereby 
the Holland manufactur ies, fiſheries, ſhips let out 
to freight, and traffick, may be improved or im- 
paired. But ſeeing that would afford us endleſs 
matter of ſpeculation, exceeds my ſkill, and is in- 
conſiſtent with my intended brevity ; I ſhall ſatisfy 


myſelf in laying down the principal heads thereof, 
and that in ſhorr. 


— 


CHAT. A. 


That freedom or toleration in, and about the 
ſervice or worſhip of God, 1s a powerful 
means to preſerve many inhabitants in Hol- 
land, and allure foreigners to dell amongſt 
Us, 

N the firſt place it is certain, that not only thoſe By /iberry 
that deal in manufactures, fiſhing, traffick, ſhip- 9f conſci- 

ping, and thoſe that depend on them, but alſo all e 

civilized people muſt be ſuppoſed to pitch upon 8322 

ſome outward ſervice of God as the beſt, and to be our of other 

averſe from all other forms; and that ſuch perſons countries 
do abhor to travel, and much more to go and *? en 

dwell in a country, where they are not permitted * 

to ſerve and worſhip God outwardly, after ſuch a 


t nd Cray Ry 


— manner as they think fit. And alſo that as to free- 
any dom about the outward ſervice of God, during the 
eien troubles, and ſhortly after; when the manufactu- 
ab- es, trading, and navigation for freight began to 


ſeule in Holland, the magiſtrate was ſo tender and 
E. indulgent 
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indulgent, that there were very few uſeful inhabj. 
tants driven thence by any rigour or hardſhip, much 
leſs any foreigners: ſo that it brings that maxim 
into my mind, that- * the ſureſt way to keep any 

thing, is to make uſe of the ſame means whereby 

it was at firſt acquired. 
And ambng thoſe means, comes firſt into con. 
ſideration the freedom of all forts of religion differ. 
gene th, ing from the Reformed, For in regard all our 
= ;» Neighbours (except Great Britain and the United 
all neigh- Provinces) and for the moſt part all far remote 
bouring lands, are not of the reformed religion; and that 
ri“ the clergy under the papacy have their own juriſ- 
— diction: and ſeeing, if not all thoſe that are called 
thoſe that ſpiritual, yet the clergy at leaſt that differ from 
differ from us, have in all countries a ſettled livelihood, which 
* 2 depends not on the political welfare of the land: ve 
ſentiments. ſee that through human frailty, they do in all thel: 
countries think fit to teach and preach up all that 
can have a tendency to their own credit, profit, and 
eaſe, yea, tho? it be to the ruin of the whole coun- 
try; and moreover, when the doctrine, counte|, 
and admonition of theſe men is not received by any 
of their auditors, theſe clergymen do then very un- 
mercifully uſe to proſecute them odio theologin, 
Whereas nevertheleſs all chriſtian clergymen ought 
to reſt ſatisfied, according to their maſter's doc 
trine, to enlighten the minds of men with tie 
truth, and to ſhew them the way to eternal life 
and afterwards to endeavour to perſwade, and tum 
iich yet ſuch enlightned perſons in all humility and meck- 
oppugns the neſs into the path that leads to falvatiqn. It is evi 
dorine of dent that all people, eſpecially Chriftians, and more 
—— particularly their publick teachers, ought to be far 
from compelling, either by ſpiritual or bodily pt 
niſhment, thoſe that for want of light and —_ 


: * Res facile iiſdem artibus retinentur quibus initio part 
unt. | | 
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fon are not inclined to go to the publick church, 
to do any outward act, or to ſpeak any words con- 
trary to their judgment; for poteſtas coercendi, the 
coercive power is given only to the civil magiſtrate z 
all the power and right which the eccleſiaſticks 
have, if they have any, mult be derived from them, 
| as the ſame is excellently and unanſwerably ſhewn 
by Lucius Antiſtius Conſtans, in his book de Jure 
Ecclefraſticorum lately printed. 

Indeed the eſſential and only difference between 
the civil and eccleſiaſtical power is this, that the 
civil doth not teach and adviſe as the other doth, 
but commands and compels the inhabitants to per- 
form or omit ſuch outward actions, or to ſuffer 
ſome certain puniſhment for their diſobedience z 
ſo that they have dominion over the ſubject, five 


teachers is to inſtru and adviſe men to all chri- 


d ſtian virtues, as truſting in God our Saviour, the bort. 
„ hope of poſſeſſing a future eternal bleſſed life, and | © 

| the love of God and our neighbour. Which vir- 

u tues conſiſting only in the in ward thoughts of our 

f. minds, cannot be put into us by any outward vio- 

1, lence or compulſion, but only by the inlightning 

I and convincing reaſons of miniſters, who to effect 


this, muſt on all occaſions comply with the ſtate 
and condition of their hearers, and be the leaſt 
amongſt them: and thus making themſelves the 
leaſt, and thereby converting moſt, and bringing 


forth moſt good fruits, they ſhall be the firſt in the 


you, let him be your ſervant. And beſides, it is 27. 
well known that our Lord Chriſt pretended to no 


nt being of this world) than that every one being 36. 
convinced of this his true doctrine, and wholeſome 
advice, and of his holy ſufferings for us, ſhould 

1 F- freely 


volentes, foe nolentes, whether they will or no. he au- 


Whereas on the other ſide, the duty of chriſtian % 15 
only to 


teach and 


kingdom of heaven. V boſoever will be chief among Rlatt. 20; 


other kingdom or dominion on earth (bis kingdom John 18. 
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freely be ſubject to him, not with the outward man 
only, to do or omit any action, to ſpeak or be ſilent, 
John 4. but with the inward man in ſpirit and truth, io 
love God, himſelf, and his neighbour ; to truſt in 
that God and Saviour in all the occurrences of our 
lives, and by his infinite wiſdom, mercy and power, 
to hope for a bleſſed and everlaſting ſtate for our 
ſouls. So that it becaine not his diſciples, or fol. 
lowers, and apoſtles, much leſs our preſent publick 
preachers, to ſet themſelves above their ſpiritual 
lord and maſter, to lord it over others. The king; 
Luke 22. of the Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip over them; but j: 
25, 26, ſhall not be ſo, The goſpel alſo teacheth us, that they 
ſhould not lord it over the people, but ought to be 
their ſervants, and miniſters of the word of God. 
But notwithſtanding all this, we ſee, that by theſe 
evil ambitious maxims of the clergy, almoſt in all 
countries, the diſſenters, or ſuch as own not the opi- 
nion of the publick preachers, are turned out of the 
civil ſtate and perſecuted ; for they are not only ex 
cluded from all government, magiſtracies, office 
and benefices (which is in ſome meaſure tolerablefor 
the ſecluded inhabitants, and agrees very well with 
the maxims of polity, in regard it is well known by 
experience in all countries to be neceſſary, as tending 
to the common peace, that one religion ſhould pre- 
vail and be ſupported above all others, and accord- 
ingly is by all means authorized, tavoured, and pro- 
tected by the ſtate, yet not fo, but that the exercil 
of other religions at the ſame time be in ſome mes 
go that Are publickly tolerated, at leaſt not perſecuted) but 
many, to are ſo perſecuted, that many honeſt and uſeful inks 
 efeape that bitants, to eſcape thoſe fines, baniſhments, or corpo- 
— ral puniſhments, to which by adhering to the prohi- 
[ate their bited ſervice of God they are ſubject, abandon thei 
native own {ſweet native country, and, to obtain their |! 


coun'!), berty, chuſe to come and ſit down in our bart! 
and come 
Ten 


into Hol. and heavy tax'd country. 
and. 
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Yea, and which is more, in ſome countries 
theſe churchmen will go ſo far, as by an inquiſi- 


tion to inquire who they are that differ from the 
opinion of the authorized preachers ; and firſt by 
admonition and excommunication, bereave them 
of their credit, and afterwards of their liberty, eſ- 
tate or life. And as heretofore the Romiſb clergy 
were not ſatisfied with obſtructing the divine ſer- 


53 


Which per- 
ſecution far 


Wo ſoip- 


vice of thoſe that diſſented from them, but laboured pins 
to bring the inquiſition into all places; ſo would C, i 


it be a great wonder if the eccleſiaſticks in Hollana 


very detri- 
mental 10 


ſhould not follow the ſame worldly courſe, to the ;z, flate. 


ruin of the country, if they conceiv'd it tended to 
the increaſe of their own profit, honour, power 
and grandeur, At leaſt we ſee it in almoſt all 
countries, where the beſt and moſt moderate, yea 
eyen where the reformed clergy bear ſway, that 
diſſenting aſſemblies are prohibited. And ſeeing 
that the publick divine worſhip is ſo neceſſary for 
mankind, that without it they would fall into 
great ignorance about the ſervice of God, and 
conſequently into a very bad life; and fince 
man's life is ſubject to many miſeries, therefore 
every one is inclined in this wretched ſtate to nou- 
riſn or comfort his ſoul with the hope of a better: 
and as men hope very eaſily to obtain the ſame by 
a free and willing attention to a doctrine they think 
to be built on a good foundation; ſo every one 
may eaſily perceive how impoſſible it is to make 


And hin- 
ders the 


any man by compulſion to hope for ſuch advan- ,,,,.,/ 
tage, in that which he cannot apprehend to be gf the er- 
well grounded; and accordingly the diſſenting neut. 


party clearly diſcover the vanity of all manner of 
force in matters of religion. 


Moreover, ſeeing aſl matters of fact, and like- 


wiſe of faith, muſt in ſome meaſure be proved by 
thmony of good credit, ſuch as is irreproachable, 
or beyond exception z and that all that are thus 
E 3 perſecuted, 
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erſecuted, whether by excommunication, fines, 
aniſhment or corporal puniſhments, reproach and 
hate their perſecutors, to wit, the publick autho. 
riſed preachers, as their enemies; it is evident that 
thoſe perſecutors Joſe all their weight to perſuade 
people in matters of faith by means of their pub. 


lick authority, which otherwiſe would be great 


among the common people. And beſides, we ſee, 
that all perſecuted people continually exerciſe their 
thoughts upon any thing that ſeems to confirm 
their own Judgment, and oft-times out of mere 
ſtomachfulneſs and animoſity will not ponder and 


| ſedately conſider their enemies reaſons : ſo that the 


And burt- 


ul to the 


civil flate. 


perſecuted people being wholly turn'd aſide from 
the truth of God's worſhip by ſuch violence and 
compulſion, become hardned in their error. By 
this means manifold wars, miſeries and removals 
of habitations have been occaſioned fince the re- 
formation: and the like actions will {till have the 
like effects. How prejudicial ſuch coercive prac- 
tices are, eſpecially in rich trafficking cities, Lu- 
beck, Collen, and Aix la Chapelle may inſtruct us, 
where both the rulers and ſubjects of thoſe lately 
ſo famous cities have ſince the reformation loſt 
moſt of their wealth, and chiefly by ſuch compul- 


ſion in religion; many of the inhabitants being 


thereby driven out of their reſpective cities, and 
ſtrangers diſcouraged from coming to reſide in 
them. And tho? according to clear reaſon, and 
holy writ, the true glory and fame of all rulers 
conſiſts in the multitude of their ſubjects, yet do 
theſe churchmen (forgetting their credit, their 
country, and their God, which is a threefold im- 
piety) continue to teach, that it is better to have a 
city of an orthodox or ſound faith, ill ſtocked 
with people, than a very populous, and godly 
city, but tainted with hereſy. Thus it is evident 


that to allow all men the exerciſe of their religion 


W 
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with more freedom than in other nations, would So that e/- 
be a very effectual means for Holland to allure mn gg 
ople out of other countries, and to fix them, that „ne 
are there already; provided ſuch freedom be not gf Religion 


prejudicial to our civil ſtate and free government. in zeedful. | 


For, as on the one ſide thoſe of the Romiſh religion p,. Af 
have their ſpiritu2] heads, and the K. of Spain D. C. lib. 
(heretofore Earl of Holland) for their neighbour, 4-Dilc. 6. 
who may help the Romaniſts in the time of inteſ- P. 320. 
tine diviſion ; ſo on the other ſide it is manifeſt, | 
that our own government by length of time is en- 
larged, and the Spaniſh Netherlands become weak ; 
and that notwithſtanding the renunciation of the 
ſaid ſuperiority over Holland we are in peace with 
them, it is alſo certain that by perſecuting the 
Romaniſts we ſhould drive moſt of the ſtrangers 7;4-w;/ 
out of our country; and the greateſt number of „er the ro- 
the diſſenting old inhabitants, viz. the gentry, n cathe- 
monied- men and boors, who continue to dwell **** 
amongſt us, would become ſo averſe to the go- 
vernment, that in time it would be either a means 
to bring this country into the hands of our enemy, 
or elſe drive thoſe people out of the country: 
which cruelty would not only be pernicious, but 
altogether unreaſonable in the rulers and reformed 
ſubjects, who always us'd to boaſt that they fought 
for their liberty, and conſtantly maintain'd, that 
ſeveral publick religions may be peaceably tole- Becauſe 
rated and practiſed in one and the ſame country; 9 wars 
that true religion hath, advantage enough when it's Ss * 
allowed to ſpeak, errantis pana doceri, and that und? 
there is no greater ſign of a falſe religion (or at en the li- 
leaſt of one to the truth of which men dare hot r and 
truſt) than to perſecute the diſſenters from it. So 7% 9. 
that it appears that toleration and freedom of re- 
ligion is not only exceeding beneficial for our coun- 
ry in general, but particularly for the reformed 

E 4 religion, 
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religion, which may and ought to depend upon 
its own evidence and veracity. | | 


LAT. 4A. 


A ſecond means to keep Holland populous, is g 
plenary freedom for all people that will co. 
habit with us, to follow any occupation for 
a livelibood. 


Freedom to EXT to a liberty of ſerving God, follows 
ee ” the liberty of gaining a livelihood without 
34.1; t any dear-bought city-freedom, but only by virtue 
ſet up, and Of a fixed habitation to have the common right 
live by of other inhabitants: which is here very neceſſary 
h, for keeping the people we have, and inviting 
trades ; ft For 1 
rangers to come among us. For it is ſe 
evident that landed- men, or others that are wealthy, 
being forced by any accident to leave their country 
or habitation, will never chuſe Holland to dwell 
in, being ſo chargeable a place, and where they 
have ſo little intereſt for their mony. And for 
thoſe who are leſs wealthy, it is well known, that 
no man from abroad will come to dwell or con- 
tinue in a country where he ſhall not be permitted 
to get ah honeſt maintenance. And it may be 
eaſily conſidered how great an inconveniency it 
would be in this country, for the inhabitants, eſpe- 
cially ſtrangers, if they ſhould have no freedom of 
chuſing and practiſing ſuch honeſt means of live- 
lihood as rhey think beſt for their ſubſiſtence ; or 
if, when they had choſen a trade, and could not 
live by it, they might not chuſe another. This 
then. being evident, that ſtrangers without freedom 
of earning their bread, and ſecking a livelihood, | 
cannot live amongſt us: and as it is certain, that 
our manufacturies, fiſheries, traffick and naviga- 
tion, with thoſe that depend upon them, _—_ 
without 
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without continual ſupplies of foreign inhabitants 
be preſerved here, and much leſs augmented or 
improved; It is likewiſe certain, that among the 

endleſs advantages which accrue to Holland by 
| ftrangers, and which might accrue more, our 
boors may be likewiſe profited. For we ſee that 
for want of ſtrangers in the country, the boors 
muſt give ſuch great yearly and day- wages to a 
their ſervants, that they can ſcarcely live but with 
great toil themſelves, and their ſervants live rather 
in too great plenty. The ſame inconveniencies 
we are likewiſe ſenſible of in cities amongſt tradeſ- 
men and ſervants, who are here more chargeable i 
and burdenſome, and yet leſs ſerviceable than in 
any other countries. 

It is certain, that in all cities, tho? they invite 
ſtrangers. to cohabit with them, the ancient inha- 
bitants have advantage enough by the government 
and its dependencies. And it 1s evident, that the 
old inhabitants, who live by their occupations, have 
a great advantage over the new comers, by their 
many relations, cuſtomers and acquaintance, moſt 
of the old manufactures, and great inland con- 1 
ſumption: all which particulars yield the old in- 5 
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] habitants certain gain. But new comers leaving | 
their-own country upon any accident, and beſides , | 

« WW their moveable goods, bringing with them the 2 fas 7, ö 

— knowledge of what is abounding, or wanting in Holland ; 

f their native country, and of all forts of manufac- tha» in { 

. tures; they cannot live in Holland upon the intereſt * other 

Ir of their money, nor on their real eſtates : ſo that 

ot they are compelled to lay out all their ſkill and eſ- 


tate in deviſing and forming of new fiſheries, ma- 
nufactures, traffick and navigation, with the dan- 
ger of loſihg all they have. For he that fits idle 
in Holland, muſt expect to get nothing but certain 
and ſpeedy poverty; but he that ventures may 
gun, and ſometimes find out and meet with a 


good 
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good fiſhery, manufacture, merchandize or traf. 
fick: and then the other inhabitants may come in 
for a ſhare in that new occupation, which is alſo 
very needful, becauſe the old handicraft works 
being beaten down lower and lower in price, yield 
leſs profit. And therefore is is n&ceſſary that all 
ſtrangers that are maſters, journey- men, conſump. 
tioners, merchants, traders, &c. ſhould live peace- 
ably amongſt us, without any diſturbance, let, or 
moleſtation whatever, and uſe their own eſtates 
and trades as they ſhall judge beſt. 

Jo a ao And tho? this will be ever detrimental to ſome 
«ld inha- old inhabitants, who would have all the profit, 
e e and bereave others of it, and under one pretext or 
mental, Other exclude them from their trade; and there. 
fore will alledge, that a citizen ought to have more 
privilege than a ftranger ; yet all inhabitants 

who have here a certain place of abode, or deſire 

to have it as they are then no ſtrangers, bur in- 
habitants, ſo ought they to be permitted, as well 

as the burghers, to earn their neceſſary food, ſceing 

they are in greater want than their oppoſers. And 
it is notorious, that all people, who to the preju- 

dice of the common good would exclude others, 

that are likewiſe inhabitants of this land, from the 
common means of ſubſiſtence, or out of the te- 
pective cities, and for that end would have ſome 
{peculiar favour from the rulers beyond the reſt, 

are very pernicious and miſchievous inhabitants: it 

is alſo certain, that a ſtate which cannot ſubſiſt of 

itſelf, ought not to deny that ſtrangers ſhould live 
amongſt them with equal freedom with themſelves, 

under pretence of privilege and right of cities; 

nor ſhould they exclude any ſtrangers, but endea- 
vour continually to allure in new inhabftants ; elſe | 

ſuch a ſtate will fall to ruin. For the great dan- 
gers of carrying on new deſigns, of being robb'd 
at ſea, of ſelling their goods by factors to unknown 
| * people, 
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people, on twelve months credit, and at the ſame 
time running the hazard of all revolutions by wars 
and monarchical governments againſt this ſtate, 
and of loſſes among one another, are ſo important 
(yet all to be expected) that many inhabitants con- 
cerned in the fiſheries, traffick, manufactury, and 
conſequently in ſhips ſet out to freight, will give 
over their trade, and depart the country when they 
have been ſo fortunate as to have gained any con- 
ſiderable eſtate, to ſeek a ſecurer way of living 
elſewhere. On the other hand, we are to conſider, 
that there will ever be many bankrupts and forſaken 
trades, both by reaſon of the dangers of foreign 
trade, and intolerable domeſtick taxes, which can- 
not be denied by any that knows that in Amfter- 
dam alone there are yearly about three hundred 
abandoned or inſufficient eſtates regiſtred in the 
chamber of accompts of that city; and therefore 
there are continually many inhabitants, who find- 
ing the gain uncertain, and the charge great, are 
apt to relinquiſh it. So that it 1s ever neceſſary 
that we leave all ways open for people to ſubſiſt 
by, and a full liberty, as aforeſaid, to allure fo- 
reigners to dwell among us. Moreover, tho? 1t 
be not convenient in general for ſtrangers (i. e. 
ſuch who, tho? they dwell in Holland, and have 


very neceſſary, 1n order to fix them here, that w 
do not exclude then by laws. 
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ves) to partake of the government, yet 1s s — _ 


— — 


— _ 
_— 


— . —_—_——_ > —_—_ - 
on - , . 
. —— I ————en— 


— . —— — 


1 
| 
7 


* Monopolies and Guilds Partl. 


HAF. XVI. 


That monopolizing companies and guilds, ex. 
cluding all other perſons from their ſocieties, 
are very prejudicial to Holland. 


B UCH leſs ought we to curb or reſtrain our 
ow burt- = 

ful ſele# citizens and natives, any more than ſtran- 

companies gers, from their natural liberty of ſeeking their 

and guild livelihoods in their native country, by ſelect and 

8 authoriz'd companies and guilds: for when we con- 

ſider, that all the trade of our common inhabitants 

is circumſcribed or bounded well nigh within Eu- 

rope, and that in very many parts of the ſame, as 

France, England, Sweden, &c. our greateſt trade 

and navigation thither 1s crampt by the high duties, 

or by patent companies, like thoſe of our Indian 

ſocieties ; as alſo how ſmall a part of the world Eu- 

rope is, and how many merchants dwell in Holland, 

and muſt dwell there to ſupport it ; we ſhall have 

no reaſon to wonder, if all the beneficial traffick in 

theſe ſmall adjacent countries be either worn out, or 

in a ſhort time be glutted with an over- trade. But 

- we may much rather wonder, why the greateſt 

part of the world ſhould ſeem unfit for our com- 

Toalltheſe mon inhabitants to trade in, and that they ſhould 

means of continue to be debarred from it, to the end that 

ſubjiſtence, ſome few perſons only may have the ſole benefit of 

—y it. It is certainly known that this country cannot 

them and proſper, but by means of thoſe that are molt in- 

len their duſtrious and ingenious, and that ſuch patents ot 

number. grants da not produce the ableſt merchants. But 

on the other hand, becauſe the grantees, whether 

by burgherſhip, ſclect companies, or guilds, think 

they need not fear that others, who are much more 

ingenious and induſtrious than themſelves, and are 

not of the burgherſhip, companies and gale 

| leſſen 
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leſſen their profits; therefore the certain gains they 

reap make them dull, flow, unactive, and leſs in- 

quiſitive. Whereas on the other ſide, we ſay that 

neceſſity makes the old wife trot, hunger makes 

raw beans ſweet, and poverty begets ingenuity. 

And beſides, it is well known, now eſpecially when bs out of 


Holland is fo heavily taxed, that other leſs burdened “i abun + 


people, who have no fiſheries, manufactures, traf- a 
fick and freight ſhips, cannot long ſubſiſt but by , ver 
their induſtry, ſubtilty, courage, and frugality. and /foth-. 
In a word, theſe patent companies and guilds do. 
certainly exclude many uſeful inhabitants from that 

trade and traffick. But thoſe that poſſels thoſe pri- 

vileges with ſufficient knowledge and fitneſs, need 

not fear that others that are more induſtrious and 
ingenious than themſelves, ſhall prevent them of 

their profit by the exerciſe of the like abilities and 

parts; neither can it be ſo fully carried on and im- 3, %, 
proved for the common benefit of the country, by ;,4.4;- 

a ſmall number of people, as by many: ſo that in tant of + 
the mean time other people that we cannot exclude Ver coun- 
from that traffick or manufacture by means of our 3 
grants and guilds, have a great opportunity of ,,7 /orer 
profitably improving that which ſo fooliſhly, and draw our 
with ſo much churliſhneſs is prohibited to our com- 22»; 9 
mon inhabitants. Whereas otherwiſe, the provi. force 
dent and induſtrious Hollanders would eaſily draw loss. 

to them all foreign trade, and the making of incre- 
dibly more manufactures than we now work on. Z 
That which is objected againſt this is, that the Hol- he, if 
landers are a people of ſuch a nature, that if the 4% cour- 
trade were open into Aa, Africa, and America, tries have 


they would overſtock all thoſe countries with goods, eden 
of an open 


and ſo deſtroy that trade tothe prejudice of Holland; de, i 


which is ſo far from the truth, and all appearance would di- 
thereof, that it is hardly worth anſwering. For mini our 
brit, ſo great and mighty a trade by che Hollanders, cl in 
in thoſe vaſt and trafficking countries, would be i de- 


the firay it. 
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the greateſt bleſſing to them that could be wiſhed 

for upon earth; would to God any of us could ever 

ſee Holland ſo happy. And next it cannot be 

denied, that even in this ſmall Europe, the over. 
ſtocking of countries with goods may indeed leſſen 

the gains of ſome particular merchants; but yet 

after ſuch a manner that the ſaid overſtocking with 

And the the ſaid goods really is, and can be no other than an 
impeſſibi- effect or fruit of a preſent overgrown trade of this 


bir * country, in proportion to the ſmallneſs of thoſe 


| manifeſt. countries with which we are permitted to traffick, 


And thirdly, it is evident, that the Hollander, 
by ſuch overſtocking have never yet loſt any 
trade in any country or place of Europe, nor can 
they loſe it ſo long as that trade remains open, 
becauſe that ſuperfluity of goods tranſported is ſoon 
ſpent, and that ſame trade is by the ſame or ſome 
other of our merchants immediately reaſſumed and 
taken up, ſo ſoon as by a following ſcarcity in thoſe 
countries there is any appearance of making more 
profit by thoſe, or other commodities, 

But ſuppoſing it to be true, that the Dutch mer- 
chants by overſtocking thoſe trading countries 
ſhould run a riſque of loſing that trade in ſome 
parts; yet conſidering the ſmallneſs of thoſe lands, 
it would then be doubly neceſſary to prevent the 
ſame by ſetting open the trade to Aſa, Africa and 

As al” America, for all the merchants of Holland. But 
eat tra- on the other ſide, it is certain that the licenſed mo 
1 nopolizing companies, by the unfaithfulneſs, neg- 
charter ligence, and chargeableneſs of their ſervants, and 
have ever by their vaſt, and conſequently unmanageable de- 
. ſigns, who are not willing to drive any trade longer 
— 2 than it yields exceſſive profit, muſt needs gain 
tim, and conſiderably in all their trade, or otherwiſe relin- 
eftentimes quiſh and forſake all countries that yield it not, 
— Pn which nevertheleſs would by our common inhabitants 
ä very plentifully carried on. 
| n 
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In this reſpect it is worthy obſervation, that the 
authorized Greenland company made heretofore 
little profit by their fiſhing, becauſe of the great 
charge of ſetting out their ſhips, and that the train- ,, 
oil, blubber and whale-fins were not well made, — 
handled, or cured; and being brought hither and e the 
put into warehouſes, were not ſold ſoon enough, Greenland 


ay : company's 
nor to the company's beſt advantage. Whereas . 


now that every one equips their veſſels at the - 


cheapeſt rate, follow their fiſhing diligently, and 
manage all carefully, the blubber, train,oil, and 
whale-fins are imployed for fo many uſes in ſeveral 
countries, that they can fell them with that conve- 
niency, that tho? there are now fifteen ſhips for one 
which formerly failed out of Holland on that ac- 
count, and conſequently each of them could not 
take ſo many whales as heretofore ; and notwith- 
ſtanding the new prohibition of France, and other 
countries, to import thoſe commodities 3 and tho? 
there is greater plenty of it imported by our fiſhers, 
yet thoſe commodities are ſo much raiſed in the va- 
lue above what they were whilſt there was a com- 
pany, that the common inhabitants do exerciſe that 
fiſhery with profit to the much greater benefic of 
our country, than when it was (under the manage- 
ment of a company) carried on but by a few. It 
is beſides very conſiderable, that for the moſt part 
all trades and manufactures managed by guilds in 
Holland, do ſell all their goods within this country 
to other inhabitants who live immediately by the 
liſneries, manufacturies, freight ſhips, and traffick : 
ſo that no members of thoſe guilds, under what pre- 
text ſoe ver, can be countenanced or - indulged in 
their monopoly, or charter, but by the excluding 
of all other inhabitants, and conſequently to the 
hindrance of their country's proſperity. For how 
much ſoever thoſe members ſell their pains or com- 
modities dearer than if that trade or occupation 

Was 
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was open or free, all the other better inhabitants 
that gain their ſubſiſtante immediately, or by 
conſequence by a foreign conſumption, muſt bear 
that loſs. And indeed our fiſhermen, dealers in 
manufactures, owners of freight-ſhips, and traders, 
being ſo burdened with all manner of impoſts, to 
oppreſs them yet more in their neceſſity by theſe 
monopolies of guilds, and yet to believe that it 
redounds to the good of the land, becauſe it tends 
to the benefit of ſuch companies, is to me incom- 
prehenſible. Theſe guilds are ſaid indeed to be a 
uſeful ſort of people; but next to thoſe we call idle 
drones, they are the moſt unprofitable inhabitants 
of the country, becauſe they bring in no profit from 
foreign lands for the welfare of the inhabitants of 
Holland. Eſop hath well illuſtrated this folly by a 
cat, who firſt lick'd off the oil from an oiled file, 
and continued licking, not obſerving that ſhe had 
by little and little lick*d her tongue thorough which 
was given her to ſuſtain her life, and carry nouriſh- 
ment into her body, nor that ſhe fed not on a file 
which did not conſume, but on her own blood 
before her tongue was totally conſumed. 

On the contrary, I can ſee no good, nor ap- 
pearance of good, which the guilds in Holland do 
produce, but only that foreign maſters and journey- 
men artificers, having made their works abroad, 
and endeavouring to fell them to our inhabitants, 
thereby to carry the profit out of our country into 
their own, are herein check*d and oppoſed by our 
maſters of guilds or corporations. Burt beſides that 
this is more to the prejudice than advantage of the 
country, ſince by conſequence our fiſhers, manufac- 
turers, traders, and owners of ſhips let to freight, 
are thereby bereft of the freedom of buying their 
neceſſaries at the cheapeſt rate they can; it is alſo 
evident, that this feeding of foreigners upon the 
Hollander would be more ſtrenuouſly and profitably 


oppokd 
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oppoſed and prevented, in caſe all handicraft work 
and occupations were permitted to be made, ſold 
and practiſed by all, and no other people, except 
ſuch as have their ſettled habitations in this country. 


CH AP. XVIL 


That fiſhers, dealers in manufattures, mer 
chants, and owners of freight-ſhips as ſuch, 
ought not at all to be charged by paying any 
impoſition to the country, under what pretext 
ſeever. 


1 

F it be granted that the forementioned means 

of ſubſiſtence, namely, fiſhing; manufactury, 
traffick, and freight-ſhips, are ſo neceſſary in, and 
for Holland, as hath been above demonſtrated; 
and if the Hollanders, who have no native commo- 
dities, muſt yet hold markets' equally with other 
nations, who may deal in their own wares, or ma- 
nufactures made of their own materials; then it 
follows, that our rulers ought not, under any pre- 
- tence whatſoever, to charge or tax their own inha- 
0 bitants, fiſhers, dealers in manufactures, owners of 
freight-ſhips, or merchants as ſuch. And ] ſuppoſe 
l, every one will eaſily grant me this concluſion in the 
$, general, becauſ- of its own perſpecuity : for indeed, 
0 how fully and fixedly ſoever fiſhing, manufactury, 


ee , ww ve WU 
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ur navigation, and commerce ſeem to have ſettled 
at themſelves in Holland ; yet it is evident, that one 
he ſtirer of profit or loſs, more or leſs, makes a 
c- commodity which is in £quilibrio, and that happens 
It, very often (namely when it is hardly diſcerned 


eit whether the profit be ſufficient to continue the Zpeciall 
ſo making of that commodity) wholly to preponderate, 2, traf- 
he or be at a ſtand; even as a pair of ſcales wherein Hol- 
ly ten thouſand pounds or If is weighed, being 

cd F | ballanced, 
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ballanced, one of them is as eaſily weighed down 
with a pound weight, as if there were but a hundred 
pounds in each ſcale. And by conſequence it is 
evident, that our own fiſheries, and manufactures, 
with their dependencies, as. alſo the traffick in 
thoſe wares, whether imported or exported, ought 
not at all to pay for tonnage, convoy, or other 
duties, nor any thing, when brought to the ſcale, 
unleis they are fold. F know that all ſuch impoſitions, - 
through the ignorance of thoſe that are unacquainted 
with trade, are counted very light and inſignificant; 
but thoſe that are more intelligent and concerned 
therein, do know * that you may pull a large 
towl bare, by plucking, away ſingle feathers, eſpe- 
cially in Holland, where with light gains we muſt 
Hluſtrated Make a heavy purſe. The antients have compared 
by fable. theſe inconſiderate people to mice, whe being to 
live on the fruit of an orchard, found that the roots 
of the trees rekſh'd well, and were of good nouriſh- 
ment, ſo that they made bold to eat of them; 
whereby the trees, for want of ſufficient root, being, 
depriv'd of their uſual nouriſhment, bore leſs fruit: 
and the wiſeſt of them told the others the reaſon of 
it, but were not believed by the fooliſh: and greedy 
mice that continued gnawing and devouring of the 
root. And when in the following year, beſides 
this unfruitfulneſs, thoſe trees that had loſt many 
of their roots and fibres, were either blown down 
by the ſtorms, or kill'd by the froſt; the wiſe mice 
did thereupon once again warn their imprudent | 
brethren againſt it, who anſwered, that it was no! Bll 
their undermining and eating the roots, but the il « 
fierce ſtorms and ſharp winter that was the cauſe oc WW : 
it. So that they continued feeding on the roots, Bl ! 
till the trees were ſo diminiſhed, that both - | 
: Wlle in 


* Gutta cavat lapidem non vi, ſed ſæpè cadendo: * n 
Adde parum parvo, tandem fit magnus acervus. 
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- wiſe and fooliſh mice muſt either die of hunger, or 
ſeek a better habitation. | 
Beſides this, antient hiſtory teacheth us, that 
Antigonus king of Macedonia being imprudently 
covetous, was not content with the health of his 
ſubjects, and the profit which he and they receiv d 
from the impoſts paid by ſtrangers, who came to 
drink his mineral waters, but he would needs tax 
the very fountain it ſelf, by laying a duty upon 
every meaſure of water: which was ſo unacceptable 
to God and nature, that the fountain dried up, 
infomuch that he thereby loſt not only the health 
of his ſubjects, but the impoſt on the conſumption; 
and for this ſuper-impoſt on the well, he was curſed 
| and derided by his ſubjects and ſtrangers, 
And indeed if we conſider, that all duties levied Bm the 
on conſumption muſt at the long run be born by 
; the fiſhermen, manufacturers, traffickers and owners 1 nu” 
of ſhips, who for the moſt part employ all the zrafict, is 
; people here directly or indirectly, we muſt acknow- 4raws 
, ledge, that they alone are above meaſure burdened _ 


thereby, and diſcouraged by impoſts aboveall others; f 5. 


f which.will evidently appear, if you conſider it in cher inba- 
x WH i example or two, and inquire how much wages #itaze: pay 
© MW ihcre paid for building and ſetting to ſea a ſhip of e de n. 
$ 200 laſts, or rather how many carpenters, ſmiths, ** 
y rope-makets, ſail- makers, c. mult be employed 4: che 
n about ſuch a veſſel, and how much in the mean u 
vile they muſt altogether pay to the ſtate, whether“ i, . 
nt tor impoſts, or for poundage of houſe-hire. For I 
ot Wl <oubt not but it will charge a ſhip with ſome hun- 
ne oi cies of guilders more than if we had no impoſts, 
of: WW and conſequently it mult be fold ſo much the dearer. 
b5, And if moreover we conſider, that the owners who 
he ber to fea ſuch a ſhip ta ſeek a freight, mult after- 
ie vards victual her with our proviſion and drink for 

the ſeamen, upon which our impoſts charge very 

much, you will the eaſier diſcern it. And this 

F 2 would 
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Ard dra. would likewiſe appear manifeſtly, if we conſider, 
len do ma that the price of weaving half a piece of ordinary 
. home-made broad cloth, amounts to ſeventy guil. 
ders, and that this money is preſently ſpent, (for 
ſuch workmen, tho? they can, will not lay up any 
thing) then we ſhould ſee, that of this 70, more than 
twenty guilders is paid for impoſts, and poundage 
upon houſe-hire ; for a half piece of cloth requires 
the labour of twenty-eight people for fourteen days, 
or at leaſt ſo many may thereby be fed by the heads 
of families (reckoning five to a family) and then 
we ſee that a half piece of cloth is thereby charged 

with twenty guilders. | 
And tho* the fiſheries and traffick are not 
oppreſt near ſo much with ſuch impoſts, yet it 
a certainly is, and continues an intolerable error, 
and thwarts the welfare of the whole ſtate, to bur. 
den any dealers in manufactures, fiſhers, or mer- 
chants, as ſuch; for we do not take care for the 
proſperity of the country, unleſs by all ways and 
means we lighten their burdens, and remove what 

makes them uneaſy. 


CH AP. XVIII. 


' That freedom of religion is againſt all reaſn 
obſtructed in Holland. 


Aving hitherto ſpoken of four confiderable 

H ways of preſerving the proſperity of Holland, 

I think it not fit to go over any more tending to 
the ſame end, *till I firſt briefly hint how Hollans 
hath governed itſelf as tothe ſaid expedients. And 
Tak Sy firſt as to freedom of religion, it is certain that hav- Will * 
[cbs E ing till this time been greater in Holland than any Wi | 
merly more Where elſe, it hath brought in many inhabitants, Wi ' 
obfirazed. and driven out but few; yet it is alfo certain, that BY | 
ſince the year 1618. we have begun to depart from Wl / 


— that laudable maxim more and more. Fir 
N 
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Firſt with the Remonſtrants, perſecuting them Namely by 
by placaets, fines, and baniſhments, and driving — 
them into other lands: afterwards with the Romaniſts, > 1 N 
by diſturbing them more and more in their aſſem - frants and 
blies with ſevere placaets, and more rigorous exe- Roman 
cution, notwithſtanding that by the proſperity of catholicks. 
our own government, the great increaſe of the pro- 

teſtants, the peace, and the king of Spain's renun- 

ciation of any pretence, right, or title for himſelf, 

or his heirs after him, to theſe United Provinces ; 

the moving reaſons of our firſt placaets againſt the aue the 
Romanifts, ſeemed to have been taken away. So 29% 
that now, in order to enjoy their liberty, they mg 
muſt pay a heavy tax annually, to the profit of p/.cacrs 
the bailiffs and ſchouts, which ſeems to be impoſed now wholly 
for them, and for no other cauſe ; for the govern- he. 
ment reaps no benefit by it. This is no leſs unrea- 
ſonable, than detrimental to the land: for if we 
cannot ſpare the benefit which accrues to us by 
their abode and traffick, why ſhould we prohibit 

that which is not hurtful to the ſtate, and whereof 

the Romiſh inhabitants make ſo great account, and 
without which they cannot dwell amongſt us? If 

we permit none but ſmall aſſemblies in cities, 

in the houſes of known citizens, with ſuch 
prieſts as are beſt approved of by the rulers, that 
nconyenience would have an end, and peace and 
triendſhip increaſe more and more among the good 
inhabitants, yea and the true religion too. And 
moreover, our ſtate would avoid that vexation 
which now by diſturbing thoſe prohibited meet- 

ings may happen: and on the contrary, the ſtate 
could incur no danger by thoſe well known aſſem- 

blies, where every one might have free aceeſs, and 

no matter of ſecrecy could be conſulted of, but the 
publick ſafety would- every way be better ſecured. 

but what ſhall we ſay? not only the politicians, but 

#lo the clergy are men; and commonly the ſweet 
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70 Of Cumpulſion in traffick. Part I. 
temper of ſuch as have ſuffer*d under perſecution is 
changed into force and violente, ſo ſoon as they 
become maſters of others: then they forget the 
evangelical leſſon, and the law of nature 70 do no. 
thing to others but what they would have done to 
themſelves; and on the contrary, they remember 
and practiſe that old tyrannical and accurſed maxim, 
As be hath done to mt, ſo will I do to him; and be 
that hath the power, let bim uſe it. And to ſpeak 
all in a word, what the pſalmiſt ſays, I/ is good for 
me that I have been afflicted, that I might learn thy 
ftatutes, is not truer in adverſity, than in proſpe- 
Plal. 73. rity. They are not in trouble, neither are they 
6. - plagued like other men; therefore pride compaſſeh 
them about as a chain, and violence covereth them as 
à garment. 
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r. 
That the freedom of fiſhery and traffick in 


Holland, 7s Ikewiſe in ſome meaſure un- 
Juſtly reſtrain'd. 


IHE freedom of fiſhery and traffick, is 
greater in this country than elſewhere, and 
yet heretofore there were many placaets publiſhed 
concerning the herring, and other fiſheries, which 
tend altogether to the benefit of - foreign fiſhers, 
who are not bound to obey them. We formerly 
manag'd the whale-fiſhing by a monopolizing , 
company, exclufive of all others; and how mil- WW 
chievous that proved to Holland, appears non, 
that that fiſhing is open to all men, whereby it 1s 
advanced from one to ten, yea to fifteen, as was 
before ſhewn more at large. But erecting an £9), 
and a Meſt-India company, was a quite different 
thing; for it appeared to be a neceſſary evil, be- 


cauſe our people would be trading in and 1. 
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Chap. 19. Of Compulſin in Taſct. 57 


ſuch countries where our enemies were too 
for particular adventures: ſo that this ſeemed to Sometimes 
have been neceſſary in all reſpects, to lay the foun- a 
dation of that trade by a powerful arm'd ſociety. % 
And ſeeing this country, engaged in war againſt /ertle a 
the king of Spain, had need of uſing all its ſtrength, 4 

it was very prudently done to erect thoſe two bei. 

cties. But that trade being now ſo well ſettled, 

we may juſtly make it a doubt, whether the faid 
companies ought any longer to continue on the 
{ame foot. Some wiſe ſtateſmen do with probable 
reaſons maintain, that the politic rule of preſer- 

ving a thing beſt, by the ſame means whereby it 

was acquired, cannot agree with theſe companies: 

for it is certain, that the firſt moving reaſon of 

thoſe grants to them, which was the war with the 

king of Spain, now ceaſeth, and that in caſe of 

any new war againſt that people they would no 

longer be formidable to us, but we to them. And , 

„ fecondly, as it is well known that it was neceſfary pas by 
at firſt to make ſome conqueſts upon the ſpice he Eaft- 
iſlands of the ſaid enemy, becauſe the more lands India 
they conquered, the more right and ability they C. 
would acquire to the trade which might happen in Bur tbar 


* thoſe parts: ſo it cannot be denied, that when crade 
d thoſe good and neceſſary conqueſts are made, the _ 2 


h grounds and maxims of the proſperity of the faid ,,,.., 
companies begin to juſtle and oppugn the | wha by a ſele& 


th good of this country, which is manifeſtly known company, 
1} | iq : . | runs coun- 
4 to cerffilt in a continual increaſe of our manu- CE 
. WI ctures, traffick and freight ſhips: whereas never- general 


"theleſs the true intereſt of ſuch companies, conſiſts go. 
in ſeeking the benefit of all the members, even 
wich foreign, as well as our own manufactures, 
and (to the great prejudice of all other our inhabi- 
tants) by importing manufactures and other mecha- 
uick works into this country, and vending them 

| F 4 throughout 
Nes facile iiſdem artibus retinentur quibus initio partæ ſunt, 


72 Of Compulſion in Traffic. Part]. 
throughout Europe; and in ſhort, by making the 
greateſt profit with the leaſt traffick and naviga. 
tion. As it is acknowledged, that if the Eaf. 

India company can gain more by importing Japan 
garments, Indian quilts and carpets, &c, than 
raw filk ; or if the company, by cauſing a ſear- 
city of nutmegs, mace, cloves, cinamon, e. 
could ſo raiſe the price of them, that they might 
gain as much by one hundred laſts as by a thou- 
ſand: we ought not then to expect that thoſe raw 
ſilks, and unneceſſary and great difburſments 
which they are at, ſhould cauſe a greater trade 
and navigation than thoſe hundred laſts would juſt 
require, but that they would rather, to ſhun 
greater traffick and navigation, deſtroy all the 
ſuperfluity they have in the Indies. 
And it can be as little denied of ſuch companies, 
that the more lands they conquer, the more of their 
ſtock they muſt neceſſarily den e the preſerva · 
tion and defence of ſuch lands; and the mote 
dominion they have, the leſs are they able to 
mind and augment their traffick : whereas on the 
contrary, our particular inhabitants by thoſe ma. 
nifold conquered ſtrong holds and lands, would 

have ſo much the more conveniency and ſecurity 

to trade in the Indies. 'We have now, to ſay no 

more, quite loſt our open trade of Guiney, and 

that of ſalt in the Wieſt- Indies, which were hereto- 

fore ſo conſiderable by the erefting of the Vf. 

India company; and the miſchief which was 

done to the king of Sain in the Weſt- Indies, is re- 

So that coil'd back, and fallen upon us: fo that we cannot 
that mono cry up that company, who have bound the hands 
poly ought of particular men, and made war inſtead of trat- 
_ fick, unleſs at leaſt they would in the mean time 
alen ſuffer all our inhabitants freely to trade in all their 
away. conqueſts. On the. contrary, that company hath 
impoveriſh'd many of our good inhabitants 


SS 
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Whereas by an open trade, and conſequently well 

ſettled colonies, we ſhould not only, with ſmall xj; de 
charge have eaſily defended thoſevaſt lands of Brazil, wholh be 
Guiney, Angola, St. Thomas, &c, againſt all foreign t trade, 
power, but (which is more conſiderable) have t. 
hd able to carry on a very great trade with our — | 
own nation, without fear that any foreign potentate by mer- 
ſhould ſeize our ſhips, goods or debts, to which thoſe chants are 
Hollanders that trade only in Europe are continu- 7% ©! dle 
ally expoſed. And how profitable and ſecure that m__ 
trade would have been, may eaſily be apprehended, againf al! 
if it be well conſider'd, that the faid lands yield enemies. _ 
the beſt ſort of commodities that are in requeſt 

over all Europe, and are not to be had fo good 
elſewhere, viz. ſugar, brazil-wood, elephants- 

teeth, gold, Fc. and that which thoſe inhabitants 

have need of in return, Holland could for the moſt 

part have ſupplied them with, as victuals, drink 

and apparel, yea even with moſt materials for 

building of houſes, ſhips, Fc. whereas now we 

are deprived of all theſe advantages. This is the 

ordinary fruit and puniſhment of monppolies and 
conqueſts, which for want of colonies they muſt 

keep up at a continual great charge. May our 

Eaſt- India company conſider this effectyally, before 


it be too late. 


CHAP. XX. b 


That mauufactures, and other mechanick 
Works, are no leſs imprudentiy reſtrained. 


Y the freedom allow'd men to gain a liveli- ,;, this 

hood by ſuch things as are liable to conſump- n Ana- 
tion, or by handicrafts, it's certain that we have nu/aures 
kept an infinite number of people in the country, . nere a 
and have beſides drawn in many foreigners to it: 2. 4 


for in moſt cities of Holland there has been ſufficient” 


liberry 
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liberty given. But afterwards people withdrew 


from many cities, through the miſchievous natyre 
of ſome men, who rather chuſe a ſudden profit, 
tho? to the general damage of their native country, 
than that which comes in by degrees with conti- 
nued gain to the republick : for private or peculiar 
profit is the chief foundation (tho? it always 
under the notion of a general advantage) of all 
thoſe reſtrictions and burdens impoſed on the citi- 
zens by corporations or guilds, which ſerve to no 
other end but to keep good people out of their 
Cities, and in the mean while to give the members 
of ſuch corporations a laſting opportunity of being 
enrich'd by their fellow inhabitants, and of ſelling 
their goods and manufactures the dearer to their 
neighbours, and ſo of levying as it were an im- 
oft upon them. | 
At leaſt it cannot be denied, but that halls rela- 
ting to manufactures, or any other ſort of handi- 
craft ware, with overſeers or inſpectors appointed 
by common conſent ; or the chief men of the 
uilds to circumſcribe or limit the fame 3 or by 
publick acts of ſtate to appoint how thoſe wares 
muſt be made which we fell into foreign lands, are 
as ridiculous as prejudicial. For it ſuppoſeth two 
very impertinent things: firſt, that the foreign 


buyers muſt needs purchaſe of us ſuch manufactures 


and mechanick works as we fhall pleaſe to make, 
be th&y what they will: and, ſecondly, that in 
other countries they muſt not make thoſe ſorts of 
manufactures, and handicraft war which we pro- 
hibit. Whereas on the contrary it may be faid, 
that the makers of them have hit the right mark, 
When they can beſt pleaſe the buyer, and the buyer 
can gain moſt by them. And it is certain that 


all our manufactures and other mechanick works, 


may be made and ſpent not only in the country 


villages and towns of Holland, but alſo in ver 
SY mary 
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it would have been much better for Holland 


Chap. 21. Great Impoſts, &c. 5 

many neighbouring tries; and that they may 

be there made with far leſs impoſts on the con- a, 
ſumption than with us: by, which it appears that 

never to have laid on thoſe- reſtriftions and 
Prohibitions. 


C HAP. XXI. 


That the heavy and manifold impoſts will at 
laſt deſtroy the proſperity of this country. 


S to impoſts upon imported or exported Taxes on 
goods, and taxes upon conſumption, and _— 
real or immoveable eſtates z I ſuppoſe former 7,3. 
ages levied none ſuch in time of peace, For when i» Hol- 
the earls of Holland ſuppoſed they ſhould have land . 
occaſion for an extraordinary ſupply in time of ]- 
war over and above their. revenues, they came i 
perſon, and according to their privilege deſired it 
of the aſſembly of ſtates ; who ſometimes granted ir 
for a ſhort time, and ſometimes refuſed ir, and 
were ever very cautious of granting any ſlanding 
ſupply of maney, as knowing their liberty could 
not ſubſiſt but under ſuch an earl as had neither 
forces nor money beforehand. And our hiſtorians 
count 1t a great offence in gur earls, that they en- 
deavoured to make theſe lands tributary : for 
which reaſon the emperor Charles the fifth deſiring 
a ſtiver to be impoſed upon each acre or morgen 
of land, could not obtain it; and his fon Philip, 
not without great trouble, got an impoſt for nine 
years to help to defray the charge of the war againſt 
France, but on this condition, that all ſums fo 
levied, ſhould be regeived and diſpoſed by ſuch 
as the ſtate impowered to do it. And on the ſame 
ground the ſtates of Flanders and Brabant have 
to this day preſerved their liberty of granting the | 
king ſuch requeſts, or (as it moſt commonly hap- | | 


Pens) 


Great Inpoſts and Taxes, Part]. 


pens) of denying them. It makes nothing againſt 
what I have now ſaid, that the earls of Holland 
have heretofore received cuſtoms upon goods im. 
ported and exported, ſeeing according to their 
Privilege the citizens of the trading cities of Hy. 
land, viz. Dort, Haerlem, Delf, Leyden, Amfter- 
dam, &c. are cuſtom-free ; ſo that ſuch duties do 
only concern ſtrangers, and even for them they 
are very eaſy. But in the time of the ſtadt. 
holders government in the United Provinces, ſays 
Grotius, By * endeavouring not to give the 
* duke of Alva the tenth penny, we afterwards 
gave all”, After which being in baniſhment, he 
wrote to his friends here in this manner: We + 
«« bore all manner of taxes and impoſts, without 
& preſerving the leaſt ſhadow of our common 
freedom.“ For the ſame taxes are by the long 
To be able continuance of the wars now ſcrew'd up ſo high, 
1 continue that the like was never ſeen in any republick, much 
ug, ad leſs in a trafficking country: ſo that it will be the 
% thr: greateſt wonder in nature for us to ſuſtain thoſe 
intolerable burdens long, and, driving no trade 
with our own native commodittes, to be able to 
traffick as other nations do. Nevertheleſs I wil- 
lingly acknowledge, that if we muſt needs raiſe no 
leſs than fifteen millions of guilders yearly in this 
country, we have hit upon the moſt convenient 
courſe for it, viz. to charge the oldeſt inhabitants 
moſt, as being moſt fixed to the country by the 
advantage of the government, and their immove- 
able eſtates: for land is moſt liable to pay poun- 
dage, the 4oth penny #upon fale, and the 2cti 
penny of inheritances, by thoſe of the collateral 
aſcending line, as alſo the tax of the 200th penny 
molt ſtrictly levied. But thoſe manifold, yea in- 
numerable impoſts upon conſumption, concern 
merchandize 
Omnia dabant, ne decimam darent. Grot. Hift. 
_ + Omnia datis, & ne quidem liberatis umbram retinetis. 
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merchandize and manufacture only ſo far as thoſe 
who are maintain'd by them are men, and muſt 
lire by them. Beſides it is well known, not only 
that in conſumptions there may be great variety, 
but alſo that people do manifeſtly ſpend moſt of 
their income upon pomp and ornament, ſuperfluity, 
1 and recreation. So that fiſher- 
men, manũfacturers, ſeamen and watermen, who 
are moſtly poor, pay but little to this tax; whereas 
the richer inhabitants pay very much: and it can- 
not be denied but that they ſeem voluntarily to pay 
thoſe impoſts on conſumprions. 

But in real burdens and taxations, the favour 
and hatred of the firſt aſſeſſors has not only 
influence, but thoſe that are oppreſsd by them, 
cannot free themſelves from them by prudential \, * 
forethought and frugality. Moreover it is appar 
that he who increaſes his eſtate by induſtrious and Jage and 
frugal living, is moſt burdened : and he that by e cg 
lazineſs and prodigality diminiſheth his eſtate will be? 
leſstaxed, Sothat virtue is unjuſtly oppreſt, and vice 
favoured, Whereas on the contrary, the impoſts on 
conſumption fall heavy upon the riotous, and indulge 
and incourage the virtuous. But tho? in all events 
the forementioned ſums of money yearly demanded 
tor defence of the country, be raiſed after the eaſieſt 
way poſſible ; yet the immenſeneſs of the ſum will 
not ſuffer us to imagine that our people continuing 
to be thus burdened, ſhall always be able to ſell Yar tbe 
their merchandize at as low, or lower rates than bi- 
other foreigners, who are charged leſs, and work — 
up their own growth and manufactures ready for ,, 21. . 
the merchant. So that it is abſolutely neceſſary Ze eaſed. 
that our inhabitants be eaſed of ſuch burdens as ſon 
as poſſibly may be. 


we CHAP. 


Great Caution to be usd Pant, 


| The grounds and reaſons upon which the greateſt 
caution is to be us'd in laying the tax of con- 
Voy-money, or cuſtoms, 


Some ex- FI UT the impoſt on goods imported and ex- 
ported and ported, and that on ſhipping, is a quite dif- 
. ferent thing; for ſome may poſſibly be laid for the 
Hin, er benefit of the ſtate, ſome without prejudice to it, 
o/fbly he and ſome cannot be laid without great and certain 
charged to detriment to Holland. I ſhall therefore expreſs my 
7 ſentiments particularly upon this ſubject, and do 
und. Premiſe, that ſo long as our polity about ſea affai 
| is built upon the ſame foundation as it was in the 
year 1597, that prohibition of any ſhips or mer: 
| chandize whatever, whether 1mported or exported, 
; muſt always be of great concernment to Holland. 
Holland The like may be ſaid of laying any new or higher 
ought to be duty of tonnage, or convoy-money for clearing the 
very wary ſeas ;, ſeeing. we daily find that ſome provinces, 
2 8 admiralties, and cities, intending to tolerate the 
p , ang (ame among themſelves, do privately connive and 
raxin of ſuffer them to be ſmugg!'d, or brought in cuſtom- 
merchan- free, in order to gain that trade of navigation and 
aize or commerce to themſelves ; and yet will be ſure to 
Hihi. be the moſt zealous in cauſing ſuch prohibitions, and 
| the laying in of higher convoy-money and taxes for 
clearing the ſeas, to be ichpoſed by the ſtates- 
See the general. So that commonly the faireſt dealing 
grievances Provinces, admiralties and cities of the United Pro- 
of the ma. tyijnces, and the moſt upright merchants ſuffer by 
&frats of the faid placaets, while the moſt fraudulent and 
zee diſhoneſt merchants do generally ſo contrive matters, 
in the year as to get friends at court, by whoſe favour they 


_ find means to benefit themſelves to the prejudice of 
ovem®- honeſt men. | 
| | 
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Chap. 22 in levying Convey- money. © + 
In the firſt place it is worthy obſervation, that 
in this affair, nothing can be more. detrimental 
than to charge all ſhips, or goods coming in or 
going out with tonnage-duty, without diſtinction : * 
for tho? it be pretended to be taken of the ſhipping 
only, yet it 1s evident that all the goods they carry - © 
muſt pay for it. And to pay for clearing the ſeas, 
and thereby charging all goods, according to their 
value, with one per cent. or the like, is ſtill more 
ejudicial, To make this more evident, I ſhall 
inſiſt the longer upon it. Seeing Holland of it ſelf 
yields almoſt nothing, and the greateſt part of our 
taffick conſiſts in fiſheries, manufactures, mecha- 
nic works, and their dependencies, ſo that we 
muſt take thoſe fiſh, and fetch the unwrought ma- 
terials for manufactures, and all that is neceſſary 
thereunto from foreign parts; and likewiſe moſt of 
eur fiſh, and wroughtgoods mult afterwards be tranſ- La. 
ported to foreign parts. And feeing it is evident 29, . n 
that the fiſheries, manufactures, and other mechanick > i 
wares, may be practiſed and made in other coun- 17 3 
tries, it is an inexcuſable weakneſs to burden thoſe cau/e ie 
neceſſary means of livelihood, and all other mer- charges ali 
chandize without diſtinction, and thereby indanger 79 
the driving them into other nations where they — 
are leſs charged. How much this thwarts all good 
maxims of polity, I ſhall ſhew by an example or 
two, It was antiently very wiſely confidered, how A is in- 
much we were concerned in the manufactury — 
voollen- cloth, and therefore a half. inland made ART; 
cloth was charged with no more than 4 ſtivers for viz. of is- 
exportation z whereas if it had paid. 1 per Cent. for {and 
clearing the ſeas, it would have paid 30 ſtivers. _ 
9 that every one may perceive the diſparity, and 
into what danger we run by ſuch errors, of loſing 
this trade, and driving out of our country a very - 
great number of people, as waſhers of wool, pickers, 
ourers, carders, ſpinners, weavers, dreſſers, ful- 
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Great Caution to be ns d Parti. 
lers, dyers, nappers, preſſers, Fc. with the ma- 
kers of the inſtruments neceſſary to thoſe imploy. 
ments. And laſtly, it is the way to cauſe the trade 
of unwrought goods, thereunto ſubſervient, and 
made uſe of likewiſe in the manufactures, to with- 
draw very readily into other ay cg eſpecially 
if beſides all this, we do in the ſame impolitick 
manner tax the unwrought goods ſerving to the 
ſame end, which is againſt all good polity, and 
the great prudence of our anceſtors, who having 
well conſidered how much weaving concerns us, 
very wiſely ordered all wooll imported to be free; 
and all yarn woven here to pay but 15 ſtivers the 
I 00 /. and but one per Cent. to be paid for clearing 
the ſeas; the wool for an inland half-cloth ten 
ſtivers, and the yarn for a home-made camlet 45 
ſtivers the piece: which yet by the ordinary convoy 
or cuſtoms (counting 1 5 ſtivers for 100 pounds) 1s 
charged but with one half ſtiver the piece; at leaſt 
according to the firſt intent of the confederate ſtates, 
it ought to be charged with no more. So that it 
is an inexcuſable folly, and would be a very preju- 
dicial exaction to charge the importer with more 
than 15 ſtivers convoy-money for 100 pounds of 
Turkey-yarn brought into this country to be woven, 
And it is no leſs imprudent ſo greatly to burden 
raw ſilk imported, as if it were of no concern to 


us, which by winding, throwing, and weaving, 5 


ſo profitable to this country. From all which | 
ſuppoſe every one will eaſily perceive how prezudicual 


this great difference is. 


But in all events, whether for payment of convoy- 
money, direction, or tonnage- money, or for clearing 
the ſcas, it would be needful for the greater im. 
provement of the navigation of Holland, that all 
foreign imported goods ſhould be leſs charged than | 
thoſe that come in by land : whereas on tlie contrary 
we ſee daily that very many Levant, 17 


; 
ö 


, | 
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&c. fine wares are brought in by the land- carriage. 

And how much it concerns our inhabitants we may 7: 2 
navigation, 


eaſily imagine, when we conſider that the ſhips #5" 
built here, are ſet to ſea victual'd and mann'd, but nk 1 
the carriers and their waggons are foreign, and of charge/uch 
no concern to us: and beſides, our merchandize on goods as 


1 - come by 
board ſhips is always in our power, or at leaſt we 7 2 


may convoy and.detend them with our men of war Fs 
as they go and come, whereas - thole that go by 


land- carriage are in the lands and power of other 
princes, ſo that they may at all times make ſeizure 
of them. þ 9-4 | E 
2. All ſhips and wares, coming out of countries 4: a6 
where our inhabitants lade not at all, or at leaſt not /me „. 


without paying duties, ought in proportion to be * 


charged here with as much impoſt as our advanta- 


gious ſituation, and great conſumption can bear: 

And where ours pay more impoſt than is taken in 

the country where the foreign maſters of fhips d 

live, we ought likewiſe to take as much of them 

here as was taken of ours. And thus having the 

navigation to ourſelves, we may preterve the fame, 

as allo the paſſage on the rivers. WH f 
3. All wrought goods which we can make in 44 + 

this country, ſhould be charged when imported“ made 

with ſo much, and no more than the traffick may 

bear, Anq all foreign made goods ought to be 


charged with more than thoſe made at home, being 


ſold for /conſumption or wearing; and alſo the 

lame gopds in paſſing upon rivers into other 
countries, \qught to be charged again ſo much, 

as they may not be carried with leſs charge thro? 

other dominians to thoſe rivers. We are moreover Raw in- 
duly to obferve, that we ought not to charge any ges ted 
foreign goods that are to be tranſported again, edi ought 
whether manufactured or not, ſo as that our mer- 2 _ 
chants ſhould find it their advantage to paſs by our * 


havens, and chuſe rather to carry thoſe goods from 
G one 
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one foreign country to another, which might perhaps 
be effected, eſpecially in very coarſe goods, whoſe 
lading and unlading coſt more than ordinary. But 
the wares imported or exported by the rivers, we 
may charge much more, eſpecially all coarſe or 
Thoſe that bulky goods, which cannot be brought hither by 
come by or land: for the rivers we have under our command, 


 #pon 71ers And again, by charging the goods brought in by 


more. . ' 4 
rivers, our navigation and traffick is favoured ; and 


the cities that lie upward have for many years paſt 
bereft the Neiberlandiſb veſſels of their freight on 
thoſe rivers by their ſtaple duty. Of which great 
hardſhip we cannot complain with any reaſon, while 
any cities in Holland practiſe the like, 
Me ought 4. All imported rough goods, which our inha- 
to eaſe all bitants are to work up, ought not at all to be charged: 
but rough goods, as aforeſaid, exported, we ought 
goods, do charge ſo much as they can bear, 
whereof 5. Goods manufactured in this country, and 
our manu. exported, ought not at all to be charged. But on 
Jad Ty the contrary, we ſhould charge all foreign made 
are made. : | 
rand goods, either imported or ex ported, as much 2 
may be, without hazarding the loſs of that traffick. 
our own, 
and charge As for charging foreign goods, and manufactur d 
outlandiſh wares, ſhips, and maſters of ſhips, tho? it bea 
* matter of great weight, yet I know not of any thing 
8 . that hath been done in it, But the Engliſh, ann 
kara 1660, ſettled their rates of cuſtoms and convoy- 
theEngli money ſo well, according to theſe maxims, to fa- 
have much vour their inhabitants as much as they could, and 
better fil- to burden all foreign maſters of ſhips, and met- 
1 (ming chants; that if we continue charged in this countrylo 
their boo unreaſonably as at preſent, and there too, and the Ex- 
of rates of liſh on the other hand continue to be ſo favourably 
lornage uſed, both here and at home, they will bereave u df 
prooky „un. much of our trade, unleſs the merchants there unde! 
ow that government, be for other occaſions oppreſſed 


with many and heavy taxes, whereunto _ 
| under 


unaurought 
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under monarchs and princes, is always wont to be 
much expoſed. / 


CHAP. XXIII. 
That in levying Convoy- money, we in Holland 


deviate in many particulars from theſe max- 
ims, and in many things have obſerved them 
well, 


IRST it is well worthy obſervation, that the Firf, it 


inhabitants of Holland can trade in no countries 5 Seen 
but by carrying goods thither, which having ſold, , % 
and turned into money, they convert 1t into other Holland, 
goods which they find there, or failing that, return that they 
their money into Holland by exchange: but if ſuch _ pro- 
foreign lands have little or no occaſion for our goods, , —_ _ 
but afford rich commodities, then is it evident that and 
we cannot trade with them to any purpoſe, unleſs/ilver. 
we carry thither gold and ſilver in coin, or bullion. 
And ſince by conſequence every one knows that 
Norway, the Eaſt-Country, Smyrna, Perſia, India, 
China, &c, do afford us infinitely more merchan- 
dize than they take of us, we cannot trade with 


them but by gold and ſilver; and that moreover, 


theſe provinces, at leaſt that of Holland, cannot 


ſubſiſt without the ſaid traffick, Therefore we 
cannot enough wonder at the ignorance, or ill con- 
duct of the ſtates-general, who by many repeated 
placaets in the years 1606, 1610, 1611, 1612, 
1613, 1621, Sc. prohibited the exportation of 
coined or uncoined gold and ſilver. And tho? it 
may be ſaid, that the ſaid placaets being well known 
to be detrimental, had no long duration, yet it is 
certain that the ſcouts, and advocat fiſcal, did for 
a long time, nay and ſometimes ſtill make * 
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of them to moleſt and diſquiet our trading in- 
habitants. 
But the ws But as to what concerns the freedom and advan. 
charging of tages of ' fiſhery, and the Eaſtland trade, as alſo 
fiſheries, other unwrought goods imported, they are indif. 
and the f. a 3 
Eaſtern ferently well ordered, ſeeing they pay little or 
trade, is nothing of duty, either on import or export, except 
reaſonably that the herring - buſſes to ſecure themſelves againſt 
| e . lea-robbers, or pyrates, do yearly at their own 
charge, ſet out ſeven ſhips of war: which, for a 
See the fiſhery of ſo much importance to the country, is 
rates of the too heavy a burden, or at leaſt a very great charge, 
ro But foreign ſalt imported or exported, is not at all 
d. charged. Fiſh of our own taking, herring, wood, 
aſhes, pitch, tar, hemp, pay nothing inward, and 
But not the but very little outward. But corn, againſt all rea. 
corn trade. ſon, pays duty inward, ſome more, and ſome leſs, 
and likewiſe when exported is too much charged, 
If we conſider how much muſt neceſſarily be 
gained in this country, by owners of ſhips, maſters, 
mariners, corn- porters, hirers out of granaries to 
ſtow the ſame, and corn-ſhifters, before it 1s ſent 
And how by our merchants into other countries : we ought in 
much Hol- all reſpects to eaſe, and be more favourable to our 
3 , ſtores or ſtaple of corn, merthandize, and fiſhery, and 
e ze to keep the ſtaple of corn wi hin our country; that ſo 
 flaple of during bad ſcaſons, and the ſcarcity thereof in other 
corn. nations, we may have it always cheaper with us 
than in any other countries; and beſides that, we 
might enjoy many other publick advantages, which 
out of ſo redundant a treaſure as is the ſtore and 
ſtaple of corn, might in very many caſes and acci- 
' dents be improved by wiſe magiſtrates. Whereas 
on the contrary, if by an imprudent burdening 0! 
that commodity we loſe that ſtaple z this indigent 
and populous country would in many cafes, as bat 
harveſts, and croſs accidents of this world, fal 


into many extraordinary and unforeſeen income. 


* ©S -* > 


Chap. 23. unequally levied. 85 
niencies. But above all it is to be lamented, that 
our own manufactures are ſo unreaſonably charged 2 manu- 


, x Jadtures 
with convoy-money, or cuſtoms, and much more 2 er 


with the duty of clearing the ſeas; but they charged 
are chiefly oppreſt by the impoſition laid on the 
conſumption z ſo that the intereſt of the manufac- 
tures and mechanick works is very ill Iook'd after. 
For *tho* undreſt wool pays but 1 per Cent. of its 
worth at importation, yet certain it is that 1t pays 
too little at exportation. Flax, ſilk, and yarn are 
alſo too much charged upon importation, and no 
more (againſt all reaſon) at exportation. And as Ser 7he 
to weaving, or to ſpeak plainer, all woven goods; rates of 
it is wonderful why we ſhould charge woven goods, .. 
whether imported or exported by ſea, or rivers, fo — of 
high as we fooliſhly do, or (in reſpect of their ;3-Engiih 
great value) much more than foreign commodities z court in 
yea (which is a ſhameful thing) the undreſt Engliſb Holland, 
cloths are at importation not charged at all, and the Az 
Engliſbtraders enjoy every way more freedom, andex- ig of he 
emption from taxes in Holland, than even our own year 1656. 
inhabitants. pus Pag. 635. 

The intereſt of our huſbandmen, or boors, is 4; alſ cur 
alſo much neglected ; for what ſolid reaſon can be H, 
given, that the Holland butter exported is double“ 
as much charged as that of Fri:land ? Likewiſe, 
that all foreign butter and cheeſe may be imported 
duty free; but all foreign cheeſe exported, 1s char- 
ged with no more than that of Holland. 

But eſpecially we may wonder, that the rulers of 
Holland could ever find it good to charge all mer- 
chandize, without diſtinction, at importation with 
per Cent. and at exportation with 2 per Cent. of 
is value: as if it were not enough to ſubject the 
merchant by the rated convoy-money, to the 
charges, pains, loſs of time, and ſeizures, which 
mult and will lawfully ofcimes happen, and ſome- 
ncs alſo to the unjuſt vexation and trouble of 

G 3 many, 


86 Conxoy- money has been Part J. 


And eſpe- many, and delays of the cuſtom- houſe offi 
cially the ſearchers, collectors, and fiſcal, whereby many 
_y times fit opportunities of ſending away or ſelling of 
has been their goods are Joſt : ſo that by the ſaid one and 
much neg- two per Cent. of the value, all merchandize, even 
lected, 5 thoſe which ought by all means to be favoured, are 
_ ſo heavily charged, as in the foregoing chapter is 
per Cent. ſhew'd. And beſides, power is given to the ſaid 
upon goods fi ſcal and head cuſtomer or collector, to ſeize all 
imported goods for their own uſe, paying one ſixth part 
nary more than the importer values them: which is a 
yo miſchie vous thing to the merchant ; for in far more 
Which ap- remote countries (for example, at Smyrna, or Me 
2 zy Ana, grogram yarn or ſilk) goods being bartered 
7aw ilk, or bought, and not knowing whether thoſe goods 
and gro- may be damaged in the voyage or not, and much 
gramyarn- leſs whether the ſame are ſo bartered or bought in, 
as to yield profit or loſs, yet are they bound blindly 
to rate theſe goods. Whereas on the other ſide, 
the fiſcal or collector may take or leave them at 
their pleaſure. Beſides, this one and two per Cent, 
is for the merchant ſo great a charge, and deprive 
them of ſo much profit, that by this alone very 
many goods that come from abroad, and will not 
ſell off here, paſs by our country, and are carried 

to other ports, | 
The truth is, when we conſider all theſe heavy 
burdens upon the merchandize and manufactures ol 
Holland; and then on the other hand, that we can 
in no wiſe ſubſiſt long without them, I cannot (ut 
ficiently wonder at that folly ; for it is too nice and 
tickliſh a caſe to lay any reſtraints upon the mouth, 
through which all nouriſhment muſt paſs into the 
body. We ought to ſuſpect and be jealous of al 
things which have any tendency, either to bereave 
or ſtraiten us of life; eſpecially ſecing we can fil 
but once, and thoſe that gueſs at things are apt ® 
miſtake. Perhaps it may be ſaid, that neceſſij 
| f juſtifes 
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juſtifies all things, and that the wars brought a fear Which may 
upon us of loſing both country and trade at once. 4 cc 
Indeed he that is ſtraitened by water or fire, will — 4 
Jeap through the fire, or catch hold of a naked great. 
ſword to preſerve his life: but they muſt be fools Jaw. 
when there is no ſuch neceſſity, that will ſuffer their 5% Aitz- 
bodies to be harm'd by ſword or fire. That late ma's zreary 
puiſſant neighbouring enemy, in reſpect of whom Peace. 
merchandize was ſo heavily charged, is (God be z,, ;- ;; 
praiſed for his mercy) ſo weakned by making war imprudent 
ainſt us, that for eighteen years together he was — continue 
neceſſitated to offer us a peace that was ſhameful for 55 ow: San 
him, and glorious for us, be fore we would grant it him. 2 fia, 7 
And theſe provinces, that may be accounted to enemies 
have been formerly unarmed, in reſpe& of their en there 


preſent condition, as Groeningen, Friefland, Over. * no need; 


el, Guelderland, &c. have always been able to 


defend themſelves againſt foreign force, and were 
very hardly by diſſenſion among themſelves brought 
to ſtoop to that mighty emperor Charles the fifth. 
So that now there is no ſhadow of reaſon to believe 
that being provided for the moſt part by the money 
of Holland with fortification, cannon, arms, and 
ammunition, they are not now able in a profound 
peace to defend themſclves with their own force 
againſt the attempts of a weaker neighbour. On Ard ave in 
the other hand it is true, that ſome of them being perfe# 
ſenſible of their own power, are not concern'd for 147 
the uneaſineſs of the Hollanders by ſea, nor will 
they contribute a penny to eaſe them, but contrary 
to the terms of the union of Utrecht, as if that 
union were only made againſt the king of Spain's 
attempts by land, pretending that all wars and 
robberies by ſea, ought and may be ſufficiently 
maintained, prevented and defended by convoy- 
money, and conſequently ſufficiently provided for 
by the merchants of Holland. Whereas neverthe- 
ls the ſaid Holland merchants, beſides their par- 
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ticular burdens as men and inhabitants, bear all 
impoſitions, whereby Holland 1s not only defended 

by land againſt all men, but likewiſe all the other 
united inland provinces : which in truth hath con- 
tinued to this day, at the charge of much more 
contribution for Holland, and much leſs for the 

other provinces, than by virtue of the union of 

Art. 5. 6. Utrecht they are obliged to. So that it is high 
time for Holland to mind her own advantage, and 
diſcharge her felf of all needleſs expences for theſe 
provinces, and beſtow them on her owa defence, 

whereof ſhe hath every way, and evermore occaſion 

That the by land, and eſpecially by ſea. For if in truth 
fea muſt that maxim uſed by the other provinces be true, 
4 , "hat the ſea muſt maintain it ſelf, and that conſe- 
matutatu . 
it ſelf, is quently all means to clear the ſeas, and to regain 
@ very de- the merchants loſs after ſuch plunderings by fo- 
trimental reigners, and damage ſuſtained by ſea, muſt cauſe 
8 the rates of convoy- money to be rais'd higher in 
proportion to that neceſſity; all which muſt be 
fetch'd from the merchant. If fo, I ſay, Holland 

muſt neceſſarily decay and fall to ruin, conſidering 

that by the conſtitution of the trade at ſea, and the 

Base many countries about us, not only in the Sound and 
gde Turk Channel, but alſo by the fundamental government 
will ever Of Tunis, Tripoli, and Algier, they muſt be for 
continue ever pirated on by ſea. For by this rule it would 
his depre- follow, that Holland ſhould always - bear its own 
— 4 burdens, and thoſe of the other provinces too by 
Fozage to fea, and ſo in a time of peace, as well as war, 
1heLevant, ſhould alſo bear moſt of the charge by land: and 
par le Sir that the others on their parts ſhould wallow in idle- 


des Haye. refs and gluttony with the wealth of Holland. 
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- 1 "CHAP. XXIV, 
What profeſſions of the inhabitants of Holland, 


ought to be more or leſs burdened with taxes, 
or favoured by the politick magiſtrate, 


UT ſome will perhaps object againſt what Zuti/Het. 
I have affirmed, that during the time of the land Y 4 
fate monarchical government in theſe provinces,” * | 
and the remainders of it, as alſo when we waged nent, muf 
an offenſive war, and ſeemed to leave our naviga- beburdened 
tion as a prey to the -Dunkirkers, Holland was *%ith a 
burdened by money taken up at intereſt, and other ee, 22. 
taxes to the ſum of fifteen millions yearly; there- —— 
fore to rid ourſelves of ſo great a burden under a guilders; 
free government, it was neceſſary to levy money of 
the inhabitants by ſeveral ways and means. And 
ſecondly it may be objected, that when eaſy or mo | 
indifferent levies will not raiſe money enough for +. z 4 
ſecuring the country, and navigation againſt any /u/ ways 
ſudden attempt, then we muſt find out other ways 9 rain 
and methods which at preſent would be hurtful, 2 2-ve 
but if continued any conſiderable time, would be ,,z 2 * 
miſchievous to the ſtate, yea ruin it. And there- continued. 
fore we in Holland have very prudentially practiſed 
all thoſe and no other means and ways of raiſing 
money, but ſuch as are now uſed by the ſtate. 

But tho? the firft object ion be true, yet we may [t will be 
doubt whether the ſecond be ſo, Therefore I End 4s 42, 
it good to examine here what ways or expedients method in 
are fit to be uſed to procure money in ſuch an exi- ſuch caſes 
gence, that ſo the reader himſelf may more exactly Y 'axinge. 
judge whether, and when the magiſtrates of Holland, 
have in this particular taken care of the welfare of 
the land in general, or have been neglective of it: 
and having expreſſed the ſame in as few words as 
may be, I ſhall afterwards, becauſe of ghe general 


Concern- 
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concernment of the thing, conſider more fully 

whether all eſtates of the inhabitants of this coun. 

try can be equally favoured ; and in caſe they can. 

not, which of them ought more or leſs to be che. 
riſhed and conniv'd at. 

Under this Namely, ſeeing all people do naturally endea- 

Bead we vour to diſcharge and free themſclves of burdens, 

ought fr tho? even by burdening of others, or when that 

lug? cannot be fully obtained, then will they ſeek to 

ey by 

away f in- Eaſe themſelves of that burden by procuring part- 

el. ners to bear it: every one will then immediately 

judge that we ſhould charge thoſe of foreign na- 

tions that frequent Holland, who are no members 

of our political body, which we call the ſtate, with 

all imaginable taxes, and by all means to eaſe our 

own inhabitants, as being true members of our 

own body. But ſeeing we have ſhewn you before, 

that Holland cannot ſubſiſt without commerce and 

merchandize with foreigners, we might by ſo do- 

ing take ſuch methods as would prevent them 

from coming into Holland, to our great prejudice ; 

and therefore we ought to be very wary and cau- 

tious about it, eſpecially conſidering, that an ex- 

traordinary charge upon thoſe ſtrangers would not 

much eaſe. us: ſo that conſequently there is no 

other way, but to bear ſo great a burden with as 

All wares many helpers as we can procure. And it cannot 

that are be denied but we ſhall procure more ſupporters, if 

conſumed wie charge all goods with ſome impoſt that are 

— uſually worn or conſumed by the people as they 

| are men and women. 

And ſeeing thoſe impoſts which are moſt freely 

and ſpontaneouſly paid, are Jeaſt offenſive and irx- 

ſom ; we ſhould therefore obſerve this order, 92. 

firſt, and moſt, to charge ſuch goods as tend to 

eaſe, pleaſure and ornament : and then ſuch as 0 

man can be without, as meat, drink, houſing, fi- 


ring and light, ſecing ſtrangers hereby will pY 
alike 
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alike with the inhabitants, and none will be fa- 


youred or exempted. 

And ſeeing by all theſe means the ſaid ſum of 44 als -þ 
fifteen millions cannot be levied, we ſhould then / inbabi- 
afterwards in taxing the people, ſo charge them, — | 
as that all may bear their parts equally, none ex- ; 
cepted. But ſince this is not practicable, but by 
taxing all peoples eſtates to make men pay alike | 
without diſtinction, or by a blindfold poll; both _ 
which means of raiſing money being ſo unequal, j 
and full of hardſhip, do ever cauſe great diſtaſte | 
among the people : we ought therefore to. proceed 
to the charging of ſome particular ſort of inhabi- 
tants, who bring in no profit to the country, but 
on the contrary live upon the other inhabitants. 

And among them are firſt all inhabitants, who p,, e. 
from or on behalf of the ſtate, or cities, open cialh ſuch 
countries, drainers of water, makers of dykes, have 4s have 
any benefit of power, honour or reward, more © fable 
than other inhabitants. For ſeeing they may re- _— 
fuſe ſuch offices, dignities and employments, to bufine/+ of 
eſcape thoſe taxes, and that we need not give them pref in 
but to ſuch inhabitants as are qualified for, and pe- Holland, 
tition to have them; no inhabitant therefore to 
evade ſuch taxes, will need to abandon the coun- 
try, nor have any reaſon to complain of a burden 
which he annually loadeth himſelf with: and yet 
by this expedient much money may be raiſed for 
the common good, without burdening any of the 
other inhabitants the more. IS. | 

Next to them ſhould follow ſuch inhabitants as , , oth 
are teachers, artiſts, and their inſtruments, for ſo % 2 
much as they are imployed about matters of eaſe, inhabi- 
pleaſure, ornament, Ec, that are made uſe of in fant: that 
this country. And after theſe former, all maſters > 4 yard 
and journeymen of ſuch trades who live by our 3, 
own inhabitants only; ſuch as bakers, brewers, 
ſellers of wine and fiſh, butchers, tay lors, ſhoe- 

makers, 


92 


And next 
them thoſe 
that live 
1 our 
Lands or 
Fund. 
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makers, carpenters, maſons, ſmiths, and glafiers, 

Sc. But in ſuch a caſe it were needful, for the 

keeping of our proviſton, and to ſuffer ſtrangers 

to live upon us as little as is poſſible, to charge all 

their goods or manufactures imported into Holland 

for conſumption, ſo high, that our own may go 
etter off than thoſe that are foreign. 

Next would follow ſome charge or tax to be 
laid upon ſuch inhabitants as live upon our own 
lands; ſuch as are our huſbandmen, grafters and 
inland-fiſhers, for they will hardly foriake us be- 
cauſe of our taxing them, ſeeing they may always 


be eaſed in better times. 


And fince all theſe means of raiſing money will 


burden none but ſuch as are inhabitants in this 
country, and while they find their maintenance 
amongſt us; it is evident that all the ſaid ways 
for raiſing of money will excite the commonalty 
to ingenuity, diligence and frugality, and then 
they will be'eaſily borne. 


A: ah all But in caſe all theſe expedients will not raiſe 
immove- money ſufficient, we may then charge either ordi- 


.able Hol- 
land goods. 


nartly or extraordinarily all immoveable goods, 
lands and houſes, with yearly taxes, or by impoſi- 
tions upon alienations and inheritances of them; 
wherein nevertheleſs there be thoſe difficulties, that 
thoſe taxes will-not be paid with any freedom, but 
wholly by compulſion : and that the ſaid immove- 
able goods being for that end to be valued, that 
valuation cannot be made without partiality, and 
theſe burdens will be then very unequaliy born, 
Beſides, that by the accidental unfruitfulneſs of the 
jands, and ſtanding empty of their houſcs, tne 
owners and tenants of them wanting a great part 


of their yearly rent on which they depend for the 


maintenance of their families, they muſt neceſſarily 
ſuffer theſe two unavoidable inconveniencies. But 


ſeeing all owners of immoveable eſtates who dwell 
| out 
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out of- the land muſt alſo help to bear theſe bur- 

dens, without any prejudice to the eſtates of our 
common inhabitants; and the owners of land that 

dwell in the country, are ſo tied to Holland by 

their immoveable eſtates, that they cannot but 

with great difficulty remove their habitation to 

other countries: this means therefore of raiſing 
money, may be uſed without hurting the ſtate. 

Finally, in an extreme neceſſity of money, there „  _ 
may be impos'd a general tax on all the moveable 2 pat "Ba 
and immoveable eſtates of the inhabitants, whereby v. art 
they may pay the thouſandth, two hundredch, and one 17:move- 
hundredth pehny: I fay, in an unuſual great ne- 5 a 
ceſſity, becauſe by theſe taxes there would tall a* 
greater hardſhip upon the common inhabitants, 
and damage to the ſtate, than could fall by any 
other expedient of this nature; for foreigners 
would bear nothing of this, but our inhabitants 
only. And ſeeing the aſſeſſors are wholly ignorant 
of mens perſonal eſtates, and what the inhabitants 
do owe, or is owing to them; and if they did 
know the value of them, yet could they not tax 
them ſo equally as may be done in the caſe of 
immoveable goods: we may therefore eaſily ſee, 
what by favour and hatred, and by ignorance of 
the aſſeſſors, eſpecially in the tradirg province of 
flolland, where riches are very tranſitory and un- 
certain z that there muſt be an intolerable inequa Mich zer- 
lIty in bearing this tax. Thoſe that weuld 2 
neſtly declare their eſtates might lighten the tax; _ ng 
but the fraudulent will unavoidably make it hea- 4 un- 
vier. Bcfides, many inhabitants poſſcfling neither equal tax. 
Immoveable eſtates nor merchandize, but living 
here on the intereſt of their money, to elude theſe 
heavy burdens, may remove to ſome neighbouring 
country, to the greater prejudice of this ſtate than 


it any other of the forementioned inhabitants 


ſhould forfake us; for ſuch people frequently 
drawing 
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drawing their revenues from other parts, and 
ſpending them here, they gain not by our inhabi. 
tants, but they gain by them. Nevertheleſs, ſee- 
ing ſuch perſons as live on their rents, are in ref. 
pect of the other inhabitants but few in number, 
and do not ſet many people at work for a liveli. 
hood, therefore the faid tax may and can be raiſed 
without any remarkable prejudice to the ſtate, 
And it is more eſpecially to be obſerved, that if 
by reaſon of all theſe taxes many inhabitants ſhould 
forſake Holland, and ſettle in other countries, yet 
they, or other ſuch perſons, when the tax after a 
while ſhould be releaſed, might eaſily be drawn to 
return to Holland, or others would ſucceed them 
out of our own country, ſo long as our manufactu- 
ries, fiſheries, traffick, and freight-ſhips remain 
and flouriſh amongſt us : ſeeing they are the four 
main pillars by which the welfare of the commo- 
nalty is ſupported, and on which the proſperity of 
all others depends, tho* they earn not their living 
immediately by them. This will not be denied, 
if we rightly apprehend, that many people are 


brought into our country that are ſtrangers, or 


were formerly inhabitants, teachers, artiſts, con- 
ſumptioners, tradeſmen, and ſuch as live on their 
rents, becauſe there are many people here that live, 
or have lived by manufactures, fiſheries, traffick, 
and freight-ſhips, and do all of them afford work, 
or a livelihood for the other inhabitants before- 
mentioned, But that on the other ſide the manu- 
facturers, merchants, fiſhers, and owners of ſhips 
let to freight, will not return from foreign lands to 
theſe parts, or be invited hither becauſe there are, 
or have been in Holland many teachers, artiſts, 
conſumptioners, tradeſmen, and men that live on 


their rents, ſeeing theſe do ſet to work or employ 


the foreſaid people, and have their greateſt profi 


from 
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from foreign parts, at leaſt not from theſe laſt 
mentioned people that are natives. | 

But ſuppoſing the general neceſſity of levying zu never. 
money to be ſo great, that we could not raiſe ef 
enough by all the fore- mentioned taxes, or could n ax 
not find out any expedient to raiſe the ſame but 73 * 


what were prejudicial z ſo that to defend the com- —_— 


monwealth, or preſerve our body politick againſt preſtag. 
ſome formidable enemy, we ſhould be fo put to it, we 
as to tax the above-mentioned pillars of the land, ©74'8* 
and be pinch'd in our chiefeſt means of livelihood % 
for a ſhort time, in hope that ſuch urgent and 
preſſing neceſſities will ſoon have an end, and that 
then thoſe taxes will be taken off; and doing thus, 
we may both ſecure our country and our eſtates : 
let us then ſee what order we are to take in purſuit 
of this method, And in the firſt place to expreſs 
myſelf clearly, by the words manufacturers and 
fibers, 1 underſtand all ſuch as live by any trade 
in or about fiſhing, making, tranſporting, and 
ſelling of our Holland manufacturies and fiſheries. 
And by the word traders, I mean all ſuch mer- 
chants that ſell nothing by retail; but ſuck as trade 
ſolely, whether at home or abroad, in all or any 
commodities, except Holland manufacturies and 
hſheries, and ſuch as depend on them. And by 
the word owners of ſhips, I underſtand no other 
owners than ſuch as ſet ſhips to ſea, either for our 
own ſervice, or for other merchants upon freight. 

Ard now to come to the matter in hand, we 
ought well to conſider, that we muſt lay the leaſt 
tax upon that means of ſubſiſtance which moſt 
concerns us, and which we are apt ſooneſt to loſe, 
and being loſt is not eaſily retrieved, and which 
might defies draw away with it other trades or | 
means of ſubſiſtance. So that ſeeing in Holland The manu- 
there are ſix hundred and fifty thouſand inhabitants /#&#*r%*: 
who are maintained by manufactures, and ſuch as 

depend 


leaſt. 


Trafjick 


Jet more. 


ſeeing our manufactures are already charged with 


the coaſts, where haddock, cod, herring, and whale 


be fo than to moſt other countries; and that by 


occaſion to remove into thoſe countries where the 


ſaid fiſheries might be eſtabliſn'd: It appears 


charge our fiſheries too much. 
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depend on them, and thoſe manufactures are not 

certainly fixed to us, ſince we cannot furniſh our. 
ſelves with the unwrought materials of them from 
our own country, but from other parts; yea the 


greater part of them being eaſily carried by lang, 
may be made, carried, and ſold in foreign upland 


countries. And if this ſhould happen, our mer- 


chants and owners of freight-ſhips would be oblig'd 
to remove and betake themſelves, either to them, 
or to the countries and ſea-harbours next to them; 
and if we ſhould once loſe thoſe manufactures, and 
that our merchants and owners of ſhips ſhould go 
over to another country which affords thoſe mate- 


rials for the making of them, they would probably 


never return to us. Wherefore it appears that we 
muſt charge them little or nothing, and the rather, 


impoſts on the conſumption, much more than our 
fiſheries, traffick, and treight-ſhips. | 
And ſeeing our fiſheries, by the propinquity of 


are taken, are more fixed to us, and always will 


our over-taxing them, we have neglected and diſ- 
regarded them, they may poſſibly return to us 
again if we eaſe their charge, conſidering our con- 
venient ſituation; whereby it appears that we 
ought to tax them ſooner, and more than our ma- 
nufactures: nevertheleſs ſeeing there are four hun- 
dred and fifty thouſand people employed in the 
fiſheries; and the loſs of the ſaid fiſheries to our 
merchants and owners of ſhips, would give them 


therefore that we ought not inconſiderately to 


But foraſmuch as it cannot be apprehended, that 


while Holland preſerves her manufactures and fiſhe- 
1168, 
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ries, ſhe ſhould loſe all her traffick in foreign ma- 
nufactures, fiſheries, and other merchandize; and 
that this traffick does not at moſt maintain above 
one hundred and fifty thouſand people in Holland : 
it therefore again appears, that we ought ſooner, 
and more to charge thoſe trafficks than our manu- 
facturies and fiſheries, Yet ſeeing thoſe trafficks 
being removed into other countries, our owners of 
ſhips might firſt ſend their ſhips thither, and many 
of themſelves follow after : ic likewiſe appears, that 
we ought to charge that traffick leſs than the owners 
of ſhips. 142200 
And ſeeing the owners of freight-ſhips inhabiting 
theſe provinces do receive incomparably more ad- 
vantage from our inland manofactures, and our 
own fiſheries and trade, than any foreign owners of 
ſhips can do; yea, for as much as there be no 
ſupporters of the countries proſperity, but what 
arg ſervants to our manufacturies, fiſheries, and 
traders : it is not therefore imaginable that we can 
loſe them ſo long as we can preſerve our manufac- 
tures, fiſheries, and traffick; ſo that the ſaid ſhips 
may be charged ſooner, and more than manufac- 
| tures, fiſheries, and trafficks. Yet ſince thoſe Aud the 
; WH flips lie for freight in foreign countries, and there rte. 
raile money from ſtrangers, they may in ſome An = 
meaſure be eſteemed a ſupport of our proſperity ; of all. 
and ſince there may poſſibly be fifty thouſand peo- 
ple maintained that way, and that by their being 
charged too much our own manufactures, fiſheries, 
and traffick, for which we are moſt concerned, 
might in ſome meaſure come to ſuffer at long run : 
ve ought not therefore to proceed inconſiderately 
to the charging of them. Tho' we ſhould loſe our 
freight-ſhips, yet we ſhould not therefore loſe our 
manufactures, fiſheries, and traffick ; but on the 
t Wy eitrary, by their means, and by leſſening the 
- W 5 at any time, the 1 would eaſilỹ7 
be 
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At appears be induced to return to Holland. We know that 
by many heretofore in Flanders, Brabant, and Holland, 
"Is many inhabitants were maintained by manufactures, 
fiſheries, and traffick, when the Eaſterlings were 
the only carriers and mariners by ſea : as alſo that 
the ſaid owners of freight-ſhips were for the moſt 
part gradually compelled by our manufaQureg, 
fiſheries, and traffick, to forſake thoſe Eaſterlings, 
and to ſettle in Holland. And we ſtill find every 
day, not only. that our owners of freight-ſhips are 
ſerviceable to the manufacturers, fiſhers, and tra. 
ders of other countries; and to that end ſend their 
ſhips from one harbour to another, to tranſport 
their goods at a price agreed on; but allo that 
there are always ſtrangers here, who for the ſake 
of our manufaclures, fiſheries, and traffick, by rea- 
ſon of ſome freedom and privileges they have above 
us, either in their own countries, or in their voyage, 
do come and enter their ſhips for freight amongſt 
ours. 
And as So that it being now ſhewn at large what eſtates 
zheſe four of our common inhabitants ought moſt or leaſt to 
pillars e be charged with impoſts, in order to levy fiſteen 
the coun- 3 
ry's proſ- Millions of guilders yearly, we may from the ſam: 
perity may reaſons in ſome meaſure calculate upon all occt- 
be more or ſions which of the inhabitants ought to be moſt a 
nv ; leaſt favoured by the magiſtracy, and conſequently WM | 
bases; I ſhould finiſh this chapter: but ſeeing the welfare 
of the inhabitants moſt certainly depends on tix 
good maxims of the rulers in that matter, I ſhall 
enlarge ſome what more upon it. 
So in all Altho? civil rulers are very well termed fathers 
events the and the ſubjects their children, yet herein is the 
8 „ difference, that parents do indulge and take equa 
— care of their children to their utmoſt power, or 4 
them pro- leaſt ought not to favour one to the prejudice 0 
hortiona- another, and in no caſe to ruin one child to po 


bly. vide for others, tho? better children: and that con- 


trariwile 
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trariwiſe the politick governors making up with 
the generality one body politick, which we call 
the State, muſt ſhew more or leſs favour, yea 
hurt and ruin, to ſome who are more or leſs profi- 
table, or pernicious to the ſtate, As for inſtance, 
thoſe that commit theft and murder, &c. who are 
puniſbed with death or otherwiſe, for the good of 
the reſt, and to deter them from committing the 
like evils. | i 2 3 

From which it follows; fr/t, that all inhabi- Namely, 
tants, none excepted, ought to be favoured more j-/ the 
than ſtrangers, as much as is proper. Yet ſo, that ings 
none be favoured, Who by any imployment can eee 
eirn their living by others their fellow- ſubjects, to —ů 
the prejudice of thoſe by whom they procure their 77. | 
bread : becauſe in ſuch a caſe it would be fooliſh, 
that thoſe who depend upon any thing ſhould be 
favoured to the prejudice and ruin of that very 
thing whereon they depend. And beſides, it is 
neceſſary, that we always remember to favour 
moſt, and conſequently. preſerve in Holland ſuch 
inhabitants, who can with more eaſe than others 
get their livings in other countries, and tranſport 
themſelves thither. | * 

Secondly, it follows by the ſaid maxims, that all 21y, 75, 
inhabitants who ſeek their profit and livelihood foreign be- 
from other countries, ought more to be favoured e the in- 
than thoſe who in this country live on their fellow- , 
inhabitants, | 

Thirdly, it follows from hence, that ſuch inha- zly. The 
bitants, who by their gains acquired by foreign after 
countries contribute molt to the ſubſiſtence of the 2 __ 
inhabitants, and conſequently of the ſtate, ought ſervants. 
moſt to be favoured ; but with this caution, that 
the maſter ſhould be more favoured than the ſer- 
vant; and our merchants who traffick in our own 
manufactures, and fiſheries in foreign countries, 
above all others who are employed about the ma- 

| H 2 king 
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king or taking of the ſame. All which being 
well conſidered, it unanſwerably appears, that the 
politick rulers of Holland ought leaſt of all to fa- 

vour ſtrangers with any power or privilege, and 
conſequently more and more to favour the inhabi- 
ting mechanicks, maſters, journey-men, teachers, 
artiſts, conſumers of any goods in the land, 
huſbandmen, graſiers, inJand-fiſhers, ſuch as live 
on theit eſtates, owners of ſhips, merchants, ſiſher- 
men, and finally almoſt all ſuch inhabitants who 
are employed about manufactures ſpent in foreign 
arts. | | | 
And altho' ſome may object, that the ſaid ad- 
vantages and diſadvantages cannot be procur'd or 
avoided, unleſs, as aboveſaid, the high and ſub. 
E/pecially ordinate government conſiſts of fo many rulers and 
to ere# col- magiſtrates, that none of them could benefit him- 
eges ef per- ſelf to the prejudice of the community: yet it is very 
_— well known, that any violent change in the wel- 
pri "DA fare of the common inhabitants of Holland, would 
tion, that at leaſt much ſooner ruin the beſt and moſt uſeful 
are inte- ſubjects, than improve them. And conſequently, 
- "6; it ought to ſatisfy the lovers of their country, if 
elves, the rulers and magiſtrates take ſo much care that 
the ſubordinate colleges of polity, treaſury and juſ- 
tice, about the manufacturies, fiſheries, trade and 
owning of ſhips, be fo formed, that ſuch perſons 
as are employed therein, be moſt intereſted in the 
proſperity of manufactures, fiſheries, traffick and 
treight-ſhips, and conſequently leaſt in any other 
way of ſubſiſtence 5 becauſe otherwiſe every one 
will, to the prejudice of others, tho? they ought 
more to be tendered as more profitable, draw the 
water to his own mill, and lay his burden on ano- 
ther man's ſhoulders. So that there ought to be 
among the directors that are the ſuperintendents, 
About na- Or have the overſight of manufactures, at leaſt, as | 


. wfac- l conceive, four for foreign conſumption, two t0 
tures. | overſee 
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-overſee the making of ſuch manufactures, one over 
the inland-conſumption, and one over the ſervice 
depending on thoſe manufactures. As for exam- 
ple, among the directors for the woolen cloth- 
trade, there ought to be four merchants dealing in 
cloth, two clothiers, one draper, one dyer or 
cloth- worker, Sc. Likewiſe among the directors 
concerning our foreign fiſheries, there ought to be Figeries. 
in proportion at leaſt four merchants that trade in 
thoſe commodities, two over the ſetting out of the 
veſſels and cauſing the fiſh to be taken, one over 
the inland-conſumption thereof, and one over the Eſpecially 
fiſhing itſelf. And if the rulers of theſe lands, or a college or 
any cities thereof in particular, were inclined for merchant- 
preſervation and increaſe of traffick in general, to _— 
erect a common council with authority to make 
ſtatutes and Jaws relating thereunto; then ſuch a 
council ought to be form'd after this proportion, 
viz, of twenty four merchants dealing in Holland 
manufacturies, ſixteen merchants in Holland fiſhe- 
ries, ſix merchants in other commodities which 
belong not to our manufacturies and fiſheries, and 
at moſt but two owners of ſhips, becauſe ſuch 
owners and the maſters of ſhips in that quality are 
for the moſt part ſervants to the others, and de- 
pend on them, and without them are of ſmall 
conſideration, And if among the judges or com- xy, ,,;. 
miſſioners ſet over the making of manufactures, ware inte- 
fiſheries, aſſurances, maritime affairs, Sc. there rei auill be 
ſhould be ſome intereſted perſons, it is evident, eg. — 
that in all ſuch colleges the ſame proportion ought 2 
to be obſerv'd, that in caſe partiality ſhould take 24: 
ou among the judges, the loſer ſhould at leaſt 

ve this comfort in his misfortune, that his loſs 
would tend to the benefit of the community, in 
advancing manufacturies, fiſheries, traffick and 
reight-ſhips : whereas otherwiſe the trouble of ſeg- 
ing himſelf diveſted of his livelihood and goods, 
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by undue orders, and unjuſt ſentences, and all to 
the loſs and detriment of the commonwealth, would 
be intolerable. | 8 ä 

4; appears And that this may appear not to be ſpoken at 
by the di- random, let us pleaſe to remember that Roelef 
3 i Martinſon Vygeboom of Horne, a ſhip-maſter, or the 
= erk owner of the ſhip called the Emperor Octavian 
are gene- having in the year 1663, ſuffered his veſſel laden by 
nerallycon- the Turkiſh emperor's ſubjects, to be taken for à 
. prey by ſome ſhips of war belonging to Malta, 
Frick, Leghorn and Venice, for which they paid"him a 
very great freight; the ſaid emperor of Turky te- 

got 2 quired of Livinus Y/arnerus our reſident at Con. 
volitical ſtantinople ſatisfaction for the ſame : he by his 
confidera- faintheartedneſs, treachery or covetouſneſs, made x 
tions of the promiſe within three months and fifteen days, to 
Turkiſh pay the Turks ſeventy eight thouſand four hundred 
3 and forty-five lyon dollars for ſatisfaction; and 
1663, that the ſaid ſum might the ſooner be obtain'd, 
the ſaid reſident commanded, and thereupon the 

conſul ordered, that not only all Holland ſhips ſet 

out to freight ſhould be ſeized m all the havens 

of the Levant, which hath ſome glimpſe of equity 

in it, but alſo all the goods of the innocent Holland 
merchants, who were conſtrained to pay that mo- 

ney for their redemption. It is eafily imagined 

that this happened, becauſe the reſident and conſul 

knew that the directors of the Levant trade living 

1 in Holland, were moſtly concerned in the ſhips 
favoured let out to freight that uſe the Levant, that it would 
theſe have been very ill taken by them, and that they 
freight might have ſat on the ſkirts of the reſident and 
775 % conſul, if their ſhips had been ſeized for that re- 
Holland fon. We afterwards ſaw the ſtrength of this par- 
manufac- ticular intereſt clearer in Holland: for theſe mer- 
tures and chants who were unjuſtly forced to lay down th's 
„Het; money, and being to be diſcharged, the faid di. 


rectors, who give their advice to the ſtates- genen 
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in many caſes, laid down in this particular no ex- 
pedient, nor any think like it, whereby to procure 

this money to the leaſt loſs of the land, or charg- 

ing themſelves or other owners or maſters of the 

Levent ſhips 3 no, nor to charge themſelves toge- 

ther with the merchants; but on the contrary, 

have totally freed the ſaid owners and maſters of 

the ſame, and to the greater prejudice of the 
country, yea, and the ſpoil of our manufactures, 
charged one per cent. upon all goods outward and 

inward, not excepting Holland cloth, raw filks, 

and yarn, making together two per cent. So that 

the ſtates following their advice, traffick and ma- 
nufacture will be for ſo much imprudently charged 

to perpetuity, ſince the ſaid oppreſſive tax will 
hardly ever be releas'd. And if we add hereunto, Bringing 
that all other traffick of the common inhabitants of e charge 
the provinces, that is not under the tuition or ; _ ap 
care of ſuch directors, being driven into countries 5 
where our conſuls reſide, the maſters and owners venies, 
of each ſhip going or coming in, muſt pay to the &. on 4 
conſul a certain fee for his conſulage. But that the 2. 
ſaid directors of the Levant trade, for as much as/* 4 
they are owners of ſhips, have caſt that burden 4. 

from off their own ſhoulders, and laid it upon our 

own merchants, yea on our manufactures and all 

manner of Levant wares, without diſtinction of 
clothes, grogram yarn, raw filk, Sc. going or 

coming to or from the Levant, to the benefit of 

the reſident at Conſtantinople, and the conſuls that 

relide in thoſe havens on the behalf of this ſtate, 
charging them with 1 4 per cent. being together Au that 
going and coming three per cent. which upon fo & cutting 
rich a trade makes up a princely revenue, and 2 large 
royal maintenance. And altho? the ſaid reſidents , =. 
and conſuls take their reward of the Holland Le- leather z 
vant merchants, and having no other buſineſs to 

diſpatch but the concerns of their traffick and na- 


H 4 vigation, 
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vigation, ought to have remembred, that they be. 
Wherely ing only clothed with a character of the ſtate, the 
-_ . better to effect the ſame, and for no other end, 
_ unleſs for order and decency, are really and indeed 
carry it a; but miniſters of the Levant merchants, and fo 
if thy muſt continue, ſeeing they have at the port of 
were lords Conſtantinople in effect not any the leaſt buſineſs of 
0 1 ſtate to negotiate, as peace, war, alliances, aſſiſ. 
merchants, ance, Ic. between the reſpective ſtates, Never- 
zieh tbeleſs this ſhadow of their monarchical adminiſtra- 
tc . . . 
miſma- tion, and aſſuming an authority, and taking ex. 
nagement ample by the miniſters of monarchs, who like- 
may ſoon wiſe reſide there: adding hereunto, that this too 
peg great income for citizens of a free commonwealth, 
K hath all along raiſed in them a monarchical pride, 
and beſides occaſions oft-times other heavy taxes, 
and continual quarrels againſt the ſaid Holland 
merchants, who are not willing nor able to endure 
ſo chargeable and oppreſſive a power, which will 
deſtroy our important Levant trade in a ſhort time, 
Let none object, that all that money is not ex- 
acted to the rigour, nor comes into the reſidents 
and conſuls purſe; for they enjoy moſt of it, and 
the factors charge the their principals with it, in- 
ſomuch that this conſiderable Levant trade, and 
our manufactures depending upon it, by this pre- 
judicial management of thoſe chargeable reſidents 
and conſuls, and by five per Cent. unneceſſarily 
charged, and without any reaſon to favour and 
clear the owners and matters of ſhips, tho? they 
cauſe more troubles in thoſe parts than the merchants 
_ themſelves, and alſo in other reſpects are ſubject 
to them, and conſequently have more occaſion of 
our reſidents and conſuls advice than our traders, 
and are the cauſe of their much greater charge. _ 
So that you may ſee by what I have ſaid, that if 
the courts of juſtice relating to the fiſheries, manu- 
factures, traffick, inſurances, and maritime affair, 
| are 
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are no better ordered according to the maxims of Ss that we 

Holland's proſperity, whereof I know none as yet: 49 expe 

Then certainly our manufactures, fiſheries, and —— 

traffick in this country, being too little favoured, ences from 

and too much oppreſt; and that all concerned « other ili 

therein having any difference with their labourers, % 

ſervants, meſſengers, letter- carriers, ſnip · maſter, 4. 

or owners of ſhips, they have great reaſon ever to 

comply with them, or to fear a miſchievous verdict 

or ſentence, tho? their cauſe be good. For ſince 

we cannot bereave judges of their human nature, 

we ought in ſuch caſes to expect that they will take 

more care for themſelves, or their friends, than for 

the publick good. | P 
And thus by degrees I am come down to matters 

of juſtice about traffick, whereof I purpoſe to ſpeak 


more at large. 


CHAT. AT. 


Theantient ſtate of juſtice in Holland and Weſt- 
Frieſland being here related, it is likewiſe 
at the ſame time ſhewn, that the laws and 
order of juſtice ought to be framed for the 

moſt advantage of traffick. 


T is well known that the German emperors drove 
out of theſe lands the Normans, and according 
to their cuſtom divided the provinces among twelve 
or tnirteen lords their favourites, making one of 
them the earl, who, as the * empe ror's ſtadtholder, 
was to govern this country with the aſſiſtance of the 
lad nobility, without ſoldiery. And in caſe of 
war, if he and theſe noblemen, and common 1n- 
labitants, were not able to defend themſelves gue 
a foreign power, he was to be aſſiſted by the duke of 
the next adjacent mark-lands, who was always arm'd 
and had 12 earls under him, and at his diſpoſal. 
Purſuant 
? Tanquam Cæſaris præſidem ejus provinciæ. Annal. Douſær 
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Eelation Purſuant to this our earls, with conſent of the 
ade of the ſtates of the land, framed and appointed all the lays 
= 7 75 or orders over the whole province; and their re. 
the times of ſpective dykegraves, bailiffs and ſchouts, with 
he earls f their counſellors, homagers, judges, and ſherifk, 
Holland, made all peculiar laws and ordinances for the re. 
e ſpective waters in the country, open lands, villages 
ard. and cities, and omitted not in their laws to expreß 
| the puniſhment and fines which the offender was to 
ſuffer or pay. And moreover, our earl had power, 

with all other earls, as being chief judge himſelf, 

or by bailiffs and judges depending on him, and in 

his name, to give ſentence and judgment between 

the inhabitants. It is obſervable, that all criminak, 

who had forfeited their lives, were to forfeit their 

eſtates alſo, and that all confiſcations and fines came 

to the earls, or to the bailiffs and ſchouts, who for 

that end held their offices by farm. And to the 

end that thoſe miſerable ſubjects might undergo 

trial before the judges that were parties; we are 

to take notice, that our earls following the ungodly 

maxims of monarchical government in adminiſtring 

Juftice, ſtood much upon the enlarging of their 

| power and profit, and but very little on the welfare 

of the common people: for they empowered theſe 

bailiffs and ſchouts, according to their will and 

*Tis frewn pleaſure, to take cognizance of all crimes and of- 
_ ”—_ fences, whether really committed or not, to fayour 
trannice] Or proſecute all the inhabitants, without appeal to 
i then any but the patron, viz. the earl. And tho? it was 
was. very neceſſary for the gentry, common people, and 
2 citizens, the better to obtain juſt ſentences, to ap- 

point upon all oceaſions a very great number af 

judges, and to give them a liberty, withort reſpect 

of perſons, to vote with balls or otherwiſe privately: 

or if few judges were appointed in thoſe courts and 

laces of juſtice, with command to vote publickly, 


that then at leaſt thoſe bailiffs, ſchouts and judges 
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he n certain times being complained of, were obliged 
so give an account of their actions before a ve 

e great number of them. Yet our ſaid earls upon 

th Wl all, yea che moſt weighty occaſions, would place By r:afer 
B, WM to more but here and there an Azing, or five or 9 the pau- 
eren judges in the open country, and about ſo A £4 | 
„many ſheritfs or aldermen in the cities; obliging” © * 

fs them, whether in criminal or civil cauſes, ever to 

to deliberate or vote openly in preſence of the earl, 

r, bis bailiffs or ſchouts, and to give no account or 

% te4fon to any but himſelf for what they ated. 

in WW | By which form of juſtice, the earls and their 

en bailiffs and ſchouts might favour or oppreſs all the 

b, WH ichabitants, under pretext of adminiſtriug that ſa- 

ir Wl cred juſtice to which they were ſworn. For they 

de could give what ſentence they pleaſed by reaſon of Aud their 
or Wi the paucity of judges, which they were fain to com- paſprg ſer” 
ic WM ply with, if chey-would hold their annual employ- 77 f 
70 ments, and eſcape the reſentment of their ſaid lords. i bai- 
re And when at beſt the ſaid earls, bailifls, and ſchouts /if5 and 
did not concern themfelves with the matter in Your. 

g queſtion, if one of the parties, whether plaintiff. or pleaſe * 

r defendant, were favour'd or hated by the judges, 

e and the other not, then in ſuch caſe, an upright 

lc L ſentence was ſeldom paſſed. | 

( And tho? ſince that time, by the abjuration of h lie- 
„e government of earls, and eſpecially ſince the ze amend- 
death of the late ſtadtholder of Holland, the greateſt ment 4ath 
o occaſion of favour or hatred in reſpect of judges and _ _ 
as ſheriffs, and conſequently the greateſt occaſion of — 
d inrighteous ſentences, either in greater or leſſer 2%, times, 
> affairs, was taken away; yet nevertheleſs the bai- about mar- 
lis and ſchouts in regard of the common people, '*”* A a 
and eſpecially in criminal affairs, hold their former _—_ 
power and reſpect. By which remainder of that 

d cyrannical government by earls, the inhabitants may 

5 be 

: _ * Quia favor aut odium in judice plus valet quam optima lex 
1 in codice. „ | | 


| 
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de very much oppreſſed upon this account, becauſe 
the judges and Scheepens being continued in their 
former ſmall number may be miſled, unleſs we 
ſhould ſuppoſe them to be diveſted of their human 
nature, and not to be mov'd by their familiarity 
with, or hatred of the ſaid bailiffs and ſchouts, or 
by the bribes, and love or hatred of the plaintiff o 
defendant z and becauſe no further appeals, or ac. 
count is to be given to higher powers at appomted 
times and places, upon the complaint of any per. 
ſons thereunto impowered, and likewiſe becauſe 
they are not obliged to ſuffer any puniſhment in 
caſe of errror. | 

But becauſe I purpofe more eſpecially to conſider 


aim being our adminiſtration of juſtice, as it tends to the be- 


nefit and increaſe of our fiſhery, manufacture, 


gero, traffick and freight - ſnips, I ſhall paſs over all theſe 


common defects and faults in other matters of juſtice, 
and purſue my aim and purpoſe in this only. 
Next to the perfect freedom of the people, and 
the more or leſs taxing and favouring the ſeveral 
trades or eſtates of the people of Holland, it is ne- 
ceſſary that juſtice be equally adminiſtred againſt 
all open violence which may be acted in the land: 


How de. which ſeeing it would be hurtful, not only to the 


F merchants of our manuſactures, and fiſheries, and 
traders in foreign commodities, together with the 
owners of freight-ſhips, but alſo to, other inhabi- 
tants, both ſubjects and rulers; ſo that no aſſembly, 
or body of men whatever, without ſecuring them- 
ſelves againſt it, can poſſibly ſubſiſt; there is of 
antient times an order of juſtice appointed, tho 
very defective. But tho? fraud (whereby we may 
wrong a man of his due as well as by force) ought 
not to be leſs puniſhed, and that merchandizing de- 
pending eſpecially on the probity of men, yet by 
falſe deceit may be perfe&ly ruined ; it is therefore 


to be wondered at, that Holland hath been able t0 
preſerve 
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reſerve its traffick, as it muſt here be carried on 

with fo many laws, or by the help of laws derived 

ſom the maxims of the warlike Roman republick, 

which give the merchants here an opportunity to 

gain more by fraud than by honeſt dealing. And A 
on the other hand, here is ſo lirtle care taken by % how 
good orders and laws to defend the honeft merchant A Pre- 
ginſt the fraud and deceit of thoſe who bear the 37% * 
name of merchants, and to help them to recover again/t 
their own; that we may well aſk the reaſon, why them. 

ill the bad people of foreign countries come not 

into Holland, that under pretext of merchandizing 

they may openly learn to cheat in the beneficial way 

now ſo much practiſed, and that with impunity ? 

For, * tis the rod makes the children good. Now Vat er- 
0 eſtabliſh ſome better order in this, it would ſeem . might 
reedful, that none ſhould be ſuffered to drive any fg # 
mffick in Holland, till firſt he hath entered the 
place of his abode in a publick regiſter, which Phi 
would have this effect. Firſt, that the parents and 3. 
kindred of the faid merchant, if they have not made 

2 contrary entry in the ſame regiſter within a 

year, ſhall not be allowed by any laſt will and 
teſtament, to leave to the ſaid merchant a leſs le- 

racy than without a will chey might, to the pre- 

judice of his creditors. Moreover, it ſhall not be 
awtul for any merchant, eſpecially a bankrupt, 

nany caſe to refuſe any profitable bequeſt or legacy. 

For this he cannot be ſuppoſed to do but in order 

to defraud his creditors; and for that reaſon he 

ought to be prohibited legally to alienate any 

late, ſave for a gainful title, and that he hath 

ecerv'd the value of it beforehand. I underſtand 

hereby, that if he happen to be a bankrupt after- 

wards, all his donations, conveyances and portions 

given for marriage, or eſtates bequeathed or con- 


Oderunt peccare mali (quales omnes natura ſumus) formi- 
ine pœnæ. N | : 


— 
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ſigned to his children, ought to be applied to the 
benefit of his creditors. For we ſee here too often 
the truth of this Eng/i/h proverb, Happy is that ſu 
whoſe father goes to the devil. 

Ard fettle- And as it ought to be unlawful for a merchant 
ments be. to endow his wife with a marriage jointure to the 
= 3 prejudice of his creditors, ſo ought the wife to be 
prohibited to covenant to have her option of pan 
in profit or loſs: for there is nothing more rational 
than that he * who will have the profit, muſt bear 
the loſs. Yea, the parents, and neareſt kindred of 
ſuch a wife, ought to demean themſelves in all 
things in reſpect of inheritance; as the relations of 
the huſband himſelf : and excluding community of 
eſtate, or the bringing in of engaged eſtates, they 
ought to be entred in the publick regiſter. 
The ordinary regiſter or books of accounts of 
ſuch merchants who are in reputation for honeſty, 
and corroborated by oath, ought in all reſpects to 
be equivalent to any notars acts, and nothing 
ought to be preferred to it except ſpecial mort- 
gage; ſeeing the cuſtom of the country is ſuch, 
that to prefer orphans, rent, or jointure, &c. to 
be firſt paid, is prejudicial to traffick, and conſe- 
quently to the whole republick. But if at any 
time it be found that a merchant hath falſified his 
books or regiſter, and confirmed them by perjury, 
he ought then in all reſpects to loſe his life as: 

falſe coiner, that all men may be terrified by ſ 

ſevere a puniſhment, not to enrich themſelves fally 

and treacherouſly with other mens eſtates, to the 
rejudice of the commonwealth. 

A debt- Yea, it ſeems to me that traffick, and the ac: 

book under counts of a credible merchant, is of ſo much co. 


th ought , 9 | 
8 cernment, ſeeing the conſtitution of the ſame u 


Aaſfcient ſuch here, that it neither allows or permits of any 


ground for other evidence: that therefore upon the ſaid regiſter 
an imme- | alone 


diate exe- WY 
cution. , * Quem commoda, eum incommoda ſequantur. 
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alone confirmed by oath, there ought immediate 
execution to be taken as for money due to the ſtate. 
For if traffick is with us ſalus populi, the country's 
ſifety, what reaſon can there be of not uſing the 
like means (pari paſſu) as the ſtate doth ? 

It is alſo very prejudicial, that a ſale ſhould be Yindice- 

counted for ready money, when after delivery of l «nd 
the goods the money is not immediately paid. 
For when the ſeller gives up his right of the goods 
by truſting of the buyer, he gives ſuch knaviſh 
buyers great opportunities of making great bank- 
rupts: and he who on the other ſide by his impru- 
dence is in the greateſt fault, does afterwards, by 
his unjuſt vindication or proſecution for his goods, 
take away the eſtate of the other creditors, 

There ought in each city to be at leaſt one par- Pre/ert 
ticular court of juſtice to decide matters between ice 5 @ 
buyer and ſeller, that ſo ſuch ſuits may not only be nn 
ſpeedily ended, but that the judges apprehending «ey accef- 
the way of trading the better, may give or admi- ag. 
niſter the better juſtice and ſound judgment for the 
land : whereas the merchants now find, that their 
ſuits cauſed by difference in accounts, are almoſt 
never ended but by agreement of the parties when 
they grow weary of the law, and that moſtly to the 
benefic of the unrighteous caviller, according to the 
proverb, The cavillers are gainers. 

It is very unreaſonable and prejudicial to the Bur the 
merchant, that the eſtate of one deceaſed ſhould be benefci- 
ſuffered to have beneficium inventarii, the right of 2 
making an inventory of the eſtate, when the com- ;,;mentel, 
mon creditors will become his heirs; * ſeeing the as are 
creditors muſt bear the loſs if the eſtate falls ſhort 
of their debts, they ought to reap the profit when 
there is more : whereas otherwiſe thoſe unmerciful 
greedy heirs by that courſe of juſtice, in the 478 


* Secundum naturam eſt commoda cujuſque rei eum ſequi, 
quem ſequentur incommoda. | 
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caſe they caſt off the burden from their own backs, 
and in the ſecond caſe they carry away the profit, 

Letters of And no leſs hurtful are letters of ceſſion, or at- 
Aten, or termination, renouncing the eſtate, and gaining of 
N time. And ſince no perſons are proſecuted by the 
puublick for particular debts, it is reaſonably to be 
reſumed, that the crec ĩtors will not prejudice 
themſelves by taking over-rigorous courſes with 
any perſon that cannot really pay, but is willing to 
do it ; nor to bereave them of their good name, 
and drive them into extremities. But on the con- 
trary, a diſhoneſt man having concealed and made 
over his eſtate, will enrich himſelf, and ſeek 
eaſe, by delivering up his whole eſtate upon a falſe 
oath. 
On the contrary, it would be profitable for the 
commonwealth, if upon the leaſt complaint of a 
debtor's non-payment, they ſhould forthwith make 
him give in ſecurity ; or in caſe of refuſal, to keep 
him and his books of account in cloſe ward. For 
in caſe he ſhould then ſhew himſelf able to pay, he 
might ſoon be releaſed upon ſecurity ; and being 
hat gg. unable, we ſhould be able to prevent his running 
were pu- away, and his giving in a falſe account of his 
ziſoments debts, and his thieviſh making over and abſcond- 
ere neceſ- ing his books. and eſtate, In all ſuch events, it 
8 ought to be lawful to impriſon knaviſh debtors, 
barkrupts, with their wives and adult children, by publick 
viz. 10 de- authority, and to keep them in a publick work- 
prive them houſe, to make them earn their own bread, ac- 
— cording to the law of Moſes, and the Roman laws 
Exod. 22. Of the twelve tables. Yea, and in caſe the wicked. 
neſs of eminent and great debtors be aggravated by 
foul and knaviſh circumſtances, we ought, ac- 
cording to the proclamation of the emperor Chari 
in the year 1540, to uſe them as we do thieves for 
burglary, hang them on a gallows, without fut- 


fering in any wiſe, as now it often happens, = 
5 2 ſuc 
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„doch bankrupts remain dwelling among us, and 
continue driving their traffick under another's 
- name; according to the proverb, Let him pay 
f WW with bis perſon, that cannot pay with his purſe. 
e But in caſe the bankrupt be fled with his books 
e and eſtate, without the juriſdiction and reach of 
e Holland, and is protected by the civil authority of 
h that place; J ſhould think it convenient for the 
0 benefit of Holland to proceed thus. Firſt, by vir- 
, tue of a general law, all ſuch perſons ought to be 
| proſecuted as publick betrayers of their country, 
e amounting to as much as being guilty of high- 
k treaſon ; the rather, ſeeing ſuch a villainous bank- 
le rupt hath no leſs need of help to carry on his wick- 
ed deſign, than to betray his country: at leaſt he 
e cannot ſo have concealed matters, but that the ac- 
2 WH comprants and caſhiers, his meh- ſervants and maid- 
e ſervants muſt have ſome knowledge of it; and 
p therefore they ought all of them to be apprehended, 
Ir and if upon examination it were found that they 
e had aſſiſted in conveying away ſuch thieviſh bank- 
g rupts, it were good to examine them upon the 
g ck more ſtrictly if there were cauſe of ſuſpicion 
is of the thing; or elſe upon their oaths according to 
l. the occaſion, For if the rack be of any good uſe, 
it WF it muſt be in caſes whereon the proſperity of the 
„ WI country depends, and where it's known there muſt 
K be aiders and aſſiſters in ſuch groſs knaveries. 
K- We might alſo at the ſame inſtant publickly pro- 4% all 
claim throughout the whole land, that whoſoever creditors 
hach any eſtate of, or owes any thing to the perſon * — « 
d. feed, ſhould immediately diſcover it, on pain of „ z, . 
7 being puniſhed as betrayers of their country, and gedby laws 
c- WW concealers of that villany: and all perſons ſhould «nd pub- 
77 WM forthwich be examined upon oath who are ſuſpected #4, 
or WF know any thing of it; declaring by + 
* at 


+þ Qui non habet in re, luat in pelle. 
+ Laſz majeftatis reos. | 
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that all thoſe who ſhall uprightly purge themſelves, 
ſhould be accounted men of probity, altho' they 
had formerly aſſiſted in that wickedneſs ; and if 
otherwiſe, they ſhall at all times be proceeded 
againſt and puniſhed as perjured betrayers of their 
country, when by a third perſon it ſhall come to be 
known. | 

Jo bring in And all ſuch as claim, and pretend to any thing 
- their. of the fugitive's eſtate, ought allo to be oblig'd 
©4544,» 4, immediately to lay claim to it upon great penal. 
the benefit ties, whereby two very great evils would be pre- 
or charge vented ; for ſeeing * no man becomes wicked to 
Y te the higheſt degree all of a ſudden, therefore all 
- -vog ſuch who were lately poſſeſſed of the eſtate of ſuch 
bankrupts, and conſequently had not uſed or em- 
ployed it as their own, ſhould immediately bring 
in the ſame: the rather, that while the act was 
freſh, they could not arrive at ſo exact a know- 
ledge of their eſtates and books as they might af- 
terwards, by the ſeizing and examination of the 

offenders and their aſſociates. And, 
24ly, All thoſe that pretend to any thing of the 
bankrupt's eſtate, being alſo ignorant of what 
might come to be known of his condition, and 
whether there were any appearance at any time of 
compounding with him, ſhould be neceſſitated to 
give in their real debts: whereas we ſee now, that 
all ſuch eſtates are graſp*d by diſhoneſt perſons in 
ſuch a manner, that there is {ſeldom any thing leit 
for the honeſt creditors, becauſe people may con- 
ceal all debts with impunity, and on the other ſide, 
may enlarge their pretences after they ſee the mat- 

ter brought to an iſſue. 

This being done, the bankrupt ought to be 
ſummoned on a certain prefix'd day and hour, 
in which time the creditors ought to have leave 
abſolutely to compound with him, and to ſtop their 
| pro- 
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proceedings at law. But if the bankrupt neither 
appears nor agrees, he ought to be hanged in 
efigie on a gallows, and all his children old and 
oung declared infamous. 

If all theſe particulars could take effect imme- 3 47 
diately upon the freſh act, and before people could which 
have laid aſide the ſhame of ſuch a new piece of ans 
knavery, I judge it would be of great influence to 22 
make men honeſter: whereas now they learn by 2 ba 
degrees, that it is better to have other mens eſtates bankrupt 
than none at all!; and“ that we can ſpend another 52#/d be 
man's eſtate with much more pleaſure than our ““ vented. 
own. Having overcome all ſhame, men can live 
eaſier and quieter in an infamous condition than to 
trouble themſelves about poirits of honour, and pay 
ſo dear for them too. But ſeeing in all theſe pro- | 
ſecutions the benefit of the creditors ought to be 44 = 
aimed at, fince it is purely an endeavour to make ——_— 
the moſt of it for them, therefore they ovght to be made with 
enabled after that time to agree with their credi- /ugitive 
tors, and to annul the ſentence z for flat juſtitia & bantrupti. 
pereat mundus, becomes a judge's mouth very 
well; for they not being ſovereigns, are for the 
ſake of their honour, oath, and office, bound to 
judge by the laws, and not contrary to them: 
wherein if they fail, they are in all well-ordered 
republicks to be complained of, and puniſhed. 

But the proverb does not at all become wiſe poli- 

ticians, where ſalus populi, and not the peoples 

ruin, mult be the ſupreme or higheſt law. 4 
And ſeeing we ought on the one fide to com- 

pare theſe fugitives, and baſe and unworthy cheats, 

to thoſe vagrant and thieviſh drones among the Were 
bees, which by all means ought to be kept out of _ 2 
the land, or to be purſued and deſtroyed : fo on ; a4 par 
the contrary we ought to look on all honeſt mer- in/ let 
chants, who through want of foreſight, by the in- nerchant, 


2 172 2 reaſona- 
11 Juſtice % 0 


Qu il my a chere, que de gens a Varriere, ance, 


— Of adminiſtring Juſtice Part], 
jaſtice or breaking of others, by ſtorms, misfar. 
tunes, robberies at ſea, or war, have loſt their own 
eſtates, and part of others, and ſo cannot pay their 
debts. I ſay, we ought to regard them as profita- 
ble bees with compaſſion, declaring and promiſing 
then, that all ſuch perſons, making their loſſes 

appear, and not withdrawing themſelves from ju. 
ſtice, ſhall reſerve, and hold to their own uſe the 
tenth part of what they had to begin to trade with 
at firſt, and not be troubled at all by their former 
creditors, and may remain in good name and fame 
with their children, tho* they had enjoyed great 
portions or other gifts, as being a righteous fruit of 
their uprightneſs, and a comfort in their adverſity, 
But ſeeing between thele miſchievous thieves, and 
their children, and theſe unfortunate loſers who are 
much to be lamented, there is no difference either 
in puniſhment or infamy, it cauſeth many who 
otherwiſe would be honeſt, through neceſſity to 
ſtep out of the honeſt way, and to take ill courſes 
For if opportunity makes a thief, neceſſity does it 

much more. 9 Mrs 
But ſuppoſing all uſeful laws were made for the 
benefit of traffick and navigation, and the infertor 
judges were well inclined to cauſe them to be put 
gh in execution, nevertheleſs as things now go in Ha. 
of juftice land, they may for the moſt part be made of none 
ought to effect by appealing to a higher court. For as our 

con/5f! of courts of ng conſiſt not of above 15 0 

meny eoun- twelve judges, ſo they cannot hear and give judg- 

Js. ment 2 = than —4 bench, . leſs have 
their underſtandings exerciſed to/ comprehend all 
differences that occur, whereby the ſuits, becauſe 
of the great number and trouble of them, remain 

depending there almoſt to perpetuity, and at lal 
are all of a very uncertairfiſſue, To redreſs which 
it were neceſſary, that the number of judges ſhould 


be ſo encreaſed, that for ſome particular caſes. there 
wa 
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may be ſome appointed out of that number, who 
according to the weightineſs of the cauſes may 

bring in and report the ſame in full court, to have 

ſentence pronounced upon them. By theſe means That might 
quicker and better juſtice would be adminiſtred, not 8/ve more 
only among the commonalty, and eſpecially the — 
merchants; but likewiſe among all other the more ;, fur fin- 
eminent inhabitants, whether ſecular or eccleſiaſtic, rencet. 
who might be minded to promote treaſon or ſedi- ' 
tion, would be deterred by ſo conſiderable a court, h ng 
that is accountable to none but their lawful ſove- , 0 & 
reigns, that is, the aſſembly of the ſtates of Hol- 1;zious and 
land and Weſt-Friefland, and would carefully watch traiterous 
againſt ſuch villanous practices as abovementioned, Perſemi. 
which now, impunitatis ſpe, by the length of ſuits, 

and flow juſtice, are but too frequent. 


CHAP. N 


That it would be very advantageous for the 

rulers and people of Holland, and for traf- 

k and commerce, as well as navigation, to 
erect Dutch colonies in foreign countries. 


B* T ſuppoſing all the expedients before - men- 
tioned, to attract or allure foreigners to be- 
came inhabitants of Holland, were practiſed, and „ ½ 
thoſe inhabitants made to ſubſiſt by due adminiſtra» countries 
tion of juſtice, yet would there be found in Hol. there will 
land many old and new inhabitants, who for want ©***” Y 
of eſtate and credit, live very uneaſily, and there- ay diftreſ 
fore would deſire to remove thence, It is evident, /ed per- 
firſt, as to perſons and eſtates, that the inhabitants ens, 
here are not only expoſed to the ordinary misfor- 
tunes of mankind, of not foreſeeing future events, 
weakneſs, and want; but beſides, they make very 
uncertain profit by manufactures, fiſhing, trading, 
and ſhipping. And on the other ſide, by ſickneſs, 

2 * Wars, 
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wars, piracies, rocks, ſands, ſtorms and bankrupt, 
„, or by the unfaithfulneſs of their own maſters of 
coho 2 ſhips, they may ſoſe the greateſt part of their 
profit, and Eſtates, while in the interim they continue charg' 
certain with the natural burdens of Holland, as great 
zaxes born houſe- rent, impoſts and taxes: nor have they any 
4 the in- reformed cloiſters to provide creditable opportuni- 
babitants : hy | | 
ties for diſcharging themſelves by ſuch loſſes of 
maintaining their- children, or according to the 
proverb, to“ turn ſoldier or monk; ſo that by 
ſuch accidents falling into extreme” poverty, they 
conſequently loſe their credit and reſpect among 
men: for to I have been rich is a double poverty, 
and nothing is leis regarded than a poor man's 
wiſdom ; in ſuch caſes he would find himſelf in 
the moſt lamentable condition that can befal a man 

in this world. | 
4: alſs y And, 2dly, as to reputation: it is well known 
1 that in this republick, the government conſiſts of 
— few men in proportion to the number of in- 
ment. habitants, and that the ſaid government is not by 
law annexed or reſtrained to any certain family, 
but is open to all the inhabitants: ſo that they, who 
have been eight or ten years burghers, may be 
choſen to the government in moſt cities, and have 
the moſt eminent employments of /cheepen of bur- 
gomaſter. Whence we may infer, that many that 
are the offspring of thoſe that were heretofore 
made uſe of in the government, and alſo many 
others, who by reaſon of their antient ſtock, and 
great ſkill in polity, and extraordinary riches, thro' 
natural ſelf- love and ambition, conceive them- 
ſelves wronged, when other new ones of leſs fitnels 
and eſtate, are choſen to the government before 
them; and therefore thinking themſelves underva- 
lued, ' ſeek a change, and would be induced to 
LT od ©, tranſport 
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tranſport themſelves to other countries, where their 
qualifications, great eſtate and ambition, might 
produce very good effects. Whereas on the other 
fide, whilſt they continue to dwell in theſe lands, 
they Speak ill of the government and rulers in par- hd. 
ticulars. And if by this, or any other accident, „ 
tumults ſhould be occaſioned againſt the rulers in ned in- 
particular, or the government itſelf, they being Habitate 
perſons of quality, might become the leaders of “e er- 
the ſeditious, who to obtain their end, and to have —— Ka? 
ſuch inſurrections tend to their advantage, would 2 1 
not reſt till they had diſplaced and turned out the /ang. 
lawful rulers, and put themſelves in their places, 
which is one of the ſaddeſt calamities that can be- 
fal the republick, or cities: ſeeing * rulers, who 
became ſuch by mutiny, are always the cauſe of 
horrible enormities before they attain the govern- 
ment, and muſt commit many cruelties e'er they 
can fix themſelves on the bench of magiſtracy. 

And ſeeing we have already made many con- 

veſts of countries in India, and finding how 
hardly (and that with great charge of ſoldiers) they 
muſt be kept; and that the politicians of old have 
taught us, that there is no better means, eſpecially 
for a ſtate which depends on merchandize and. na- 
vigation, to preſerve foreign conqueſts, than by 
letting colonies in them: we may eaſily conclude 
that the ſame method would be very uſeful and 
expedient for our ſtate. 

Thirdly, it is well known, that the pooreſt peo- Efecially 
ple of all the countries round about us, come to — 
dwell in Holland in hope of earning their living by 2 
manufactury, fiſheries, navigation, and other trades; me inte 
or failing that, they ſhall have the benefit of alms- Holland 
houſes and hoſpitals, where they will be better pro- be 
vided for than in their own country. And altho' _— 
in this manner very many poor people have been 

ale | maintain'd, 
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maintain'd, yet in bad times it could not laſt long 
but thence might eaſily ariſe a general uproar, with 
the plunder, and ſubverſion of the whole ſtate: 10 
So that we prevent which, and other tte like miſchiefs, and 
ought to give diſcontented perſons and men in ſtraits an 
3 open way, the republicks of Tyre, Sidon, Caribage, 
une, and Greece and Rome, &c. in antient times, having 
over-taxed ſpecial regard to the true intereſt of republicks, 
people, which were perfectly founded on traffick, or con- 
— queſts of lands, did not neglect to erect many co- 
es lonies: yea even the kings of Spain, Portugal, and 
England, &c. have lately very profitably erected 
divers colonies, and continue ſo doing in remote 
and uncultivated countries; which formerly added 
an incredible ſtrength to thoſe antient republicks, 
and do ſtill to Spain, Portugal, and England, &c. 
producing beſides their ſtrength, the greateſt traf- 
fick and navigation, So that it is a wonderful thing 
that Holland having theſe old and new example 
before their eyes; and beſides by its natural great 
wants, and very great ſums of money given yearly 
Whereunto for charity to poor inhabitants, and being yearly 
Holland preſs'd by ſo many broken eſtates, and want of 
6 o9ng greater traffick and navigation, hath not hitherto 
tunity; made any free colonies for the inhabitants of Hob 
land; tho? we by our ſhipping have diſcovered 
and navigated many fruitful uninhabited, and un- 
manured countries, where, if colonies were erected, 
they might be free, and yt ſubje& to the lords 
the ſtates of Holland, as aff the open countries, and 
cities that have no votes amongſt us are: and i 
might cauſe an incredible-great and certain traffick 

and navigation with the inhabitants of Holland. 
It is well worthy obſervation, that theſe colonies 
would no leſs ſtrengthen the treaſure and power of 
the ſtates in peace and war, than they do thoſe of 
Spain, Portugal, and England, which during tt 
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fate have always adhered to their antient native 
country againſt their enemies. And by this means 
alſo many ambitious and diſcontented inhabitants of 
Holland might conveniently, ſub ſpecie honoris, be Aud yet 
gratified, by having ſome authority in and about #* | 
the government of the ſaid colonies, But ſome may 5. 
object, that heretofore the rulers of Holland in the Eaſt and 
reſpective grants or charters given to the Eaſt and Weſt-In- 
ye. India companies, have given them alone the dia —_— 
power of navigating their diſtricts, with excluſion |, 2 0 
of all other inhabitants, which extend ſo far, that hem; 
out of them the whole world hath now no fruitful 
uninhabited lands, where we might erect new co- 
lonies; and that thoſe diſtrifts are ſo far ſpread, 
becauſe our rulers truſted that the ſaid companies 
could and would propagate and advance ſuch colo- 
nies : tho* ſuppoſing thoſe colonies muſt indeed in 
ſpeculation be acknowledged ſingularly profitable 
for this ſtate, yet nevertheleſs thoſe reſpective di- 
ſtricts and limits, bounds of the faid companies, 
were purpoſely extended fo far by the States Gene- 
ral, and eſpecially by the States of Holland, effec- 
tually to hinder the making of thoſe colonies, ſince 
our nation is naturally averſe to husbandry, and 
utterly unfit to plant colonies, and ever inclined 
to merchandizing. 

To which I anſwer, that it's likely the firſt grants 
of charters, both of the Eaſt and Wiſt, and their ts nei- 
copious diſtricts, were probably made upon ma- ther will 
ture deliberation; but that the rulers perceiving 9” <a* 
afterwards how very few countries the ſaid compa- — 2 
nies do traffick with, and what a vaſt many coun- countries 
tries and ſea-ports in their diſtricts remain without ande theiy 
traffick or navigation, they cannot be excuſed of Heid. 
too great imprudence in that they have, notwith- 
ſtanding the continuance of ſuch diſtricts to this 
day, kept their common trading inhabitants con- 
liſting of ſo great numbers from thoſe uninhabited 
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countries by our companies: ſo that by reaſon of 
the want of trafficking countries, or new. colonies 
in little Europe, and its confines, the Hollanders ate 
neceſſitated to overſtock all trade and navigation, 
and to ſpoil and ruin them both, to the great pre. 
judice of ſuch merchants and owners of \ſhips on 
FTike the whom it falls, altho* Holland during that time of 
Holland their trades being overſtock'd, had a greater com- 
— NA merce, and deterred the traders of other countries 
zarrowly from that traffick which the Hollanders with the 
confin'd in firſt appearance of gain do, and mult reafſume, if 
Lurope, they will continue to live in Holland; where al 
ail cry ut manner of foreign trade, ſince the erecting of the 
for more ; 5 . 
Irafficking ſaid companies, was neceſfitated to be driven, not 
countries Withſtanding the uncertainty of gain, and fear of 
or colonies. gyer-trading our ſelves. | 
But thoſe And that the ſaid companies neither have, nor 
companies do endeavour to make new colonies for the beneſt 
0 " ofthe lands, and the inhabitants thereof, hath hi 
es obs therto abundantly appeared, and we muſt not lightly Wl 
dire s of believe that they will do otherwiſe for the future; BW 
them can which, I ſuppoſe, will alſo appear, if we conſider, . 
thercly that the directors, from whom this ſhould proceed, WM 
raab le fre are advanc'd>and privately ſworn to promote the i: 
2 benefit of the ſubſcribers of the reſpective comp 
nies: ſo that if the colonies ſhould not tend to the 
benefit of the ſubſcribers in general, we cannot ex- Wi! 
pect the companies ſhould promote them; yea i 
ſuppoſing ſuch colonies ſhould tend to the greatelt Wi! 
profit of the ſaid ſubſcribers in general, yet ſuch WW" 
the common corruption of man, that thoſe plants 
tions ſhould not be erected unleſs ſuch directors 0r 
BY governors can make their own advantage 0 
| them. 12 
Nor yet tbe And ſeeing all new colonies in unmanured cou. 
partici- tries, muſt for ſome years together have neceſſaries 
. carried to them till ſuch plantations can maintan 
themſelyes out of their own product, begin to gar 
| At 
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ind go to fea, and then there is ſome ſmall duty 
impoſed on the planters and their traffick or navi- 
gation, whereby the undertakers may be reim- 
burſed ; yet the partners having expended ſo much, 
are not aſſured that their grant or leaſe of years 
ſhall be prolonged and continued to them on the 
ame terms. Moreover, in regard of theſe new co- 
lonies, the directors ougat therefore to have leſs 
{alary, ſeeing by this free trade of the planters and 
inhabitants, they may be eaſed of the great pains 
they take about their general traffick- and equipage 
of ſhips, which concerns them much 1n particu- 
lar, for many conſiderable reaſons, not here to be 
mentioned, 
And as concerning our people in the Eaſt and 
Meſt, they being hitherto of ſo looſe a life, are ſo 
waſteful, expenſive, and lazy, that it may thence 
ſeem to be concluded, that the nation of Holland 
b naturally and wholly unfit for new colonies z yet 
dare venture to ſay it is not ſo: but certain it is, 
that the directors of the ſaid companies, their ma- 
ners and ſoldiers, and likewiſe their other ſer- 
yants, are hired on ſuch ſtrait- lac'd and ſevere terms, 
and they require of them ſuch multitudes of oaths, 
importing the penalty of the loſs of all their wages 
and eſtate, that very few inhabitants of Holland, 
unleſs out of mere neceſſity, or ſome poor ignorant 
laviſh-minded and debauched foreigners, will offer 
themſelves to that hard ſervitude. It is alſo true, 
tat all ſuch as are in the Indies, eſpecially the 
Eoft.Indies, do find, that not only while they ſerve, 
but after they have ſerved their time for which they De wor, 
ve bound, they are under an intolerable compulſive jt AP 7 
lavery ; inſomuch that none can thrive there but 9 wel 
their great officers, who being placed over them, » the hard 
to exact the oaths of the metcenaries or hirelings, aver of 
ad to put in execution the companies commands, — Joe 
and being without controul, to accuſe. or check —— 
„ 4 | them, for colonies. 
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them, they commonly favour one another, and af. 
terwards cophing home with great treaſures, are in 
fear that they will be ſeized and confiſcated by the 
directors. He that will be further gonvinced 
hereof, let him but read the following placaet or 
proclamation, which was, and is yearly to be pub. 
liſhed at Batavia, * | 


By the HE governor general, and council of India, 
yearly pla- to all that ſhall ſee, hear, or read theſe pre. 
ceat publi- ſents, greeting. Know ye, that whereas the d. 
et "= 8 rectors of the general Netherlandiſh Eaſt. India 
_ 1 company ſettled by patent, at the aſſembly of ſeven. 
| teen, for divers good conſiderations, have found it 
uſeful and necefſary that the orders and proclama. 

tions which we do yearly publiſh, and affix to the 

uſual place againſt the time of the fleet's return t 

our native country, after having firſt explained the 

points therein contained, and enlarged others, by 

ſome needful additions contracted all into one pla. 

caet, and fo to publiſh it to the people, to the end 

that every one, whether in or out of the company's 

ſervice, travelling to the Netherlands, may therely 

the ſooner and better underſtand by what rules bt i 

to govern himſelf before he leaves this country. V. 

' therefore, in purſuance of that order, having con. 

tracted all the fofeſaid orders and placaets (afin 
previous elucidation and amplification, as aforeſail) 

into one, have found it requiſite, now afreſh i 

ordain and appoint, and by theſe preſents ue dt 

ordain and appoint, that all ſuch perſons as intent 

to ſail to the Netherlands, of what fate, quality 

That all or condition ſoever they be, and purpoſe to hes 
——. any claim or pretence upon the ſaid company, Pt 
pany muſt ceeding from what cauſe or thing ſoever, ſhall it 
be firſt ad. obliged to make the ſame known, none excepted, i 
N reſerved, before their departure hence, unto us, , 
0 fer. aur committees ;, that ſa having heard and —_ 
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the ſame, they may take ſuch order about it as ſhall 
he found juſt and reaſonable, upon pain that all 
thoſe that ſhall have neglefed or omitted the ſame, 
ſoall be taten and held to have had no action or 
pretence at all, and ſhall for ever be and remain 
void and of none effect. As likewiſe none arriving 
in the Netherlands unto the ſeventeen lords or their 
particular chambers, ſhall be heard concerning the 
ſame, unleſs they ſhew our ſpecial aft of reference, 
which ſhall be granted if the matter be found of 
ſuch a nature as is not proper to be decided and de- 
termined in this country. Likewiſe thoſe that have 
any defect or error in their accounts, or may have 
loft the ſame, are to addreſs themſelves to the ſaid 
lords commiſſioners ;, who after they have taken cog- 
„ nizance thereof, may provide therein as becometh. 
Likewiſe all ſuch company's ſervants or freemen 
1 that deſire to receive any ſalary here as due to them, 
* Ki likewiſe to addreſs to the lords commiſhoners, 
and declare it to them, that ſo it may be ſignified to 
% /or ds our principals, that we may deſire and 
receive authority for payment thereof. | 
þ No perſons being in or out of the company's ſer- That nene 
vice, of what ſtate, quality or condition ſoever be may buy or 
„, that either here in India, or on their voyage i any 
bomewards, buy, or ſell any accounts proceeding of _ _ & 
ſalaries, or monthly wages, either for himſelf or ,,,, 
j ubers, or as a pawn or pledge of friendſhip or debt, 
lo accept or engage, and make it over, on pain that 
„bers, and. ſellers, transferrers and transferrees, 
Lat renounce their accounts, ſhall both of them, 
ut only loſe their right and title to "oy AE but 
% the buyers and transferrees ſhall be fined thrice 
„nuch as the ballance of the account ſo bought or 
„ 241212 ball amount unto. 
* Likewiſe no perſon in or out of the company's 
„ice, departing out of India, Hall either for 
10 vimſelf, or others, take with him any filver or 


——_ 
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gold, coined or uncoined, into his native country, 
That none gy beep it by bim; much leſs may he conceal it, by 
my ear) delivering it to ſeamen, ſoldiers or others, whe 
away ee 8 > » WHelber 
thence any here on ſhore, or upon the voyage, or lend it out, 9 
money to put it to intereſt, upon forfeiture of all ſuch nung 
the _ to the benefit of the company, where, and wii, 
3 whomſoever the ſame ſhall ve found. But ſuch 4 
it to the have money to ſpare, may diſcharge themſelves if i 
company to at the chamber of accounts, that in conformily . 
receive the letter of articles, they may receive bills of n. 
are change for the ſame. 
ge 1 . 
Holland. Every one is therefore hereby forewarned, that 
thoſe that will make over money to the Netherlands, 
whether be remains in India, or travels thither, 
all beware of taking other ways or courſes, than 
by the ſaid chamber of accounts, to the end thy 
may as aforeſaid receive it by exchange; that is 1 
ſay, by means or aſſiſtance of any European nation: 
and that none remit money over to England, or elſt- 
where, either direfily or indirefly, on what pre- 
tence ſoever, under the penalty, that ſuch who ſhall 
be found doing the ſame, ſhall beſides the loſs of his 
imployment and ſervice, and loſs of the ſalary which 
then ſball be due, viz. if he remains in the conta. 
ny*s ſervice, he jhall further forfeit ſuch ſum as ſh 
be proved hs paid, or privalely made over id ail) 
o:ber European nation. 
That none Moreover it ſpall not be allowed for any perſm, 
may depart being in the company's ſervice, to depart 10 0 
thence, un- Netherlands, anleſs he ſhall have at the leaft tue 
leſs they full months ſalary due to him, and that by origin 
8 account, unleſs he ſhall hav? paid the contents ſbereſf 


twelve 4 | ; 
month, in ready money into th: chamber of accconts hen, 


ewages due upon exchange, to be repaid him by the company i 
ro them. the Netherlands. 

' Thoſe that purpoſe to depart to the Netherlatds 

hall before ſuch departure from hence, ſell all lei 


moveable and immoveable eftates, as houſes, $7 
aths, 


— Fu Fw, 32, Mt 


pain that the offender ſhall immediately forfeit all gates. 


ſips, and to bring the proceed thereof into the 


files for their diet, for men that are accomodated vin, 30 
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go home, | 


they were ſold publickly, or privately ; and pay the © 2 


qroceed thereof into the chamber of accounts afore- their im- 


(aid, to be made good in the Netherlands; upon moveable 


bis right to the ſaid goods to the company's uſe. 
Likewiſe thoſe that are entruſted with the admi- 
wiſration and diſpoſal of any immoveable eſtates, 
whereof the proprietors are departed bence, ſhall be 
hound to ſell the ſaid goods, and turn them into 
money before the departure of the next returning 


amber of accounts, to receive the ſame by exchange 
a; aforeſaid, upon pain as aforeſaid. _ 

The people that are free, and not in the compa- And pay 
ws ſervice, and diſpoſed to return to the Nether- for t 
ands, whether ſingle, or with their families, Gal of 
before their departure from Batavia, pay for their 6e, == | 
freight and tranſportation money, at ihe general guilders. 
chamber of accounts as followelb, viz. For all 
men and women, being twelve years of age and up 8 

a For tler 
wards, three hundred guilders; and thoſe under Jie, in ts 


that age, one hundred and fifty guilders : and be- great ca- 


in the great cabin, thirty flivers ; thoſe in the Hi Per 
rund houſe, eighteen ſtivers , and thoſe before the 3 * 
nagt, nine ſtivers per diem. The women that are w EO 
dove twelve years of age, and eat in the cabin, houſe 18 
twenty ſtivers; iu the round-houſe, twelve ſtivers; ftivers, 
and before the maſt, nine ſtivers per diem : ſo that _ before 
10 perſon, whether man or woman, being either 4. 
above or under twelve years of age, children in- 
duded, ſhall pay any leſs than nine flivers a day. 
The ſaid payments ſhall be made for the time of ſix 
months, and accordingly they ſhall have receipts 
thereof. But yet under this condition and promiſe, 
that if any ſuch perſon ſhould happen to die in the 
wage, there ſhall be reſtored at the Eaſt-India 
| chamber 
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chamber in the Netherlands, whereunto that ſig 
goes conſigned, to the right heir or executor, &c. 
of the deceaſed, ſo much of that ſum as ſhall be in 
proportion to the money paid, to be accounted froy 
their departure bence to their death, 

And ſeeing that notwithſtanding our repeated 
| prohibition, not only the ſaid free people, but even 
the company's ſervants, with their wives, widows, 
and others that are of their family, do carry over 
y nuch houſhold-ſtuff, and other bulky goods for thiir 
Fay Own proviſion and other uſes, in the company's ſhips, 
merchan- and do thereby greatly peſter them. All ſuch goods 
Z 3 but therefore that are no merchandize (ſeeing they ought 
for freight in no wiſe to be carried with them, and that th 
of their 9.00 wiſe to be carried wi em, and that they 
boufoold. 0ught to be ſeized by the company for their uſe with. 
Ruff, muſt out any favour ſhewn, whether they be found out in 
fey 2000 the road, or on the voyage, or diſcovered in the 
m, Netherlands) ſhall be declared and mentioned by in. 
ventory before their departure, and going on board 
that after they have been viſited and valued by our 
commiſſioners thereunto appointed, they may pay fir 
freight at the rate of two thouſand guilders fir 
each laſt, being eſtimated or rated by bulk ir 
weight ; which accordingly is o be paid at ile 
chamber of accounts. Which inventory being ſigned 
by our commiſſioners, with the receipt of having 
paid the freight, and being ſhewed to the lords our 
principals in the Netherlands, ſuch goods being 1 
merchandize as aboveſaid, ſhall be delivered uni 
bim; but upon pain that all ſuch goods not ment. 
oned in the inventory ſo taken with him, ſpall be, 
and remain confiſcate to the ſaid company's uſe. 4 
this being intinded and fpoken of the company”: [er- 
wants for ſo much as pertains to the merchandize i 
ſuch exceeding three months wages, which they aft 
allowed to carry with them by the letter of arti 
which they carry along with them. 


40 
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And for as much as it hath ever been probibited None may - 


o carry hence into the Netherlands any black na- cn am 


tive Indians, whether free or bond, men and wo- pe 2 


* SA Ow "<0 > 9 "= —_— v 


= 


men, as the lords ſtates general have likewiſe by them. 


their proclamation prohibited to bring the ſame 
into their dominions : we have hereby once again 


thought fit to interdid, and probibit all perſons to 


tranſport any ſuch native blacks, whether men or 
women, from *this place, or to conceal them on 
huard ſhips, and that (for as much as it may 
concern the ſervants of the company ) upon forfeiture 
of all the wages which ſhall be que to them on their 
voyage homeward ; and for fre? people, upon pain 
of forfeiting one thouſand guilders : and this, over 
and above the tranſportation and diet-money of ſuch 
blacks for the ſum before-mentioned, which at their 
arrival in the Netherlands hall by the maſter of 
ſuch natives be made good to the company in the 
ſaid Netherlands; ti condition alſo, that befides 
the former ſums, the ſaid blacks being willing to 
return to the Indies, ſhall pay in the Netherlands 
the like ſum for tranſportation and diet-money, as 
before is ſpecified. Provided nevertheleſs, that in 
caſe any one for good reaſons ſhould deſire to take 
with them a black nurſe for his child or children, 
and it being granted, ſuch perſon ſhall be bound to 
pay into the chamber of accounts her diet-monty at 
30 flivers per diem for the time of fix months, al- 


lowing her for the ſame to bave her paſſage back 


gain gratis out of the Netherlands. 

And to the end that none may pretend ignorance 
of any the premiſes herein mentioned, we have 
publiſhed this our ordinance after the ringing of the 
bell at the publick and uſual place. We therefore 
charge and command the advocate fiſcal of India, 
the bailiff of this city, and all other officers of juſ- 
tice, to take care ftriftly to obſerve the ſame, and 
lo proceed againſt all offenders and tranſgreſſors 
| * 


GL without 
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without favour, connivance, diſſimulation or for- 
bearance z for we have found ihe ſame 10 tend 10 
the ſervice of the ſaid company. Given at the 
caſtle of Batavia upon the ifland of Java Major, 
the——&c, 
By this So that it is no wonder that ſo few good, and 
or ſo many ignorant, lazy, prodigal and vicious peo. 
can z, Ple take ſervice of the Eaft-India company. But 
made it is doubly to be admired that any intelligent, fru- 
chere. gal, diligent and virtuous people, eſpecially Hal. 
landers, unleſs driven by extreme neceſſity, ſhould 
give up themſelves to that ſlaviſh ſervitude. 
The Hol- All which being true, let none think it ſtrange, 
landers that the ſcum of Holland and of moſt other nations, 
e "ron having by their ſervice become freemen there, and 
jo yet not permitted to drive any trade by fea, or 
to eres With foreign people, are very unfit, and have no 
new &þ. inclination at all to thoſe forced colonies, and do 
nies, always thirſt after their own ſweet and free native 
countries of Holland: whereas notwithſtanding on 
the contrary, the ingenious, frugal, induſtrious 
Hollanders, by thoſe virtues which are almoſt 
peculiar to them, are more fit than any nation in 
the world to erect colonies and to live on them, 
when they have the liberty given them to manure 
them for their own livelihoods. And thoſe that 
doubt hereof, let them pleaſe to obſerve, that the 
Hollanders, before and ſince theſe two licenſed 
companies, even under foreign princes, have made 
very many new colonies, namely ir. Lyfland, 
| Pruſſia, Brandenburgh, Pomerania, Denmark, 
Slefwick, France, England, Fanders, &c. And 
moreover, have not only manured ur fruitful un- 
planted lands, bur alſo undertaken the chargeable 
and hazardous taſk of draining of fenlands. And 
it is obſervable, that in all the ſaid places, their 
butter, cheeſe, fruits and product of the earth, arc 


more deſired, and eſteemed than thoſe of their 
| | neighbours. 
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neighbours. And if we farther obſerve, that no Fitter than 

countries in the world, whether the land be for % nation 

breeding or feeding, are ſo well ordered as thoſe whe 

of our plain lands in Holland; and that no other pane” 
rs or huſbandmen do travel ſo many countries 

25 ours do; we ſhall be convinced, that no nation 

under heaven is ſo fit for ſetting up new colonies, 

and manuring of ground as our people are. And 

if in our nation there is alſo to be found (which 

however is unjuſtly and unwiſely denied by the 

oppoſers of theſe new Holland colonies) a very great 

aptneſs and inclination to merchandiſing and navi- 

cation, then we may in all reſpects believe, that 

we under our own free government might ere& 

very excellent colonies, when it ſhall pleaſe the 

ſtate to begin and encourage the ſame on good 

foundations, and to indulge them for a ſhort time + 

with their favour and defence. Having ſpoken 

thus far of the true political maxims to be obſerved 

concerning the inhabitants, I ſhall here conclude 

the firſt part of my treatiſe. . e 


The End of the Firſt Part. f 
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The TRUE INTEREST, and 


PoLitTical Maxims of 


* 


and Weſt-Frieſland. 


tze Republic of Holland 
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e ene 


Of the Intereſt of Holland, In rela- 
tion to foreign Princes and States. 


——_— 


(hes 5, Þ ch 
That an open and free navigation ought care- 
fully to be kept and defended, againſt all 
pirates and enemies. How this may be put 
in practice; and after what manner hereti- 


fore it has been done or omitted. 
Hi ſeriouſly* conſidered and repreſented the 

true intereſt and maxims of the republick 
of Holland and W:jt-Friefland, relating to their 
affairs at home, I ſhall now enquire how the wel 
fare of their inhabitants may be ſecur'd with refe- 
rence to foreign powers. And tho? very many 
particulars do here again preſent themſelves to m 


AVING in the firſt part of this treatiſ 


thoughts, which are of weight, and deſerve men- 


tion; yet I ſhall lay down but few, and thoſe the 


moſt important. 
And whereas in the preceding book 1 have 


ſhewn, that the far greater part of things neceſſa!) 
10 


kept free and open, for the conſtant uſe and con- 
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to our manufacturers, . fiſhers and traders, are im- Me mer- 
ported from foreign parts, either upon carts, and chandize 


eng I 


rivers, or elle by ſea in ſhips let out to freight, and „ 25d 


that they muſt again tranſport moſt of them, ma- ported 
nufactur'd or unmanufactur'd, by the ſame means from Hol- 
beyond the ſeas: it neceſſarily follows, that the Land # fo 
highways, rivers, and ſeas, mult by all means be 2, 


veniency of the inhabitants. Yet becauſe the high- 


ways and rivers in. this reſpect are of leaſt concern 
ment, and ſo much in the power of other princes, 


that the ſecuring and clearing the ſame cannot be 
expected from the governors of Holland, I ſhall 
therefore ſay nothing more of them. But ſeeing 
the ſeas are of ſo great importance to this end, that 
the council of ſtate in their requeſt for a ſupply in 


/ the year 1643, did repreſent, that the whole ſtate Aitzma's 
of the United Provinces depends on the guarding _ ho 


and clearing bf the ſeas ; that other things without ag 
this, would be but as a body without a foul, and 
a land without inhabitants, Sc. And that the Hol- 


anders alone do navigate the ſeas more, and have 


more to loſe on them, than all their allies and 

other people of Europe put together. And more- 

over, ſeeing the ſeas are fo common for all men Bentivo- 

to navigate, that they are always infeſted by pi- 50 * 

rates and enemies, and may be and are alſo cleared , © OF: 

by our governors, and free paſſage given for ſhips 

and fiſhers, and ſo kept and maintained; I pur- 

poſe therefore to treat largely and cloſely of this 

„ And our 
"Tis well known that our fiſhers of haddock, ers tra- 

doggers, ſailers of buſſes, and Greenland men, . = 5 

fiſning at certain times and places, do always meet Bids 3 

with ſea-robbers, and enemies ſhips of war; and /ail north- 

tau they, and the Northern and Eaſtland ſhips, *2/erly 

yea, and our ſalt and wine-ſhips, bringing bulky, % 7”: 

cheap, and low-priz d goods, are not able to bear pb bgy 

4 the defence; 
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| the expence of well manning and arming their 
ſhips to repel ſuch robbers and enemies. And 

| tho? it cannot be denied, that our Spaniſh, Italian, 
and Levant ſhips, are often freighted with ſuch 

rich and profitable goods, that they may well be 

ſo mann'd and arm'd as to defend themſeſvez 

againſt the ſmaller fort of pirates; yet the riches 

which they carry, invite whole fleets of ſuch men 


4.14, of war to lie in wait for ſuch ſhips; and this falls 


Turkiſn Out the rather, and will always ſo happen, becauſe 
rates the baſſas of Tripoli, Tunis, and Algier, muſt pay 


-ver infeft- the Turkiſh janiſaries under them out of their own 
ing t9e purſes; or if they failed, would certainly be ſtran- 
_—  gled by the mutinous ſoldiery. So that to procure 
and Medi- that neceſſary pay, they always collect by force of 
terranean; armis, the fifth part of the growth of the country, 
and permit them to go to ſea as free-booters, with 
condition to allow them the moiety of all the ſhips, 
and the eighth part of all the goods they take in 
the ſame. | , 
Therefore This being certain, it follows naturally, that the 
wwe muſt North Belt, and North ſea, as alſo the channel 


ceſſarily he; : f 
pong , being continually fiſhed and navigated by vaſt 


north ſea numbers of our unarm'd and undefenſible ſhips, 
From pi- Ought of neceſſity to be wholly freed from ſuch 


rates, robbers.and enemies by our governors. And be- 
cauſe the great Spaniſh and Mediterranean ſeas are 
likewiſe navigated by few rich ſhips of force, it 1s 
by all means adviſable to convoy our ſaid merchant 
ſhips with ſhips of war to defend them from thoſe 
Turkiſh pirates; but it would by no means be con- 
venient to free the Mediterranean of them, for we 

| ſhould thereby reap no more profit than the Eaſ- 
landers, Engliſh, Spaniſh, and Italians do, who 
by that means, and other advantages, might eaſily 
deprive us of our traffick and freight ſhips, and 
poſſibly drive us out of our whole navigation; be- 


cauſe the greateſt Eaſtern traffick depends on the 


con- 
4 
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conſumption of the Eaſtern commodities in the 4rd keep 


Weſtern parts: all which nations nevertheleſs thro? the Medi- 
terranean 


want of ordinary convoy-ſhips, do not traffick ſo y 
much in thoſe parts as we do, and would trade leſs conuy:. 


it it were ordered that none of the captains of out. 


convoy ſhips ſhould take money to protect and de- 
fend any foreign merchant-ſhips under their con- 
voy, or ſuffer them to fail in their company: ſo 


that if we ſhould leave this thorn of the Turkiſ# 


irates in their ſides, they will be ſufficiently di- 
ſtreſs'd both in that and all their other trade, whilſt- - 
we by thoſe ordinary convoy ſhips of war, may 
wholly engroſs all the European traffick and navi- 
gation to Holland. e 

Having thus repreſented how neceſſary it is to 
keep the ſeas open and free for the inhabitants of 
Holland, and endeavouring now to find out the 
means whereby it may certainly be effected, this 
infallible political maxim offers itſelf to my 
thoughts, viz. When men would procure or hinderte 
the doing of a thing, the matter muſt be ſo or- 2914 if 
dered, that ſuch people who are ſo reſolved, may , as the 
have ſufficient authority, power, and ſtrength to rulers em- 
effect or obſtru& the ſame. Whence it unanſwer- P are 
ably follows, that ſeeing our inhabitants, who live 2% . 
by manufactures, fiſheries, traffick, and ſhipping * 
let to freight, and which are or may be taken at 
ſa by enemies, are certainly willing to defend 
themſelves from ſuch loſſes, they ought therefore 
to have ſuch authority and ſtrength as may enable 
them to clear the ſaid ſeas. But becauſe every one 
knows, that ſuch abſtracted ſpeculations, and ge- 
neral reaſonings in well-grounded political govern- 


ments, neither may nor can be practiſed, let the 
reader therefore pleaſe to take notice, that 1 uſe 


this infallible political maxim, only to build a ſe- 
cond upon it, namely, that ſuch cities and coun- 


tries whoſe rulers ought to be preſumed to be leſs 
K 4 or + 


* 
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or more inclined to clear the ſeas, ought alſo 10 
have more or leſs authority and power in the po. 
lity, treaſure, juſtice, and militia relating to the 
ſeas. And ſeeing kings, princes, courtiers, and 
ſoldiers are frequently gainers, but never loſers by 
goods pirated at fea, and reap the leaſt advantages 
by an open and free navigation : and on the con- 
trary, molt of the inhabitants of the free republick 

of Holland, whether rulers or ſubjects, may ſuffer 
vac loſſes by abe ee ſea, and ſubſiſt by the 
ouriſhing of manufactures, fiſheries, trade, and 
freight ſhips; we may well conclude, that ſuch 
governors mult” be preſumed to be well inclined to 
keep the ſeas clear, and conſequently ought to be 
entruſted with all that power and authority which 
is neceſſary to effect it, either by themſelves or 
their commiſſioners. | 
And tho? in purſuance of this poſition it ſeems 
requiſite to ſhew in what manner this ought to be 
done in every city of Holland, and joiptly in a 
way ſuited to the ſtates aſſembly ; I ſhall neverthe- 
leſs (partly becauſe it requires more knowledge than 
I am maſter of, and partly becauſe I would avoid 
the great labour and odium which might enſue) 
only touch on the ſeveral ways by which men for- 
merly endeavoured in Holland to clear the ſeas, and 
whether the inhabitants, by building on the faid 
mY foundations, or by departing from them, have 

J Max- . 

in is con- Sained more or leſs. 

firmed, nu" Whereas before the year of our Lord 1 300, the 
only by rea- cities of Holland were few and ſmall, the govern- 
ſm, but & ment, and conſequently the clearing of the ſeas, 
4 depending chiefly on the earl and gentry, who 
before were little concern'd in things of this nature, and if 
1300, our they had attempted it, mult have done it at theit 
PR” p and own coſt and charges, we find little thereof in 
— their antient records; and therefore may ſaſel/ 
eigation. believe, 
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believe, that the Hollanders at that time never un- 

dertook the guarding or clearing of the ſeas. | 
But the cities of Holland ſoon after, by the 57 ater 
removal of the Flemiſh and Braband manufactures, the cities 
increaſing daily both in greatneſs and number, and ere 2 
the inhabitants by that means growing to be much , % 
concerned in the free uſe of the ſea, and perceiving 204 it to 
that the earl and gentry neglected to defend or heart, un- 
protect them from piracy, they agreed with duke 47 fl 
Albert of Bavaria, as ſtadtholder for William earl (+ call. 
of Holland, for leave to ſcour the ſeas themſelves, 2. ) 
and to lay that charge on the country. And in the 
year 1408, when the ſeas were infeſted by certain 
Eaft-Friefland pirates, thoſe of Amſterdam, and M. Voſl- 


ſome of the cities of North-Holland, with the aſ- — — 


ſiſtance of the Lubeckers, Hamburgers, and Cam- lib. 15. 
peners, ſuppreſſed thoſe robbers. | pag. 126, 

Soon after this the Hollanders being greatly an- 
noyed by the Flemiſp rovers, complained to count 
William ; yet we read not that he did any thing 
to prevent it, but ſent them away with this anſwer, 
Go you to ſea too, and let others complain of you. The 9/d 
The Hollanders accordingly went to ſea, and did written 
more hurt to the Flemings than they had ſuffered by 
them z whereupon theſe ſea-robberies ſoon ceaſed. 
We read alſo that about thirty years after, in the = 
time of Philip of Burgundy, earl of Holland, the Philip of © 
Hollanders loſt to the value of fifty thouſand guil- Burgun- 
ders by the Eaſterlings upon the ſeas, and could 
obtain no ſatisfaction or compenſation z which 
cauſed the cities of Dort, Haerlem, Amſterdam, J. F. le 
Gouda, Rotterdam, Horne, Enchuyſen, Middle- 1 
burgh, Veer, Fluſhing, and Armuiden, to ſet out des Pais 
many ſhips to ſea; with which having beaten the Bas. 
Eafterlings twice, and taken great, riches, they 
obtained of them in the year 1447, a very advan- 
tageous peace, and alſo of their allies the Spa- 
Wards, Venetians, and Prufſians ; the other Ne- 

h | therland 
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Phil. de 
Comines, 


J. F. le 
petit cro- 
nique. 


anders, to trade in thoſe countries; who not com. 


The Neceſſity of clearing Part Il. 


therland provinces, who were alſo under the ſub. 
jection of Philip of Burgundy, not concerni 
themſelves in theſe matters. And it is alſo tne, 
that the Hollanders and Zealanders in the year 1469 
endeavoured without Philips conſent, to ſurprize 
the famous pirate Rubempre, who infeſted their 
coaſt with his robberies. And it is obſervable that 
no convoy-money was in thoſe times ever required 
of the merchant for clearing the ſeas, but the ex. 
pence was borne by the country, or by the ear 
themſelves, and was conſtantly deducted from the 
ſubſidies granted to him ; nor were there any other 
except the ordinary judges to determine of matters 
concerning prizes and goods taken, 

All which, except the laſt, remained conſtantly 
in uſe in the times of the earls, who were of the 
houſe of Auſtria ; for the Eaſtern cities in the year 
1510, making war againſt the king of Denmark, 
prohibited the Hollanders, Zealanders, and Fri. 


plying, and the Eaſtlanders thereupon taking eight 
Holland ſhips, the province of Holland alone fell 
into an open war with them; which the other M. 
therland provinces took fo little notice of, that the 
Eaſterlings having at ſeveral times during the war 
taken fifty Holland ſhips, went to ſell ſome of their 
prizes even in Zealandand Flanders. And tho' they 
were ſued there by the owners, and the goods re- 
ſtored by the admiralties as unlawful prizes, yet ti 
evident that this was.obtained rather on the account 
of favour than juſtice, 

The emperor Charles V. in the year 153! 
having recommended queen Mary of Hungary hi 
ſiſter to the government of the Netherlands, and 
choſen a good council. of ſtate for her, cauſed theſe 
words to be inſerted in their inſtructions: That 
« they ſhould continue to the cities their former cu- 


& ſtoms, that in time of need, and when matters 
[4 Can 


<> ow — a — ming 0 
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« can ſuffer no delay, they may ſet out ſhips of 
« war at the charge of the country, that ſo they 
« may reſiſt all pirates and ſuch like enemies of the 
« commonwealth, and take and make prize of 
them, provided that the puniſhment be left to 
« the judgment of the admiralty.” Whereupon, in 
the year 1532, it happened, that the Hollanders, 
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by order of the ſaid emperor, as earl of Holland, 


put certain ſhips into the hands of his brother-in- 


hw, Chriſtiernus of Denmark, in order to recover J. F. le 
tis kingdom, from which he had been expelled. Petit 214. 


Upon this the Eaſterlings forbidding all Holland 
ſhips to paſs the Sound, cauſed great poverty in 
Amſterdam, and the northern quarter, without re- 
dreſs from the emperor, or any other province, till 
the Lubeckers, in the following year, taking a ſhip 
of Edam upon the coaſt of Zealand, the Amſterdam- 
mers, to whom the lading belonged, complained 
at the court of Bruſſels, and obtained a general ſei- 
zure of all the ſhips and goods belonging to the Lu- 
beckers and Hamburghers, that were to be found in 
the Netherlands. For ſeeing, notwithſtanding the 
wars with Holland, they continually kept their 
traffick going in Brabant and Flanders, they by 


this ſeizure ſuffered ſo great a loſs, that immediately 


peace was clapped up, yet with this condition, that 
the Hollanders ſhould not aſſiſt king Chriftiernus, 
nor during the war uſe his havens of Norway. 

By all this we may eaſily perceive how ſlenderly 
the free navigation was then defended or ſecured ; 
and things will never be better in Holland whilſt 
courtiers have any command there. On the other 
ide, we may alſo ſee what ſingular care the ſtates 
of Holland took on the 26th. of Auguſt 1547, and 
would always take for a free navigation whenſoever 
that matter ſhould be intruſted to them; for tho? 
= condition was then low, and the times peace- 
adle, yet they fitted out eight ſhips of war for the 

\ ' defence 
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Semein's defence of our herring fiſhery, and for their pay. 

— ment eſtabliſhed that tax which is called the grey 

Him. impoſt. And even in the time of that tyrant king 

King Phi- Philip II. it is evident by the advice of the proyin. 

lip 2d. cjal court to thoſe of the ſecret council, relating to 

the admiralty, “ That purſuant to the privileges 

« judgments, and antient cuſtoms, the ſtadtholder 

« of Holland uſed to take cognizance of all matters 

« pertaining to the admiralty, and are ſubject ty 

„no other admiral ; and that the placaet tranſmir- 

„ ted by Adolph of Burgundy ought not to take 

é place, till the ſtadtholders and ſtates of Holla 

*« were firſt heard concerning it; and that all the 

e power given by the ſame placaet ought to be at. 

© © tributed to the ſtadtholder; and that count Ha 

„being appointed admiral-general of the Naber. 

% lands by the king of Spain, anſwered thereupon 

in the year 1562, That he deſired firſt to ſe 

G <«. the forenamed privileges, and then would gie 
& his further anſwer thereunto.” 

Py. Wil But during the troubles which ſoon after folloy- 

liam tot ed, this affair took quite another courſe. For count 

care 4 Horn the admiral general being beheaded, and 

_ 5 prince William of Orange as ſtadtholder of Ha. 

cauſe be land, Zealand and Utrecht, being in the year 1568, 

could not baniſhed. the country; and knowing no expedient 

447. but to raiſe men and money in order to his return, made 

— Hufe of his own authority, n 1569, and as adm 

our inba- fal- general gave out commiſſions to take all Spani 

bitants. P. and other ſhips that ſailed without his commiſſion: 

C. Hoofd. and afterwards in Fuly 1572, obtained liberty df 

ch 2 the ſtares of Holland to appoint a lieutenant-admiral 

_ who, by the advice and approbation of the maritime 

book 6. fol. towns, ſhould make choice of the captains of the 

282: ſhips of war: and moreover obtained leave to con- 

ſtitute commiſſioners to take cognizance of maritime 


affairs, who were to receive the tenth part of F 
| t 


the prizes for the commonwealth, and the fifth/of. 
that tenth part for the admiral-general. 
Whereupon in October that lame year, the firſt E. V. 


* * % 
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and month of April, this was imitated, and practiſed 

by thoſe of Holland. And being thus begun, in 

order to diſtreſs the enemy and weaken the Ant- 

ver pers, as well as to increaſe the trade and navi- 

cation of Holland and Zealand, it yielded in cuſtom 

the firſt year eight hundred and fifty thoufand guil- 

ders: and this pleaſed them ſo in that great neceſ- 

fry of money for their common and neceſſary de- 

fence, that, ſoon after they found it expedient to 

charge all goods exported or imported to and from 

neutral places, failing out or coming into theſe 

countries, with convoy-money. And tho this 

tended to the extreme prejudice of the trade and 

navigation. of Holland, yet there was no remedy, 

partly becauſe all Hollaud would otherwiſe have 

been conquered by the Span iſb forces] and partly 

becauſe by the pacification of Ghent, anno 1376. 

cuſtoms or licence-money was to ceaſe, whereby 

the Antwerpers were moſt of all burdened with 

convoy-money. | | b 
In the mean time prince Villiam had on July 11. P. Borre. 

1575, procured a power of the ſtates of Holland 534-119 

during the war with Spain, either in the king's 

name, or his own, to command or prohibit any- 

thing as he thought good, both in polity, contri- 

bution or war, by water or land : and on the 25th 

of April 15976, by the union of Holland with Zea- Bont 9. f. 

land, he there obtained the like authority. On 3“. 

the 23d of September, in the year 1576, the _— 

Ss 0 
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of admiralty of Zealand was erected, where one 
Holland and fix Zealand counſellors were to deter. 
mine by the plurality of voices all matters that 
might occur; yet ſo, that the lieutenant- admiral 
of Zealand ſhould be obliged to obey the ſaid prince, 
or his lieutenant-governor count Hobenlo, in al] 
B. 9. . things. Which orders were continued both in Hy. 
164 land and Zealand to the year 1584, without any 
great prejudice to the inhabitants. For tho? the 
| proſperity of the country, and clearing of the ſea 
from enemies, depended merely on the care and 
will of one perſon only, and that there was no rea. 
ſon to expect they ſhould be employed to the ad. 
vantage of the people, but ſo long (and no longer) 
han it agreed with that perſon's own benefit, and 
nded to the augmentation of his power : yet the 
ople of Holland and Zealand were then very for. 
tunate herein, all the Nether landiſþ havens revolting 
from the king, we being ſtill permitted to drive 
our trade with Spain, and very few piracies being 
committed : and beſides, the ſaid prince could not 
attend, ſupport and augment his own private inte- 
reſts and grandeur againſt that great and formidable 
power of Spain, but in conjunction with the pro- 
ſperity of thoſe deſpiſed ſmall countries, and their 
poor inhabitants; which on that account he endea- 

voured to promote. | 
The char- Notwithſtanding which, after the death of the 
ing of the ſaid prince William, the ſtates of Holland and Zea- 
2 ”,, land thought not fit that the proſperity of the land, 
| _— and clearing of the ſeas, ſhould be wholly in the 
rice aud hands of one ſingle perſon. For tho' they did on 
the E. of the 1ſt of November, anno 1585, make his fon 
| 8 Maurice ſtadtholder of Holland and Zealand, and 
P. Borre, conſequently alſo admiral of the ſaid countries; yet 
20. p. $5, they limited him by his commiſſion and inſtructions, 
$6 commanding him to execute all affairs relating ta 
war and polity with advice and conſent of the gen- 
;{ a 
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and council of the ſaid countrits, who were to 
iſt his excellency, and alſo to conſent to ſuch fur- 
ther inſtruct ions as ſhould be given him. And be- 
ſddes, on the iſt of February 1586, they placed Ro- 
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ert Dudly earl of Leiceſter above him, as governor, 55% 20. 
captain, and admiral-general ; to whom they added folio 7. 


the council of ſtate, with inſtructions importing 


among other things, artic. 121, and 13. That 
« The money proceeding from convoys ſhall be 
« every where equally levied, and the charges of 


« ſuch convoys firſt paid, with the coſt of - equip- 
« ing the ſhips of war, and all that belongs to 


« them, as they were deſigned and originally 
appointed; and that the ſaid convoy-money ſhall 
« not be employed to any other ule than for pay- 


« ment of the ſaid charge, and ſetting out the ſaid 


« ſhips of war; for which end alſo ſhall be added 
« whatever ſums ſhall proceed from prizes, and 
« cuſtoms, in caſe his excellency ſhall at any time 
« think fit, purſuant to the act of conſent agreed 
« on by the ſtates-general, in relation to the matter 
« of contribution. 

« Nevertheleſs, the cities have, and ſhall continue 
“to have, the liberty (as often as ſhall be found 
* neceſſary) and when the matter can bear no- 
* delay, to arm themſelves for the ſea, and ſer 
* out ſhips of war at the coſt and charge of the 
* country, againſt pirates and other enemies of the 
* commonwealth, to withſtand, take and. ſeize 
* them, provided the cognizance and puniſhment 
* of ſuch crimes, with the ſhips and goods fo 
* taken, be left to the deciſion and diſpoſal of 
* the admiralty, which his excellency ſhall chuſe 


* and commiſſionate out of the provinces that ſub- Placaet 
* tilt by maritime traffick,” Book p. 
Moreover the faid governor and captain-general 53% 


declared, on the 30th of Ap;il of the ſame year, by 
placaet, 
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Placaet, touching the payment of convoy and 


cuſtom 3; | | 1 
« That the ſtates general of the United Provincy 


c of the Netherlands, to ſupport the charge of 


+ ſetting out ſuch ſhips of war as are neceſſary for 
© the defence and ſecurity of the forefaid Unite 
« Provinces, have conſented, given and put into 
his hands, the produce of certain impoſitions, 
<« and publick revenues, which they have conſented 
to be given, and received for convoy, upon 
e goods imported into and exported out of theſe 


' <* ſaid countries, according to the book of rates 


But the 
earl of 
Leiceſter 


nueglected 


it, and 
greatly 
prohibited 
our nawi- 
gation. 


e already made, or to be made; as alſo the pro- 
e fits and ſums which we may levy upon merchan- 
% dize, that under the title of licence, or fafe 
conduct, may be permitted to be carried to the 
* havens and places of the enemies juriſdiction.” 

But the earl of Leiceſter was hot ſo irreconcileable 
to Spain as the prince of Orange, and relying on 
the power of the Engliſh, deſigned to defend thele 
countries againſt Spain, and then to divide and ſhare 
the whole ſeventeen provinces with the prince of 
Parma, whom he had tempred to comply ; well 
knowing, that if the worſt ſhould happen, he could 
return to England and live upon his eſtate : fo that 


the defects of this order ſoon appeared, and that 


P. Borre 
hiſt. 49-4 


21. p. 47. 


too great an authority in maritime affairs was 
intruſted to a perſon who was not ſufficiently con- 
cerned for the proſperity of Holland's navigation, 
and who, to eſtabliſh his tyrannica! power with 
the Engliſh of his faction about him, favoured 
ſtrangers and foreigners, more than the natives of 
Holland, For about two months after, he prohi- 
bited, by publick proclamation, not only our 
navigation to Spain, and all the enemies countries, 
but even to carry to neutral places all proviſions, 
and ammunition of war, whatever is neceffary fot 
ſhipping : he alſo ſtrictly prohibited the ſending of 

| : any 


any kind of merchandize out of theſe countries by 


. by 


f 
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the Maeſe, Rhine, &c. or by ſea, on this fide of 

Rouen and Bremen; notwithſtanding the ſtates of 

Holland and Zealand earneſtly repreſented to him 

how much this would tend. tg the benefit of all 

adjacent foreign countries, and in particular of 

England, and to the great detriment of our own 

inhabitants. So that if this earl of Leiceſter had 

not the next year after been neceſſitated ro depart out 

of theſe countries to England, by the courage and 
reſolution of the ſtates of Hollaud, and there, by 

command of queen Elizabeth, to deliver up his 
commiſſion of governour, captain, and admiral- 

general, theſe countries had been utterly ruined. 

Prince Maurice had almoſt the fame powers con- Anger his 
ferred on him nominally, but the whole manage- Sture, 
ment was really in the ſtates of the ſeveral pro- , 
vinces, and governors of the maritime cities du- ,- = 
ring his youth. In which time the affairs of the Maurice's 
ſa were ſo well look'd after, that in our hiſtories i, 
we read of very few, or no ſea-robberies, *cill the 8 
month of June in the year 1595, when ſome Hol- ,z, lates 
land ſhips of. war that were lying on the watch and cities 
before Dunkirk, and about the Maeſe, were com- once d 
manded away to France by the prince (who was . 
then at the age of 28 years) to bring over the old P. Borre, 
princeſs of Orange, The Dunkirkers taking that = = 
opportunity, took many of our herring-buſles, and 3 33; 
merchantmen, for the moſt part before our own ports. ave ban, 

And altho' the admiralties, eſpecially-thoſe of for the 
Amſterdam and Horn, complained of this ill court- 1 
government at the Hague to the committee of coun- —— 
eil and deputies at their general aſſembly, and je fza- 
above all others had the greateſt reaſon to complain ſarag ix- 
of prince Maurice, at whoſe pleaſure our good Babitant.. 
people that live by trade and fiſhery, were left 
lor a prey; yet durſt they not blame him for 
, but only deſired to have better orders = 

| L | or 
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for the future, But the dread of this prince, in. 
creaſing with his years, was already become ſo 
great, that in lieu of better orders, his favourite, 
under that pretext obtain'd an order whereby the 
authority and power of thoſe Holland cities that 
had ſuffered moſt, and muſt ſtill ſuffer in time to 
come, were curb'd and broken ; and on the other 
ſide, the authority and power of the generality, and 
eſpecially of the prince, who are little or not at all 

Tiafler, affected by loſſes at ſaa, was greatly increaſed, Fot 


ea poliiy. in the year 1597, prince Maurice, the ſtates· general, 


Þ 1597. and the five admiralties agreed on an order, which 


Holland for the moſt part is ſtill in being, pretending it 


was bereft vould be an expedient for the better management 


ener and executing the affairs of the admiralty and its 


| byjea, and dependances. But becauſe kings and princes, and 


how. inland provinces, never uſe to conſider the guard 
of the ſea, but always to neglect it, unleſs they fear 

that for want of a free navigation they cannot ſub-. 

ſiſt on the land, the miſchief of this order was ſoon 
diſcovered ; for by it prince Maurice (being now 

as the age of 30, and conceiving that theſe countries 

were brought into ſuch a condition, that they could 

very well ſubſiſt againſt the power of Spain) had 

power to do all things, ſince no perſons without 

his commiſſion could fer out any ſhips of war 

againſt pirates or other enemies, and that he could. 

| make choice of all captains and ſuperior officers to 
Mie ptr command the ſhips of the ſtates, out of a double lit 
of Orange, laid before him, and indeed without it; and beſides, 
and the might ſit as admiral-general, and his licutenant- 
inland admiral, of Holland and Zealand, or Friezland, 


| provinces, jn all or any of thoſe admiralties, and vote at the 


3 upper end of the board to direct all affairs relating 


concern'd, to the treaſury, juſtice and war, as well as the lea. 
were veſl- And moreover, the inland provinces, whom thc 
ed with 4 navigation concerned not at all, obtain'd nevertbe- 


N leſs by that order a right of electing from among 


fairs. 5 themſelves ) 
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themſelves z- viz. Guelderland three, Utrecht two, 
| Overyſſel likewiſe two commiſſioners for the affairs 
of the admiralty : and Holland, which alone fre- 
quents the ſea ten times more than Zealand, Frie/- 
land, and Groningen, muſt by that rule permit in 
all their three admiralties, that to their four com- 
miſſioners, three out of the other provinces be 
added; Holland in lieu thereof only having the pri- 
vilege of chuſing one commiſſioner to the admiralty 
of Frieſland; which admiralty for want of ordinary 
revenue doth not uſe to ſet out any ſhips for clearing 
the ſeas, even in time of the greateſt general neceſ- 
ſity, and conſequently could avail them nothing, 
For tho? the province of Zealand frequent the ſea 
more than Friefland, and therefore by its revenue 
can ſet out ſhips of war; and ſuppoſing Holland 
might ſend two commiſſioners of admiralty thither, 
yet would it not tend to the benefit of Holland, 
ſeeing the ſtates of Zealand, with whom prince 
Maurice could do what he pleaſed, when he ſhould 
in earneſt adviſe them to it, cannot now be moved 
by the ſtates of Holland, and of the other pro- 
vinces, to range themſelves in that order with 
Holland. But the Zealanders will continually go-— 
vern all affairs at land and ſea by their ſeven com- 
miſſioners, aſſuming the name of Commiſſioners of 


ld. be admiraliy, when two commiſſioners out of Hol- Ard tho 

o nd, one for Utrecht, and one for Groningen are Zealand 

i Joined with them. So that theſe ſeven commiſ- hon me 
2 ſioners of Zealand, with the additional power of — 
. the ſtates of Zealand, as alſo by their former ſepa- maritime 
d, tate aſſembly and deliberation, do often exclude ie ts 
he theother commiſſionersfrom all matters; and thereby —— 


'g always fo eaſily overvote them, that they can do 2347 den- 
. no ſervice for the common good and for Holland, cern'd 

ie but when it pleaſeth the Zealanders. And before en- 

e. they may ſerve, or take the charge of their offices cles; ; 

s in the reſpective admiralties as commiſſioners, thoſe bi. 3054 
$3 . 6 that 32.5. 724. 
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that are ſo elected muſt receive their commiſſions 
of the ſtates-genera], and there make oath, as well 
as the receivers general of the reſpective quarters, 
fiſcals, ſecretaries, head-commiſſioners, colleRor 
and comptrollers; who nevertheleſs being nomi. 
nated by the reſpective admiralties, are choſen by 
the ſtates-general out of a double number. But the 
reſpective admiralties do each in their quarters ab. 
ſolutely diſpoſe of the offices of the equipage. 
maſter, and vendu- maſter, door-keepers, meſſen. 

gers and ſearchers, Oc. 
And moreover by theſe new orders, compteirs 
or offices were erected, as well in the inland 
provinces, as in the other, and on the rivers 
and inlets of the ſea, in all thoſe countries that 
have no. vote to receive money for convoy and 
cuſtom of all goods going to and from Holland, 
and other United Provinces ſituate on the ſea, and 
that by officers and licence-maſters depending on 
the faid ſtates-general, or the reſpect ive admiralties, 
So that tho? the inhabitants of Halland paid ſeven 
parts of eight of all cuſtoms and convoy-money, 
which uſed to be employed for the ſervice of Hul. 
land, or at leaſt at the pleaſure of that province 
alone; yet ſince that order they are all neverthelels 
made ſubject to the admiralties, or to the ſtates- 
general, where Holland hath but one vote; or to 
the other provinces, where Holland hath no vote. 
of all which tevenues, and of extraordinary ſubſidies, 
the admiralties are not bound to give account to the 
ſtates of the provinces wherein they reſide, but to 
the ſtates- general, among whom there are ſo many 
perſons unconcern'd; and beſides, conſidering the 
deficiency of thoſe from whom they have their com. 
miſſions, in bringing in their quota's or ſhares 0! 
money, it muſt be preſumed that they will always 
keep none of the beſt accounts againſt themlelve, 


and conſequently are unfit to keep other colleges {0 
under 
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ſo few as ſeven perſons, they may enrich them- 
ſelves with the publick money, and be able to 


play at the game of hodie mibi cras tibi. 


On the other fide, Zealand holding all its ad- 
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under the bridle; and eſpecially conſiſting of Let have 


they ob- 
tained a 
great pow- 
er of di- 
rection a- 
tout the 


miniſtrative power of maritime affairs within itſelf, 
ſent nevertheleſs into all admiralties one commil- 
ſioner, who was to continue there during life, 
with the triennial commiſſioners of Holland, by that 
long continuance or perpetuity, ſubtilly ro encou- 


rage the Hollanders to aſſiſt them in managing all 


maritime affairs according to their particular inte- 
reſt, Therefore that this new order might not be 
too offenſive to Holland, it was propoſed by the 
ſtates general, and prince Maurice of Orange, 
that it ſhould take place but for a year, without 
any intention of pre judicing the provinces in gene- 
ral, or any of the provinces, cities, or members 
in particular, or creating to themſelves any new 
power; tho' all men might eaſily imagine, that 
the power of the States General, and prince of 
Orange, being ſufficient to introduce this order for 
a year, would be a' ſo ſufficient to continue the 
lame ſo long as it tended to their profit. 

And indeed we have found by the continuation 
of this order, that the ſtates general, or the other 
provinces, together with the admiralties that were 
out of Holland, have done very little towards the 
guard of the ſcas; but on the contrary have, to 


the prejudice of Holland, and for the benefit of % 


their own inhabitants, ſo managed their courts and ;; very de- 
admiralties, ia order to draw the trade to them- inental 
ſelves, or at leaſt the paſſage of the merchandizes 4% Hol- 


of Holland, that they have ſuffered goods coming 
n, or going out, to pay either none ſometimes, or 
{at other times much leſs duty of convoy and cu- 
ſtoms, than is expreſſed in the book of rates; and 


nd. 


yet have given inland paſſports and diſcharges as if 
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the duty had been fully paid, that ſo they may by 

the way of Bergen, and. Sas van Gent, Sluys, &c. 

and Zealand, without further queſtion, carry them 

into Holland. Nay, we have often ſeen that when 

the ſtates general, with the united fuffrages of our 
common allies, have prohibited ſome certain com- 
modities to be imported into, or — out of 

the United Provinces; yet hath the admiralty of 

Ly. Zealand by their own authority, ſuffered ſuch goods 
Aitzm. to be imported and exported, to the great benefit 
book 16. p. of their inhabitants, and the intolerable bt 


—_ 'p. ble, to draw the trade from Holland into Zealand, 


723. And as to what relates to all the colleges of the 
_ generality, as well as the admiralties reſiding in 
Holland, it is well known that the other provinces, 
in order to obtain more power and authority to their 
Eſpecial! reſpective principals, tho? ro the prejudice of the 

aff - 4 Ly | f ; 
ben 45, common freedom, and of Holland in particular, 
Zealan- do ſend and continue all their commiſſioners for 
ders or the moſt part during their lives, or at leaſt for 
otver firan- many years: whereby they being ſtrangers in Hol- 
3 land, do often carry things againſt our triennial 
70 be the commiſſioners of Holland, even in the diſpoſal of 
Gecom- our own affairs, conferring moſt of the offices and 
; 1 benefices depending on colleges upon their favo- 
e rites, and often alſo upon ſtrangers. 


ad vitam. 
or for very | And 
_—_ * Libertatis enim intereſt ne magna imperia diuturna {int 
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And this is found to be moſt of all prejudicial 
to Holland, when the fiſcals, ſecretaries, receivers, 
chief cuſtomers, commiſſioners of the navy and 
prizes, Ic. belonging to the ſaid colleges of the 
admiralty, who ſerve in thoſe offices for the moſt 
part during life, and beſides are ſtrangers in Hol- 
land, through a natural love to themſelves, their % 
own country, or their own college, or by an in- . 
nate envy to the welfare of Holland, uſe their au- too hard 
thority and power to the utmoſt againſt the Hol- our 
land merchants, to the prejudice of our trade, but — 
very faintly againſt the inhabitants of their own —— 
province, Yea, tho? the advocate, fiſcal, or chief /ettled but 
cuſtomer be a Hollander, yet if his habitation lie /r *hree 
on the Maeſe, or in the Northern quarter; by the“. 
ſame evil inclination and envy he can ſo plague 
the merchants of the rich city of Amſterdam, by 
ſizing their goods, and ſo greatly favour thoſe of 
the Maeſe, or the Northern quarter, in the entries 
of their imported and. exported goods, that they 
are compelled forthwith to tranſport their trade, 
and paſſage of their goods from the places where 
they are oppreſt, to thoſe parts or colleges of ad- 
miralty where they may be juſtly dealt with. 

And tho* Holland at the beginning of theſe new Holland 
orders of the year 1597, was ſo happy, that our 4 its 
enemies had only two havens on the north ſea, © _ 
S/uys (lying between Oſtend and the iſland Valcbe- rw , 
ren) and Dunkirk, at that time without the Scheurt- for ſeour- 
jen, having ſo narrow and ſhallow a haven, that ing the 
our laden fly boats and buſſes which they took, or, 
their very gallies, *could not lie in ſafety ; ſo that 
both theſe {ca ports could do us but little damage, 
when we would take care to lie before them, or 
pick up thoſe petty capers in theſe narrow ſeas. 

And tho? we happen'd to loſe Oftend, yet in re- 
compence we took from the enemy the city. of 
das, and its miſchievous gallies. Notwithſtand- 
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The Dun- ing all this, I ſay, the Dunkirkers did us continu- 
nA ally much greater damage after theſe admiralties 
gan to | 
inſet the Were erected, than ever before. So that the mer. 
aa. chants in the year 1599 complain'd, © That they 
E. Reyd. could not at all weaken the enemy by ſo many 
hiſt. p. © ſhips of war, and ſo much convoy-money paid 
536. and raiſed for that end. That the ſea captains 
& were choſen more for favour than fitneſs; and. 
„that in the admiralties men were placed who 
e underſtood nothing of maritime affairs, nor va- 
„ lued them, as having nothing to loſe that way.” 
And tho? all thefe accuſations might have been 
more juſtly laid to the charge of the ſtates general, 
and the prince of Orange, than on theſe new com- 
miſſioners of the admiralty ; yet neither the mer- 
chants, nor our fiſhers, durſt make the leaſt com- 
plaint of his exceſſive power, nor of their own 
Ema Mee. loſſes; tho? in the year 1600, many of their ſhips 
teren, 620k and "buſſes were burnt and ſunk ; and their three 
21. convoys were by fourteen Dunkirk ſhips of war 
And ſome taken, or forced to fly. After which the ſtates 
avere not genera, in lieu of better defending the trading 
 «ci//ing 10 inhabitants of theſe countries, took upon them in 
mate #/e9f the year 1602 to prohibit them to traffick beyond 
the ſtates | ; * 
power to the Cape de Buona Eſperanca, in any of thoſe 
defend onr incredibly great and rich A/atick countries, by 
traders, granting that commerce wholly to an Eaſt-India 
_ 2 company for the term of one and twenty years then 
traffck be. next enſuing. 5 
ond the And as the ſtates general, in the year 1603, 


cape of ſeemed publickly to acknowledge the infufficiency 
Hore Of thele new admirälties, partly by making the 
Pe. firſt ordinances for the arming and manning out of 
all ſhips failing upon account of merchandize or 
See the fiſhing, together with the admiralties; and partly 
Flacaet ſeeing the inhabitants of theſe countries were by 
0 M theſe new ordinances unmeaſurably taxed, and yet 
no better defended than formerly againſt P 

| an 
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and enemies at ſea, they were neceſſitated to give 
ſuch inhabitants as deſired it, commiſſions to ſet 


out ſhips of war to weaken the enemy. In which 4 i. 
it was obſerved,” that the ſaid privateers ſought ** 
rather for the enemy's merchant-ſhips, where they /ail se 
might meet with great prize, and few blows, than /ee-boot- 
their ſhips of war and pirates, where there was . 


ſmall prize and many blows to be expected. And 
accordingly our own - merchant-ſhips and fiſhers 
were little or nothing relieved thereby; and like- 
wiſe our own privateers moleſted and damaged, as 


well as the good inhabitants of the United Pro- 


vinces, as the ſubjects of kings, princes, and re- 
publicks in amity with us, both in their perſons 


and eſtates. Upon which the States General in ve the 
the year 1606, found it neceſſary to revoke and placact 
call in all ſuch commiſſions, and to raſſe four books. 


hundred "thouſand guilders by an extraordinary 
ſubſidy, to ſet to fea more ſhips of war againſt 
the enemy; which notwithſtanding did not per- 
form the deſigned work aimed at of ſcouring or 
clearing the ſeas. . | 

Tis a matter very worthy obſervation, that 


before the year 1597, when the ſea was render'd 


ſafe and navigable by thole governors who were 


moſt concerned, there was very little damage 


ſuffered z and the great overplus of the convoy and 
cuſtom money, was imployed in getting things 
neceſſary for the war by land: and that ſince the 
erecting of theſe new admiralties, we have not 
only continually ſuffer'd great loſſes by ſea; but 
belides the convoy and cuſtom money, very many 


extraordinary ſubſidies have been levied upon the 23, Hol- 


people for the. guard of the ſea. 


And thus the ſtate of theſe maritime affairs con- bout the 
tinued till the truce was made; at which time the Mediter- 


ſtates ſuppoſing that all robbing at ſea would ceaſe, 


greatly leſſened the duties upon imported and ex- Age 
| | ported pirares. 
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ported goods, in favour of trade and navigation, 
And on the other ſide, by our ſecurity and want 
of ſhips of war, the Moors of Algier, Tunis, and 


| Sally, who had been expelled from Spain about. 


that time, as well as our diſcharged ſeamen, who 
then ſerved under Simon den Danſor, Capt. Ward, 
Nicholas Campane, and others, had great oppor- 
tunities of taking our richeſt ſhips, in and about 
the M.diterranean fea, both during and after the 
truce, And becauſe this happen'd ſo very fre- 
quently, I ſhall not detain the reader with the 
relation of thoſe accidents, but leave him to calcu- 


late how great and prejudicial thoſe piracies were, / 
ſince the Algerines in the years 1620, and 1621, 
. within the ſpace of thirteen months took of Holland 


ſhips alone 143 fail ; Amſterdam alone eſteemed 
their loſs at 124 tuns of gold, and the whole was 


computed at 300 tuns of gold. 


And whereas during the truce with Spain, our 
whale-fiſhing increaſed much, it uſually happened 
that the Engliſh, when they were ſtrongeſt to the 


- northward, drove away our fiſhers, and took ſome 


of their ſhips and fiſh; and king Fames refuſed to 


give ſatisfaction for the ſame, inſiſting; that his 
ſubjects had the ſole right of fiſhing in thoſe ſeas, 


And on the contrary, when the Ho/landers were 
ſtronger, tho? firſt attacked, yet the Engliſb ſhips 


taken by us, and brought into theſe countries, were 


by order of the ſtates general reſtored again to the 
Engliſh ; which diſorder, and taking our whale- 
fiſhers, continued ſtill after the truce, and was 
much increaſed by the king of Denmark, who pre- 


tending to the right of thoſe Northern ſeas, did 


great damage to that fiſhery. | 
So that I ſhall think it worth while to ſhew the 
means which the ſtates genera], the prince 

Orange, and the admiralties uſed to free our inha- 
bitants, who ſubſiſted by the ſea, from thoſe mil- 


chicks 
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chiefs and moleſtations. And firſt as to our trade 

and navigation in the Mediterranean : after Simon To redreſ; 
Danſer, Nicholas Campane, and others had taken , the 
and plunder'd great numbers of our ſhips, and - 
were grown weary of pirating, it was found con- F 
venient to ſave the expences of taking and pu- pardeni 
niſhing them; and on the contrary, to grant them <= 
pardons, and to permit them to return to their Ye. 
own country, where all the good people that had 

ſuſtained loſſes by them, have ſeen thoſe pirates wage. 
with aking hearts, and not without fear, that by nar's fe- 
ſuch impunity other debauched perſons might be v re- 
encouraged to the Jike villainous attempts.” And Jong 

33 to the Turkiſh pirates, who could not be invited 

to come in, and leave their piracies, it was found Several” 
expedient, anno 1612, to ſend Haga ambaſſador 7 of 
to Conſtantinople ;, and in the year 1622, to ſend at gang 
Pytuter to Algier and Tunis. Which ambaſſadors 4 du- 
arriving with great preſents, and fleets of ſhips of ring this 
war, eaſily obtained capitulations and agreements ** a- 
of free commerce z upon which our inhabitants — 4 
relying too much, the pirates fell again to their 1637. 
uſual trade, as ſoon as our ſhips of war were failed 630. 
away 3 and we ſuffered more loſſes from time to Baudart, 
time, than if there never had been any peace or 4if. p. 
accord made. Upon this the ſtates general en- 182. % 
deavoured by our ambaſſadors in France, Spain, * „. 
and England, to move thoſ: kings to ſuppreſs thoſe * — 
pirates with ſome ſhips of force. But ſeeing thoſe 
monarchs valued nor their ſubjects ſo much as to 


be at that charge for them, and that the fr edom , 46 


of the ſeas from piracy Was not ſo much their con- our ab, 


cern as ours; or that the Turks being not able, by ., 
reaſon of their inconſiderable navigation, to depre- , 1 22x 
date ſo much on their ſubj-&s as they could on 22 pri 
ours, and would much rather make peace with rac, 
France and England, and keep it better too than 
with us; the ſtates general cauſed the admiralties 

3 ſucceſſively 
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ſucceſſively to ſet to ſea ſhips of war to deſtroy the 
pirates, in the years 1614, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, Hr. 

But taking few pirate ſhips, becauſe moſt of 
them, while our men of war cruis'd in the Megiter. 
rantan, came not out of their harbours ; this an- 
ſwered not our ends, till finally after the year 1650, 
during the free government of Holland, it was 
obſerved that we could neither make any firg) and 
durable peace with thoſe pirates, nor root them 
out; and that if we ſuppreſs'd them at our own 


charge, yet our traffick and navigation would not, 


according to our aim and defire, be at all encreaſed 
but rather diminiſh. . Upon which the admiralty 
of Amſterdam, and afterwards other admiralties, 


- purſuing cloſely the true intereſt of Holland, ſent out 


1 
1 


yearly a number of ſhips of war to convoy our 
merchant ſhips (which according to certain rules 
agreed on, were to be well mann'd and arm'd) 


ö through the treigbis of Gibraltar, and out and 


home from the Levant, So that the Hollander. 


| fince that time have ſuſtained very little loſs, and 


And io 4 


© pray and 

egtreat 

the Eng- 
liſh. 


have very much increaſed their navigation and 
trade into thoſe parts. 

In the 2d. place concerning the diſturbing of 
our whale-fiſhery, *cis plain that the ſtates general 
have done nothing more, than by their ambaſſa- 
dors to pray the reſpective kings, that ſuch actions 
might ceaſe in time to come. And afterwards 


_ obſerving ſuch addreſſes to prove ineffectual, they 


Fee the 
placact 
book, a u 


Tiaſſer' 


ſea polity. 


wars, and the Danes, either by reden of the 
growing power of the Swedes, had moye need. 


thought fit in the year 1622, to grant a patent to 


a Greenland company, excluding all others from 


taking of whale, that fo the ſaid company by 
their own power and ſtrength might defend them- 
ſelves againſt the moleſtations and robberies of 
ſtrangers. Which grant continued till the year 
1643, when the Engliſb by reaſon of their inteſtine 


of 
our 


* 
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our favour than formerly, or fearing our arms, 
and conſequently being leis dreaded by our whale- 
fers, all the inhabitants of theſe countries were 
-rmicted to fiſh on the ſaid north coaſt ; and the 
{aid iſbing by that freedom improved ſo incredibly, 
that the ſtates general in the ſecond war againſt 
Eng/and, being not able to defend them there, 
prohibited them to fiſh, principally for the uſe 
they had of mariners to man out our ſhips of war, 
for the defence of our country and free navigation, 

But thirdly, of the many robberies committed 
by the Dunkirkers, and the means uſed againft 
them, it is neceſſary to ſpeak more largely. 

In Flanders upon the expiration of the truce, 
the Spaniard had built at the enterance into Dun- 
irt upon the arm of the fea, the fort of Mardike, 
and alſo that which is called the Houte Wambais, 
or Wooden-doublct, ſo that great ſhips might at all er pr. 
times ſail out and bring their prizes in thither. The Maurice 
king of Shain cauſed likewiſe twelve fhips of war 2 at 

RE „ bw of m2 

to be built in Flanders, and encouraged the Fle. hn. 
mings to privateering againſt us by ſea. And ga of 
belies this, till the year 1025, he ſent ſuch pow- „ee truce, 
erful armies into the field, that Gulick and Breda and th 


ſites general, or to ſay better, of the new and vio- ct b:al%, 
lently intruded deputies of the generality, and of Te Dan- 
Maurice prince of Orange, who, ſince they would kirkers | 
admit of no prolongation of the truce at the deſire , So 
of the Spaniard, or the arch-duke, ought not to by % 
have rcj«Red their offer fo ſuddenly, but have 


hearkned to it, or at leaſt feign'd.to have done ſo, a;wns, 


that by this means they might have excited the 3½. book 


kings of France and England, who were then very 1. Pag. 38. 
jealyus of the power of Spain, and feared that by 89. 
continuation of the truce the Spaniard would fall 

upon them, to afliit us with a yearly nuraber of 

men and a ſum of money, in caſe we had reinga- 


> ged 
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ged in a war againſt Spain. Or laſtly, thoſe 
deputies of the generality, and the ſaid prince 
ſhould have — , uſe of that delay to put our 
frontiers into a better ſtate of defence, and to fall 
upon the enemy when they would grant him no 
further ceſſation : and no leſs prudence had been 
. neceſſary to increaſe our traffick, freedom of nayi- 
gation and fiſheries. Whereas on the other ſide, 


n in, they prohibited all our inhabitants to trade in An- 


the fates rica and Africa, by erecting a Weſt-India com- 
general pany anno 1621, under colour of diſtreſſing the 
ought % enemy more in thoſe parts. And in the ſaid year 


e they likewiſe prohibited our inhabitants to ſail to 


 inhabi- the Mediterranean, or to Cabo del Rey in the 
tante, wy Weſt- Indies for ſalt, unleſs in conſortſhip, promi. 


prohibited ſing them ſhips of war to convoy and defend them 
— „z back again. But this promiſe was without effect: 
tropick to for to free the admiralties of thoſe charges, and to 
the ſouth favour the ſaid company with that ſalt- trade, the 


end north, ſtates general, prince Maurice, and the admiralties 


2 very eaſily found it convenient to deprive the inha- 
bitants of theſe countries of that moſt conſiderable 


Ses the trade of ſalt, in favour of the VMaſt- India company, 


placaet where it continued only to the year 1623, when 
_ wo the K. of Spain, fearing that the ſaid company, by 
57% fortify ing themſelves, and by their own. power, 
would engroſs thoſe ſalt- pans, cauſed a fort to be 

raiſed there himſelf. So that our inhabitants by 

the placaet of the ſtates general, and our Wiſt- India 
company, and by means of that fort, were utterly 
deprived of that ſalt- trade. | 

And inſtead of protecting and defending our 
navigation from piracy, with better order and 

more ſtrength, they again drew in the inhabitants 

to fit our privateers, reducing the wonted duty out 


ee. of the prize goods, to the admiralties and admiral 
Jock, general, from 30 per cent, to 1 8 per cent. VIZ. 12 
to the ſtate, and fix for the admiral-general, of 
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ders were alſo publiſhed, that none ſhould fail to 

the eaſt country, and Norway, but in fleets of 40 

or more ſhips with two convoyers, or elſe with 4 
ſhips of defence without convoy. Yea, the ſtates , ,, 
and the prince of Orange thought it convenient to % Eaſt- 
continue that miſchievous grant or charter to the India 
Eaſt- India company for 21 years to come. So company 
that the ſtates general and the admiralties diſchar- _ _ 
ged themſelves of ſcouring the ſeas, as far as con- ,,,,,.1. 
cern'd Alia, Africa and America, and the traffick, 

of thoſe parts, together with the northern whale 

fiſhing, upon ſuppoſigon that all thoſe reſpective 
companies were ſufficient to drive on their trade 
without convoys from the ſtate, and to take care 

of their own affairs. But on the contrary, they 

found that the trade of theſe ſocieties was carried 

on with ſo great prejudice to the reſt of the peo- 7, M. 
ple, who were excluded, that if our governors great de- 
had then or ſhould now deal in the ſame manner pe of 
with the trade of Europe, by erecting companies 27%. 
excluſive of all others; for example, one company antes 

for the dealers in the Mediterranean, a ſecond of e Holland 
the French and Spaniſþ merchants, a third for the 7 
Laſtern and Northern merchants, a fourth for the — 
Britiſh and Iriſh traders, a fifth for the haddock, 

cod and herring fiſheries, Sc. I ſay, if they had 

done this, one tenth part of our inhabitants would 

not have been able to live, and earn their bread, 

So that Holland would ſoon have been ruin'd, even 

tho' the trade of thoſe companies had been carried 

on with fo great induſtry, that notwithſtanding 

any reſolutions taken by France, England, Sweden, 

and the ſtates of 7ely, to diſturb, prohibit and 

prevent foreign manufactures, and conſequently 
thoſe of Holland to be brought into their countries, x 
jet each of thoſe companies in the ſmall compaſs 

of our . Europe had driven a greater trade than the 


whole Eaſt India company now drives to the in- 
C:nparably greater, mightier and richer A/a, 


both 


= extraordi- 


4 


a See Aitz- 


nalty 
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both in goods and money. For it cannot he 
denied, that the free Zaſtern trade alone, the 
herring-fiſhing alone, and the French trade alone, 
produce ten times more profit to the ſtate, and the 
commonalty of Holland, than twelve or ſixteen ſhi 
which yearly fail from Holland to the Eaft-Indies 
do now yield to the ſtate, and the inhabitants. 
And as to the adminiſtration and care of our ad. 
miralties with reſpect to the ſea, after the expiration 


ma's Of the truce, and during the life of prince Maurice, 


bust. a million of florins was raiſed for the year 162, 


and 600000 for 1624, by extraordinary ſubſidies, 
Ard yet with admiralty and convoy- money, and product of 
headed the cuſtoms, which were again levied as in the year 
e 1603. With theſe aids they fitted out ſhips of war, 
Holland Ordering ſome to lie before the Flemiſs havens, and 
more than Others to convoy our merchantmen to the eaſtward 
ever with and weſtward : yet ſuch was the management, that 
z. our ſhips of war came often ſo late before thoſe 


liel for havens, that the enemy's ſhips were put out to ſea 


ouring before their arrival; or elſe to avoid the uſual ſtorms 


the ſeas, of autumn, or to be revictualled, left the Flemiſb 
2 — coaſt ſo early, that commonly before, or at leaſt in 
Re. the winter, the enemy with many of their ſhips 
A of war, would go out ſometimes by night, or even 
1 by day-light in ſight of our ſhips, and confidence 
5% ol their better ſailing, or of our captain's negligence 
| or cowardice; and not only got ten times more 
booty from our merchant ſhips, than our captors and 
ſhips of war could take from the enemy, but alſo 
ſometimes would take, or put to flight, our ſhips 

that were appointed for guards and convoys. 
All which loſſes were not attributed to the deputtes 
of the generality, and the admiral-general, who, 
after the death of the Heer Opdam, lieutenant-admiral 
of Holland, which happened September 1623, til 
June 1625, when young William of Naſſau was 
choſen, had put all the naval power of Holland 


1 under 
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under the command of the Zealand lieutenant- 
admiral Hautain; nor was it imputed to the pro- 
vinces who were deficient, or back ward in bringing 
in the money they had conſented to give, by which 
means the ſhips deſigned for the ſervice were either Azria, 
delayed, or not fitted out at all; but the blame was p. 780. 
wholly laid at the door of the admiralty's diforderly 
management and negligence. So that thereupon a 

lation was made in the year 1624, but with This was 
little ſucceſs z for prince Maurice dying in April more evi- 
1625, and prince Henry being haſtily choſen captain- een 
admiral-general, and ſtadtholder of Holland, Zea- 34 the 
land, &c. we ſoon ſaw that he concerned himſelf admini/- 
»little in huſbanding the treaſure, or providing for a of 
a free and open navigation, in which the welfare of theſe lands. 
Holland conſiſts. cg as 

And now that the reader may ſee what ground 
there was for that aſſertion, which ſome of our 
writers have delivered as a known truth, viz. that 
the ſaid prince Henry during the whole time of 48. 
government, as much as in him lay, endeavoure. — 2 
to exhauſt the treaſure of Holland, and by the bur- 5. 58. 
den of her debts to break her back: it will not be | 
amiſs to repreſent in ſhort from authors of credit 
what was done and ſuffered in this matter to the 
year 1632, and ſo forward to the time of 0 90 
with Spain, and the deceaſe of the ſaid prince Henry. 
The treaſure and power of Spain was, by the Ser the 
epoch ſieges of Bergen op Zoom and Breda, petition of 


and eſpecially by our vigorous carrying on the war — 
againſt him by our Ve India company, who greatly nan of 
annoyed him in thoſe parts, ſo broken and exhauſted, 1668. 
that fince that time he has not been able to carry on 
an offenſive war againſt us; and therefore year after 

yer ſeriouſly and really made offers to theſe United 
Netherlands. of a peace, very honourable for this 

ſtate, and neceſſary for our trading inhabitants, as 

vell as defired by all the reſt. But thoſe offers were 


/ M as 


pr. Henry 
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millions in 
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Aitzma's as often rejected by the deputies of the generality at 


#reay / the inſtigation of the prince of Orange, and in their 


e Aitz- 
3 bip. room our taxes were continually increaſed with 


p. 637. prince Henry's government, both by the addition 
Pr. Henry of ſoldiery, and otherwiſe by his ill huſbandry, from 
ob/inately 12 millions 54.3840 guilders, to 15 millions 433800 
_— guilders, according to a petition of the council of 


beyond tate in the year 1626, and were ſucceſſively granted 


Holland's year after year, rather more than leſs, 


—_— And tho? Holland alone bore of this charge 58 
— per 100, and by theſe heavy burdens, and ill 
5 huſbandry, our treaſury from the expiration of the 
| truce to the year 1632, was found to be 55 millions 
Holland in arrear: yet nothing at all was done for the benefit 
was in Of the inhabitants of that province thus needlefsly 
the 7 years and purpoſely oppreſſed beyond their abilities by 
after his their unneceſſary offenſive field-armies : unleſs they 
aaminiſ. could believe that it was very advantageous to them 
that Oldenſeel was taken that ſame year, Grol in 
1627, and in the year 1628 many chargeable for- 
tifications were made about Bergen op Zoom, and 
Steenbergen: and that thereupon, in 1629, Boiſeduc 
was taken for the ſtate, and Weeſel for the elector 
of Brandenburg; for which our country ſmarted 
ſeverely, by the Spaniards falling in, and plundering 
in and about the Veluwe; add to this, that notwith- 
ſtanding the continued high demands for money to 
carry on the war in the year 1630, our foldiery 
ſtirred not outs of their garriſons z and that in the 
year 1631, we got nothing by a chargeable attempt 
upon Flanders but diſgrace, which nevertheleſs was 
ſomewhat leſſened by the unſucceſsful ſnallop · deſign 
of the Spaniard upon Zealand. And laſtly, that in 
the year 1632, Ruremond, Venlo and Marſtricht were 
taken from the enemy, more by count Henry Lm. 
den Bergb's means, than the conduct of the prince 
of Orange. „an „7 þ 
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- In the mean 2 moſt of the provinces except Aitzma, 


— conſenting to contri- . pag. 
bute money, and the charges were fo enlarged s 
above what was conſented to be given, that the 
council of ſtate in their petition complained yearly 
on behalf of their honeſt creditors, who had truſted 
them for three or air i that they became fo 
troubleſom and importunate, that thoſe counſellors 
were hardly fafe in theit own houſes; and that all 
things neceſſary for the publick ſervice, might be 
bought or made for the 4 or + part cheaper, if 
ready money were paid; and that alſo for want of 
pay, the captajns, who had really 3, yea 4 leſs 
number of ſoldiers in ſervice than were paid for, 
muſt be connived at. E 
During all which confuſions by land, the mari- 
time affairs were carried on after the following man- | 
mer, Firſt, concerning the treaſury ; the admiralties See thoſe 
did in the year 1625, petition for 600000 guilders; £47*icu/ar 
for the year 1626, 800000 guilders ; for the year 4,097 
1627, 1000000 guilders ; and for the years 1628, i, Aitz- 
1629, 1630, 1631, 1632, yeatly and ſucceſſively, ma's if. 
two millions of guilders extraordinary ſubſidies for 
guarding the ſeas. And moreover, the ſtates ge- 4d the 
neral deyiated fo far in the years 1625 and 1631, _— 7 
from the true grounds and max ims of maintaining 47 146. 
trade and navigation, that they did not only con- dies. See 
„ raiſe the duties of convoy and cuſtoms, e parti 
ering the fourth part of them to be farmed out auer pla- 
to thoſe that bid moſt, and conſequently, as much 55, , ,- 
4 in them lay, made all traffick and navigation 5% /ares 
ſubject to thoſe innumerable and unimaginable vexa- general. 
tions of farmers. But beſides, in the front of their 
placaet they roundly declared, that g all the publick 
revenues, the convoy and cuſtoms were the moſt 
tolerable and leaſt hurtful, that are laid on goods 
imported and exported; whereas the rates then im- 
poſed, and yet in force, are known to be the moſt 
M 2 intolerable, 
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intolerable, and for the country the moſt prejudicial 
of all the revenues of Holland, as has been already 
| ſhewn in our 23d chapter of part I, 
All which convoys and cuſtoms ſo augmented, 
produced yearly, as by example in the year1628, 


- ep guilders, 
To the admiralty of Rotterdam, — 33073) 
Amſterdam, — ͤͤ—ſ — 803659 

The northern quarter. 125000 
| 1259396 
Zealand, bY ne Wan. Ky 

All charges incident to thoſe colleges and 

their offices deducted - — — 1588763 


But the admiralty of Frieſſand, bearing the [yearly 
Charges of the college, and watching, fell ſhor, 
with all its revenue, twelve thouſand guilders, which 
were to be made good out of the extraordinary 
-ſubſidies: and therefore they not ſending ſhips to 
"ſea, thoſe provinces of Frięſland and Groeningen, 

— - with the inland provinces, became very unwilling 
to conſent to the ſubſidies, very back ward in bring- 
ing them in, and always very ſlowly. _ 

Moreover in the year 1625, -on the 24th of 

June, all ſhips failing to the Mediteraneam, 

See the were by placaet commanded to pay fixten i _ 
p _ ſtivers per laſt every voyage to the beneft 

| thoſe of the agents in the Levant, which in the year 1630 
was raiſed to twenty ſtivers; and ſucceſſively in the 
years 1625, 1627, 1628, 1629, 1630, 1632, | 

the arming and manning of ſhips failing for mer. WW 
chandize or fiſhing was from time to time charged WF | 
upon the inhabitants of theſe countries by placaets. WI | 

Ard yet But to look further, and enquire what hath been 

abe jeas done with great ſubſidies and taxes (which oppreſſed I | 

| never the all the inhabitants of Holland, and eſpecially i 


E 

, > . [11 
- merchants)..far the benefit of free navigation : o 
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ſoon as prince Henry was made admiral-general, he 
placed and appointed young William of Naſſau 
Heer van de Lek his lieutenant-admiral of Holland ; 
who was likewiſe obliged to ſerve as colonel in the 
war by land, and went very little to ſea, till in 
Auguſt 1627, when he was killed by a ſhot before 
Gral, And inſtead of defending our merchantmen 
and fiſhers, the lieutenant-admiral of Zealand, Hau- 


tain, was ſent with twenty-two fail of *ſhips anno 


3 


1625, to reduce our proteſtant brethren of Rochel Waſſenar 


under the obedience of the king of France ; 
and at the ſame two ſhips of war only were allowed 


87. 


to ſecure one thouſand buſſes in their fiſhing. Be- Ib. 7 86. 


ſides as to trade, the ſeas were more infeſted than 


erer: for ſix Dunkirk ſhips of war meeting our 
fleet which came from the northward in June, anno 
1625, without convoy, drove them back to Nor- 
way; and having taken two Eaſtland, and three 
other ſhips, came all ſix to an anchor before the 
Texel, and lay there a long time, as our ſhips uſed 
to lie before Dunkirk, taking all veſſels that came 
in, or ſailed out; which cauſed ſuch a conſternation 
among our people, that none durſt venture to ſea. 
And ſoon after the departure of theſe Dunkirkers, 
arrived happily eight northern and eaſtland mer- 
chant ſhips, with one convoy only. 

Again, in the ſame year 1625. after our ſhips 
of war were withdrawn from the Flemiſb coaſt, and 
come into harbour, the Dunkirk ſhips ſteered di- 
retly away to our fiſhers, as knowing they were 
provided but with two convoyers ; and ſcattered 
our buſſes, taking and ſinking many of them : by 
which accident thoſe of Enchuy/en alone loſt at the 
leaſt 100, and other places in proportion; and at 
leaſt 150 maſters and mates of thoſe buſſes were 
made priſoners, and carried to Flanders, So that 
the directors of that great fiſhery obſerving from 
ume to time how little the ſecuring of their Jiveli- 

M 3 hood 
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The direc- hood was regarded, ſoon after reſolved at their 

tors of the own charge, to ſet out ſeven great and well-arm'd 

— ſhips of war, and to put them all under their own 

tated > commander of the buſſes; of which ſeven thoſe of 

provide Enchuyſen were to ſet out and pay 4, and the buſs- 

* 4 owners about the Maeſe three, that they might fiſh 

— 4 8 in more ſafety under their guard, ſeeing the chief 
ee" trade of the land, viz. fiſhing, was neglected. 

And to the end the deputies of the generality and 

Prince Henry might not always ſeem to neglect 

the ſea, it was reſolved that they would ſet forth 

for the year 1626, thirty well appointed ſhips of 

war, and ſet a reward for the taking and deſtroying 

Aitzma's of any ſhip of war belonging to the enemy, being 

. p. of 100 or more laſt, the ſum of guilders — 30000 


a From 70 to 100 —20000 
50 to 70—————1 5000 
50 to 3Z0———10000 
15 30 to 20— 8000 
Mounted with four guns of 20 laſts or } 
| 4000 
under, 


LY 


Ibid. 7). ?Twas allo reſolved to put the law in execution, 
96. % that commands the men of Dunkirk to be thrown 
mnt oof over-board. But*thoſe provinces that were leaſt 
with the concerned in ſecuring the ſeas, remaining back- 
prince of ward in bringing in the money neceſſary for 
Orange, the ſaid equipage and rewards, and the ſtates | 
—_— general having deprived the admiralties of a great 
board al] Part of their revenues, by prohibiting the impor- 
our ene- tation of ſome goods, and yet on the other fide 
mies at requiring to ſet forth a greater ſtrength to ſea than 
bea. ordinary, with the profuſeneſs of prince Henry as 
captain and admiral general, there aroſe in all the 
colleges of the generality, and eſpecially in the 
admiralties, an arrear of two millions five hundred 
and eight thouſand and fifteen guilders running on 
at intereſt, beſides three millions nine hundred 

| twenty 


| 
] 
f 
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twenty and three thouſand two hundred ninety and 
five guilders in debts ; which cauſed the ſeamen, 
who not getting their wages, were necellitated ro 
{ell their debentures at very low rates, with many 


of our mariners who were not able to live for want 


of pay, and. therefore not. willing to ſerve here 
any longer, to go over to the Dunkirkers and fail 
with them upon free-booting. And our fleet under 
the admiral of Zealand, Fonker Philips van Dorp, 
came not before the Schuurtjen of Duntirk upon 
the watch till about the month of July, when moſt 
of their men of war were gone out to ſea, and ac- 
cording to their old cuſtom, had taken many of 


our merchant ſhips, and very many buſſes, which 


they ſunk. and burnt z inſomuch, that all that could 
eſcape, fled for ſafety to to the Exgliſb harbours. 


167 


And our doggers of the Maeſe hearing that the Vis 
Dunkirk capers threw over-board all the men of proved 


the merchant ſhips and fiſhing veffe ich they 
took, in revenge of what we had done by their 


dangerous 
to our fiſh- 


ers and 


men, durſt not go to ſea. to follow their occupa- merchant- 


tions, 

And notwithſtanding Yau Dorp lay with the 
fleet before Dunkirk, many ſmall frigats and ſhal- 
lops ſailed out for prize; ſo that at laſt in OXober 


that year, young William of Naſſau, as lieutenant- - 


admiral of Holland, was charged to keep that poſt : 
which he performed till December following, but 
no better than Yan Dorp had done. And as to our 
cruiſers and other convoyers, it is obſeryable that 
we do not know that they ever took any one of 
the twelve new built king's ſhips of Dunkirk, pre- 
tending they were better ſailers; which is altogether 
incredible, for our ſhips from time to time could 


take ſhips of leſs force, and better ſailers, and throw 
the Dunkyrkers, as well before as ſince, fighting 


their men over- board: whereas on the other fide 
he Dan our ſhips of war, forced our captains, 
M 4 after 
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reſalved to generality „and 
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be infefi- after quarter promigd, to ſurrender themſelves, $9 


ing of the that it is rather to be believed, that our admirals 
— $87 and ſea-captains, fearing much more the Dunkirk 
from our ſhips of war, and their requital of throwing them 
ſelves. over-board, rather than our remiſs juſtice for the 
neglect of their duties, ſought not out thoſe Dun- 
kirkers but where they were not to be found. 
However it is true, that they did commonly, 23 
well heretofore as afterwards, and particularly in 
this year 1626, come to the aſſiſtance of the mer- 
chantmen and fiſhers, when *twas too late. Where- 
fore Fobn Vande Sande in his hiſtory ſays, that the 
ſea-captains kept themſelves uſually on the rivers 
where no enemy came, and fled from thoſe 
met: ſo that the council of ſtate, in their petitio- 
nary demand of ſupply for the following year, 
declared, that the poor people are hence forward 
&« afraid to go to ſea to follow their callings, the 
« throwing them over-board making a great cry 
<«- and alteration among thoſe that earn their bread 
& fo hardly at ſea.” | | 
And tho? it be true, that the greateſt part of all 
The enemy theſe hardſhips of our inhabitants was cauſed 
on the by the ill government' of the deputies of the 
other hand 
the prince of Orange, who 
caft our uſed the power of theſe countries to make new 
fjhers and conqueſts, not to defend trade and navigation; 


merchant- and yet as if we had been the only maſters at ſea, 
MEN ober- 


re, and had no unarmed ſhips abroad, nor the Dunkirkers 


give quar- any ſhips of defence, we followed thoſe incredibly 
ter to our fooliſh councils, of reſolving to throw over-board all 
Heibi of Dunkirkers taken at ſea in ſhips of war: whereas on 
Hr the contrary, the Flemings uſed very prudent max- 
ims about this matter, namely to throw the men 
of undefenſible veſſels over-board, and to give 
quarter to our armed ſhips of war. Nevertheleſs 


none dared to complain of this evil government of 


the ſtates general, and the prince of Qrange, no 
| not 


8 
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not even of young William of Naſſau. * But the Ser the pe- 
pigs were fain to pay for the ſow's offence; and — of 
therefore upon the ill conduct of the-admiralties, ':; 3 
and eſpecially of the college of Rotterdam, the. 2 
| Heeren Berk, Vander Maſt, Segwaars, Verbeuel, 2 
Nicolai, Vroeſen, and Duifhuyſen, who had done lh, 
no more than what was in mode during prince ſome of the 
Henry's waſtful adminiſtration in all the colleges, <4mira/ty 
eſpecially that of the generality, were nevertheleſs aid and 
declared infamous by judges delegated for that end, ,jav .. 
and condemned in great fines to allay the diſcontent ders given | 
of the multitude, The ſtates general alſo declared, out. / 
that the following year they would ſet out more 
ſhips of war in order to clear the ſeas ; and would 
make the people to believe, that a competent num- Aitzma gf 
ber of ſhips ſhould lie on the watch before Dunkirk, 4 ans} , 
to prevent the coming out of thoſe ſhips, while 9 * 
N 97+ 
another number ſhould lie between Dover and 
Calais, and another at the Schager Rif, to watch 
and prevent all ſea-robbers failing to the Spaniſh - 
ſea, or to the northward. And beſides all theſe, 
another number of our ſhips of war ſhould cruiſe in 
the narrow part of the north ſea; ſo that the enemy 
ſhould not be able by any means to interrupt or 
diſturb our navigation. . h 
But becauſe no better order was ſettled about the 
affairs of juſtice, mor any thing determined about 
the finances, from whence the payment of the new 
appointed rewards for taking of enemy's ſhips 
ſhould proceed, nor. any of our maritime affairs 
better managed than formerly; the hopes of the | 
too credulous commonalty ſoon vaniſhed, eſpecially — 
when the Dunkirkers in the year 1627, infeſted us becauſe 
again before our ſea- port towns, and took as many they would | 
prizes as formerly, ſeizing ſeveral buſſes, and two v /*ave 
of the buſſes convoyers, whilſt young William Cs 
admiral of Holland was killed before Grol, and 5 fea-af- 
Fonker fairs. 


Dat veniam Corvis yexat cenſura Columbis. 
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 Fonker Philip van Dorp lieutenant admiral, of Zzg. 
land cruiſed at fea, and none of our ſhips. before 
Dunkirk to keep in their capers; who coming to 
lie on our coaſt about the Texe/, the Maeſe, and 
Zealand, ſwept away all, together with the ſhip 
of captain Bagyn, who heretofore on many occaſiong 
had behaved himſelf bravely and valiantly, - and 
from a cloth- worker was by degrees preferred to 
the honour of having the command of one of our 
beſt ſhips of war: but now finding himſelf alone in 
the midſt of fourteen of the enemies ſhips of war, 
he yielded his new and well appointed ſhip without 

: making one ſhot. ” | 
Waſſenar, The politicians of thoſe times judged, © That 
5 2 te the trade of theſe countries was never ſince the 
Wherely truce in ſo ill a condition: for Spain could do no 
theſe coun-* good; Portugal was without trade; France by 
tries the king's edicts was ſhut up; England detained 
were 4 all ſhips that paſſed the channel, and ſeized ſixty 
_—_— „ or eighty tuns of gold belonging to the free 
ever fince ** Netherlanders: the rivers of Weſer or Elve, 
the truce. ** Trave, Oder, and Wiſſel, were ſo infeſted and 
ce block'd by the Daniſh and Swediſh ſhips of 
* war, that little or no trade could be driven with 
« Bremen, Hamburgh, Lubeck, Stetin, and Dant- 
* Zzick; and the north ſea was render'd impracti- 
« cable by the Dunkirkers, By which means the 
commonalty were as much. diſſatisfied as ever, when 
our ſhips of war came in and had done nothing; 
inſomuch that thoſe of Fluſbing fell into a mutioy, 
and at Terveer threw ſtones at lieutenant admiral 
Van Dorp. So to pacify the people, they were 
neceſſi ated to fine the pigs once again; and ſome 
ſea - captains were diſmiſs'd, and poor captain Ban 
having no friends at court, ſummo jure, loſt his 

head. 

In the year 1628, for the greater ſafety of our 


navigation, three vice-admirals were created in of 
5 land; 
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land ; who nevertheleſs were to be commanded by So 2he 
the lieutenant-admiral of Zealand. But the Dun-Hlates of 
kirkers, according to their old cuſtom, ſeized many hoſed 
Strait ſhips, with other merchant-men, and at two hir ag. 
ſeveral times took 34 buſſes, tho? lieutenant admiral mire. 
Yan Dorp with a ſquadron of ten ſhips had lain ten Aitzma's 
weeks upon the coaſt of England without hearing 3 + % 
of an enemy, and our coaſt ſhips and cruiſers were POE 
likewiſe at ſea. Which the ſtates of Holland took | 
ſo ill, that they diſmiſſed Philips van Dorp at his Lib. 8. p. 
return without a hearing. The council of ſtate 627. 
had alſo ſent a letter in April of the ſame year to the 
provinces, complaining of the confuſions in the 
i publick revenues, which was the cauſe of the 4rd be 
« arrears due to the military forces both by ſea and council of 
« Jand ; and that the revenues and charges of the 4 of 
country were not duly conſidered and weighed ATA —_ 
« one againſt the other: that diſorders increaſed for of af- 
© more and more; that the credit of the country Vairs. 
* was daily ſinking; that the ſoldiery was muti- + 
* nous and diſobedient, and that all military 
«* diſcipline and juſtice were trodden under foot, 
c. 
Tbeſe — were taken very ill by the Both 
deputies of the generality and the prince: and Heer 1110 
Van Dorp was ſtill continued in the land ſervice. . 
Strict enquiry was alſo made among the counſellors Henry 
of ſtate, to know who they were that durſt be the het very 
chief promoters of the complaining letter before # 
mentioned: and all this was done to deter others 
from complaining againſt the government of the 
deputies of the generality, and eſpecially of the 
cabinet lords, who together with the prince look*d 
after nothing more in this confuſion, than their 
own profit and grandeur. 

But upon the continual complaints of the mer- 
chants of Amfterdam to their burgo-maſters, of 
the unexpreſſible damages which they ſuſtained in 

their 
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The ru- their bodies and goods by continual piracies, and 
ters the little care taken of their redreſs ; and the ſaid 
5 burgomaſters, and council, made offers to the 
auen ſtates general and prince of Orange to ſet to ſea 
bave ten or twelve men of war well mann'd and fur. 
nf he iſhed, to ſecure their ſhipping, which ſhould. 
eas with 33 8 
ten ſhips receive inſtructions from the ſtates general, and a 
of war, Commiſſion from the prince; provided the money 
but it was diſburbed upon this deſign might be defalked from 
_ the contribution of that city; and that no other 
them. See perſon might have any power, or be any way 
Aitzma's Concerned about that equipage and money but 
5. B. 8. themſelves. And tho' formerly, under the inſup- 
p. 679. portable government of the earls of Holland, all 
the cities of that province uſed by their own au- 
thority to do the ſame; yet nevertheleſs this good 
and uſeful offer was rejected under the preſent 
ſtadtholder's government, as if that city would by 
this means obtain too great a power at ſea, Where» 
as on the contrary it appeared that the ſea became 
more and more unnavigated, becauſe the country 
and cities which were moſt concerned to keep the 
ſea uninfeſted, had no authority put into their 
hands, as they had under the government of their 
carls. 
Aitzma's And to the end that the deputies of the genera- 
bift. B. 9. lity, and prince of Orange, might ſhew their uſual 
p. 709. zeal in this affair, the articles for the war at fea 
But the were anno 1629, inſpected and made more ſevere. 
r. % A project alſo of an inſurance company was brought 
— 4 in; according to which all ſhips outward and in- 
Aale f ward bound, ſhould pay for inſurance, from one 
the gene- to thirteen per cent. in proportion to/the convent- 
rality na- ency of the ſea ports to or from which our ſhips were 
« - to ſail; and the ſaid company was to be bound to 


ned make good all loſſes ſuſtained. After which Peter 


zeal. Hein was choſen lieutenant admiral of Holland, 
Ibid. „, Who for the redreſs of maritime affairs deſired 
VE | | many 


730. 
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many new powers relating to the- militia, juſtice, 

and expences on board ſhips; and did not only 

obtain thoſe, but alſo more authority, than had ever 

been given to any lieutenant admiral of Holland. 
But he being killed by a ſhot two months afte 

whilſt with eight ſhips he was in purſuit. of che 

Dunkirkers ;, there can be no account given of the 

fruits of this new order, fave that gw were 

increaſed, and yet the ſeas remained as much in- 

feſted as before. Tis uneaſy to me to enumerate Put awith- 

the loſſes ſuſtained by our poor inhabitants, which e any 

were ſo exceeding great, that the ſtates of Holland, Se Mae. 

on the 18th of Fanuary 1630, remonſtrated to 

the ſtates general, That the ſtrength, vigour, Aitzma, 

« and reputation of this ſtat2 by ſea was wholly B. 10. p- 

« decayed, and the navigation ſignally diminiſhed: *7*: 

« that many mariners, for want of care and due 

defence, were gone over to the enemy, and 

* many more taken and kept in cloſe impriſon- 

« ment, or cruelly thrown into the ſea : and that 

« the ſaid ſtates of Holland, to prevent ſuch miſ- 5 that 

& chicfs for the future, had reſolved, and now Hallen 

« ſignified to the other provinces, that they would moved _ 

« from this time take as little care for the pay- that they _ 

ment of the land forces that were gariſon'd in pe- 

the frontier cities out of their province, as they oa by 4 

e obſerved was taken about the conduct and affairs nece/fary- 

« of the ſea.” land- 

+ But the ſtates of Holland were under that awer. the 

and dread of the prince of Orange, and the depu- e 

ties of the generality, that they durſt not deny or ja clear. 

detain their part of the publick contributions to be 

imployed in ſecuring the ſeas; and ſo nothing was 

done but a little duſt thrown into the eyes of the 

poor innocent inhabitants of Holland: for the ſtates 

and the prince ſent letters with their decrees about 

that affair to the other provinces. But our want + 

of payment, and the diſorders about the mariners, 


and 


9 


" Of all ſhips and goods failing to the eaſtward or 
ward ang Norway, one half per cent. and returning from the 
eaftward, fame, one per cent. to enable them to ſet out ſome 
had con- extraordinary convoys to ſecure the trade of the 
bn. ſaid countries. Yer this impoſition produc'd only 
ſelves, but a part of the expected fruit, chiefly becauſe the 
Aut with- directors were in all weighty matters of the militia, 
out hard juſtice, and prizes taken, to be wholly ſubject to 
condition. the prince of Orange, and the reſpective admiral- 
Ibid. p. ties, depending on their orders and judgments, 
350. And the deputies of the generality continuing to 
= -_ advance the prince's grandeur, and their own, 
the gene. more than the welfare of Holland, reſolved in the 
rality de- name of the ſtates general, to equip, over and 
. wolv'd the above the uſual number, 35 ſhips of war, and 10 
prayed 7 yachts to lie upon the Flemiſh havens, and to cruiſe 
ihe fras oi and keep the north ſea clear of Dunkirk robbers. 
pr. Henry. And that they might with more certainty perform 
| this (as they pretended) they brought all. the faid 

ſhips under one head, and put them under the di- 
rection and orders of the prince of Orange, with- 
out obliging them to obey the commands of any 
other : they ordered them to be paid by him, and 
that all money neceſſary for wages, rewards, and 
_ proviſions, ſhould be brought to the Hague in 
ſpecie. And to the end that during the ſummer- 
ſeaſon theſe ſhips might be kept in continual action, 
the reſpective colleges of the admiralties of Holland, 
Zealand and Friefland, ſhould by turns => one 
of their commiſſioners at Helvoetfluys, in order to 
hold a conſtant correſpondence with the prince, and 


the princc's commander on the coaſt, as _— 
ſmou 


- 
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ſhould: require, touching the victualling and re- 


pairing of the faid ſhips 3 and the commiſſioners of 
the admiralty were not to intermeddle in the leaſt 


with the diſpoſal of the ſaid ſhips 


And this went ſo far, that vice-admiral Ziefheb- Ipid. 
ber, inſtead of going to cruiſe, having convoy'd p. 360. 
ſome merchant ſhips out of the channel, tho by 
order of the admiralty of Rotterdam, was threat» Ibid. p. 
ned to be ſeverely puniſhed if for the future he fol- . 
lowed any other orders five thoſe of the ſtates 
general and the prince. By this means our coun- 
trymen were oppreſſed, and the Dunkirkers ſo en- Put hea. 
couraged, that they ventured to take a merchant as 
ſhip even from under the cannon of Fluſbing, and n ar. 
in the north ſea two of our ſhips of war; and af- pod to 
terwards falling in among our doggers, took two % Dun- 
conv oyers, belides the doggers. So that the inſu- — 4 
rances from Roche? and Bourdeaux riſing to 8 and f 


i 


10 per cent. the fea became amr to the inhabi- 


tants of theſe countries. 

Bernard Lamp, having obferved in his hiſtory, Heier 
That formerly a ſmall number of our ſhips kept 1 
* the ſea ſo clear againſt all the nayal power off. 56. 
© the king of Spain, that till the year 1612 theſe 
countries had very few loſſes, wonders that 
all the ſtates ſhips of war, being little leſs than 
an hundred fail. either could not, or would not 
keep the ſeas clear of the Dunkirkers only, for 3, f n 
the King's ſhips were not employed there in Z;fories | 

* thoſe days, but ſome particular owners: ſet out doubt au 
* for the moſt part ſmall ſhips for booty: and ther the 


* adds ENG that a few years after any time, wig 


* more than one hundred tuns of gold. 
was not ts 


But if we conſider how great the difference is, 
whether the care of ſcouring the ſeas: be entruſted- Has OE: 


to thoſe who are much concerned in having them 
| kept 
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kept clear, and who on that account will uſe the 
beſt of their endeavours, or be devolved on ſuch 
as are not at all concerned in navigation ; we ſhall 
ceaſe to wonder, when ſo much power was put into 
the hands of ſuch as were not intereſted at ſea, and 
were not a little ſuſpected to fear and envy the 
proſperity and power of Holland, that they did not 
guard the ſeas againſt a few pirates, who for their 
own profit ſought their booty where it was to be 

found. | 

But at laſt In the mean time, to deceive the poor innocent 
ee commonalty once more, the directors appointed to 
— take care of the ſhipping deſigned to the eaſtward 
fwaded by and Norway, were by placaet continued, and pri- 
great re- vate ſhips of war by great rewards perſuaded to 
wards, by take and deſtroy the enemies ſhips. Upon which 
blo caſt divers good patriots fitted out ſhips for that end; 
the na;- and this ſmall ſtrength being in the hands of thoſe 
row ſeas -who really intended to deſtroy the enemies ſhips, 
could be it was obſerved, eſpecially of to ſhips of Fluſhing, 
Se th; the one called the Samſon mounted with 24 guns, 
placaet 100 ſeamen, and 30 ſoldiers, and the other called 
book 11 of the Fluſhing, mounted with 22 guns, 100 ſeamen, 
_ and 30 ſoldiers, that they took ſo many of the 
Aizma, enemies ſhips, and priſoners, that by their means 
p. 145. 4 general releaſe was thrice made on both ſides, 

the Dunkirkers ſo diſcouraged and weakned, and 
And by the the ſeas fo well cleared, that the inſurances from 
2 Fal Rochel and Bourdeaux fell to three in the hundred. 
Y am iz But becauſe theſe worthy patriots, among whom 
| avas ſeen Adrian and Cornelis Lamfins were the chief, for 
that the want of Dunkirk privateers, could fight for no more 
2 Hi booty, but chiefly by reaſon of the too ſlow, or 
the doh refuſed payments of the promiſed rewards, they 
ties would fitted out no more ſhips, and the clearing of the 
ot keep, ſeas coming again to depend on the deputies of the 
Pr Fug, generality and the prince of Orange, the Dun- 
22 p/ Firkers returned again to fea as ſtrong in the fol- 
146. e092 % lowing 
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e lowing years as before, and made it equally dan- Ibid. p. 
u WW gerous; the rates of inſurance riſing as high as 512. 
I] formerly. And it was very obſervable, that tho? 

0 for the payment of this ſo neceſſary and well-deſerved 

d reward only two hundred thouſand guilders were 
demanded yearly by the council of ſtate, yet the 


ſame council, and the ſtates of Holland and Zealand 

1 jointly, for the year 1643, before prince Henry's | 

- doating old age, could nat obtain that ſum of the 2 
the generality to pay the: promiſed reward to the | 

t new cruizers, whilſt, for the follpwing years, until 

0 our peace with Spain, the ſame, or greater petitions | 

d for money by land and ſea, were granted to the 

SY council of ſtate, and conſented to, and borne by 

0 the Hollanders. So that Holland, from the year 

h 1632, to the year 1647, was neceſſitated to take 

13 up ſixty-· nine millions, making, with the foremen- 

1 tioned fifty and one, one hundred and twenty mil- 

, lions of guilders at intereſt, beſides thirteen millions 

: that were to be paid for current debts, that the 


prince and the deputies of the generality might pro- 
ceed in their offenſive wars by land. 

And as if it were not enough that the good peo- 4,7 142; 
ple of theſe countries, and the ſtate of Holland itſelf 0 influ- 
were every way oppreſt by land with ſo many # «ſpec 
impoſts, taxes, and immenſe ſums of money taken up 2 f. 

: > pear d a- 
at intereſt, as well as by continual and unexpreſſibly 57 the 
great loſſes by ſea, the deputies of the generality, Weſt -- In- 
and the prince of Orange likewiſe defired, and from dia com- 
time to time very ſubtilly, and with promiſes of? 
gratuities to the directors of the Weſt-· India company, g, the re- 
that they would deſiſt from their trade which was monſtrance 
driven for the common benefit of the ſubſcribers, and - 
and which according to their oath might not ceaſe, queſt -"— 
and would employ that money for the indiſpenſible ;z,;, 4 
ſervice of the country, by carrying on a more vi- ter, 1668. 
gorous war againſt the king of Spain. And by 5. 3, 4 
luch powerful ſolicitations, and artificial promiſes, &. 

N they 
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they were induced to make not a merchant-like, 

but a prince: like war, and to make thoſe royal 

conqueſts of Brazil, Angola, Sl. Thomas, &c. for 
the benefit of the ſtates general, and of the prince, 
as indeed was at firſt deſigned. 

By this means the greateſt part of their capital 
ſtock was conſumed and embezzeled, and the honeſt 
ſubſcribers, with other inhabitants concerned in that 

They made Company, loſt above one hundred and eighteen 
the parti. millions of guilders: and when the ſaid company 
cipants afterwards were grown ſo weak, that they could 
poor, and no longer keep thoſe vaſt conqueſts by their own 
* power, the deputies of the generality, and the 
them. ]. ſucceſſive princes of Orange, for whoſe benefit thoſe 
de Laat's Jands were conquered, meanly abandoning their 
Hort rela- own intereſt, ſuffered theſe excellent and vaſt coun- 
gy 7 ,_ tries to fall into and continue in the hands of the 
— 5. 198. falſe and treacherous Portugueſe; whereby our in. 
haabitants loft (beſides the foreſaid vaſt ſums} in 
goods, chattels, houſcs, debts, Cc. fifty millions 

of guilders more, and were alſo utterly excluded 

from that advantageous trade and navigation, But 

to return to the government and conduct of publick 

affairs in our Netherlands, I ſay, that tho* Holland 

was thus intolerably oppreſt, and borne down, yet 

Chuſing in the year 1633, Rynberg was taken; and in the 
rather s ycar 1634, Breda and Maſtricht were beſieged in 
keep up the vain, and our chargeable army lay a long time in 
727 ” the Langeſtraat. And in the year 1635, with 4 
run the very great army, and more Charge, we did nothing 
treaſury of in the field, only Tienen was plundered, and Schen- 
Holland þyy/chans loſt. Likewiſe in the year 1636, out 


120 mil army with many ſhips lay about the Schans of 


ons in 


debt, Voobrn, and afterwards in the Langeſtraat to no 


3 purpoſe. And in the year 1637, Breda was taken 
ma wpoy With very great charges: and on the other ſide, 
the refpec- Venloand Ruremonde were loſt. As allo in the follow- 
tive gears. | 1g 


. ® Tibi Roma ſubegerit orbem. 
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ing year, after great expence, we loſt much repu- 


tation before Calloo, where the enemy killed 2000 
of our ſoldiers, and took 1200 priſoners, with all 
our cannon, eighty ſhips, and much baggage. And 
tho? our army that lay before Gelder was much 
ſtronger than the enemy, yet we quitted the ſiege, 
with the loſs of fix demi-cannon, and two ſtandards. 
In the year 1639, our army with fifteen hundred 
veſſels in Flanders effected nothing, and were again 
compelled to retreat from before Gelder, and march 
to Rynberg. The ſame army did afterwards no 
better at Hulſt; nor in the following year 1640, at 
which time count Henry of Friefland was there 
killed; and our army, tho? intrenched, drew off a 
third time in a flying poſture from Gelder, without 
daring to encounter a much weaker enemy, the 
prince of Orange having then the conduct and 
command in perſon, who, notwithſtanding many 
expenſive and fruitleſs expeditions into Flanders, 
Brabant and Gelderland, had, by his exceſſive 
power in theſe countries, gained the name of a very 
wiſe and valiant general. But in Flanders and 
Burgundy he was derided, even in their comedies, 


179 


for a coward 3 in one of which he was anatomized, I v. Veen 
and upon ſearch his heart found in his heels, the Rye. 


rabble having nothing more frequently in their 
mouths than the following rhyme, | 


* Prince Henry has no courage, 
Takes neither town nor village. 


However in the year 1641, with exceſſive expences 
he took Genniper-houſe, after a bloody ſiege of 
leven weeks. And in the year 1642, as alſo in 
1643, our army was in the field about ſix months 
without effecting any thing; but in the year 1644. 
iter ſix weeks ſiege, and much blood ſpilt, the 

„ Sas 


* Le prince Henry eſt ſans courage, 
Il ne prend vill eni village. 
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Sas van Gent was taken. And finally, in the year 
1645, after a long campaign, and fix weeks ſiege, 


Hulſt was yielded. And tho? our army lay in the 


year 1646 about Antwerp, and afterwards before 

Venlo, yet we got nothing but diſhonour in thoſe 
attempts. 7 

All which And it is obſervable, that all our chard 

fums were campaigns, and taxes for the army, tended chiefly 

5% em- to increaſe the power of the French, (who in tht 

»” „ mean time took many cities from the Spaniard) 

* but not at all to the benefit of our pd. people, 

France, either by ſea or land. For cho the province of 

<vhile the Holland contributed in extraordinary ſubſidies two 


— 44 millions yearly for ſcouring of the ſeas,/ and conti- 


Aitzma, Flanders ſet not out any ſhips for 


yet the ſea remained till infeſted in ſuch a manner, 

that the Dunkirkers in the year 1635 took all the 
buſs-convoys, and many buſſes, while moſt of our 

ſhips of war for want of payment lay by the walls. 

And tho? the council of ſtate, and the ſtates of 
Holland complained of this neglect at fea, 1 

prayed that ſome better order might be ſettled for 
prompt payment of the premiums promiſed to the 
particular privateers, by whom we had reaped 

great advantage ; yet the deputies of the generality, 

tha or rather thoſe of the prince's cabinet, according to 
622g their old way, found it convenient once more t 
| delude the well-meaning people; and to appeal 

Polity of . 

bs ines them, anno 1636, they accuſed and diſmiſſed four- 
hrd; was teen ſea captains, with ſome further puniſhment, 
only % making a new regulation concerning the guarding 
_ of the Flemiſh coaſt, and keeping the narrow ſeas 
Frm da a uninfeſted by twenty-two ſhips and ten yatchts, 
% lain Which were to be under the inſpection of the 2 
Holland. | 0 
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of Orange, and ſuch deputies of the generality as he 


ſhould pleaſe to chooſe. Theſe depending on the 


ince's favour, and making that their aim and in- 
tereſt more than the ſervice of their native country, 
labouring by all means to augment the prince's au- 
thority, and leſſen that of the ſtates, by this means 
had the name of the cabinet lords given them by the 
lovers of their country's freedom: and ſo you will find 
them named ſometimes in the following diſcourſe. 
And this was, really * what Tacitus ſaid of Auguſtus 
Ceſar : This prince raiſed himſelf by degrees, 
« oraſping into his own hands the buſineſs of the 
« ſenate, of the magiſtrates, and of the laws; 
« while no body dared to oppoſe him : for. the 
« ſtouteſt were cut off, either by being ſent to the 
« army, or by proſcription. The reſt of the no- 
« bility, by how much the more they were laviſh 
« in temper, by ſo much the more were they ad- 
« yanced to wealth and honours, choſe rather to 
« fit down contented with their preſent ſtate of ſe- 
« curity, than to venture the recovering of their 
« antient liberty with running any hazard.” The 
uſual way of all crafty and arbitrary uſurpers. 

So that to enlarge the authority of the prince of 
Orange over the navigation of Holland, and to put 
it effectually under his power, eleven hundred and 
eight thouſand eight hundred and ſeventy guilders 
were yearly levied, and ſuperintendants appointed 
for that ſervice, with purveyors or victuallers, who 
were to be accountable to the chamber of accounts 
of the generality. Alſo all commanders and cap- 
tains were choſen by the ſaid prince, who were to 

N 3 | be 


* Princeps inſurgere paulatim, munia ſenatus, magiſtratuum, 
legum in ſe trahere, nullo adyerſante : cum ferociflimi per acies, 
aut proſcriptione cecidiſſent. Czteri nobilium quanto quis ſer- 
vitio promptior, opibus & honoribus extollerentar : ac novis ex 


rebus aucti, tuta & preſentia, quam vetera & periculoſa mallent. 


Tacit, Aunal. 1, 1. c. 1. 
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be puniſhed by a council of war of his nomination, ü 
and a narrow ſcrutiny to be made into their conduct. p 
And to encourage them to do their duties, their y 
wages were raiſed, So that according to this new r 
order, the reſpective admiralties had nothing to b 
tranſact, but to be judges of the prizes taken, to a 
collect the convoy and cuſtom- revenues, with 


which, and with two millions of ſubſidies, they 
were to ſet out ſhips of war, to be convoys to the 
weſtward, 

So that But it ſoon appeared that this new authority, 


Philips 


Ibid. E. 7. Princely fleet very late, and his proviſions being 
p. 619. ſpent in a very ſhort time, was compelled to return 
home; and finding that the commonalty accuſed 

Ibid. him, and not the victuallers, nor the prince of 
621. Orange, who really were in the fault, and would 
poſſibly have puniſhed him rather than the guilty, 

he laid down his commiſſion. 15 

Selden's In the mean the Engliſþ challenged the ſovereignty 
mare clau- of the narrow ſeas, alledging, that the fiſhery be- 
2 longed ſolely to them. But their inteſtine diviſions, 
a N N and not our ſea forces, put a ſtop to that work, 
266. and their herring-fiſhing, then newly begun, ceaſed, 
Ibid. 7. Ir is obſervable, that when they had taken their 
2 Mr. herring at one and the ſame time and place with 
Haria the Hollanders, and ſent them to Dantzick in the 
Viſſery. Years 1637 and 1638, and found that the herring 
taken and cured by the Hollanders was approved 

and good, and that the Engliſb herring to the very 

laſt barrel were eſteemed naught ; they then changed 

their claim upon the whole fiſhery, into that of 

having the tenth herring, which the diligent and 


frugal inhabitants of Holland reputed no leſs than 
| to 


Jonker which was put into the hands of thoſe who had no- a 
{ 
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to fiſh for, and pay tribute to a ſlothful and prodigal 4d the 
people, for a paſſage by the coaſt of England, which - Ad ow 
yet muſt have been paid, had not the free govern- — 
ment of the ſtates of Holland, in the year 1667, 72 the d. 
brought thoſe maritime affairs into another ſtate 21%ν⁰ of - 
and condition. it | the nar- 
In the ſame year *twas publickly ſnewn, That . 
« the inhabitants of theſe countries could not poſſi- Aitama, 
« bly keep the ſea any longer after this manner, 7. 5. 
« and amongſt others, they brought the example 
« of Mazfland-Sluice, whence there uſed every har- 
« yet ſcaſon about fifty veſſels for haddock to go 
« to ſca, which number was in the laſt harveſt 
« 1636, diminiſhed to ten, out of which alſo-two 
« were taken. That their dogger-fiſhing, which .= ae 
« was not to be paralled in Europe, was now all. 
« become ſo inconſiderable, that it was doubted rants - 
« whether in the ycar 1637, ſo much as one dogger Plained of 
« would go to ſea for ſalt cod, ſeeing ſince the firſt Fay tear 
« of Fanuary 1631, there had been taken of the — 
« Mazfland Sluice veſſels by the Dunkirkers alone, ment of 
& above two hundred ſhips, each of them, one Heir per- 
« with the other, worth above 5000 guilders: 
there having the like loſs happened in other havens, 
« or veſſels ſet out for fiſhing; fo that the general 
« cry of the people of thoſe places aſcended to the 
« heavens, and was ſufficient to melt a heart of 
« ſtone.” 
And ſceing the merchants who ſuſtained the loſs, 
and the wives, children, parents, and relations of 
the impriſon'd ſea men, and fiſhers continually 
upbraided the admiral, vice admiral, and captains I was 
of ſhips, with their ill conduct; prince Henry {te re- . 
ſeemed to lament their caſe, more than that of the £9747 
miſerable commonalty, ſaying, that there is not, 
condition more wretched than that of the admiral, Aitzma 5. 
and ſea captains, ſeeing that the meaneſt fiſher- 343- 
wife having loſt her huſbaad, exclaimed, that the the 


N 4 admirak 16. 


184 The Neceſſity of clearing Part Il, 
admirals and fea captains did not their duty, Ge. 

and yet to pacify the people, who fooliſhly con. 
To pacify Ceiv*d that the gentlemen Opdam, Hautain, Naſſau 
thoſe inno- and Dorp, were ſucceſſively the ſole cauſe of their 
cont per- paſt calamities, the prince of Orange choſe two 
— 7 tay. farpaulins (as ſome call them) Martin Harperſon 
paulins for Tromp, and Witte Corneliſſen de Witte, for admiral 
admirals, and vice admiral. But it ſoon appeared, that thoſe 
_ mentioned loſſes were but ſorrily provided againſt 
Y-:hmen, by the continual ill management of publick affair 
Set at land, and the neglect of ſecuring the ſeas. For 
tho* the king of Spain and the government of 
Flanders, had for a long time forborn to ſet out 

ſhips of war to prey upon us in the narrow ſeas, yet 
da.,ẽd not the owners of privateers at Dunkirk neglect 
Aitzma, to ſet out the capers; but in the year 1638, by 
Bok 18. reaſon of their diſorders about our coaſt-ſhips, and 
N. _ clearing of the ſeas according to theold practice, they 
5. wg did not only go to ſea, and take many merchant- 
men, but alſo about the end of Qober diſpersd all 

the buſſes, which fled home very much diſabled, 

When yet and ſome without their nets ; while admiral Tromp 
| #he loſes coming on ſhore himſelf to be revictualled, accuſed 
3 * vice admiral Bertbem, who came in likewiſe with- 
fates f Mut the leaſt neceſſity, and for which he was dif- 
Holland miſſed by the new council of war, tho? unheard, 
complained and the poor ſuffering commonalty were with this 
that the , puniſhment once again appeaſed in ſome meaſure: 
| 4:4; but not ſo the ſtates of Holland, who knowing that 
clear the the prince of Orange, and deputies of the generality 
feas was had now, as often before, made uſe of the product 
| 2 of the convoys, cuſtoms and ſubſidies, which were 
2 l only to be applied to maritime affairs, for carry ing 
bon the war by land, (by which means the guarding 
and clearing of the ſeas came to be neglected) 
earneſtly deſired that all ſums of money which had 
formerly been appropriated to the ſervice of the ſea, 


might be effectually applied that way. 


And 
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And ſeveral cities in Holland, together with the 
province of Utrecht, taking notice of the diſorder 
and ill management of the prince, and his aſſumed 
cabinet council, in our maritime affairs, ſhew*d 
their unwillingneſs to bring in their portion of the 
1108870 guilders, which were yearly demanded 
by the prince for that end; yet on account of his Ir i: 1 
cat power, - Holland and divers other provinces _ 
were obliged to bear the burden, to the year 1647, Bas the 
and our peace with Spain. And tho' at the ters 19k 
beginning of the year 1639, in a ſea- fight about n before 
Dunkirk, we got the victory, in which the Dun- our ports. 
kirkers loſt two ſhips of war; yet did Tromp - 
then with the ſhips under his command, very im- Aitzma, 
prudently leave the ſea; ſo that the Dunkirkers Book 14. 
came and brav d us before our harbours, where, by P. 168. 
reaſon of our defective management in refitting and 
victualling, they lay *till mid-une, and took 
13 of our ſhips in a ſhort time. | 
And whilſt Tromp afterwards waited for the 
great Spaniſh fleet, anno 1639, between the two 
piers of Dover and Calais and before Dunkirk, our 
merchant-men and fiſhers were abandoned, thirty 
or forty privateersof Dunkirk lying at the mouth of 
our harbours, ſo that none of our merchant ſhips Pag. 229. 
| or buſſes durſt go to ſea. And upon this followed 
in October the engagement about the Downs, where 
the Spaniard having loſt by ſinking, burning, 
ſtranding and taking, 40 ſhips, moſt of ours 
came home; and having left the ſea, the Dun- zen af- 
kirkers came again before our harbours, and in few ter our 
days took twenty ſeven prizes, of which 11 in one 7 in 
day. And thus by continual diſorders and loſſes at Douns. 
lea, the trade of theſe countries was fo diminiſhed, 
that the revenues of the admiralties, in the year 1628, 
having yielded about ſixteen hundred thouſand Ibid. 5. 
guilders, thoſe very duties, to the 24th of Ofober 230. See 
this year, notwithſtanding the new impoſitions, 12 
; ook. 
produced 
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produced to the ſtate only twelve hundred thouſand 
guilders. And therefore it was thought neceſſary 
to erect a new tax of tonnage, which ſhould amount 


to five hundred and ninety eight thouſand five, 


hundred and fſ-venty five guilders; and alſo another 
new tax to clear the ſeas, which might produce 
hve hundred eighty-one thouſand and ſeventeen 
 - guilders, | | 
| However the deputies of Holland, in the aſſembly 
Aitzma, Of the ſtates general, and pre ſence of the prince of 
P. 230. Orange, declared, Thar it was the intention of 
| their principals, that the cruiſers or privateers, 
* by whom the country had been ſo ſignally ferved, 
and who had only declared that ſervice becauſe 
% they were not paid their promiſed rewards, ſhould 
„ be invited to return to ſea, and that a certain fund 
+ ſhould be appointed for their immediate pay- 


cement.“ But this juſt and uſeful motion was neglected. 


Matters ſtanding thus, prince Henry and the 
deputies of the generality, endeavoured to perſuade 
the ſtates of Holland, and privately the cities in an 


Which the unwarrantable manner, that the colieges and orders 
deputies of 
the gene- : 
rality, and ſeas from enemies; and therefore moved the ſaid 


pr. Henry cities to conſent, that the equipage of ſhips might 
propoſing io be continued at Helvoerfluys, and for that end, 
_ that a new college of admiralty might be erected to 
- my new ex- reſide at the Hague; and that an inſurance company 
bediente; might be eſtabliſhed, as before mentioned, and 
2 ſettled by patent. And moreover, that the revenues 
* = of the admiralties might be farmed to ſuch as ſhould 
; bid moſt. © And laſtly, that all perſons being under 
oath to the generality, ſhould be tried for their 
faults and crimes by the council of ſtate, or the re- 

pective admiralties. | 
7 In oppoſition to which the ſtates of Holland 
Ne . ſhewed how prejudicial thoſe equipments, or ſetting 


out ſhips to ſca, had been by means of the ſuperin- 
| | tendants 


\ 
* 


4 


of the admiralties were not ſufficient to clear the 


\% 
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tendants and purveyors, or victuallers at Helvoetfluys ; The fates 

and alſo that the admiralties of Zealand and Friefland ] Hol- 

reſpectively had never conſented to have any equip- cal 

ments made there: that moſt of the provinces, ex- the magi/- 

cept Holland, in the payment of their proportion of rate of 

1108870 guilders deſigned thereunto, were always — | 

flow and remiſs, as to the whole, or elf: deficient —7 

in part; and. that the admiralties would and could fourth a- 

better equip or ſet. forth ſhips to ſea than others; gainf it. 

and that an inſurance company would fo burden 

and clog our trade, that our inhabitants would not 

be able to ſell ſo cheap as our neighbours : and that 

the farmers would not haveany regard to the durable 

proſperity of commerce, but to their preſent profit, 

and poſſibly might value themſelves upon the ſeizure 

of goods, whereby they might ſo plague the mer. 

chants, that they would rather ceaſe trading, or 

leave the country. And concerning the point of 
- juriſdiction to be granted to the generality, and to 

the reſpective admiralties, that 'tis a matter of fo + 

great importance, that the whole ſovereignty of the 

provinces would neceſſarily be thereby transferred 

to them. . at 

But the prince of Orange and the deputies of the Aitzm. B. 

generality were not well pleaſed with the repreſen- 19.5. 176. 
| tation made by the ſtates of Holland and Weſt- Frieſ* 5, ga- 

land, and ſtill reſolved to carry on their defign, and they pro- 

by their greatneſs to overpower them, ſending no- <##ded no 

table addreſſes, however illegal, for that end, to Fa woe | 
the particular cities, and eſpecially to the burgo- % e. 
maſters and council of Amſterdam ; by whoſe good rim being 
management and firm oppoſition, as allo by prince 2. meb 
Henry's ſmooth and eaſy maxims which hitherto he -+ anger 
had followed, that be might be thought unlike his e pate; 
hated brother, together with a fear of being reputed of Hol- 


as arbitrary as Maurice had been, this deſign failed, land re- 


and went no further. 9 | 
whe 4b | Ard it might e 
| | 8 _ttpt clear. 
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And tho* Holland was thus ſaved from ſudden 
ruin, yet the uneaſineſs and loſſes of the tradipg 
and maritime inhabitants ſtill continued: fo t 
the council of ſtate, and the ſtates. of Holland, once 
more remonſtrated, that the private capers of Dun. 
kirk had done us more miſchief than ever the kings 
ſhips had done; and that we on our ſide had ſeen 

that our cruiſers fitted out by ptivate men, in hopes 
of the reward promiſed for taking the enemies ſhips, 
had in a ſhort time purged the ſeas from depreda- 
tions; and that thoſe robbers were again abroad, 
perceiving our capers, for want of ſuch payment, 
went out no more againſt the Dunkirk robbers, but 
only againſt merchant ſhips 3 and therefore the ſaid 
ſtates molt inſtantly deſired to have the placaet re- 
newed, whereby the ſaid rewards may certainly 
and immediately be paid. But this was not granted. 

By means of all which diſorders it was no wonder 
that little leſs than nineteen millions was granted 
according to the petitionary requeſt of the council 
of ſtate for this year, and yet nothing done. On 
the contrary, lieutenant admiral Tromp, on the 
14th of March of the enſuing year 1640, gave 
advice, that the Dunkirkers had then 40 fail of 
ſhips at ſea, taking rich prizes, and ſkimming the 
ſeas by ſquadrons: ſo that the very convoys of this 

All which ſtate were unſecure, and often. taken; and that on 
lies and pur fide vice admiral de Witte was at ſea with 6 
eee ſail only: ſo that the great loſſes of the mer- 
= "> - chants, which had continued ſo, many years, pro- 
number of duced in the years 1639, and 1640, in the province 
bankrupts. of Holland, and chiefly at Amſterdam, more bank- 
rupts of the richeſt and worthieſt traders than ever 
had been known or heard in theſe countries. And 
for this reaſon thoſe of Holland propoſed to the 
aſſembly of the ſtates general, in preſence of the 
prince of Orange, and concluded, that the reſpec- 


tive admiralties ſhould, as formerly, ſet out yg 
or 
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for guard of the coaſt, and cruiſers; and that four 

receivers ſhould be appointed to receive the money 

required to that end, that ſo it might not be mixed 

with other monies, or employed, to pay the debts Aitzma, 

of the admiralties. | | B. 22. p. 
And in regard every one could perceive that this * 1 

order was not effectual enough to clear the ſeas, 159 Ha. 

of the principal merchants of Amſterdam, in the jang a. 

beginning of the year 1641, joined with the ſtates gain 

of Holland, and beſought the ſtates general, that reatned 

better care might be taken to keep in the Dunkirkers i, 

. . . paying the 
than formerly; adding, that in caſe it were not Pa. 
done, they would detain their money given for /ary lan 
payment of 30 companies of ſoldiers, levied in the forces, the 
year 1628, and clear the ſeas themſelves. But at _ br 
that time the prince of Orange, and the deputies ow. * 
of the generality, who were ſupported and encou- r fear 
raged by him, were ſtill ſo much dreaded, that the omitted it. 
ſtates of Holland durſt not undertake to intermeddle a;;zma 
with a matter ſo much for the advantage of our Bok 22. 
trade and fiſhery, Wherefore the Dunkirkers con- P. 360. 
tinued going to ſea, and not only ſo, but took 
prizes at the mouth of our harbours : particularly 
in April, 1642, with 22 frigates they ſeized all So that the 
they met with, and among others, eighteen ſhips Dunkir- 
belonging to Zierictzee. And on the 5th of No- —_— - 

vember 10 Dunkirk frigates were ſo bold, that they 25 * 
fell upon the whole Ruſſia fleet; and having taken J. v. 
of them eighteen merchant ſhips, and a man of Sand. 57%. 
war, the other convoy with eight Ria men more, . 
hardly eſcaped. 

And altho* the deputies of the great fiſhery had 

complained in June to the deputies of the gene- 
rality of their loſſes, and deſired better protection; 

yet we may eaſily perceive how little the prince of 
Orange, and the deputies regarded the loſs, and £ 
complaints of the ſeamen, and trading inhabitants, 
lince inſtead of redreſſing matters, they had not 


only 
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And that only in the foregoing year employed the m 
js wr 4 granted for that end, 1n ſetting out a fleet of 3 
our mer. {hips for the aſſiſtance of Portugal; but alſo, tho 
chants and that fleet had effected nothing for the benefit of theſe 
— countries, nor could do it, yet nevertheleſs for the 
e u. ſame end, the generality made a new demand of 
ney was bo guilders. So that we may juſtly ſay, 
diverted to the prince of Orange, with the deputies of the ge 
2 For- nerality, and the inland provinces, made it their 
principal buſineſs to pay their land army, and in 
Aitzma, caſe of any deficiency, to connive at falſe muſters; 
5 * J. taking all poſſible care ſo to order matters, that the 
2 7 taxes for the army might be well paid, or elſe 
374. Holland was put to find money or credit for that 
Fry purpoſe. Yet for all this, when the ſtates of 
officers of {Holland had freely and readily levied many and 
the army great taxes to clear the ſeas, they were forced 
paid o to let them fall into the hands of thoſe who em- 
1 ployed them to other ends: the ſtates of Hal- 
rally ve. land continuing in ſuch an awful reverence for the 
awarded prince; and ſome others who laboured more to 
befides. advance his intereſt, and get his favour, than to 
procure the proſperity of che country, that they 
durſt not make uſe of their own money to clear 
the ſea. Only thoſe of Holland and Zealand 
cConſulted together to ſcour the ſeas at their own 
New tax- charge diſtinct from the other provinces 3 but 
es propoſed would not execute their project for fear of of- 


why txt fending the prince. Yet thoſe of Zealand took 


ern navi- à vigorous reſolution to erect a weſtern ſociety, to 
gation, un- ſet out 24 ſhips of war, out of the'produce of a 
der di- duty of one per Cent. upon all goods inward, and 
rection of 
particular one half per Cent. upon all goods outward 
perſons. bound, to maintain convoys for all ſhips to the 
weſtward, forwards and backwards. 
By all which it appears how much the trade and 
navigation of our people was at that time aban- 


doned by the government: for the Eaſt and 5 
| ndia 
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India companies, together with the Greenland Ai if all 
company, prohibited them ſailing into thoſe ſeas, other taxes 
The great fiſhery northward and eaſt ward, were c 
forced to pay their own convoys. The $S!raits thing. and 
ſhips were to defend themſelves againſt the Turks all the in- 
by their chargeable manning and arming, accord- : 
ing to the new regulation. And yet they delibe- — —ogy 
raced to put the charge of convoying weſtward auer 209. 
upon the merchants, as if all duties raiſed for con- h a- 
voys, cuſtoms, and ſubſidies, as well as all other Si 
impoſts, were paid for nothing, and ought to be Jt 
wreſted from the trading inhabitants, and other * 
people of Holland, to the end that province might 

not increaſe, but decay in power and riches. 

But the weſtern ſociety not going on, thoſe of 
Holland and Zealand jointly remonſtrated ſo ear- 
neſtly the neceſſity of better clearing of the ſeas, Bu at l. 
and the uſeſulneſs of private ſhips of war, if care the fates 
were taken that the rewards ſo often promiſed 7 1 
might be readily paid, that at laſt in the year Iand 55e. 
1643, out of certain new impoſts a fund was raiſed cured a 
of 200000 guilders to pay the reward promiled certain 
for all the enemies ſhips of war that had been /**4 or 
taken, So that by renewing the placaet, the in- 
habitants and magiſtrates ot the cities of Holland Ajtzma, 
were encourged to ſet out ſhips of war for that ſervice. p. 578. 

And tho? the commonalty during this long and 
ill government of publick affairs, were made to 
believe that the ſea was ſo wide and vaſt, that it 
could not be cleared from the Dunkirkers ; yet by 
theſe new cruiſers,which were ſet out by the ma- 
giſtrates of Amſterdam and Rotterdam, the cities of 
North-Holland, and ſome particular perſons of Zea- 
land, it ſoon appeared that not only the narrow 
leas, but the ocean alſo could very well be freed of 
them: for ſo ſoon as the clearing of the ſeas was 
effectually undertaken, and men encouraged by the 
reward, there were ſo many Spaniſh men of mY 

ca Ken 
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taken, and beaten out of the ſeas, that in lieu of 

giving 8 or 10 per rent. for inſurance to Rochel or 
Bourdeaux, it fell to two or three only. 

And tho? by their free and open navigation thus 
procured, and the increaſe of commerce both in 
Holland and Zealand which followed thereupon, 

thoſe provinces were likely to grow ſo ſtrong, as 
to be too high to crouch to the captain and admi- 
ral general; yet prince Henry, weakened with age, 
could not remedy that growing inconveniency, as 
ger the he had formerly done. Which was ſo well known 
placaet to the ſtates, and particularly to thoſe of Holland, 
book of the that in the year 1645, the new cruiſers were en- 
fates bene couraged to continue their care of the ſeas, by 

ral. | * tha» 
more advantageous conditions than before: till in 

the end a peace with Spain was concluded in the 

year 1648, which put an end to the war, and Fle- 

miſh privateering. 

But whilſt the prince of Orange, and his cabi- 
net council, the deputies of the generality, tranſ- 
ported with ambition and jealouſy of Holland's 
greatneſs and power, help*d to break the ballance 
between France and Spain to the prejudice of all 
Europe, and of us in particular, making the crown 
of France viſibly to preponderate the other, and 
too long favouring their arms with ſo great im- 
prudence, that admiral Tromp with his princely 
fleet of coaſt-ſhips, holding in the. years 1644, 

See Aitz- 1645, and 1646 ſucceſſively, Graveling, Mardike, 
ma on the Schuurtien, and Dunkirk itſelf block'd up by 
 thiſe 19" ſea, cauſed them to fall into the hands of the 
hs, French. In recompence of which they burdened 
- our countrymen reſiding in France with higher du- 

ties than any other nation paid. Beſides which 

they ſhew'd their thieviſh nature, by ſeizing in the 
Mediterranean ſeas as many as they could of our 
merchant ſhips, eſpecially the richeſt ; and mani- 

teſted their unfaithfulneſs againſt their _ = 

ail 
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faithful allies. So that whereas in times paſt we 4t /a/ 
had traded in ſome parts of Italy belonging to the *%* b 
king of Spain with freedom, and without ſearch, 83 
the French cauſed all our ſhips to ſtrike; and ha- — hy 
ving by letters or bills of lading found any ene- gan 1 pr 
my's goods on board, they did not only confiſcate . « 
them, but alſo all the Holland goods with them: J. 
whereby the merchants of Amſterdam alone, as 
they have owned, loſt more than ten millions of 
guilders. Which added to the revolt of the trea- 
cherous Portugueſe in Brazil, Angola, and St. Tho- 
mas, lay ſo heavy upon them, that in the years 3;4 
1646, and 1647, bankrupts were become frequent caaſd 2 
and great; our traffick and exchange banks being % num. 
at a ſtand for ſome time, no man knowing whom . 
to truſt. And indeed how great thoſe loſſes muſt : 
have been that were able to ruin ſo many rich and 
worthy merchants, may appear, if we conſider that 
the Engliſh, during the war of the years 1652 and 
1653, having taken in the Channel and North. 
dea an incredible number of our merchants ſhips, 
nevertheleſs very few bankrupts were ſeen amongſt 
our merchants, and almoſt none except among the 
inſurers, | | 

But how theſe French depredations ceaſed after 
the death of the laſt captain-general, ſhall be ex- 
plained hereafter among the good fruits of the free 
and eaſy government of Holland. And now for 
concluſion, I ſhall deſire the reader, if he doubt of 4 th'/ 
the truth here related concerning our affairs of ſtate zew ron. 
and war by ſea and land, to examine the ſame — 7 5 
more amply and fully by the books of Lewis van = — 
Ailzma (by the confeſſion of all an authentick hi- 4,44 f 
ſtorian) from whence theſe particulars are for the pr. Wil- 
moſt part extracted, and to conſider at the ſame liam. 
time whether the increaſe of the riches of the inha- 
bitants of Holland in general, during the govern- 
ment of thoſe cabinet — and ſucceſſive princes, us 


- — — — 


. 
— ——— 


194 


The objec- 
tion an- 
fawered,. 
that theſe 
provinces 
were ad- 
vanced 
under the 
govern- 
ment 
the ſaid 
princes. 


The Neceſſity of clearing Part Il. 
be not very impertinently attributed to that 
ment, ſeeing that increaſe, next to the bleſſing of 
God, was cauſed by our good ſituation on the ſea, 
and rivers, and, as is uſual, by the“ deſtructiye 
wars which laſted very long in other parts, and 
eſpecially ia the neighbouring countries: for in the 
time of old prince William, the ruin of Brabant 
and Flanders, and afterwards in the times of the 
princes. Maurice and Henry, thoſe laſting wars, and 
terrible devaſtations of Germany, and many other 
adjacent countries, ſupported and ſupplied our ci. 
ties with manufactures, merchants and mechanicks; 
who finding here the ſtates manner of government 
not quite overthrown, have under thoſe remains of 


publick freedom, erected many new manufactures 


Our thri- 


Ving pro- 


and trades, and have been able to keep up the old 
imploy ments and traffick of Holland, eſpecially 
through the diligence, vigilance, valour, and fru- 
gality, which are not only natural zo the Hollan- 
ders, but by the nature of our country is commu- 


 ceeds from nicated to all foreigners that inhabit among us, ac- 


the wars 


of our 


neigh- 


cording to the old ſaying, * There is à certain ſecret 
viriue natural to the country of Holland. So that 


hours, our Our inhabitants by the ſaid qualifications for the 


fituation 
and Ha- 
dow of li- 
ber 9, &c. 


promoting of traffick and navigation, having ex- 
celled all other neighbouring people, tis a wonder 
that by our before- mentioned ill government in 
maritime affairs, we were not utterly ruined. 
»Tis alfo to be well confidered, whether the in- 


| | habicants of Hollend in ſuch caſes; and indued with 


ſuch qualifications, would not have been much 
more happy under a free government by ſtates 
than under the conduct of the three ſucceſſive 


- princes, before mentioned, and ſuch deputies of the 


generality as continually ſought to promote the 
| princes 


* Creſcit interea Roma Albæ ruinis. Liv. 
+ Occulta eſt Batavæ quædam vis inlita terræ. 
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princes grandeur, and conſequently their own, 


more than the welfare of the country. 

And whether our own ſad experience hath not 
abundantly taught us the truth of the maxim pto- 
poſed at the beginning of this chapter, viz. That 
ſuch cities and countries, whoſe rulers ought to be 

reſumed to be more or leſs concerned to keep the 
eas Clear of enemies, ought alſo to have more or 
lefs authority and power about maritime affairs, 


That Hol- 


treaſure, and militia, by which the ſeas are to be jand ought 
kept free and open: and conſequently that the we w i 
magiſtrates of the cities, who are any ways con- t the 


cerned in the flouriſhing of the manufactures, fiſhe- 


ries, traffick, ſhipping, and guard of the ſeas, 


ſcouring of 


the ſeas to 
any but 


ought to be intruſted with them, and no other per- Sen- 
ſons in the world. | « ſelves. 


CHAP. Il. 

Above all things war, and chiefly by ſea, is 
moſt prejudicial, and peace very beneficial 
ſor Holland. | 

UT if the ſcouring of the ſeas againſt ſea rob- 

B bers or enemies is ſo neceſſary for Holland 


uring peace, then much more peace itſelf. For Peace is 


war, it deprives our inhabitants at once of all their 
trade to the enemies country, and carries it to the 


beſides that all ſea robbing is more frequent in v geceſ- 


ary for 


Holland. 


inhabitants of neutral nations ; beſides which, all | 
ſhips, goods and debts of the Hollanders that are 


in the enemies country are confiſcated, which may 
give this people an incredible great blow : for the 
Hollanders do not wait as other people till men 
come to buy their goods in their own country, and 
give ready money for them, but they tranſport 
their goods through the world, and keep them 


there in warehouſes waiting for chapmen ; and 


O 2 | that 
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that which is moſt grievous, when they ell, in 
Europe they uſually give a year's time for pay. 

And war ment. And moreover, when in any foreign coun. 
detrimen- try the growth and manufaCtures of that place are 
tal. very plentiful and cheap, ſuch commodities are 

. preſently bought up by our merchants, paid with 

Becauſe (my money, and kept in their magazines. there, 
our debts ꝛill the ſeaſon of exportation and} ſhipping preſent 
5 for other places; ſo that the enemy may eaſily 
enemies make ſeizure of many of our goods, which we can 
country, by no means retaliate. 26 ws 
And then it alſo commonly happens, that our 
enemies either by whole fleets do intirely obſtruct 
And our our trade by ſea, or by privateers may make in. 
1 95h credible depredations upon us. For by reaſon that 
2 * our fiſhery and foreign trade are fo greatly diſpet- 
turked, Ted, Holland is not able to defend them in all pl. 
ces, and be maſters at ſea at one and the ſame 
time; tho? we had nothing elſe in charge but only 
to clear the. ſeas. Whereas we on the con 
can find little or no booty at ſea, becauſe we art 
the only great traders there. 55 | 
And for war by land, tho? it be not ſo prejudi- 
cial to Holland as by ſea, yet *tis manifeſtly diſad. 
| vantagious to the merchant, and greatly miſchic- 
vous to all the inhabitants in general, but eſpecially 
to thoſe that drive a foreign trade. And whoſo- 
ever doubts of this, let him only conſult the reg- 
ſters of the admiralties of Amſterdam, with thoſe of 
other places, and he will ſee that ſince our peace 
with Spain our navigation and commerce is increz 
ſed one half. The reader may alſo remember, 
that during the war, the convoy and cuſtoms to- 
gether did at moſt amount to but 1588763 gui. 
Aitzma, ders, yet when we had peace, our convoy-moneſ 
Chap. 3. alone of all the admiralties, did in the year 1664 
| produce 3172898 guilders, when by calculation 
it was concluded that the admiralty of l 
year 
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yearly 400000 guilders of revenue. And that is Thereby 
not ſtrange, for the war with Spain being carried 24% 
on both by ſea and land, our merchants were put lll . 
to great troubles and ſtraits : and : tis a great burden 57 the 
to our inhabitants to bring into the field ſo great revenue of 
and chargeable an army as to gain fortified cities „ admi- 
from our neighbours by long ſieges: but it is 7552, 9, 
doubly ridiculous to endeavour to make men of ,; abe 
underſtanding believe that it tended to the benefit value it is 
of Holland, when an honourable peace, or a long of 
truce was every year offered to us, as often to reject 5,"” 1 
and refuſe it, and yet Holland was forced to take 
a vaſt ſum of money at intereſt, and then to 
take up another ſum to pay thoſe intereſts, and all Becauſe 
this to carry on an offenſiye war to gain conqueſts {4 can 
and victories 3 which are not only uſeleſs, but muſt 1 * 
needs be very burdenſome to a country whoſe fron- en Hol- 
tiers, by means of the ſea and rivers, are for the lands 
moſt part every where ſo eaſy to be fortified and . 
kept, that by purely ſtanding on its own defence, | 
it would certainly be able to confound all foreign : 
power that ſhould attack it. Whereas on the other 
ſide it is certain, that generally all republicks, eſpe- 
cially thoſe that ſubſiſt by commerce, have been 
ruined by offenſive wars and conqueſts, 
And that this was well known to thoſe that ſided _ . 
with the prince againſt thoſe of Barnavel!'s party 
in this ſtate, the preſident Feannin teſtified on the 
29th of Auguſt 1608, in a letter to monſieur Vil- 
leroy, ſecretary of ſtate in France, as follows: I. 
is certain that the ſtates, how weak ſoever they 
are, do not loſe their courage, but rather chuſe 10 
return to war, than accept a peace or truce for 
many years upon other conditions than thoſe for- 
merly mentioned, They (I conceive he means ſuch 
as by all means deſired a war, and thoſe were, as 
1s well known, of the prince's party) ſay among 
ivemſelves, if France abandons us, we muſt ruin, 
0 O 3 demoliſh, 
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Which for- demoliſh, and abandon ſome cities, and parts of the 
2 ” I remoteſt provinces, which, by reaſon of the preat 
PR es of charge of keeping them, will more weaken thay 
the prin- ſtrengthen us; and we muſt alſo diſmantle ſome 
ce 1 fart, places of leaſt importance, And moreover they ſay, 
as 4% that all this being done, they ſhould have wherewith 

to continue in ſervice 40000 foot and 2500 horſe, 
beſides the navy, thirty years longer: and that 
therewith they ſhould be ſtrong enough ſo to tire the 
king of Spain, and after ſuch a manner to exhauſt 
bis treaſury, that be will be neceſſitated to n the 
conditions which now be rejects. 

Prince And that prince Maurice himſelf indy very 
Maurice well that theſe countries might be better and with 
e 59 leſs expence defended againſt the enemy with few 
"5" frontier places than. many, appears by a letter writ- 
ten about two months after, to the ſaid prince by 
the king of France : in which, . other parti- 
culars, is this paſſage, The great charge that the 
war requires you bave experimented, — found that 
the ſtates alone were not able to bear it, nay hardly 
with the help of friends, who formerly contributed 
of their own to bear thoſe expences. And if it ſhould 
happen that you by weakneſs, or want of mioney be 
neceſſitated to quit and leave ſome part of the coun- 
try to the enemy, whereby to defend the reſt the bei- 
ter, as the ſaid Lambert (the prince's envoy) hath 
declared to me on your behalf, that you are reſolved 
to do ſo rather than enter into the ſaid treaty, unleſs 
it be firſt expreſs'd in plain terms, That the ſove- 

reigniy ſhall ever be and remain in the ſtates, &c. 
And et All which particulars above-mentioned being 
2 _— in thoſe days agreed by ſtateſmen and experienced 
Fer 6 face ſoldiers, 'tis as certain that ſince that time by the 
conduct of prince Henry, very many remote places 
about the Scheld, Maeſe and Rhine, have been 
taken in and fortified, and that the generality out 
of all the lands and cities ſituate out of the voting 
provinces 
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inces (for ſome of them are not allowed to Mich al. 
have their ſuffrages) about the year 1664, had only er 
one million of guilders annual revenue, and yet the 777. © 
keeping of them coſt more than four millions year- a and 
ly ; ſo that thoſe that are of the prince's party muſt require 
in all reſpects acknowledge, that the ſtates of Hol- Hur milli- 
land did, in the year 1640, very well repreſent the 
matter to prince Henry, by telling him, that it de- 
ſerved conſideration, whether it were not better to 
make no more conqueſts, or even to loſe ſome 
that are already acquired, than by long ſieges, and 
conſequently great charge to the ſtate, to ſuffer them S2 t all 
ſuddenly to fink and fall in like an undermined hill, fer 6M 
Upon which there was nothing replied by the prince, ;, Ze f. 
but only that he could not be well pleaſed to ſee the born. 
conqueſts which had coſt the country ſo much blood Aitzma | 
and treaſure, ſo little eſteemed. From all which, 4.7. 
it is certain, that Holland's interelt is to ſeek after er 


peace, and not war. 


Ap. III. 
That Holland hath antiently received theſe 


maxims of peace. 


F D that the trading provinces of the Nether- 

lands have always followed theſe maxims, The max- 

manifeſtly appears in antient hiſtory : for the ſove- 
peace have 

reigns of the country were never ſuffered by their ancient 

own authority to make war, or lay any impoſition Been al 

tor maintenance of military forces, nay not to do #newn in 

it in the meetings of the ſtates, by plurality of voices, Holland. 

For in theſe exceſſively prejudicial affairs, they 

would not hazard their being over-· voted. Where- 

of we have had very many examples, not only in 

that rich trading province of Flanders, but alſo in 

Holland, eſpecially with relation to England; with 

which country the Netherlands could formerly dea! 

| „ well N 
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well enough. For before the halls and tumults had 
removed the weaving trade thither, the Englif 
were ſhepherds and wool merchants ; and their king 
received few other impoſts than from wool export. 
ed, no leſs depending on the Netherlands (the only 
wool weavers of Europe) than the weavers on them, 
And amongſt we read in the year 138g, 
that duke Albert of Bavaria, as earl of Holland 
and Zealand, &c. having brought theſe province, 
without the conſent of Dort and Zierickzee, into a 
war with England, the Engliſh took many ſhips 
with wine coming from Roche] ; and not only re- 
leaſed all thoſe that belonged to Dort and. Zierictes, 
but came to thoſe places to ſell their prizes, becauſe 
they had not conſented to the war. | { 
Which is And on this foundation is built the great inter- 
courſe (called intercurſus magnus) between England 
Incurſus and the Netherlands, containing expreſly, That the 
Magnus, ſame covenant is not only made between the ſovereign 
lords of both fides, but between the vaſſals, cities and 
ſubbjccts alſo; ſo that thoſe who had done the injury, 
and not others, ſhould be puniſhed, the peace and ©- 
venant remaining, in full force, for the benefit of all 
ol bers, who had not conſented to the war, or injury 
done. So that if a ſhip had ſailed, out without tht 
prince*s commiſſion, or the commiſſion of any ily, 
that city was to make good the damage done by that 
ſhip. And this treaty- (which is very obſervable) 
was not only ſigned by plenipotentiaries, on the 
behalf of the king of England, and the arch-duke 
as prince of theſe lands, but alſo ſealed and ſigned 
by the burgc-maſters of the cities of Ghent, 
That was Bruges, Ipres, Dunkirk, Newport, Antwerp, Ber- 
ed by gen, Dort, Delft, Leyden, Amſterdam, Middit- 
pt Doi burgh, Zierickzee, Veer, Mechelen, Bruſſels, and 
' tines. © Brill, anno 1495. All which thoſe on both ſides 
affirm to have been tranſacted for the greater 
{.curity of amity and trade. F 
or 


„ 
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For the council of the cities did not uſe to be 
under oath to the lord or prince who uſurped, and 
acquired the nomination of their magiſtrates only 
by means of differences ariſing among the cities z 
but the cities might of antient times, without ap- 
probation of the earls, entertain ſoldiers in their 
own ſervice. On the other ſide, the earls uſed in 
times of peace to have no garriſons, ſoldiers, ma- 
gazines, or treaſure, which, with the diviſions of 
the cities of Amiens and St. Quintin formerly mort- 4 it 
gaged, were the cauſe that they fell from the houſe peared af 
of Burgundy into the hands of the king of France, ® = 
their antient Jord, in 1470, of which Philip de Co- _— 
mines thus ſpeaks: Charles Duke of Burgundy, having ns 
holding an aſſembly of the ſtates in his country, (viz, fanding + 
theſe provinces) repreſented to them the great pre- Here., 9 
jqudice he had ſuffered, by having no ſoldiery in pay pe my 5 
on his frontiers, as the king had, and that the fron- 
tiers could have been well kept with 500 men at arms, . 2 
and might have continued in peace.“ He fartber Canet 
acquainted them with the great dangers which bu | | 
over their heads, and preſſed hard for a ſupply to 
maintain 800 lanceers, In the end, the ſtates agreed 
to allow bim 120000 crowns annually, over and 
above what he received of bis ordinary revenues, 
not including Burgundy. But his ſubjefts ſcrupled 
much to take that burden upon them, ibo to diſtreſs 
France with this body of - horſe (for Lewis XI. . Charles 
king of France, was the Frſt in Europe, who in a of Bur- 
time of peace kept armed forces on foot). And in- gundy the 
deed the lates of the Netherlands ſcrupled it not . who 7 
without reaſon : for hardly had the duke raiſed 5 as. 
or boo of his horſe, but his defire of encreaſing their | 
number, and of invading all his neighbours, grew 
to that height, that in ſhort time he brought them 
to the payment of five hundred thouſand crowns, 
keeping in pay great numbers of horſe, ſo that his 

: | | ſubjects 


* 
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ſubjefts were thereby greatly oppreſt. Thus far 
Comines. | 
> Butat the death of the duke thoſe ſtanding horſe, 
in time of peace, were diſbanded till the year 1547, 
when that formidable emperor Charles V. erected 
a certain number of ſtanding troops, conſiſting of 
4000 horſe, commanded by colonels and captains, 
to be ready at all times, upon any attempt, on the 
frontiers, with their horſes and arms. But Philip Il. 
of Spain, being jealous of theſe armed inhabitants, 
\ neglected to pay and muſter them: fo that. theſe 
regiments of the militia coming to nothing, and he 
purpoſing in lieu of them, to maintain a ſtanding 
army of Spaniards in theſe countries, was .oppoſed 
in that attempt by the ſtates pf the Netherlands, 
which was one of the principal occaſions of our 
.  commotions and wars that enſued. 
Aud aflhy, And with the union of Utrecht, Holland neglec- 
by the U ted not altogether its intereſt in this particular : for 
44 according to the ninth article, no plurality of votes 
appears takes place in affairs of a new war contribution, 
how care- and peace. Which freedom the particular mem- 
Al theſe bers of Holland have conſtantly kept, as well as in 
— the aſſembly of the ſtates; and not without reaſon: 
avere to for ſeeing it is contrary to the Jaw of nature, for 
avid a mefi to give another the power of taking away theit 
zew war. lives, on condition and promiſe that he will uſe it 
wholly for their benefit; but yet that if he makes 
an ill uſe of that power, and will take away their 
lives, they may not in ſelf-defence uſe their natural 
ſtrength againſt him: it follows, that all obligations 
which do ſo powerfully oppoſe and prejudice the 
welfare of our country, muſt be null and void, 10 
long as we are maſters of our own government. 


CHAP. 


'ed, whether it would not be adviſable for Holland 
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Some caſes laid down, in which it ſeems adviſ- 


able for Holland to engage in a war; and 
yet thoſe being well weighed, it is concluded, 
that Holland nevertheleſs ought to ſeek for 


peace. 


IIAVIN in the two laſt chapters clearly Enquiry 
ſhewed what Holland's maxims ought to be, mag: dub. 


and have been of old, viz. peace for her inhabi- her it le. 


tants, to purſue the fame by all convenient means, ai, 
and decline war: yet in ſeveral caſes whereby our 
people might be incumbered, or vexed, or in dan- 
ger to be ſo, and when it may be preſumed that 
our free-ſtate by revolution of time and affairs, may 
run the hazard of being ruined ; it may be doubt- 
to begin an offenſive war. 8 

I ſhall therefore give you my thoughts about 
ſome of them, and do ſay, that we ought never to 9, mate 
undertake a war by reaſon of any foreign impoſition =o war, 
or toll whatſoever upon goods; for thoſe remedies the yi tag 
vill always be worſe for Holland than the diſeaſe. 5g, f. 


And the fame ſeems to be with much more conve- reign taxs | 


niency removed, by charging their commodities as e: ? 
much here, as our wares, merchants and mariners 
are charged in thoſe parts. In all ſuch caſes we 
generally find, that either the high impoſitions are 
prohibitions of themſelves, or that the traffick jn 
thoſe over-burdened commodities thrives as well as 
before : for if by thoſe tolls the commodities bur- 
dened are prevented from being imported, he then 
that ſo charged them, immediately finds thereby ſo 
great a loſs, that of his own accord he uſually takes 
off this impoſition, | 
And 
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And of this we have innumerable examples ; for 
hiſtories are filled with wars which have been in vain 
carried on, by reaſon of the raiſing ſuch tolls, ag 
the erectors themſelves have at laft been glad to 
leſſen, or take wholly away : as lately in September 
1662, the republick of Venice perceiving how much 
their traffick by ſea was diminiſhed, of their own 
motion diſcharged two tolls, the one named 6 per 

cent. and the other on goods that came weſtward - 

from ſea. | „ 
Net tobal- On the other ſide, there occurs to my thoughts 
lance the another great piece of folly, viz. that the merchants 
fates of of Holland, and the ſtate itſelf being founded upon 
Europe? traffic, ſhould yet make uſe of it for a perpetual 
maxim, and continue in their preſent unfortified 
condition, in which often, for fear of a future and 
ſharper war, they will be contriving to balance the 
3 muſt ſtates of Europe. For when we have impregnably 
jm rag fortified all our cities and frontiers, as we ought, we 
crow may then, according to the intereſt of our ſtate ſay 
ſtrong and to all people, give peace in our days, O Lord. And 
_ bealiiful. if the worſt happens, by fitting ſtill we ſhall fo 
ſtrengthen and improve our land, ſea-forces, and 
treaſure, that no power will be eaſily brought to 
attack us, but rather ſome weaker ſtate. Whereas 
now on the contrary, we exhauſt our treaſure, and 
weaken ourſelves every way, not knowing whether 
we ſhall ever overcome theſe inconveniences, which, 
either by want of fortifications, or our obſtinacy, 
we pull down upon our own heads: and being weaker 
by our own negligence or wantonneſs, we may, after 
having wreſtled with thoſe difficulties, more eaſily 
fall from one weakneſs into another, and ſo be at 

laſt over- powered. | 

As all ſkilful phyſicians hold it for a good ma- 

kim, * that one means of preſerving health, is to te- 

train from health-drinking : ſo they always My 

| rom 

© Una ſalus ſanis nullam potare ſalutem. | 


Pleaſure, who at any time had oppoſed him. 


Pace dubia bellum potius. 


\ 
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from taking phyſick in time of health, for fear of 
future ſickneſs, becauſe thereby we frequently bring 
ſickneſs and death upon ourſelves; whereas by good 
fortifications, and temporizing, we may eſcape, chi 
ha tempo ha vita, And in all cafes phyſick weakens 
the body, and the continual uſe of it ſhortens a man's 
life. And therefore we may well make uſe of that 
wholeſom counſel, as moſt agreeable to our pro- 
vinces, viz. of uſing no phyſician : for if Holland 
takes care to provide every thing neceſſary, and 
then ſtands in its own' defence; it is not to be over- 
powered by any potentate-on earth. If we run to 
quench every fire, for fear the war ſhould paſs over 
others, and kindle in our own buildings, we ſhall 
certainly, conſume ourſelves by degrees, and by our 
own actions be ruined. - 


In ſhort, Holland taking due care of things, is 
ſo powerful as not to be conquered by any, except Holland': 
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perhaps by England, if that nation ſhall be willing interef, 
to ruin itſelf: ſo that we may truly ſay, that if Hol- ice the. 
land, for fear of a war, ſhall begin a war, it. muſt 


for fear of the ſmoak leap into the fire. And this 


TO 

of the Spa- 

ET niard, is 
folly cannot be excuſed in any meaſure by that max perſidi 


im which we uſed here, in the beginning of our nether 


ſeeing we then made war for our freedom, or at 
leaſt the ſhadow of it, againſt our own prince, it is 


certain that all peace, of what nature ſoever, would 


have diſarmed the ſtates of theſe provinces, and de- 
prived them of their ſtrength. And on the other 
fide, the king of Spain remaining prince of theſe 


countries, and able to keep on foot ſome ſtanding 


forces in all his other territories, might have made 
himſelf, at any time, abſolute lord of theſe parts, 


without regard either to promiſes, oaths or ſeals 


and then have puniſhed all thoſe at his will and 
But 


. 


troubles, * war is better than uncertain peace : for thing. 
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But now, God be praiſed, the ſtates of Holland 
living in a time of peace, are alone in poſſeſſion of 


all the ſtrength of the country, and are able to go- 
vern it better than in war, without the controul of 


No ſucb 


any, according to their own pleaſures: ſo that the 
contrary is now true in Holland, war is much work 
than an uncertain peace, and among all pernicious 
things, except the intolſerable ſlavery of being go- 
verned by the will of a ſingle perſon, nothing is more 


miſchievous than a war: tor if war be the very worſt 


thing that can befal a nation, then an uncertain peace 
muſt be bad, becauſe a war is likely to enſue. 
But ſome may further ask, ſeeing peace is ſo ne. 
ceſſary for Holland, whether out of a ſtrong deſire 
of a firm and laſting peace, we ought not, when 
once engaged, to continue in war, till we haye 
compelled the enemy to a well grounded peace? 
To this I anſwer z if we conſider the uncertainty 


thing as a of this world, eſpecially in Europe, and that we by 


certain © 


Face, 


traffick and navigation have occaſion to deal with ' 


all nations, we ought to hold for a firm and general 


maxim, that an aſſured peace is, in relation to Hol. 
land, a mere chimera, a dream, a fiction, uſed on- 
ly by thoſe, who, like ſyrens or mermaids, endea- 
vour, by their melodious ſinging of a pleafant and 
firm peace, to delude the credulous Hollanders, till 


they ſplit upon the rocks. 


Therefore it is, and will remain a truth, that 
next to the freedom of the rulers and inhabitants at 
home, nothing is more neceſſary to us than peace 
with all men, and in ſuch a time of peace to make 


effectual proviſion for good fortifications on the 
_ frontiers of our provinces; to keep a competent 


number of men of war at fea; to huſband our trea- 
ſure-at home, and, as ſoon as poſſibly we may, to 
take off thoſe impoſts that are rnoft burdenſom, 
eſpecially that of convoys ; holding _—_— - 

| ured, 


+ Bellum pace dubia pejus, & malorum omnium peſſimum. 4 
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ſured, that without theſe means, whereby to pro- 

cure a firm peace, and to preſerve our country in 

proſperity, as far as the wickedneſs of this world 

will admit, all other expedients will be found pre- 

judicial to Holland; and that we on the contrary, 

relying on theſe, maxims and means, ought always 

to wait till others make war upon us, directly and 

indeed; becauſe by our diligent and continual pre- 

paration, they would ſoon underſtand, that there is 4 

more to be gotten by us in a time of peace and good 

trading, than by war, and the ruin of trade. | 

But becauſe theſe concluſions concerning the pro- 47 143, 

ſperity of Holland, ſeem to oppoſe the known rules unadvi/a- 

of polity ; , That a defenſive war is a conſump- % te ſland 

tive war; and 2dly, That no rulers can ſubſiſt, un- my » WW 

leſs they put on the ſkin of a lion, as well as that of , ..- 
ay fence, anſ- 

the fox; I ſhall give you my thoughts upon theſe w a. 

two maxims, And truly if we may ſay of ſubjects, 

as the /talzans, - 1 


* One half the year they live by fraud and art, 
By art and fraud they live the other part : 


we may with as good reaſon ſay of thoſe that go- 


. 


T One half the year they live by force and art, 
By art and force they live the other part. 


But he who looks further into matters ſhall find, I is true 
that in uſing theſe maxims there is great diſtinction 7 . 


to be made. For tho? it be true of monarchs and — 
Princes, who will ſuffer no fortifications, that a de- d ror 


fenſive of free re- 
Con arte e con ingano, publicks, 
Si vive mezzo Vanno. 

Con ingano e con arte, 

Si vive Paltra parte. 


I Con forza e con ingano, 
| Si vive mezzo Panno. 
Con forza e con arte, 


Si vive Valtra parte. 
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fenſive is a conſumptive war; yet in republicks 
which live by traffick, and have fortified them. 
ſelves well, all offenſive war is prejudicial and con- 
ſuming : ſo that ſuch countries can never ſubſiſt 
without good fortifications in this world, where the 

| lovers of peace cannot always obtain their with, . 
Becauſe The truth is, great monarchs are juſtly compar 
they are to the lion, who is king of beaſts, never contented 
2 — hor with the produce of their own country, but living 
ref upon the fleſh of their enemies, I wiſh I could not 
their ſub- Tay ſubjects, conquering and plundering their 
jects. neighbours, and burdening their own people with 
Ta taxes and contributions. Yet tho? they appropri- 

ate to themſelves all the advantages of the country, 
they would ſtill be deficient in ſtrength, if by 
means of the fox's ſkin they could not ſometimes 
) anſwer their enemies, and even their own ſubjectz, 
and eſcape the ſnares laid for them by others, 

Whereas Whereas republicks governing with more gentle- 
the rulers neſs, wiſdom, and moderation, have naturally a 
ef a repub- more powerful and numberleſs train of inhabitants 
Get are ,Adhering to them than monarchs, and therefore 
, tand not in need of ſuch maxims, eſpecially thoſe 
govern þ F 
more gen- that ſubſiſt by trade, who ought in this matter to 

th. follow the commendable example of a cat : for ſhe 

| never converſes with ſtrange beaſts, but either 
| keeps at home, or accompanies thoſe of her own 
2 — ſpecies, meddling with none, but in order to de- 
fend her own ; very vigilant to provide for food, 

They muſt and preſerve her young ones: ſhe neither barks 
natural) nor ſnarls at thoſe that provoke or abuſe her; ſo 
— Y 4 ſhy and fearſul, that being purſued, ſhe immedi- 
* ately takes her flight into ſome hole or place of na- 
tural ſtrength, where ſhe remains quiet till the 

_ noiſe be over. But if it happens that ſhe can by 

no means avoid the combat, ſhe is more fierce than 

a lion, defends herſelf with tooth and nail, and 


better than any other beaſt, making uſe of all - 
5 well- 


4 
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vell - huſbanded kreuz. without the leaſt neglect 
or fainting in her extrſity. So that by theſe artz 
that ſpecies enjoy more quiet every where, livre 
longer, are more acceptable, and in greater num- 
— lions, tygers, wolves, foxes, bears, or 
any other beaſts of prey, which often periſh by 
their own ſtrength, and are taken where they lie 
in wait for others. nne 

A cat indeed is outwardly like a lion, yet ſhe is, Holland. 
and will remain but a cat ſtill ; and ſo we who are % 3 
naturally merchants, cannot be turned into ſol. n dee 
diers. But becauſe the cat of Holland hath a great ended ber 
round head, fiery eyes, a dreadful beard, ſharp/F 2 
teeth, fierce claws, a long tail, and a thick hairy gain — 
coat, by means of our merchants; qur ſtadtholder her 40 be 
and captain- general from time to time, and after compar'd 
him ſome of our allies or rulers, who had reaped * 0 
profit by war, have made uſe of all the ſaid fea- , 
tures, and the ſtout defence which this cat made 
when ſhe was ſtraitned and pinch'd by the Spaniſo 
| lion, as ſo many reaſons to prove that ſhe was be- 

come a lion; and have made her fo far to believe 

it, againſt moſt manifeſt truth, that they have pre- 
vailed with her for fifty years. ſucceſſively to fall j 
upon other beaſts, and fight with them. But the 

lad experience of what is paſt, the decay of all in- 
| yard ſtrength, the death of the laſt captain-gene- 
ral, and the free government of the ſtate, which 
by God's: unſpeakable goodneſs enſued, ought cer- 
tainly to take off the ſcales from the eyes of the 
ſtupid Hollander, and fo make him ſee and know, 
that Holland by ſo doing was no lion, but a bur- 75% by 
den- bearing aſs. For the conqueſts obtained by Sea 
ker labour and blood, have not ſerved to feed her, 7"? 
but to break her back, and to make our former peed or 
cptain-general, and th: ſtadtholders, ſo to increaſe i an af. 
n power, that they became formidable to their „ . if 
maſters, the ſtates of the reſpective provinces, and ,,, us 

Ib ee eſpecially bo/der:. 


—"S ens an . » » 


» 
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eßpecially to the ſtates of Holland; and ſtill ferye. 


to make ſome of the crafty allies of our union, and 
ſome few flaviſh rulers to live voluptuouſly, know. 
ing how to procure many military employ ments 
and profits for their children and friends, and ate 
therefore continually adviſing Holland to proſecute 


the war. P . +661 
And tho* Holland, ſince the laſt ſixteen years, 


And there- received by the lion's ſkin, yet ſhe ſeems not ta 
fore muſt have diſcerned the fraudulent damage of the fox's, 
degrees which will be found well nigh as miſchievous : for 


| fox's ſkin in Poland and Denmark, Upon the 

| whole matter, tis certainly beſt for Holland to 
B | ſtrengthen her frontiers and inland cities ſo ſoon as 

f may be; and when they are impregnably fortified, 
let her not engage herſelf with any but her next and 
oldeſt allies, of the other United Provinces, and 

leave the reſt of the world to take their courſe : 
and this done, let us only concern ourſelves with 
our own affairs, according to the good proverb, 
That which burns you not, cool not. And becauſe 
it ſeems to me that ſuch. evident truths make the 
deepeſt impreſſions, and are beſt apprehended by 
proverbs and fables, I · ſnall conclude this chapter 
with the following fables. - . 


The firſt: fable. 955 

The lion, king of beaſts, having heard man 
complaints of his ſubjects concerning the cruel per- 
ſecution and murders committed by the huntſmen, 
and fearing that if he ſhould any longer bear ſuch 
Aurnrighteous dealings, he ſhould' loſe his royal ho- 
nour and reſpect among his ſubjects, went in per- 


ing, afterwards by his lance, and laſtly with his 


| ſeems very well to have apprehended the miſchief 


| il cyten, Holland bath very imprudently made uſe of the 


| 
| 
{ 
i 


ſon to fight the huntſman, who firſt by his ſhoot-. 
ſword, ſo wounded the approaching lion, that he 
. ” . ; ; Was : 


— 


— 
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was neceſſitated to fly; and having Hoſt much of his Vieh is 
ſtrength by his wounds, and more of his honour %% rated 
and eſteem by his flight, faid, with a lamentable 2.4. 
voice, to my ſorrow I find the truth of this pro- ui, , 
verb, * The ſtrength of Samſon is not ſufficient for he lian 
one that is reſolved to revenge evil with evil: but 424 5unt/- 
he that can wait, and be patient, ſhall find his 
enemy defeated to his hand. What need had I to 
ſtreighten this crooked piece of wood ? It had been 
better for me to have left thoſe injuries to time, 
and perhaps ſome tiger, wolf, or bear, having with _ 
like imprudence ſought out the huntſman, might © 8ining 


have been ſtrong and fortunate enough to have pax FA. 
killed him in the fight. 2 0 5 
The ſecond fable, 


A certain, ſtrong wiſe man, meeting a ſtrong 4 fab of 
fool, who had undertaken: to force a ſtiver from « wit 
every man he met, gave him a ſtiver without a * 
blow or a word. Whereupon ſome of his acquain- 2 
tance, young people, blam'd him for it, ufing theſe 
words: God hath given you at leaſt as much 
ſtrength, and more wiſdom than to this leud fel- 
low, whereby you would undoubtedly have had the 
victory, and deliveted the world from this raſcal ; 
whereas contrarily, you will be deſpiſed, if you 
do this, But the wile man anſwered, they that 
buy their peace do beſt ; and beſides, I know it is + 
ill fighting with a ſtrong fool; but you know not 
the value of your own peace, welfare and life, and 
much leſs the manner of the world. For tho? I For peace- 


were not an old merchant, but a prudent ſoldier, ale we 
ought to 


{ "7:65 MB 4 ä 
* Die al het quaat met quaat wil wreeken, - 8 
Samſons kragt ſal hem ontbreeken, N 
Maer die can lyden en verdraagen 
Vind hier ſyn Vyanden verſlaagen. 
＋ Bonis nocet quiſquis pepercerit malis: & malum quod 
quis impedire OED impedit, ſeciſſe videtur ; veterem 
terendo injuriam invitas novam. 
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yet I ſhall tell you, that he who will not beſtoy 

a ſtiver to keep peace, muſt have his ſword always 
drawn, And he that will be always fighting, tho 

with the benefit of ten advantages againſt one dan. 

ger, muſt certainly lay out more than ten ſtiven 

to buy arms: and as where there is hewing of 

wood, there will be ſplinters flying on every ſide; 

ſo after a man hath ſuffered the ſmart, he muſt 

give a good reward to the chirurgeon and phyſi. 

cian, even when the beſt happens: the bucket vil 

come broken home at laſt; and the beſt fighters 

at laſt find their maſters ; for the ſtouteſt Hercules 

is ſometimes ſooneſt beaten, Next ſaid he, time 

will inform you that I am not to ſtreighten all the 

| crooked wood I ſhall meet in this world: for! 

_ Confirm'd aſſure you it will happen to this ſtrong fool, as it 
—_ did formerly with the fooliſh frog, who finding a 
. wiſe crab ſwimming in the water, threatened to 
crab, kill him if he found him any more there. The 
good-narur'd crab thinking, as thoſe who willing 

ſhun a mad ox which they might kill with a gun, 

| that he would alſo ſhun this creature, gave the frog 
good words, ſwimming immediately back ward ac- 
cording to its cuſtom, and giving place to him, 

But becauſe ſtupidity cauſes boldneſs and ſelf-con- 

ceit, the frog concluded that he was ſtronger than 

the crab, and ſo fell upon him. The crab de- 
fended herſelf ſtoutly, and at laſt pinch'd the frog 
immediately dead. And ſeeing the world is full 

of fools, I tell you that this coxcomb growing too 
confident by a few good ſucceſſes, will ſoon find 
another fool who will knock him o'the head, and 

rid the world of him. It is certainly much better 

that a fool, and not a wiſe man, ſhould put hs 

life in the ballance with this fool, Which prediction 

was ſoon after verified by experience; for a while af. 

ter this fool ſetting upon other people, found at laſt 
as fooliſh, croſs and ſtrong a fellow as himſelf, that 


would 


SS ww DH Nv r coco tw” —_ 2 — _- * 


— = a" 


* 


Chap. 4. in relation to Var and Peace. 213 


would rather fight than give him a ſtiver, who 3 
knock'd him down and filld him. Upon which \ 

the wiſe man cauſed ſome ſayings to be engraven ; 
over him, among which were theſe: The number Aud ſome 

of fools is infinite z, and to cure a fool, requires one oli pro- 

and a half ; for without blows it cannot be done, 


The third fable. 


A certain fox conceiting himſelf not able to The fable 
ſubſiſt, if the wolves and bears lived in mutual 7 joe 
amity, ſtirred up the one againſt the other; and _ 
afterwards fearing leſt the wolf which favour'd him 
leſs, ſhould get the better, and then finding him- 
ſelf without enemy, ſhould deſtroy him, reſolved - 
to ſtrengthen the bear privately with food, which : / 
he had ſpared for himſelf, and to ſee the fight be- | 
tween them, under pretence of being mediator, \ 
but really to feed upon the blood of the conquer'd; j 1 
which when he taſted, he was ſo tranſported witngn 
the reliſh, that rather than forbear the blood, he 


let the bear have ſo much of his other natural food, 
that he was grown weak, But the two combating 
beaſts, obſerving this ill deſign of the pretended 
mediator, and his weakneſs together, deſtroyed this 


ſubtilty. * As falſe ſelf- love is the root of all miſ- 
i 1 2 chief, 
— — - Semita certe 
Tranquillz per virtutem patet unica vitz. Juven. 
Il n'y a plus grande fineſſe que d'eſtre homme de- bien. 
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chief, ſo prudence and well- grounded ſelf-love is 
the only cauſe of all gogd and virtuous actions. 
Purſuant to which, as we fay, Do well, and look 
not backward, is the greateſt polity Holland can 
uſe. And the richeſt bleſſing which God can pour 
down upon a nation, is to unite the intereſts thereof 
to peace, and the welfare of mankind : according 
to the good rule, He that loves himſelf aright, 
is a friend to all the world, i 


The fourth fable. 


A certain ſelf-conceited fox in a deriding man- 

Of the ner aſking a well-meaning cat, how ſhe could free 

fox, 7! her ſelf from all the ill accidents of this world ; the 

1 H cat anſwered, that ſhe was not offended when any 
| thing was ſaid of her in a deriding way. 

Small bu- In a word, ſaid ſhe, I ſhew thoſe that would 

foneſs with hurt me the greateſt kindneſs, by which I avoid 

apright- all enmity: for my only art of all arts is, to avoid 

mo harm. Upon this the fox flouted with the cat, 

ter, faying, 7 This is indeed a very pretty ſcience be- 

| coming an unarmed roundhead; but I that am witty 

and crafty will lord it over others: and beſides that, 

T live without want and care, for in an inſtant I 

can ſhake out a bag full of artifices. But while he 

was thus braving it out, and negligent, a huntſman 

with his dogs was come ſo near him, that not being 

able to eſcape, he was taken in his ſubtilty by the 

dogs, and killed, while the cat with her only light, 

na And ever neceſſary fortification, fled for her lite, 

much clus. running up a lofty tree and fo ſaved her ſelf: and 

ter with from thence ſaw the caſe of the fox pulled over his 

great ears, comforting her ſelf in the mean time with 

craft. this ſong, 


Poca 


®* Qul fibi vere amicus eſt, hunc omnibus ſcito amicum. 
| Lepidum caput fed cerebrum non habes. | 
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Poca Bripata, 
Pia Beata. 
Caſa mia caſu mia 
Pur Piccola che tu e 
Nu mi puri us abadia. | 
This therefore is the great and neceſſary art for 7 c 
Holland, notwithſtanding the maxims before ob- 737, , 
jected, viz. to maintain peace, and fortify our fron- a. peace 
tiers, and never unneceſſarily to meddle with part- above all 
ing of princes that are in war by our ambaſſadors gt 10 
and arbitrations: for by theſe means we ſhall be 2 
certainly drawn into the charge of z war, and beſides land. 
are like to gain the reward of parters, and bring 
the war or the hatred of both parties upon ourſelves, 
beſides the conſumption af our treaſure in expen- 
ſive embaſſies, even when the beſt happens. And 
tho? the troubles of this world cannot be avoided 
always either by force or art, yet 'we'ought to k n 
out of them as much as we can with all our ſtrengbh, 
prudence and polity. And if notwithſtanding all! 


this, war ſhould be made upon Holland, ſhe - will 


gain a double reputation, when with the encourage - 
ment of her own ſtrength, long before provided, 
together with the juſtice and neceſſity of her defence, 
ſhe ſhall overcome the danger. Beſides; the op- 
poſition we fhould be able to make, as well as che 
Juſt hatred that always attends the aggreſſor, and 
the conſequences that might follow the conqueſt of 
this country, would alarm other princes, and give 
9 "9 


them time to deliver us. 


And tho'T know theſe maxims will always be re- 
jected by moſt of the idle gentry, ſoldiers of for- 
tune, and the ſottiſn rabble, as if we relying only 
on our impregnable fortifications, and ſtanding on 
our defence, ſhould by that means loſe all that 


name and reputation we have acquired; to which 


If Þ * 
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I ſhall only ſay that all is not gold that gliſters, and 
ruſty filver is more valued by men of underſtandi 

than glittering copper: ſo whatever is profitable to 
a nation, brings alſo a good reputation to perpetuity, 
"Tis likewiſe certain, that whatever reduceth Hal. 
land to weakneſs, tho* it were under the moſt 
glorious title of the world, will really cauſe it to lie 
under an everlaſting ſhame and reproach. All 


which God grant may be rightly apprehended by 
the upright, and (now) really free magiſtrates of 


Holland, while this leaky ſhip of the commonwealth 


3 | may yet by labour be kept above water. 


"CHAP; V. 


Enquiry is made, whether, and how the wel. 


are of any country may be preſerved by 
treaties of peace. 


7. compre V UT fecing it appearsin the preceding diſcourle, 


bend what 


that treaties of peace importing mutual pro: 


2 leg of riſes of not prejudicing one another, and allowance 


Peace, or 


An alli- 
ance is, 


of trade and commerce reciprocally, are very ne- 
ceſſary for Holland, and that the like articles are by 


many intermixt with treaties of alliance, or cove- 
nants among neighbours, which nevertheleſs, as 


conceive, have for the moſt part been pernicious 
to Holland, and will be found ſo ; I find myſelf 


therefore obliged to expreſs my thoughts on this 


ſubject, and to ſay, that a treaty of peace is a mu- 


tua] promiſe of doing no hurt to each other; to 
which likewiſe nature obligeth us. But on the 


contrary, an alliance or covenant obligeth to do 


- ſomething, which often without ſuch alliance men 
would not do, or omit ſomething, which without 

ſuch alliance they would not omit. 

Since then all things paſt are ſo much beyond 


the power and conduct of man, that human . 
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and force, cannot make the leaſt alteration therein; Ve ought 
it appears that all mens thoughts ought to be em- 7 2/7» 
ployed about the obtaining of ſomething that is gn, 
good, or defending themſelves from future evil, hot either 
which eſpecially takes place in our conſultations, ar the fu- 
and tranſactions with other people. For even in e, or 
a free and generous gift, where all neceſſity or obli- f, ol 
gation of any thing to be done for the future ſeems 7,1; 
to be excluded; yet-is it evident, that it is done 
either out of hope of gaining ſome body's friend- 
ſhip, or ſerviceableneſs, or obtaining the name of 
being kind and liberal. But above all, thoſe thoughts 
muſt take place for things future in mutual cove- 3 
nants, ſeeing the eſſence thereof conſiſts therein, ;; ; be ta- 
and hath its eye upon it, as appears by all the ex- er in 
amples of it. I give or promiſe. to give, becauſe nating of 
you promiſe to give; I do or ſhall do, becauſe you li 
promiſe to do; I give or ſhall give, taat you ſhall >: 2 
not do; I do or ſhall do, that you may not do, which _. 
&c. And when we are on both ſides ſubjected to e # - 
one and the ſame ſovereign power, thoſe agree- * | 
ments are freely entered into; and here the diffi- rh par. 
culty is not great, tho' we perform the covenants #icu/ar:;, 
firſt, becauſe the other party may be compelled by * 
the judge to perform his engagements, tho* no 
body would willingly be the compeller, but every 
one would ride on the forehorſe: having is better 
than hoping; and what he hath before hand is the 
poor-man's riches. And when the reſpective co- 
venanters are ſubjected toa different ſupreme power, 
then diſtruſt begins to encreaſe : but becauſe men 
know that he that-is unfaichful may be puniſhed, 
they are unwilling to put it to the venture. 

But all the difficulty lies here, and then appears, ith fove- 
when ſovereign powers enter into mutual covenants en. 
and alliances ; ſeeing the ſtrongeſt potentate al- 


ways enjoys the fruit of a peace concluded, and 
. likewiſe 


| 
; 
' 
) 
= 
' 
, 


218 De Tntereft of Holland Part II. 
likewiſe the benefit covenanted; which Ovid“ very 
ingeniouſly ſhew'd: ſo that tho? there be ſometimes 

peace, yet tis always neceſſary for the weakeſt to 

be ſo watchful,. as if no true peace were ever made 

by ſuch powers, on which the weaker party might 

rely, And if on the other fide, in time of peace 

each party ſhould fortify and guard his frontiers, 

and by intelligencers endeavour to inform himſelf 

of his neighbours deſigns, in order to behave him- 

ſelf accordingly : it is then evident that all treaties 

of peace muſt be preſumed by all ſovereign powers 

(who expect more advantage by war than peace, 

and conſequently are not founded upon peace) to 

ſerve only for a breathing time, and to wait an op- 
portunity of 'attacking their neighbour with more 
advantage, and fo to overpower him. 
And fo long as thoſe opportunities preſent not, 
And when the peace laizeth among the potentates of the world, 
and hyw not by virtue of promiſes, oaths or ſeals which they 
, can at all times eaſily infringe without ſuffering 
are tobe any preſent puniſhment, but by virtue of their 
kept, fear, left ſome future evil ſhould befal the peace- 
| breaker. So that a true and real peace among 
ſovereign princes, eſpecially for the weaker party, 

is but a fiction or a dream, on which he muſt not 

Eſpecially For in this wicked world (God amend it) tis 
with mo- yery evident, that moſt men naturally are inclined 
zarcis. by all imaginable induſtry to advance their intereſt, 
without regard to hand, ſeal, oath, or even to 
eternity it ſelf ; and above all, ſuch inclinations. 

and aims are principally found in monarchs, princes 

and great lords: for we are taught that Sans, 
pietas, fides, privata bona ſunt; ad que juvan 

reges eants | | 

a EL . aAbriles y ſennores 

| Los mas ſon traydores. - 
5 or 


* Pax licet interdum eſt, pacis fiducia nunquam. 


4 
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For having never been private perſons, nor educated e fel. 
or converſant with men equal to themſelves, they % now = 
am nothing of modeſty or condeſcenſion : neither 777% 7. 
does the authority of judges imprint in them 24 


reverence to ſacred juſtice. Which is quite con- 
trary in all republicks, where the > rulers: and ma- 
giſtrates being firſt educated as c n citizens, 
muſt daily converſe with their equals or ſuperiours, 
and learn that which is juſt, otherwiſe they would , . 
be compelled to their duty by the Judge, or other 7 ru- 
virtuous and powerful civil rulers; which inward /ers de. 
motions of Modeſty, diſcretion and fear leave al- 
ways ſome remains in them, when they come -af- 
terwards to be preferred to the government. and 
iſtracy, for cuſtom is a ſacred nature, which 

is not eaſily altered. d 

But in all events, if in treaties of peace, when 7, treaties 
neither of the covenanters do any thing but only alliance 
reſtrain each other from all haſtile acts, there is _ 
litle certainty that the covenants will on both ſides 2” ©, 
be kept; it is as certain, that in alliances, wherein han by 
there are engagements on both ſides, for aſſiſtance treaties of 
of ſoldiery, arms, or money, that there is a greater #*<- * 
uncertainty of obtaining what is covenanted, and 
that there can be no truſt repoſed in the treaties of 
ſovereignsz all advantages of alliances conſiſting 
only in this, that one part may poſſibly be drawa 
to perform what is covenanted before the other: 
and when this happens in matters by which he that Aud auben 
performeth is really weakened, and the other 9 - | 
ſtrengthened, with bare hopes only of advantages 
to accrue from him afterwards, he is then a traitor g ci 
to himſelf, becauſe he foolifhly gives things and ben they 
realities, for words, hand, and ſeal ; which put all are made 
together hold no proportion to preponderate and % *inge 


4 


* Adeo a teneris aſſueſcere multum eſt. 
_ Quo ſemel eſt imbuta recens ſervabit odorem 
Teſta diu. pt 
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reſiſt the ambition and covetouſneſs, luſt, rage and 
| ſelf-conceit of great princes. Dat pænas laudats 
Becauſe fides. For becauſe ambition exceeds all other af. 
| 29 ark fections, and monarchs order all externals, and eſpe. 
3 cially the publick religion, which is ſtrengthened, 
ever reli- or weakened according to the proſperity of their 
gious wor- government, it is therefore rightly ſaid, that the 
fp A NN ſtate has neither blood nor religion; and that inte. 
* 72 . . . 
lth, grity is always deceived or circumvented. So that 
the beſt way is not to truſt them, and then we ſhall 
not be cheated. APA * | 
All which being moſt certain, it is ſtrange that 
any ſupreme powers ſhould imagine that they can 
oblige a formidable ſovereign prince to gratitude 
for benefits received without any preceding promiſes, 
impoveriſhing themſelves by liberalities, in order 
to enrich and ſtrengthen thoſe they fear : for we 
ought always to preſume, that kings will ever 
efleem themſelves obliged to any thing but their 
own. grandeur and pleaſure, which they endeavour 
to obtain, without any regard to love, hatred, ot 
gratitude. Ne | 
Se that it Cer:ainly if we affirm, that it is a curſed religion 
i 2 mad- hich teacheth men to ſacrifice to the devil, that 
3 : he may do them no miſchief; we may likewiſe ſay, 
ces confde-.that nothing leſs than the utmoſt deſpair can rea- 
rable pre- ſonably induce a government to diſcover its own 
fents. weakneſs to a dreaded neighbour, and to make 
aim ſtronger by giving him money to buy off a 
feared evil, which ought to be reſiſted by the belt 
arms, and moſt vigorous efforts; according to the 
Spaniſh proverb, To give to kings, is a kingly, 
that is, a monſtrous great folly: for the holy wood, 
the blunt croſs of prayers and remonſtrances, is of 
ſmall force among men of power ; and the money 
fac: ificed o the idol of gratitude, is yet of leſs value, 
But he who in theſe horrid diſorders, betakes 2 


* Es nec edad real, dar a reyes. 


. 
d 
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ſelf for refuge to the iron, and ſharp two - edged 
croſs, the ſword, makes uſe of the true croſs of 
miracles againſt ſovereign princes ; and this rightly 
applied, is only able to heal the King's evil, or 
ſtate agues. | 

But if kings, whilſt they follow their own incli- But to fa- 
nations and pleaſures, will ſuffer favourites to govern V9, 
their kingdoms, it is,then clear, that ſuch favourites 3 
will by all means endeavour, during their uncertain may be ad- 
favour, to enrich themſelves : and therefore by pri- able. 


vate bribes to ſuch creatures, dangerous reſolutions 


may be prevented; and if a dangerous war be at 


any time very much feared, may be well and pro- 
fitably beſtowed. But yet this is not to be done till 
the utmoſt extremity. For we are taught, that 
courtiers may very well be reſembled to hungry 


_ biting dogs, who as they will ſoon obſerve, when 
their bread is given for ſnarling at, or biting 


the giver: ſo courtiers who are always waſting 1g ,z. 
their eſtates, and always hungry, will, in hopes fable of the 
of obtaining new preſents, be always moſt ready 
to threaten ſuch generous givers, nay and bite n * 
them too, unleſs ſuch open handed perſons take a er 
good reſolution to arm themſelves, in order to re- avere re- 
iſt their menaces and attempts by force, and by, 
that means to obtain peace. | ny 
And to expreſs my ſelf more amply in this par- 
ticular, I ſhall ſay, that all treaties and capitulations 
between ſupreme governors and ſtates, ariſe by rea- 
ſon of a mutual diffidence of one and the ſame The gene- 
neighbour, or of ſeveral ſtronger neighbours, and 7 LO 
by a mutual deſire to be able to defend themſelves Lo 
againſt one or more mighty potentates. tions and 
Or, ſecondly, through a deſire of the {: me thing, treaties, 
appertaining to a third perſon, and to enrich them- * Peace, 
ſelves by an alliance and conjunction with another: Hope and 
or thirdly, through arrogance, vain-glory, and am- your 


bition. glom. 
Let 


118 ; 
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Feet it matters not much upon what reaſon theſe 
diſſentions and alliances ariſe, but whether the co- 
venanters and allies do equally fear, or have need 
of one another; and whether they are equally con. 
cerned in that which they deſire to obtain or defend, 
For we learn, that * damage parts friendſhip, and 

/ complainers have no friends. | | 
In a word, all conſiſts in this, whether they that 

enter into a league, have a common intereſt to avoid 
or obtain that which they both have in their eye. 
For where that is not, alliances and covenants are 
made for the benefit of the ſtrongeſt, and to the 

- Prejudice of the weakeſt : ſo that if he cannot with- 

It i: ws ſtand the ſtrongeſt, without entering into capitula- 
adviſable tion with him, he will by ſuch capitulation be the 
peak ſooner overthrown, if by virtue thereof he makes 
us war upon a neighbour that is ſtronger than he. For 
greater it is better to have many mighty neighbours than one, 
than according to the fable, which ſays, that a bear may 
_ eaſily be taken by one able huntſman, but that his 
ſever. hide or ſkin cannot be divided among , many before 
he be caught, and therefore he is ſutfered to live. 
No alli- Whence it neceſſarily and irrefragably follows, 
ance with that all ſtates and ſovereigns ought not to enter into 
+ 8% - Alliances with thoſe who are ſtronger, but rather 
If be f-f with ſuch as are inferior to themſelves in power, 
perform by which means they may always covenant, that 
- Sis cn. the weaker ſhall firſt make good his engagement; 
trad. and in all doubtful caſes, where mention is made of 
enjoining him to do any thing, he may interpret 
them to his advantage, at leaſt afterwards, ſo as to 
do no more than he will: according to the alis 
proverb, Be quick to receive, flow to pay; for 
an accident may happen whereby you may never pay 
{0 ; any 


* Idem velle idem noſſe, ea demum firma amicitia eſt, Ter, 
Al pigliar pronto, al pagar tardo; perche puo naſcer in- 5 
conveniente che non ſi paghi niente. | 


any thing. And-according to that, I is good 
riding on the fore-horſe, and being a maſter ;, for 


you may always transfer, or give away as much of 


your right as you will, and make your ſelf leſs. 
Secondly, from hence may be inferred, that 


when an inferior power treats with one ſuperior to 


him, he injures himſelf, if he do not contract, that 
the ſtronger ſhall firſt. perform. that which he pro- 


miſes. And if the alliance be grounded upon a 


common intereſt, the ſuperior hath little reaſon to 
fear, that when he hath performed his engagements, 
he ſhall be deceived by the weaker : ſo that if he be 


not willing to do this, he gives great cauſe to the 


weakeſt not to truſt him, and ſo not to enter into 
ſuch a treaty, which like a rotten houſe is like to 


fall upon his head. 
| "CHAP. VI. 


Some conſiderations particularly relating fo 


alliances between Holland and inferior 


powers, 


that the intereſt of Holland conſiſts in peace, 
becauſe our fiſheries, trade, navigation, and ma- 
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AVING premiſed in the foregoing chapter, 417 al. 
ances for 

conqueſt de- 

trimental = 


nufactures will increaſe more by peace than war,  Hol- 
and that theſe are the pillars on which our ſtate is land, 


founded; it follows, that all covenants and alliances 
founded upon conqueſt and glory are prejudicial to 
Holland, fince by ſuch alliances the peace is wil- 
fully broken, and wars made to the ruin or decay 
of the ſaid pillars of our country. 


2d. It alſo naturally follows, that no alliances, 4+ al 


except ſuch as are grounded.upon mutual fear and 


- 


Vancing 


defence againſt a much ſuperior power, can be pro- ad, 5+ 


fita ble, made with 


republicks. 


Præſtat prevenire quam preveniri. Il fait boneſtre maiſtre, 
ar on eſt tou ours valet quand on veut. | 


7 


. 
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fitable for Holland, becauſe by this means either 
the peace will be more laſting, or the war that 
may happen will have a better and ſpeedier end. 
3ly. If we conſider the ſtates of Europe in their 
preſent condition, tis true, all republicks bein 
founded on peace and trade, have the ſame intereſ 
with Holland, to preſerve and maintain peace on 
every fide : but they by continual endeavours to 
draw our trade, and its dependencies to themſelyes, 
always obſtruct one principal deſign, which is the 
encreaſe of traffick. And conſidering alſo that 
they are of ſo little power to aſſiſt Holland, when 
in diſtreſs, againſt a greater force, *tis wholly un- 
adviſeable to enter into an alliance with any of 
them for common defence. For as to the defence 
by land, relating to the United Provinces them- 
ſelves, we have found how fruitleſs a thing, and 
burdenſome a load the union for our common de- 
fence has always been (I will not fay as it was made, 
but as that union was formerly managed by our 
captains-general and ſtadtholders) to the province 
of Holland. 4 
The union And tho* during our free commonwealth govern- 
of Utrecht ment, all thoſe abuſes of the ſaid union which have 
a: beer been fo prejudicial to us, and aroſe merely from 
2 fear of offending the late heads of our republick, 
dice of ought to have ceaſed ; yet by long continuance they 
Holland. have ſo much tended to the advantage of our ſepa- 
ate allies, and their deputies of the generality, and 
taken ſo deep a root, that our rzpublick of Holland 
and Weſt- Friefland can hardly compaſs or obtain 
any reformation, or any new and profitable orders 
for their own particular benefit, tho“ with never ſo 
much right demanded, without being ſubject to 
the undue oppoſitions and thwartings of the faid 
_ allies of our union; and their deputies with whom 
we are forced to be always contending. And of 


this I could give the reader infinite examples, par- 
ticularly 


r 
* 
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ticularly by means of Zealand and Frieſſand, from See L. V. 
that faithful and excellent hiſtory of L. V. Aiizma, m 
wherein the debates about the ſecluſion of the prince %% vf 
of Orange in 1654, and about the order made anno b 
1663, concerning the 2 pray r the 15 years, and 


rior and inferior magi „as alſo for the foreſaid * 
allies, and their deputies in the rality, and \ * 9 | 
council of ſtate, are fully related. the publick 
And if we ſhould make alliances with the remote prayers, 
Germanic republicks, we ſhould find them both 24 Hol- 
ble and uſeleſs; for being weaker than we, _ * 
they are the ſooner like to be attacked, and then we concerning 
by their means ſhould be engaged in a war con- the /eclu- 


to our own intereſt. | fon, &c. 


And as for the republicks of 7aly, it is well 0:4er re: 
known, that in our wars by land, they neither could, publics, 
nor would give us the leaſt aſſiſtance, which was — 
formerly made evident by our alliance with Venice. kar" al 
And except in the Mediterranean, they can give would be 
us leſs help by ſea, being not at all intereſted therein. nach fs 
And for the Hans republicks, it is certain that they /777#- 
are not only very weak and unfit to undertake a — 
war for our ſakes againſt thoſe who are too ſtrong 
for us; but on the contrary, they always love to ſee 
us diſturbed and obſtructed at ſea, that in the mean 
time they may trade the more: ſo that we can be 
aſſiſted by no republicks in a war againſt a ſtronger 
power, And becauſe by covenanting with them 
for mutual aſſiſtance, and common defence, we may 
very eaſily fall into a war; we mult never enter in- 
to any other agreement wich them, ſave of friend- 
ſhip and traffick; and in the mean while ſtand 
upon our guard, as if we were to be aſſiſted by no 
republicks in the whole world in our neceſſity. For 
tho indeed thoſe republican. allies and friends are 


good, yet woe to us if we ſtand in need of them, 
and ten times more woe to us if we wilfully and de- 
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liberately order matters ſo, as at all times, and for 
| ever to ſtand in need of our neighbours and allies, 
What al- As for ſuch monarchs and princes, who by alli. 
Vance, ances might have ſome communication with us; 1 
Beld mY conceive that their true intereſt carries them, as well 
fer no- as their favourites and courtiers, to hate all manner of 
aarchs, republicks, eſpecially ſuch as are lately eſtabliſhed, 
and are their neighbours, becauſe they are a pe 

tual reproof to them, and bring the ableſt and moſt 
diſcerning of their ſubjects to diſlike monarchical 
government. And therefore, if we will enter into 

an alliance with any of the neighbouring kings and 
princes, or are already in league with them, we 
muſt ſtand much more on our guard, than if ye 

- were to make an alliance with a free republick, o 

Ibo ba- had done fo: ſo that it is hardly adviſable to enter 
ting re- into any alliance with kings and princes. Yet ſeeing 
publicks, things may ſo happen, that ſome ſuch alliance might 
| for ſome ſhort time be advantageous to us; 'ti 
muſt al. neceſſary to ſpeak of ſuch kings and princes diſtin&- 
qavays be ly. And firſt, the emperor and king of Pola 
pon our are not conſiderable to us, and the crown of Da- 
guard. yark fo weak and unfit for war, that as we have 
nothing to fear from thence, ſo we cannot hope to 
be aſſiſted by them in our troubles. Sweden and 
Brandenburgb are ſo deficient, that we fhall never 
_ cauſe them to take arms againſt our enemies, us. 
leſs we will furniſh them with great ſums by wi 
of advance: and, as I ſaid before, all ſuch alliance 
are unſteady and wavering, as we have lately learnel 
by Brandenburgh; and France by Sweden; wid 
after they had received the money advanced, ap- 
- plied it purely to their own affairs, without an) 
regard to their contracts. Beſides, they are bot 
of ſo ſmall power, that if they ſhould become or 
enemies, we might ruin them by prolonging the 

war, and always give them the law by fea, 
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So that they would ſoon perceive, that they could Ve may 
gain nothing by us, that their traffick would be 7% e. 
ſpoiled, the war miſchievous to both ſides, and 2 
conſequently peace and friendſhip would be beſt for i: 
both. But in all caſes, having made alliances with aveater, 
republicks or monarchs that are weaker than out. n with 
ſelyes, which, by alteration of conjunctures of time Her. 
and intereſts, would certainly tend to ruin the ſtate, 

or our native country; ſufficient reaſons may al- 

ways be given to thoſe weaker allies, why, with a 

ſaving to honour, a nation may depart from them, 

and neither may nor will either ruin themſelyes or 

their ſubjects by ſuch leagues; and thereby make 

good the proverb, An ill oath diſpleaſeth God: 

and he that deceives a deceiver, merits a chair in 
heaven. ' And indeed all alliances made and con- 
firmed by oath between ſovereign powers, ought 
to have this tacit, condition, to continue ſo long as 
the intereſt of the nation will admit. Su that if ne- 


vertheleſs a prince would punctually obſerve ſuch 


alliances to the ruin of his country, he is no more 

to be eſteemed than a ſilly child that knows nothing 

of the world, whilſt he ought to govern the land 
as 2 guardian to his orphans; for according to the 
rule in law, + Orphans muſt: ſuffer no loſs. On the 
other ſide, the ally in ſuch a caſe neither may, nor 
ought to perform his part, if it be againſt his firſt 
cath and duty as a ruler and guardian, and to the 
ruin of his ſubjects who are his orphans; and there- 
fore it muſt be underſtood; that he will not. _ : 
tain it. A regent or guardian ought not to be ig- # 
norant of — but if he be 8 then evident neva ww 
that he ought to be governed himſelf, and be put 70 of a 
under wardſhip. Woe be to thoſe countries, cities, regent, but 


Q 2 and agrees | 
| > Quod male juratar, Polch preſacr. — 
Frangenti ſidem, ſides frangatur eidem. 5 


Dig. 1. 4. tit. 17. 


T Pupillus pati poſſe non intelligitur. 
Reg. Jur. 110. * 
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and orphans that muſt nevertheleſs be governed by 
ſuch rulers and guardians! | 


CHAP. VII. 


Some Confiderations touching the Alliances which 
Holland might enter into with migbtier Po- 
tentates than themſelves. And firſt with 


France. 


Ma a. JD UT touching the three great powers of Franc, 
liances Spain and England, is all the difficulty, ſince 
with each of them by their own ſtrength can always be 
—_ z, armed; and _—_— how much we are concerned 
are to ze for peace, neither of them fear us, but we muſt 
kept, viz. fear them. And therefore it is very neceſſary that 
with we behave ourſelves very prudently towards them, 
France. 2g tothe point of alliances; which to effect the bet- 
ter, I conceive it neceſſary, as formerly, particu- 
- larly to conſider how much good and evil thoſe three 
kingdoms may receive or ſuffer from the Hollanders, 
and likewiſe what good or evil can befal Holland 
by each of them. | 

France As to France, we are to obſerve, that formerly 
did wholly that country ſubſiſted wholly by tillage, and there- 
«ff fore could ſuffer little damage by a war at ſea. But 
7, fince the reign of Henry IV. many heavy impoſi- 
fo now. tions have been laid upon all imported and 
manufactures; and the weaving of filk, wool and 
linnen, with many other mechanick works, is ſo 
_ conſiderably improved there, that the French can 
ſupply others with more made ſtuffs, and other ma- 
nufactures, than foreigners take off. So that a war 
againſt us, would be more prejudicial to them than 

tO Us. . 
Blut becauſe this firſt point is of extraordinary 
weight, and perhaps not ſo well underſtood by 
| Others, I find myſelf obliged to draw up a liſt of 
| manu- 
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manufactures and 2 out of 
France into foreign parts, ef] ially into Holland, 


according to a ſcheme preſented to the king of 


France by the ſociety of eden at Paris, when 
a new and very high impoſition was laid upon all 
foreign imported goods, and eſpecially manufac- 
tures, fearing leſt the like impoſition would be laid 
by Holland and England upon all French goods : 
and alſo from an information exhibited by the lord 
ambaſſador Boreel in 1658, to the lords ſtates general 
of the United Provinces. 
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1. In the firſt place, great quantities of velvet, — 4 
pluſhes, ſatins, — of gold and ſilver, taffaties, jews 
and other ſilk wares, made at Lyons and Tours, oh _ 
which amount to above ſix millions. See I. v 

2. In ſilk ribbands, laces, paſſements, buttons, Aled 
* made about Paris, Roan, and thoſe 'parts, the —_— 
to the value of two millions. ear. 


3. Bever- hats, caſtors, hats of wool and hate; | 
which are made in and about Paris and Roan, to 


the value of one million and a half. 


4. Feathers, belts, fans, hoods, maſks, gilt and 


wrought looking-glaſſes, watches, and other ſmall 
wares, to the value of above two millions. 

5. Gloves made at Paris, Roan, Vendome, and 
Clermont, to the value & above a million anda 


half, 
6. Woollen-yarn ſpun in all parts of Piceardy, 


worth more than one million and a half. 


12 Paper of all ſorts, made in Auvergne, Poitou, 
Linouſin, Champagne and Normandy, for or upwards 
of two millions. 

8. Pins and needles made at Paris and Nor- 


million and a half. 8 
9. Childrens toys, 'and ſuch as Nurembirs ware, 
or, as 1 French call them, Quincaillerie, made 


ws. 002% ll 


mandy, and combs of box, horn and ivory, for a 


230 The: Intereſt of Holland Part Il 
_ aun, for upwards of ſix hundred thouſand 


10. ine fail-cloth made in Brittany and Nor. 
mandy, for upwards of five millions of florins. 
11. Houſhold-goods, beds, matraſſes, hangingy, 
coverlids, quilts, creſpines, fringes and mole of of 
ſilk, above five millions of florins, 
12. Wines from Gaſcony, Cat) e  Nanyois 
1 other places, for above five millions. 
3. Brandies, vinegars and ſyder, for fiſteen 
bund thouſand livres. 

134. Saffron, woad, ſoap, honey, almonds, olives, 
A” xs capers, p prunes, prunsllas, for above two millions. 
Of theſe 15. Salt, yearly the lading of five or fix hundred 
— ſhips, exported from Rocbel, Maran, —_—_ the 

et ry iſlands.of Oleron and Ree. 
fanted - And if we add to this the French varies of 
bove 30 train and whale-fins, of cod and pickled!berrings, 
"ow Of refining and fining ſugars, of all ſpices. and 1r- 
Holland dian wares, with prohibition to all that are not of 
tales of the company to import any into France; every one 
the great. may then obſerve, that by a. French war againſt us, 
/ part. the inhabitants of France will be much more pre- 
judiced than thoſe of Holland | in their ric 
traffic. 
Secondiy, It is apparent, chat the French have 
very few of their own ſhips and mariners ; ſo that 
all their traffick is driven (ſame; few. Engliſh ſhips 
and traffick excepted) by Holland ſhips to Holland, 
or at leaſt unlading there. And moreover, when 
any goods are to be tranſported from one French 
harbour to another, they are put on board Holland 
veſſels. 
Holland Thirdly, It ĩ 18 cent. that the Hollanders 4 buy 


troduces. | forbear 


* 
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ſorbear thoſe wines in Holland, than the French no- 
bility and eccleſiaſticks (to whom molt of the wines 
belong) can forbear our money. And beſides, by 
reaſon of the peace in Germany, in caſe of war with 
France, the greateſt part of that trade may be ſup- 
plied with Rheniſb wines, and poſſibly continue fo 
alienated, altho' the ſame were not fo profitable for 
Holland, as the trade by fea in French wines would 
Fourthly, Tis well known, that in France very France 
many Dutch cloths, ſays, linnen, herrings, cod, and formerly 
other wares, tranſported thither by our ſhips, were t. of 
formerly ſpent there; which now by: new. impoſts un Hel 
tions is much leſſened, or wholly prohibited. eosdi, Bur 
Fifthly, It is evident that France cannot attack 2 now. 
us by land, nor by fea; for want of good ſhipping, Cane 
and on account of the danger of our coaſt: ſo that, Burt us by 
if they ſeize our goods, debts and ſhips, they can and, and 
do us no further miſchief, except by ſmall capers at % # 
ſea, which we may eafily prevent by keeping con- —— 
voy-ſhips about U/bant, and ſending ſome few cru _ © 
zers to pickup the privateersthat ply about the Ga- 
ronne, and the Loire, and clear the north ſearof ,, 
them. But the greateſt harm that the French can But in the 
do the Hollanders, would be in the Mediterranean Mediter- - 
ſeas, where, by reaſow of our remote ſituation, W 
cannot without great expence over-power them in 
ſhipping. But our good orders, according to which 
our ſhips muſt be armed and manned, would pre- 
ſerve them from many depredationss. 
Sixthly, It cannot on the other ſide: be denied, Our naval 
that Halland with its great ſtrength of ſhipping, 2 land 
would able to plunder all that far extended may 
French ſea-coaſt from the north-ſea to Italy, and France i 
take thoſe weak towns and burn them, unleſs they a continual 
vere prevented by an extraordinary force of ſol- alarm. 
diery by land; there being in France on the ſea-ſide 
very many weak towns and villages, and no ſhips 
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Holland is uvhich, we ſhould deſtroy all 


able to 
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of war that dare keep the ſea 2 Louth Beſides 
ir trade to the Eaf 


g and Weſt-Indies, and indeed through all Europe; 


French t Which is at preſent of ſo much importance to France, 


eur: 


as hath been formerly declared. And when we fur. 
ther conſider, that in all governments of a ſingle per. 


ſon, the treaſure in a time of war is miſerably waſt. 


ed, as ſhall be farther demonſtrated when we come 
to ſpeak of England; we ſhall have reaſon to be- 
lieve, that we ſhould be able either to ruin the French, 


or compel them to a peace. 


By all which it clearly appears, that a king of 
France may not make war upon us, for fear of re- 
ceiving great da from us, or others in our be- 


half, nor in hope of conquering us, nor yet through 


vain glory: but. that on the contrary, a war againſt 


. And 
therefore 
be 
purſue our 
own inte- 
reſt a- 
gainſt 
France. 


us would immediately cauſe all French traffick and 
navigation to be at a ſtand, and endanger the lok 
of it for. the future. 1.14 | 
And moreover, if we obſerve that Spain in ſome 
meaſure, and Eng/and yet more, uſed to be formi- 
dable to France, it will further appear, that we ne- 
ver ought, by any threatnings of France to make 
war againſt us, to ſuffer ves to be drawn in 
to make any league with France, which we con- 
ceive would be prejudicial. to us. And much lets 
ought we, to pleaſe France, to ſuffer ourſelves to 
be brought into any war, by which the ſtrength of 
Spain or England ſhould be impaired by the French: 
for having once done ſo, we ſhould meet with more 


bold and troubleſome rencounters from them, and 
expect at laſt a more ſevere war from that kingdom. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Confiderations concerning Holland's entering 
into Alliance with Spain. 


S to Spain, it is very obſervable, that all the Spain ub. 
A welfare of that kingdom depends on their, & ite 
trade to the Weſt-Indies : and that Spain affords g 5, 
only wool, fruit and iron; and in lieu of this, re- Wen. 
quires ſo many Holland manufactures and commodi - Indies. 
ties, that all the Spaniſb and Weſt- Indian wares are % 
not ſufficient to make returns for them. Wy peers — 

So that the Holland merchants, who carry mo- a % - : 
ney to moſt parts of the world to buy commodities, = gf . 
muſt out of this ſingle country of all Europe carry 97 70=u- 
home money, which they receive in payment for — 
their goods, without benefit and by ſtealth, over 
that raging and boiſterous ſee. 

2, It is well known that Spain during our wars, Rar = 
loſt moſt of their naval forces ; and that we during Gips nor | 
our peace, have for the moſt part beat the Eaſtern varinert. 
merchants and Engliſb out of that trade. So that 
it is now certain, that in Spain all the coaſt is na- 
vigated with few other than Holland ſhips; and 
that their ſhips and ſeamen are ſo few, that ſince tage 
peace they have publickly begun to hire our ſhips - 
to ſail to the Indies, whereas they were formerly . 
ſo careful to exclude all foreigners thence. | 

3. It is manifeſt, that the Me- Indies, being as , . 
the ſtomach in the body to Spain, muſt be joined a much 
to the Spaniſh head by a ſea - force: and that the dier/d. 
kingdom of Naples, with the Netherlands, being 
like two arms, they cannot lay out their ſtrength 
and vigour for Spain, nor receive any from thence 
but by ſhipping. All which may be very caſily 
done by our naval power in a time of peace, and 
may as well be obſtructed in a time of war. 


= 
: — 
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Ad tbere- 4. It is likewiſe certain, that Holland by its na. 
PRE val ſtrength, is able wonderfully to incumber ang 
pes N this. whole diſperſed body in time of war, 
dt accordingly put — to the charge of maih- 

their mu- taining an incredible number of land- forces in gat. 

tual com- riſons. 

mwice- But on the other fide it is likewiſe true, 1, That 

the king of Spain muſt continually maintaig 3 

2 n eat military ſtrength againſt the mighty kingdom 

fear o of of France, and in thoſe great and jealous Nel ber. 

Landis cities, or elſe loſe his countries. 

Hath bag 2. It is known, that the faid king has preten- 

pretenfions ſions to Holland, and a very power ful adherence of 

e Hol- the Roman catholicks ; tho* the ſtrength of both 

land. tzheſe fince our peace, and his laying down all pre- 

tenſions to our country, and eſpecially by the expi- 
ration of fo many years, and our own confirmed 
and improved government, is voy much diminiſh 
ed, and almoſt annihilated. 

7 hong” 3. Ie is likewiſe evident char Spain, by Bra 

—— Hel. bordering on Holland, and by means of the Hint 

ſea-havens, is able to diſturb our fiſner ies men 
fiek, in this ſmall north ſe. 

Ofenſrv £4; It is certain, that this ſtate of free government 

Will not think it adviſable, the they ſhould fall into 
bertful i 4% . war with Spain, to take any more Netberlandif 

— cities by exceeding chargeable” ſieges. 

Me are in 3. It is manifeſt that all the frontiers of the Unite 

a good Netherlands are fo well fortified, chat we are not 

condi den Iikely to loſe any of them unleſs by their great 

2 number; and yet if they are in any wiſe well de- 

ended, they wel hardly pay the damage to Sha 
Moreover, Sparn would then have reaſon to expect 
that we ſhould excite France, according to the in- 
tereſt of the kingdom, to prevent any addirionil 
increaſe of Spain by making war on his frontiers, 
which would' always 1 in ſuch caſes be very * 
to Spain. | 5 


Chap. 8. as to Alliances with Spain. 


Holland in time of 


more a for the king of Spain to gain upon Spain. 
us by land, than for us upon him, unlefs we ſhould - 
reckon the plundering and burning of his cities in 


Spain, and the loſing his galleons at fea to balance 
it, Becauſe, as we have ſaid before, our free rulers 
having their eye upon trade do always decline an 
offenfive. war, and will carry on none but what 1 is 


neceſſary and defenſiye only. 


Whence we may alſo infer, debe aß knn | 
war we ought never, againſt the intereſt of this ſtate © 
in itſelf conſidered, to make alliances with Spains 
and much leſs ſhould we ſuffer ourſelves to be led 
away to make the leaſt war againſt any of our nei- 


bours who are formidable to him; — 

quiet of this ſtate conſiſts in this, that France be 

en to Spain, and England a —— to us.” 
4H AP. IXs. 


 Confiderations. touching Holland's entering 
a er) into ee with r 


fore ir wholly ſubſiſted 
vas wont to be fo naked of any naval power, t 
the Hans towns being at war with "England, 
compelled king Edward in the year 1470, to make 


long as the Engliſb uſed to tranſport 


nothy 


prejudicial for both ſides: yet ſo, that there is much ga 


235 
—————— — ; Whereby 
that Spain may receive many great advantages by a may 
z — © pero horſe na 


ere, 


. 


. 


s * England; we are to know, — be England 
by huſband ry, and 
ormerly 
A 
andry, 
f ad he ART ſo "I 
u terms O vanta co them. a 


few minerals, and much wool, Which they tle See Phil. 


to Calais 


been ſo prejudicial for the king to forbear hö eu- 


Toms of wool (which at Calais alone amounted 6 


50000 


by a ſmall number of their own ſhips, and de Comi- 
ſold only to Netberlandiſb clothiets, it would have nes. 
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5 crowns per annum) and likewiſe to the ſub- 


ject, in cafe he had made war upon the Netherlands, 


that we read not that theſe trading provinces ever 

broke out into a perfect open war againſt England, 

i For tho ſometimes war happened between the 

ſome mea- Princes of the reſpective countries, nevertheleſs moſt 

fare de- of the cities concerned in traffick and drapery, con- 

— n tinued in amity. In ſo much that all the wars of 

+ th, that rich and plentiful country broke out againſt 

Naher⸗ France, and conſequently againſt Scotland, or elſe 

lands. againſt Wales and {reland, and ſometimes againſt 
Spain. I HET 1) 

But new But afterwards, when the compulſive laws of the 

—_—— Netherlandiſh halls, and the tumultuous riſing a- 

gainſt them which followed, together with our in- 

land- and foreign wars, had firſt driven the cloth- 

weaving into our villages, and thence into England, 

and, by the cruelty of the duke of Alva, the ſay 

weaving went alſo after it; the Engliſh by degrees 

fell to vend their manufactures throughout Europe, 

became potent at ſea, and began no longer to de- 

pend on theſe Nether/ands. Then by the diſco- 

very of that unexpreſſible rich cod-bank of New- 

foundland, thoſe of Briſtol in particular made uſe 

of that advantage ; and ballaſting their ſhips with 

_ Engliſh lead, tin, and other wares, when they had 

compleated their fiſhing of cod on the faid bank, 

they failed with it to Spain, and throughout the 

Mediterranean, to vend their Engliſh wares with 

their Baccaleau, or Poor-Fobn, in all thoſe parts, 

and in return carried other goods of thoſe lands to 

Pinally, we may add the long perſecution 

of the puritans in England, which cauſing the 

Planting of many Engliſb colonies in America, hath 

given England a very great conveniency to drive 4 


mighty foreign trade with the Indies and the ſaid | 


colonies. 
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So that this mighty iſland, united with the king- IL become 
dom of Ireland under the government of one king, 4 
ſeems not to have need of any gariſons to repel a - * 
foreign enemy, is ſituated in the midſt of Zur ope, Europe, 
having a clean deep coaſt, furniſhed with good and wx. 

harbours and bays, in ſo narrow a ſea, that all fo- 
reign ſhips that fail to the eaſtward: or weſtward, 
are neceſſitated even in fair weather to ſhun the - 
dangerous French coaſt, and ſail along that of Eng- 
land, and in ſtormy weather to run in and preſerve 
their lives, ſhips, and goods, in its bays. - So that 
it is eaſy to judge, that the ſaid king having ac- 
quired a conſiderable naval power, and being in- 
ndent on all his neighbours as to trade, is very 

conſiderable to all that are concerned in navigating 
the ſaid narrow ſeas, N 

For according to the proverb, A maſter at ſea For ius ex- 
i; a lord at land; and eſpecially a king of England, ceeding 
ſceing he is able both by whole fleets of ſhips, and ren“ 
private ſhips of war, at all times to ſeize ſhips that "42 
gail by that coaſt ; the weſterly winds which blow te d 
for the moſt part on this ſide the tropick, giving vi of the 
the Engliſh great opportunities to ſail out of their c · 
numerous bays and harbours at pleaſure, to infeſt 
our navigation. And if this commerce to the eaſt- 
ward and weſtward were ſtop'd, or prevented, it 
would certainly prove the ruin of Holland. 

Which formidable power of the kingdom of 
Eagland, king Henry the 8th was fo ſenſible of, 
that he dared to uſe this device, He whom T 
afſiſt ſnall be maſter : and accordingly made war 
as he liſted, ſometimes againſt France, ſometimes 
againſt Spain ; which was then ſtrengthened with 
the German empire, and theſe Netherlands ; ma- 
king peace at his own pleaſure both with mw 


Imperator maris, terræ dominus. 
I Cui adhæreo præeſt. 
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the firſt, and Charles the fifth, whom he durſt ſo 
horribly deſpiſe, as to repudiate his aunt. 
So that England now, by a conjunction with 
Scotland, being much increaſed in ſtrength, as well 
as by manufactures, and a great navigation, will 
in all reſpects be formidable to all Europe, fo ſoon 
as an abſolute king ſhall make uſe of that power 
againſt his neighbours, without the dann and con- 
troul of a parliament. 
How much But on the other ſide, it is alſo certain that 1 
N land in a time of peace has great advantages by the 
= — 4 45 Hollanders, who in their paſſage are neceſſitated to 
@ peace frequent their havens. And there are now in Ha. 
with Hol- land many more Engliſþ commodities, which we 
land, or could very well ſpare, that are tranſported and 
— maged fed by us, than Holland hath wares in ' England, 
| becauſe the Holland and other foreign manufactures 
have for the molt part long ſince been prohibited, 
And ſince the prohibition in England of importing 
any goods, ſave thoſe of the growth and manufac- 
ture of the country, by foreign ſhips into England, 
all our navigation to that kingdom is at a ſtand. 
2, It is evident, that the rivers in England ate 
very ſmall, and remote from one another; fo that 
all mutual traffic, and tranſporting of goods 
there, being neceſſarily done upon the open lea, 
the Engliſh may ſuffer great loſſes by our private 
ſhips of war. 
3. It is certain that the Engliſh traffick by ſe 
By our being ſo great, and remote, may be moſt preju- 
great na- diced in the Holland is, ſea, and the Zaſt-In- 


wal pow- dies, by the Holland ſiips, which during our free 
government are much augmented,” and n and 
will be increaſed more and more. 

4. It is clear, that conſidering our al and 
dangerous coaſt, the Engliſh by land can make no 
conqueit upon Holland, unleſ they can get footing 


by means of our inteſtine diviſions z. nor 1 on 
m 
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them, for another reaſon, Beſides, kings will ever 
be conquering-' of lands, and prudent republicks 
which thrive beſt by peace, will never do ſo, but 
rather erect colonies, . | 
g. It is therefore conſequently true, that the, 
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war by 


Engliſh cannot make war upon us but by ſea, And g, 1 
ſince thoſe wars 'muſt be carried on purely with <bargeatle 
money, becauſe - naval power cannot ſubſiſt by Eng. 


ring, and quartering in an enemy's country, 


land, when 
ave have 


and that the king of England cannot employ his , great 
revenue for that end, having occafion for that and-2ava/ 
more to maintain his court: It alſo follows that he #74225. 


would have need of another ſtanding revenue or 
fund, to be enabled to carry on the ſaid war by ſea. 


6. It will be granted, that che faid King having 5. n 
a new ſtanding revenue to maintain thoſe wars, he ar Ling 


dies from them, and conſequently the parliament 
will never. ſuffer that any perpetual important tax 


would never after call a parliament to deſire ſubſi- can carry 


that 


ewar 


other <yay 


be eſlabliſned in that kingdom; becauſe the eſta- hn by 
bliſnment of ſuch a tax would utterly diveſt them taxes. 


of ſo weighty a privilege, as is the aſſembling of 
parliaments, in which all abuſes are to be redreſs d, 
and the extortions, briberies, and other oppreſſions 
of miniſters and courtiers prevented or puniſhed, 
and right done to the people, before they will en- 


gige by an act of parliament to pay thoſe heavy 


ſubſidies. 


7. It is evident, that ſo long as we effectually 2 
take care of our naval power, and increaſe it as would be 


opportunities offer, a war with us would require ſo # 
great and chargeable fleets, that they could not be % 
Jet to ſeg/and maintained by ſubſidies or taxes only, 
becauſe the burden would be ſo great, ſo unex- 


pected, and ſo uneaſily born by the inhabitants, 
that the king would be in continual apprehenſion 
and fear of an inſurrection of his ſubjects, if he 
ſhould obſtinately perſiſt to make war againſt 85 | 
4 5 | a . it 


the. 
nol 


glim. 


tolerabli 
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4 . Tt is certain, that the courtiers and favourites 
wer by ho poſſeſs the king's ear, may make great profit, - 
fea is 26) by this war at ſea, by prizes taken, and ſubſidies 
2 the granted, as long as they continue on ſhore to ma. 
courtiers." nage the ſame. But if they go to ſea themſelves 
to command in the fleet, they put themſelves in as 
much danger of their lives as the leaſt perſon 
by ſtorms, ſhipwracks, fireſhips, bullets ; and 
moreover, run the hazard of having all their en- 
deavours during their abſence from court miſcon- 
ſtrued, and miſrepreſented to the king by other 
courtiers, In a word, if thoſe favourites, and 
courtiers, remain on ſhore during the war againſt 
Holland, they will be neceſſitated to ſee the admi- 
ral carry away all the honour of good ſucceſſes, and 
| 5-4 the —— of the bad; whilſt — 
fully providing all things neceſſary, they ſtudy to 
_ enfich themſelves by the ſubſidies and prizes; nl 
the nation would gain lictle honour or profit by 
fuch a chargeable naval war. And on the other 
ſide, if they go to ſea to command the fleets, they 
muſt neceſſarily part from the court, and be abſent 
from the king, and conſequently run a great ha- 
ard, leſt in the mean time ſome malevolent pri- 
vate enemy, who hath the king's ear, may ſo ma- 
nage the matter, that tho* they went to ſea in the 
king's favour, yet they may be called home with 
5 diſgrace. - | Kg Fl th e 
Laska 9. It is certain, that England, Scotland, and 
may be Ireland, having in all parts a and bold coaſt, 
Flundered their cities, towns, and villages in the country be- 
ing weak, or without walls and fortifications, they 
— may in all places be attacked, and our men ma 
te redeem be landed under the ſhelter of our cannon, and 
their plunder and burn thoſe places. Whereas the Eng- 
towns Jiſh cannot do the like in Holland, becauſe our 
Vi , ſmall coaſt can eaſily be guarded and ſecured by 


Holland our own forces, and is ſo foul and ſhallow, ys 


at, 


— 
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che enemies ſhips of war cannot reach our ſtrand 
with their cannon; and in caſe they ſhould attempt 
to land with their boats, they would ſoon be over- 
ſet by the high ſurges of the ſea, or at leaſt. have 
their powder ſpoiPd. So that what we ſhould fall 
ſhort of in our privateering by ſea, we ſhould bal- g 
lance by our plundering by land, and burning of 
towns, and thereby be richly recompenſed. Be- 
ſides, ſuch plundering and burning will ſtrike a 
ter terror and conſternation into the inhabitants 
there, than any loſſes at ſea oy operate amongſt 


10. It cannot be denied, but that in all monar- | 
chical governments during a war, eſpecially by ſea, 4 o 
vaſt ſums of money are ill laid out, and embezePd g . 
by courtiers, ſea officers, and ſoldiers, and. rhe Engliſh, 
ſtores provided for the navy frequently miſemploy'd are very 
and waſted; ſo that in a little time the money 2 of 
raiſed will fall ſhort 3 more eſpecially in England, ag. a4 
where the ſubſidies granted by the parliament, be- 4irbe! 
ing always limited to a certain ſum, are indeed 2hievj6. 
ſufficient but not ſuperfluous ; and an Exgliſb court, 
above all others, is prodigal and thieviſh. Whereas 
on the other fide, in a free commonwealth, and in 
a time of war by ſea, ſuch exact accounts are kept, 
and regulation uſed, that neither thoſe that are en- 
truſted to provide things neceſſary, nor thoſe that 
make uſe of them, can either miſpend or embezzel 
the publick money or proviſions; and this may in 
a particular manner be expected from the Hollan- 
ders, who have always been famous for frugality Bur all re: 
and parſimony. And it is obſervable, that this leit, 
prodigality of the one nation, and the frugality of 42 
the other, is not only viſible in the publick trea- are frugal. 
ſure, but is alſo diſcerned in the private way of li- : 
ving, both of the Engliſh and Hollanders : ſo that 
by a war at ſca the taxes upon the commonalty of 
boch ſides increaſing, and the profits decreaſing, 

R Holland 


242 TJ be Intereſt of Holland Part I. 
Holland, in proportion to the country and purſe of 
the inhabitants, by well huſbanding the publick 
treaſure, would eaſily hold out longer than Eng. 

land, as appeared manifeſtly in the year 1669. 
Aa, All which particulars being true, it naturally 
with Eng- follows, that a war is for both nations very mi 
oy _ chievous ; yet fo, that England will be able to take 
ment) many prizes from us by ſea, and little by land; 
both to us we on the other ſide, few prizes of the Engplifþ by 
and them. fea, but great booty by land. But we ſhould be 
ſufficiently prejudiced by them, if we had nota 
competent number of ſhips of war to match their 
naval ſtrength, and by that means ſhould'be forced 
to quit the ſea to the Expliſh, eſpecially if their 
kings and parliament would not laviſh the ftrength 
of that iſland on their Juxury and e but 
rather in ſhips and mariners. 

So that our only ſafety is erouhdeid. upon the 
Increaſe of our naval ſtrength to ſuch u degree, 
that the Engliſh fleets may either be over-ballancel 

by ours, or not able to hurt us, as likewiſe upon 
thoſe accidents to which a monarchical government 

18 always ſubject, and that a war with us would be 

extremely pernicious to the ſubjects of England; 

and likewiſe that London, by means of greater 
traffick and navigation, would be more formidi. 
ble to the kings of W than 2 = his fo- 
reign neighbours. 
Ss that So that in order to avoid a war, we muſt in al 
we ought our differences give them good words, and gan 
give time, in hopes chat in theſe monarekical 'govern- 
Kr eas / ments the kings will either follow their pleaſure, 
awrd;, or through exceſs -of 1 , and couyrt-robbery, 
_- _- wafte all their revenues, and run themſelves into 
debts, ot die, or perhaps fall into a u or in. 
teſtine war. 

But we are to take care, that we do dot ſuffer 

ourſelyes, for fear of a war with England, to be 

G Bends inveigl 
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ioveigled into an alliance, jointly to carry on an 
ofnbive war againſt any nation, which may be | 
very formidable to that country, and not ſo much 
to us. For in ſo doing we ſhould make ourſelves 
conſiderably weaker, and England ſtronger ; ; who 
having that thorn pull'd out of their foot, might 
afterwards with leſs fear oppreſs and trample upon 
us, while we remain deprived of that refuge by 
our own folly. The truth is, ſince England is 
more formidable to us than any country in the Maul- 
whole univerſe, it were an unpardonable fault in fanding & 
us, to make them yet more formidable to our- . 
ſelves. 3 

And above all, we are to obſerve, that in order 
to ſnun or avoid a war with England, we muſt 
not ſuffer ourſelves to be ſeduced to alter the com- 
monwealth for a monarchical government; for 
* The free lion will not be bound again, was uſed 
to be Holland's device and ſenſe. And if now un- 
der a free government, we ſhould be neceſſitated 
to make ſome ſteps that way to pleaſe the king of 
England; I would then aſk how we ſhould be able 
to make the leaſt reſiſtance againſt ſuch a head, as 
would in a manner become lord of, the. country, Above al 
through our weakneſs and chains, when yy We ought 
by an innate hatred (which all monarchs 90 1 
republicks) attempt to ruin / our formidable naval En England 
ſtrength and trade, and deprive us of ur naxiga- dp - 
tion, under colour of favouring a prince xelated 72 — 
him, and a head of his o.] whilſt, od nh 
deſigns the ſupreme power for Fer he would, 
I fay, by this means make us the moſt miſerable 
nation that ever was governed by any monarch ; 
for ſuch a government would infallibly ftrip us of 
all our natural advanta proceeding from the ſeas 
and rivers, and not only leave ts charged with, in- 
tolerable axes, but opprels vs Ow with ene 

R 2 ye 
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five and luxurious way of living, together with 
thoſe other infinite miſchiefs which are found eye 
in thoſe governments. From whence it evidently 
follows, Hat we muſt defend our free government, 
tho? it ſhould be by a war againſt England: for 
better and more commendable to fight for our 
But to pre- lives, tho with the utmoſt hazard of periſhing, 
ſerve the than to hang ourſelves like Judas, for fear of re 
an, ceiving ſome ſmarting wounds in the battle, and 
whole, to murder ourſelves by a double death of ſoul and 
_ endintire. body, without hopes of a reſurrection ; ſeeing if 
the worſt befal us, and we be weakened by an 

Engliſh war, yet ſtill living under a free 
ment, we might wait for accidents and alterations, 
and hope to have better ſucceſs at another time: 
whereas on the contrary, by a monarchical go. 
vernment we ſhould for ever be deprived of our 
fiſheries, manufactures, and trade, to the ruin of 
- ourſelves and our poſterity, who might juſtly curk 

ſuch baſe and cowardly parents. 

And to In all events it is evident, that England fearing 
ue m no potentate of Europe, except the king of Franc, 
eve can make no alliance with us grounded upon a com- 


. alliances 


with Eng: mon fear, but that only; and conſequently all other 
land. alliances with that kingdom, will be prejudicial w 
Becauſe is alſo as evident, that we are not to make an 
Heel aun. alliance with England, out of a defire of conquelt; 
— 7,8 for at the beſt, When we have employ'd our ut 
pernicious moſt ſtrength in purſuit of their game, we ſhould 
70 . at laſt moſt certainly differ with the Exgliſb lion 
about dividing the prey ; who taking the whole to 
- himſelf, might ſoon after devour the wretched 
Holland aſs ; or at moſt we ſhould only be like 
jackals, or ferrets, or drive the game into the Ex. 
e 9 
It were therefore in truth much better, that Ha 
land in her actions ſhould imitate, not thoſe — 


- 
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filly and unhappy beaſts, but rather the ſhy and 
wary cat, that hunts only for her ſelf. 

Since then we can make no advantageous alli- But 4 de- 
ances with England, neither for common conqueſt, ate al- 
nor common defence, except againſt France only, "=" 
we may rationally conclude, that all alliances with ;z,,, .. 
that kingdom, unleſs defenſive againſt France, are gainf 
uſeleſs to Holland, even thoſe which might proceed France 
from fear of a war with England: for it is evident 2 be 
that whatever advantageous conditions that king * 
acquires from us, we muſt immediately make them 
good; and yet expect that he will nevertheleſs 
threaten us with a war, unleſs we will do many 
harder things for him. 

And indeed he that will not defend his ſubjects 
in their lives and libertjes, tho? by troubleſome and 
dangerous wars, is ſo unworthy of government, 
liberty and life, that in all reſpects he ought to be 
eſteemed the off-ſcouring of the world, and his 
poſterity never to be named by ſucceeding genera- 
tions, without curſes and deteftations, _- 


fees en 
Some general and particular inferences drawn 
from the 8 ng conſiderations, touching 


all our alles. 


UT of all which foregoing particulars, I 
conceive we may draw che following co- 
e 3 
Firſt, that all alliances which Holland might 

make in a time of peace with any neighbouring Se 
princes of Europe are wholly unſerviceable to us; 1 of the * 
ſince in our neceſſity we ſhall never receive aid from To moſt 
them, but rather be drawn into a war, But in potent mer 
times of war and trouble we ſhould confider, ac- narch:, 
eording to what I formerly mentioned, whether 

| R _ «heh Holland 
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Holland were able to defend itſelf, and continue to 
do againſt its moſt potent neighbours, Franc, 
Spain, and England, without any aſſiſtance from 
abroad. And ſeeing I ſuppoſe we can, it then 
follows, that if we are attack'd by a weaker power, 
we tnuſt not ſeek help from thoſe great potentates 
mentioned, becauſe they would thereby become 
greater and mightier. And on the contrary, a good 
patriot of Holland ought to wiſh, that France and 
England may decreaſe, and that Spain may not in. 
cteaſe in ſtrepgth. e + 
* 'Arid if it ſhould fo fall out, that one of the three 
abovementioned Kingdoms ſhould make war upon 
us, it. is not at all needful that we therefore ſhould 
{tek aid from abroad againſt them by alliance, 
unleſs they of their own accord, and decently offt 
theinſelves ;- for otherwiſe we ſhall get nothing but 
4 number of good words; and if we rely on them, 
We ſhall be much hindered, as fe lately found in 
France. Gur Engliſh war, when we were allied with Franc 
and have learned from that inferior and ungrateful 
Denmark. But when thoſe alliances fall into our 


* 


laps, then, I ſay; 5 

England. 2. When Halland is fallen into a war with Eu- 
land, all alliances with other potentates are good, 
in order to eſcape; provided our allies firſt perform 

their engagements. | 565 
Spain. 3. When Spain makes war with us, an offenſive 
f * with France is good, provided the Frend 
comply firſt with their engagements; and if they 
will not, it is hetter to ſtand upon our own bottom, 
and to labour that we run not aground : and ſeeing 
we muſt run the adventure, it is better to endeavour 
with full ſail to paſs over the flats, than in expect 
tion of foreign pilots, who all Fay, romiſe to aſlil 
us with their ſkill, to let our ve 5 driye flow! 


burcertainly an the ſands, and per. _ 
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It is always more decent and honourable for That is _ 
men to ſhow that courage they have, and effectually at of 
to exert their utmoſt ftrength againſt an enemy, 4, 21 
e ing to 
in order to preſerve their rights, than to ſurrender a enemy, 
all through cowardice and fear, For tho* they none 1 
may loſe / by the war, yet they ſell every advantage 1 baut. 
ſo dear to the enemy, that afterwards neither he *certed. 
nor any other will raſhly come on again. But he 
who for fear, and want of courage, gives up any 
part of his eſtate and right, . invites and pulls down 
upon his own head all that a covetous enemy can 
defire, and is deſpiſed by all men. we 

4. All theſe difturbances and wars, whether 
againſt France (unleſs that kingdom were ſtrength- . 
ned by devouring the Spaniſh Netherlands, and fo 
become our neighbour) or againſt any other po- Contra; 
tentates, may more eaſily be overcome without ith Aer 
any alliance; the? in ſuch a cafe the lefſer repub- % ,. 
likes and potentates may in favour of Holland, be ar 
drawn into the war by ſome preceding alliance, be- 
cauſe we having gotten what we aimed at, will 
ever interpret the alliance made to our beſt advan- 


tage. h 
5. It is ceteris paribus more uſeful either for 4rd ag 
Holland, or other potentates, to have alljances with g 


a republick, than with a prince gr king, becauſe „ 
ſuch alliances being grounded upon à common in- 4,1, then 
tereſt, they may aſſure themſelves that they will <virh a 
always bg fo underſtood by the governors of 4 com: .. 
monwealth, who beſides are immortal and perpe- 

tual, Whereas on the other ſide, fingle perſons 

have ſeldom fo much underſtanding and knowledge, 

a8 to apprehend their own intereſt, much Jeſs will 

they ala the pains to govern by that rule; and 
beſides, they are very inconſtant and mortal, and 


naturally hate all republicks. * 


* 


* 


a0, It js, and always will be dangerous for Hol- 
and to make "alliances with France, Spain, or 
| R 4 | England, | 


* 
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But alli- England, becauſe *tis probable that they who are 

F EG: more eſteemed only becauſe they are kings, and 

Spain, and Poſſeſs larger territories than we, will always oblige 
England, us to perform our engagements firſt, and ex 

are darge- all ambiguous points to their own advantage. But 

un fo longas we are in the leaſt fear of France, that is, 

ſo long as Spain can keep the Netherlands, we 

may belt enter into alliance with that kingdom for 

common defence, againſt thoſe that might wrong, 

or make war againſt the one or the other. But 

Yet that when France is like to be maſter of the Netherlands, 

1, ga and become our neighbour, it is not only neceſſary 

France for for Holland to prevent that potent, and always 

our neigh- bold and inſolent neighbour, and to take great care 

bour, al- not to make any league, by which France may in 

2 5 any meaſure increaſe in power; but all the poten- 

are gend. tate; and ſtates of Europe ought to combine toge- 

| ther to hinder the further growth of that Kingdom, 

which hath already overgrown all its neighbours. 

Abeve all. Likewiſe ſo long as we muſt dread ebend in 

e „ the higheſt degree, it js perfectly uſeleſs to make 

2 1 the leaſt alliance with that kingdom, 3 as 

alliance is grounded upon a common fear of agreater power, 

with Eng- as now France is; ſeeing all written alliances, with- 

— mags out common neceſſity, are interpreted in favour of 

4 the greateſt, as happens in all doubtfyl caſes; beſides 

bs that England will thus find mpre cauſe with ap- 

peararg: of right to make war againſt ys. For if 

that be found trye, which mean perſans cpnclude, 

that all that are in partnerſhip have a maſter ; and 

that all ſach partnerſhips begin In tbe name of God, 

but uſe to end in that of the devil: tis much more 

true of kings and princes, who have . 0a all 

juſtice; and conſequently as true, that 16 long ay 

England intends to have the quiet or diſquiet of 

Holland at their own diſpoſal, ſne would be the 

worſt and moſt tyrannical ally for us that were te 

he found in the whole world, unleſs the dread of 

3 - © Re more 
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Chap. 10. has been ſaid of Alliances, 
more powerfulneighbour ſhould curb thatpernicious 
inclination. | | hy 

To ſum up all: ſo long as Holland can ſtand on 
is own legs, it is utterly unadviſable to make any 
alliance with thoſe who are more potent; and eſpe- 
cially it is not good to perform any thing firſt, or 
be before hand with thoſe unconſtant monarchs and 
princes, in hope that they will perform with us. 
afterwards, according to the old ſaying, They that 
eat cherries with great men mult pay for them 
themſelves ; and beſides, ſuffer them to chuſe the 
faireſt, and expect at laſt to be pelted with the 
ſtones, inſtead of thanks for the favour received. 


- 


7. And conſequently it is certain, that all the p,,, 4 
advantage in articles of an alliance conſiſts in this, alliance 
that Holland 7 always cqvenant that the other con/ifs in 
allies ſhall rform their engagements. - All FP? . 
other ſort of go are very pie to us: for _ 
by the proper conſtitution, or antient cuſtom. of 
our government, the depyties of the provinces 
ypon all occaſion will, where they can expect any 
private benefit, ſuffer themſelves to be moved by 
foreign ambaſſadors to draw in Holland to their 
party, when they can ſee no detriment to accrue 
thereby to their particular provinces, e 

And the following proverb takes place with E R,¹, ! 
thoſe eſpecially (whaſe commiſſioners for the gene- becauſe our 
rality are not concerned for the publick, ſo long as Cnet 
their provinces remain unburdened) That it is very Ir, en 
eaſy to lie in the gſhes with anot ber man's garment, not fault 
and be warm, So alſo tis not difficult to take ge- according | 
nerous reſolutions at the coſt of another, to keep #9 r i 
promiſe, to be liberal and merciful towards our | 
neighbours, while all other potentates and ſtates 
continue to deal openly and fairly with us. But ſup- 
poling the other provinces might be ſomewhat con- 
cerned therein, yet is their intereſt ſo inconſiderable, 
that among their deputies we ever find that a -< 

— L ner 


* — 
—— - ro oe 
— — 
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neral evil is weighed according to the weigher, 
particular intereſt and no otherwiſe, how heayily 
ſoever another may be oppreſſed thereby; eſpecially 
here, becauſe they are ſeldom called to account by 
their ſuperiors for their tranſactions, 

And if any one doubts of the truth of theſe in- 
ferences, viz. That all ſuperior powers, eſpecially 
the monarchs and princes of Europe, play with their 
allies as children do with nine-pins, which they ſet 
tentates up, and immediately beat down againas they pleaſe; 
zrife and that he that firſt performs is ever the loſer, 
with and ſuffers ſhame, let him read the. hiſtories of 
oath. Franciſco Guicciardino, and Philip de Commines 
And if theſe two famous politicians, the one an 

Ttalian, the other a Nether/ander, writing of mat- 
ters in which they had the profoundeſt ſkill, and 
in which they were very often employed; if they, 
I fay, do not remove theſe doubts, much leſs will 

it be effected by any reaſoning from me. 
In the mean time, to conclude what hath been 
alledged above (viz. ſeeking our preſervation by 
alliances) I ſhall. lay before you that which the an- 

tients have figured out by the enſuing fable, 
The gen- A rich but weak country man, obſerving that 
ral conclu- e his poor and ſtrong neighbour, contrary to pre- 
fox illu/- „ ceding promiſes made of affiſting each other, did 
2 “ notwithftanding ſteal his apples, and robb'd hi 
25 old and orchard; told him of the injuſtice and perfidi- 
rich man, ** quſneſs of the thing, deſiring that he would be 
and « „ fatisfied with what he had. To this the ſtrong 
55 _ „ bqor anſwered, that this ſermon very well be- 
all, “came a rich unarmed man; but chat he being 
| hungry, could not fill his empty belly with ſuch 
« food, And as to his former promiſes and en- 
« gagements for mutual defence, ſuch kind of ne- 
<« cefſity is ever excepted, and that he could not 
comply therewith. Upon this the other w 
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thap. 10. hs been ſaid of Alliances. 


« and old boor having gathered a noſegay of ſweet 
« herbs and beautiful flowers, threw them to the 
lunderer, faying, I preſent you with theſe 

i fo its, that you may not rob my orchard, which 

« [uſe to ſow and plant for the uſe and refreſh- 
« ment of friends. The impudent young fellow 
« thinking with himſelf, that he muſt needs be 
« yery filly, who being able to take all, will be 
content with ſoſmall a matter, robb'd him more 
« and more of all that came to hand; inſomuch 
« that the owner became impatient, and in great 
« haſte gathered up ſome ſtones, and threw them 
« at the plunderer; who being grievouſly hurt, 
« was neceſſitated to leap down Rom the tree. and 
« fly, The old boor binding himſelf alone, broke 
« out into theſe words, Formerly we uſed to ſay 
« in words, herbs and ſtones, there are 4. 
« tues; but now I really find the weakneſs of ra 


« words and herbs, i. e. alliances, and gifts to fates in- 
« knaviſh men. For all gifts and receipts de . 5 ti nat 


« for the phyſician, and the true antidote in a 
« litick. diſtempers, is good arms and — 


% ſo that to ma an end, I ſay, that no body 4 _ 


« can defend his gods againſt wicked men, but 
«© by ſtones, that is, good arms, which are che gen 
« only things left us, whereby we can bravely de- 
6 end our lives and eſtates. ' 

But ſeeing 
land is able to defend itſelf agaiaſtall foreign power, 
and yet the ſame is not ſufficiently proved; there 
fore I ſhall do it in the following chapters more 
fully, with this reſerve, that Holland notwichſtand- 
ing ought for its own intereſt 8 to eee 
the union of Utrecht, fo long as the other 5 
* Halland, nor aſſt it in ahoſt le wa: 


1222 


CHAP. 


theſe concluſions do affirm, that Hol- rr 


\ 
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CHAP. XI. 


That Holland heretofore, under the govern. 
ment of a fingle perſon, was in continual 
tumults and broils, And that under a free 

overnment it ought, and can defend it 


ſelf againfl all foreign power better thay 


formerly, 


— 


Adviſedl Ecauſe in the foregoing chapters, which treat 
to conſider of Holland's making or not making alliances 
whether with its neighbours, it could be ſhewn only in part 
Holland _.. : 7 
can ſabfi and by accident, that Holland effectually minding 
ezainſ} all its OWN intereſt, can make a ſtate in Europe inde- 
potentates, pendent of any other, and not to be overpowered 
by any foreign force: and tha: on the other fide, 
there are many magiſtrates of opinion, or at leaft 
have been ſo, that Holland ought not only to be 

joined by the union of Urrecht, but alſo by a go- 
vernor or . to all the other United 
Provinces; becauſe if that province ſhould hap- 

pen to be abandoned by the reſt, they ſay, it would 

by no means defend itſelf in time of war againſt 

We a powerful enemy: to whom we may add the 
af regard courtiers, and other flatterers of the ſtadtholder's 
«vhat flat- court, who have for a long time made the com- 
zering mon inhabitants of the United Provinces believe, 
ze, that all thoſe countries united would not be able to 
given out ; repel the force of Spain with their own ſtrength; 
and that therefore one permanent illuſtrious caprain- 

general and ſtadtholders is very neceſſary for us, 

that by his intereſt and favour we may be able to 

obtain ſuccours of France, England, or Germany, 

againſt Spain. For theſe reaſons, and on account 

of the weight of the ſubject, upon which moſt of 

all chat is here treated, or ſhall be ſaid hereafter, 

depend 
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Chap. 11. the Government of a Angle Perſon. 
depends, 1 find myſelf obliged to repreſent the 
ſame more at large, and that effectually. 


In the firſt place it is evident, that there can be 4 ruler 


nothing, more ſhameful nor prejudicial for a ſove- 
reign free government, than to hold for a maxim 
in the publick management of their affairs, that in 


a time of war they are not able to ſubſiſt againſt be /ecare, 
all their neighbours and ſtates, whoever they be: 2 {ite a 
for ſuch governors do thereby make the welfare of er 


their native country dependent upon thoſe more 
powerful ſtates, and content themſelves of rulers to 
become ſubjects: which is the moſt miſerable con- 
dition that any country can fall into by unſucceſsful 


war. h 

And indeed if we may juſtly blame a ſick per- 
ſon, who becauſe he thinks he is mortally ſick, 
will therefore uſe no phyſician; we ought much 


more to blame thoſe rulers, who by baſe and de- Becauſe be 
generate maxims lay aſide the uſe of all wiſdom, % 9» 


care and power, to ſtrengthen and defend their 
country to the utmoſt extremity : for we might ex- 


cuſe the folly of a ſick perſon, becauſe what he does 5% inn 
is at his own peril. And becauſe every one is lord ce fab. 
of his own, neither can it be ſimply faid that he in 


creaſes his diſtemper by neglecting the uſe of phy- 
fick. But a magiſtrate, who is by. nature and by 
his oath to provide for the welfare of his ſubjects, 
and to defend them againſt all force, ought to be 
2 the moſt infamous of men if he neglects 

at duty. 5 
If they by ſuch ill maxims he uſes the ſtrength of 
his own country and ſubjects to give advantages to 
another, and is not only careleſs of his own, but of 
the welfare of his innocent people, he tempts his in- 
ſolent neighbours, and perfidious allies, to attack 
and ruin his country in that unarmed condition : 
whereas, if he had made ſuch proviſion for the pub- 
lick defence as he ought, they would have been 
deterred 
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254 Holland may ub/;/t without Part Il. 
deterred from any attempt, and have continued 
peaceable and quiet. For as occaſion makes the 

tief, and every one will climb over into the gar. 
den where the wall is loweſt ; ſo likewiſe the goods 
of unarmed people are ever common : but one 
{word keeps another in the ſcabbard ; and two curſt 
dogs ſeldom bite one another. 

Deduc- But to come nearer to the matter in hand, I ſhall 

tion, pam premiſe in the general, from the credit of undoubt. 


2 . 5” ed hiſtory, that moſt of theſe Net berlandiſb pro- 


Holland Vinces, eſpecially Holland, whilſt for many ages 
bath flood they were governed by earls and captains-general, 
ef it ff not only lived in continual diſſention and diviſion, 
— nog but were in perpetual war one againſt the other, 2 

well as againſt their lords, and thoſe that depend on 


ow. them, unchriſtianly ſhedding one another's blood: 


ard ty. and the reaſon of it is very evident; for tho? the in- 


multi du- tereſt of ſuch lords is often different from that of the 
ring the ſtate, and contrary to the common good of the peo- 
Ma of ple, yet have they very many perſons that depend 
the earl; On them, and are of great power in the government; 
ard capt. by which means it infallibly happens, (unleſs ſuch 
generals. lords could be diveſted of human nature) that they 
will endeavour many times to advance their own 
particular intereſts, with the aſſiſtance of their f- 
vourites and dependents: againſt which all good 
magiſtrates, who value the common happineſs above 

all things, and eſteem the welfare of the people to 

be the ſupreme law, are neceſſitated, in diſcharge 

of their duty, to exert themſelves vigorouſly againſt 

ſuch perſons, without fear of their diſpleaſure 3 and 

by this means the community falls into great divi- 

ſions. For on the one fide, the lord will not, 

and, according' to the rules of the world, may not 

bow or comply, becauſe his honour and authority 

ſtands engaged. And on the other ſide, the honeſt 
magiſtrates, relying. on their conſeieaces as on 4 

wall of braſs, will not be drawn from their 1 

| ; ry 
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reſolution 3 and if in ſo dangerous a conjecture Becauſe in 
— happen to be of a violent temper, or apt 2% 2 
to be ſeduced by violent counſels, that country aria 
often brought to great extremities. zei own 
And yet we know that notwithſtanding, theſe in- advan- 
teſtine diſorders, ſuſpicions and animoſities, the age. 
Hollanders preſerved and defended themſelves a+ 
gainſt all foreign force. And it appears, by the 
negotiations of the preſident Feanuin, that prince 
Maurice, and his partiſans, in the year 1608, was 
of opinion, chat Zealand alone, parted from the 
other United: Provinces, was able to defend itſelf 
againſt all the pbwer of Spain; upon which the _ 
other provinces declared not to agree to a truce, but 
to continue the War. v2 ew digi 1a en 
This being premiſed in general, I come nom to Holland 
the matter in particular. In the firſt place, antient anciently 
hiſtories inform us, that Holland, before the break- nach 
ing in of the inlet of the Texel, about the year 11, 4 
according to Gacdend Pantalcon, publiſhed 'by:M. ,,. (ze. 
Vaſius, or, as others ſay, about the year 1400, be- 
ing deſtitute of the Euyder- Sea, lay joined to rie- 
land, Overyſſel and Guelderland, or at moſt was 
parted by the Rhine and Vlie, as before the year 
1421; and before the land near Dart was ovet- 
flown, Halland on that fide lay joined to Brabant, 
and conſequently had many more frontiets than 
now. And moreover it is evident, that theſe in- 8 
land provinces had fewer cities, and leſs populots, © 
and was therefore, in reſpect of their neighbours, - _ 
every way weaker and poorer than at preſent. 710 
And yet the ſtates of Holland and Mell Frieflans, Yt bath 
from the unariimous conſent of all our antient hiſtu- 2 a, 
rians, inform us in their remonſtrance t. the carl finer he 
of Leiceſter in 1587, that theſe lands (their lordſhips g vel. 
ſpeaking of Holland with Veft-Friefland and Zealand) P. Borte, 
bave for the moſt part been vittorious. againſt, all best 23. 
their enemies, and have ſo well defended their nun- Jol. 56. 
a | 31) 2199077 7:7 8s 


256 ' Holland ay ſub/ift without" Part Il 
tiers againſt their adverſaries, however powerful 
that they have always had a good efteem and repuia. 
tion among their neighbours : at leaſt we may 
with truth, that the countries of Holland a4 
Zealand, for the ſpace of $00 years, have ney 
been conquered by the ſword, or ſubdued either by 
foreign or inteſtine wars. Which cannot be ſaid if 
any other dominions, unleſs of the republick of Venice, 
Thus far the ſaid ſtates. alto | 

Even a- 2. It is notorious, that the provinces of Holland 
gainft the and Weſi-Frieſſand never had more powerful neigh- 
Sa boursthan the kings of Spain, who having been cark 
"MW of Holland and Zealand, and ſtill claiming a right 
very 4 to that dominion, had an incredible advantage above 
dable. all other neighbours to reduce theſe countries under 
their power, which were very much divided by 

many differences about religion and other matters; 
and yet Holland and Zealand alone, after they had 
ſupported a few ſieges with reſolution, ſo broke the 
ſormidable power of that wiſe and abſolute monarch 
Phbdbilip II. of Spain, that other provinces afterwards 

by their example dared to reſiſt him, | 

So that the other United Provinces have not 
brought Holland and Zealand into a condition of 
freedom, but Halland and Zealand them. And it 

1s to be conſidered, that the other provinces (Utrecb! 
excepted) have added nothing to ſtrengthen and 

_ -fortify the free government of Holland, or to free 
. cer that province from any inconvenience to this day. 
beat of, But, on the contrary, Holland alone erected the 
but other commonwealth-government for the benefit of the 
united © other provinces, and has done ſo much for the 
E „other provinces, that every one of them | (except 
mean time recht, which has always run the ſame adventure 
fartifed by with us, is now provided with well fortified cities 
lland ; magazi ammunition of war, proviſion, and 
ſoldiers in garriſon ; or, to ſay better, inhabitants, 

who daily reccive their pay out of Holland. And 


moreover, divers cities and forts in Brabant, = 
ders, 
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Chap. 11. the Government of a fingle Perſon. 

lers, Cleve, Eaft-Friefland, Drente, aud Nether- 
land, have been conquered, fortified, and provided 
with ſoldiers, proviſions; and ammunition of war 
neceſſary for their defence at the expence of Holland. 


257 


Againſt this, if any will object that Holland in ;, 


the diſtribution of taxes pays no more than fifty- 


rifon 


eight guilders ſix ſtivers 23 pence in the hundred whereof _ 


what the 


for their ſhare, and conſequently the other United 
Provinces have in ſome meaſure helped to bear the 


other pro- 


- . VIRCES. con- 
charge of the war : we might truly anſwer, that ributed. 


Guelderland and Overyſſel contributed nothing to the was of 


charge of the army to the time of the truce; and "a Va 


that to the year 1607, we were neceſſitated. at our 


own charge to compel Groeningen to bring in its 
proportion for the war by means of a caſtle ang 
garriſon. And it is certain that afterwards the 
yearly demand, or requeſt of the council of ſtate . 
for taxes to pay the armies in the time of Frederick 
Hendrict prince of Orange, was purpoſely raiſed 


ſo high, that half the ſum would very near defray - 
that charge. So that when the ſaid captain-general 


had once obliged the province of Holland to give 3 
. 10. 


32. pag. 


their conſent to the ſum required, he uſed not much 
to trouble himſelf for that of the other provinces. 
And we have often ſeen, that in the hotteſt of the 
war againſt Spain, and in the former war againſt 
England, together with the eaſtern and northern 
war, as well as in the laſt Engliſb war, they have 


77 


often refuſed to conſent to the publick ſupplies; 


and more often have only given their conſent for 


form-ſake, in order to induce the ' province of 
Holland to conſent to the charge; and having done 
lo, becauſe they dared not to deny their conſents for 


far of. incurring the prince's diſpleaſure, they 
remained in default of payment, without being 
compelled to bring in their promiſed proportions 
becauſe our captajn-general had rather by ſuch favours 
keep the other provinces at his deyotion, and 

"VIE S eſpecially 


> 


* f 


258 Holland may ſubhiſt without Part Il. 
eſpecially their deputies of the generality (amongſt 
whom were ſeveral who with good reaſon were 
called the cabinet lords) that by them he might be 
able perpetually to over-vote the province of 

See in the Holland, and make them dance to his pipe. And 
year 1662. this is the true reaſon of the many arrears of taxes 
7 26. which thoſe provinces conſented to raiſe, but have 
th Tides not brought in to this day. Tho? (if we relapſe 
of Holland not again under a new captain- general) expedients 
by*L. V. may be found and put in execution for recovery of 
T5 them, and for prevention of the like for the future. 
. K* 3. It is to be obſerved, that Holland during all 
theſe broils and hardſhips, was under the govern- 
Holland ment of eatls and ſtadtholders or captain-generals 
eee who have ever ſought their own private intereſt to 
zelled a the prejudice of theſe countries, and have from time 
bow and to time raiſed and fomented thoſe endleſs inteſtine 
2 an- diviſions, in order to make a conqueſt of the eſtates 
* iz and rights of the gentry and cities of Holland and 
| captain ge- Weſt-Frizfland ; fo that it remains abundantly evi 
gerals, dent, that all foreign wars have been carried on and 
_ finiſhed only by a part, or divided power of this pro- 
#4 .% mee. n 
Moſt of the 4. It is likewiſe obſervable, that almoſt all the 
provinces United Provinces have continually lived upon Ha 
znriched 1:44, not only by their deputies in ſome college of 
uk ” the generality and other offices of judicature, polity, 

Holland. and the revenues; but alſo by great numbers of their 

| gentry, and other inhabitants, who, by favour 0 
the captain-general have found means to get into the 

See cata molt profitable commands in tl. army, and are to 
logue of be paid by the ſtates of Holland and Weſt-Friefland; 
wg for that reaſon, even after the peace was con- 
cers, in Cluded, kept thoſe land-forces long in great paj 

Aitzma againſt the will of Holland, tho? they had during the 

B. 41. p. war endleſly multiplied thoſe offices, and profits. 

232 "And *tis yet more remarkable, that almoſt all the 
United Provinces have continually * ban 
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Holland, by bringing in very many mere provincial Deduct. 1. 
charges to the account of the generality, in the an- 4%. . 9- 
nual petition of the council of ſtate, that under this , 5 
pretext they might make Holland pay yearly more g. 17, ts 
than 58 per cent. of divers ſums, of which in truth 26. 
Holland owed not one penny. | 

So that I ſhall finiſh all theſe conſiderations with Holland 
concluding, that the ſtout and powerful lion of Hol. has caft of 
land had formerly ſtrength enough to repel all his the yoke of 
foreign enemies, and thoſe of his allies, viz. of the 1, pe” 
other United Provinces : but (God amend it) I ar of her 
muſt add, that this ſtrong and victorious creature, own - 
to the year 1650, had not the foreſight, or fortune ers. 
to eſcape the ſnares which were laid by hisown mi- 
niſters and ſervants. For our hiſtories tell us, that 
the earls of the houſe of Burgundy and Auſtria, did 
by degrees more and more bridle and curb the Hol- 
land lion; and it is alſo as evident, that our former 


ſtadtholders and captain- generals have very well 


been acquainted with the politick maxim of lording 
it over a country, and bringing it under ſubjection: 
that the moſt powerful provinces and the ſtrongeſt 
cities, together with the beſt and moſt venerable 
magiſtrates, were moſt inſalted and brought into the 
greateſt ſlavery. n 
So that every one may judge, whether the ſaid __ 

ſtadtholders, and captain- generals might not with- 
out difficulty lefſen and depreſs Holland, with its 
antient and conſiderable gentry, ſtrong. cities, and 
venerable magiſtrates, and by that means mecreaſe 
their own power, fince, in all colleges of the com- 
mon union or generality, they could very eaſily 
engage the moſt voices, to over - vote and compel 
the province of Holland, even in ſuch matters 
wherein plurality of votes ſhould have no place, 
neither by the right of natute, right of juſtice, or 
the common union. | 

8 2 And 
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And let the reader enquire, weigh and conſider, 
whether the ſtadtholders and captain- generals fol. 
Jowing the ſame maxims, have not in all the pro- 

vinces, and- eſpecially in Holland, very often taken 
off the meaneſt and moſt indigent magiſtrates from 
ſceking the country's welfare, and drawn them to 
their party; that in conjunction with others like 
themſelves, they may either over- vote thoſe who 
are more able, and more affectionate to the lawful 
government, or by force of arms turn them out of 
their magiſtracy, and introduce other needy per. 
ſons, and ſometimes ſuch as fly from juſtice, to 
ſerve in-their places. | | 

Beſides which, our ſtadtholders and captain-ge- 

nerals have leſt our lion undefended againſt the new 

invented military arts; or to ſpeak clearer, have 

left the cities without any more than their old forti- 

fications, ſo that they are not tenable againſt the new 

invented art of taking towns. They have alſo fet- 
tered and manacled theſe countries, by means of 
e garriſons and citadels placed in the conquered cities; 
Om k and have ſo ordered matters, that moſt of the go- 
much op- Vernments and chief military offices in Holland have 
preſt under been put into the hands of ſtrangers, but ever of 
3 their relations, or creatures, and very ſeldom in. 
jt oF Aul. truſted with the gentry of Holland, and lovers of 
tria, their country. 

So that the power of the captain-generals was 
even in the year 1618, grown ſo far above the for- 
mer power of the antient earls ; and on the other 

4s under ſide, the power of our nobility and cities ſo much 
the fadt- diminiſhed, that tho* many of them for very ſmall 
holders and uſurpations and encroachments of their earls, dared 
7 mo of to exclude them out of their caſtles and cities, yet 
the houſe of there was not one city of Holland (tho* they knew 
Orange. that prince Maurice as captain-general came to put 

| out of office all magiſtrates that were lovers of their 


common freedom, and to remove them from their 
| benches) 
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benches) that durſt ſhut their gates, much leſs make Aitzma 5. 
head againſt, and drive him from their walls, So $3. Pag. 
that about the year 1650, it might ſtill be aſked, * 

* whether theſe countries, by their ſervants of the 

houſe of Naſſau, or their lords of that of Auſtria, 

were in greater ſervitude. And farther, it is well 

known to all, that ſome miniſters of this unhappy 

lion of Holland have endeavoured to breal and de- 

ſtroy all its inward: power, by cauſing the union 

made for general defence to be ſo ordered, that in 

reality it had the ſame effect in the ſtate as a conti- 

nual hectick fever in the body, cauſing us to take 

up ſo much money yearly at intereſt, and for pay- 

ment of yearly intereſt already due, that in very 

few years it would have proved as a canker, and 

have conſumed all its vital ſtrength. | 

And on the other ſide, it is remarkable what ad- Holland 

vantage time hath ſince given us, viz. firſt, That 79% 4 
Holland is wholly ſurrounded with ſeas, or mighty „ 4 
rivers: in particular to the eaſtward by the north 257 ſa and 
ſea; to the ſouthward by many iſlands, and great rivers. 
rivers, as the Macſe, the Rhine, the 1ſel, in part 
begirting Holland; to the weſtward, and to the 
northward, by the mighty inlets of the Texel, and 

the Vlie, and likewiſe the Zuyder-Sza, and the 

Vecht encompaſſing this country in part towards 

the weſt: ſo that Holland is now in all reſpects in- 
acceſſible, or would be in time of war, unleſs to 

one that is maſter at ſea. At leaſt it is evident that 

Hlelland hath no community at all with the fron- 

tiers or limits of the land, fave with ſome few con- 

quered cities in Brabant, with a very ſmall part of 
Cuelderland, as alſo and eſpecially with the pro- 
vince of Utrecht. * | 

Secondly, It is clear, that Holland is now more ,,, ,,, 

than ever furniſhed with many great and populous 4 


8 3 N cities with 
great and 
* Servire auriacis famulis, dominiſque Philippis, populous 


Die mihi conditio durior utra tuit ? cities. 
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See Benti- cities and towns, whoſe inhabitants, by trading in 
— 1 ; all the commodities of the world, have incredih| 
A enriched themſelves; while on the other ſide, Bra. 


FLA bant and Flanders are become rer and weaker, 
And it mult be confeſſed, 4 ſaid traffick by 

ſea hath improved Hollands Mength of ſhipping 

to a higher degree than ever it was formerly. 
3 Thirdly, It muſt be acknowledged, that Holland 


@ free go- is now governed after a free republican manner; 

wernment. and therefore its inhabitants are able to purſue their 

; on intereſt with an undivided and unbroken pow. 
er, and not to be terrified or conſtrained in time to 
come by any one eminent ſervant of the ſtate with 
his adherents, or, by any ill-practiſed union or 
miſ-led allies, to be over-voted, enſnared, and de- 
preſſed to its own ruin. | | 


dian and vas ſo grievous to us, is now fixed in Spain, to go- 
_ vern from ſo great a diſtance thoſe Netherlands that 
. main in join to our frontiers, by delegated governars, and 
Spain. appointed captain-generals, offictating in their re- 
ſpective employment for a very ſhort time. Since 
therefore they with flow and limited inſtructions, 
and tied up hands, cannot perform that ſervice to 
. thoſe extreme jealous kings and councils of Spain to 
the prejudice of us, we in that reſpect need not to 

fear them. EY 28 4 
And their Fiftbiy, It is evident that the king of Spain, here. 
power is tofore our old and moſt formidable neighbour by 
5.2.9 land, is not only weakned in his dominions, by the 
fed, defection of Portugal, but by his manifold loſſs 
| of territories, and cities ſituate in Brabant, Flar- 
ders, Artois, &c. is become ſo inconſiderable, that 
to obtain a peace of us, 'he in the year 1648 found 
it his beſt courſe to reſign up his right to the Uni/«d 
Provinces, and eſpecially to that of Holland, on 
2 | W "hat: 
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whatever he might any way pretend to; ſo that we 
are now wholly fearleſs from that fide. 

All which paſt miſchiefs, and preſent advanta- So ha- 
ges of Holland, being thus well weighed, methinks Holland is | 
| might generally infer, that Holland is much abler 77 better 
now than ever 'twas formerly to defend itſelf ee 
againſt all foreign enemies. fend ele. 

But ſome may object, that Holland for fifty „ 
years paſt having abandoned its own defence, and _— 
reverſed all good maxims, has ſo contrived and #s odje#ed, 
conſtituted matters, that we cannot be ſafe unleſs 4 Hol: 
by means of the other provinces; and that all our «yi 
great advantages of good ſituation, populouſnels, 2 hc 
and God's unſpeakable bleſſings upon the diligence f than 
and frugality of the Hollanders, have only ſerved to ever, and 
ſtrengthen the other provinces and conquered cities, ah at 
ſo as to render them impregnable : inſomuch that EE ng 
they now. have no more need of us, unleſs to draw cities are 
money from us; and that on the other ſide, we v9 
have left ourſelves naked of all means, both of de-/*#- 
fence and offence. | | 

They may alſo ſay, that at the great aſſembly DeduR. 
held in the Hague in the year 1651, Holland grant- Milit. 5. 
ed to the generality, and the other provinces, the 4 of bath 
right of giving patents or commiſſions to all the t bt 
military officers of the reſpective allies : ſo that it i righe 
may be affirmed, that this province bath utterly of giving 
diveſted themſelves of all kind of reſpect or eſteem 2 
from the ſoldiery, who yet are paid out of our 5 
purſe ; tho they are for the molt part in garriſons virhour 
out of the province of Holland, and that we have 4% Ve, 
not preſerved that natural right which we have — 44 
over them, So that if we ſhould want any com- 
panies for the ſervice of our province, we ſhould 
e as it were to petition to have them of our 
aid allies. 


To which may be added, that we have been 


burdened with ſo many impoſitions, that it is im- 


84 poſſible 
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poſſible they can be long born by a country that 
ſubſiſts not of its own fund, but of manufactures, 
fiſhing, trade and ſhipping, - whilſt we are bur. 
dend with endleſs incankering ſums taken up at 
| Intereſt. So that we might hence conclude, that 
Holland is nct indeed eſteemed conſiderable by any 
of her neighbours, or allies by land; and that we 
on the contrary mult ſtand in fear of all our neareſt 
neighbours that are well armed. And he that doubts 
of this, let him but conſider that divers provinces 
during the firſt and ſecond war, dared roundly to 
declare, that they would not bear the charge of any 
war by ſea whattoever it were. Let them likewiſe 
take notice chat the province of Holland to this day 
Aitzma, could never find any means to compel the provin- 
* . „ es that are in arrear of their quota's, to bring in 
358. conſent: and therefore Holland in reſpect of all its 
adjacent neighbours by land, ſeems in all regards 

to be weaker than ever it formerly was. 
How this And in truth, if the province of Holland had not 
1 — heretofore been compell'd by a captain- general and 
1 of ſtadtholder, to ſuffer the things before- mentioned, 
good go- I ſhould much wonder that we have continued ſo 
verment. Jong in ſuch an ill ſtate of government: for it has 
always been a cuſtom in the world, that the weak, 
to the end they might be aſſiſted in their diſtreſs 
apainſt their enemies, ſhould enrich the ſtrong in a 
time of peace by a yearly payment of money; and 
that the ſtrong having received much money and 
tribute, whether in times of peace or war, ſhould 
for all that never aſſiſt their weak allies in their 
neceſſity, farther than might agree with their own 
While our intereſt : and certainly he is a fool in grain, who 
fihers and carries water to his. neighbour's houſe, whilſt his 
merchants own is burning. Moreover Holland hath been for 
3 more than fifty years ſucceſſively either made, ot 
left diſarmed, to ſtrengthen its neighbours, 1 


* 


their multiplied arrears, to which they gave theit 
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make them rather than themſelves conſiderable : 
ſo that in caſe of a war with them, we might fear 
leſt our ſmall unfortified, and unprovided frontier 
cities, and poſſibly the other great cities too, be- 
cauſe of their want of fortifications, and exerciſe of 
arms, tho* they are ſtronger inwardly, might be 
ſurprized, and fall into our neighbours hands. 
For, to ſpeak truly, tho? we have been like good 


wreſtlers and fencers, able to defend ourſelves with 


our own ſtrength, yet we have ſuffered ourſelves to 
be deluded into a belief, that we ſhould be better 
defended in caſe we gave up our arms to certain 
famous fencers, or to neighbours that boaſt them- 
ſelves to be better able to wreſtle and fence than 
we, and conſequently to expel an enemy; whereas 
they are viſibly weaker of body than ourſelves. So 
that we having for ſo long a time delivered up, 
and lent out our arms, are, for want of exerciſe 
and uſing the ſword, really become totally diſarmꝰd 
and weak; inſomuch that in caſe our weak cham- 
pions ſhould come to a battel,. not only they but 
we alſo ſhould fall by the ſword: and beſides, our 


weak neighbouring champions who have borrowed 


our ſwords, are no leſs miſchievous than any other 
people. And therefore we are to expect, that they 
not only deſign their own advantage, and neglect 
ours, but alſo will conceive and eſteem their own 
burdens very heavy, and ours very light; for I 
would not ſay, they will uſe the arms and power 
they have borrowed of us to our ruin, whenever 
they can effect jt to their advantage. By all which 
it appears, that Holland is now leſs defenſible than 
ever. * | 

But he that examines this general poſition on 
both ſides, muſt acknowledge, that as this weak- 
neſs of Holland was cauſed by their own ſtadtholder 
and captain-general : and on the other fide, Hol- 
land by the preſent free government is enabled 8 
8 | : make 
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make uſe of all its abundant inward ſtrength for its 
own preſervation, and with more eaſe than ever to 
repel all inteſtine and foreign force whatſoever, 
Now to the end this concluſion may the better ap- 
pear, I ſhall in the next chapter endeavour to ſhey, 
that Holland diſtinctly, and in regard of all her 

neighbours, not comparatively, but effectually, 

may very well defend itſelf againſt all inward and 
outward force whatſoever. ; 


CHAP. XII. 


That Holland, during its free government, 
cannot be ruined by any inteſtine power, 


— ere, * 


we fon» 


An en- IS evident that no domeſtick power can 


quiry whe- ſubvert the republic of Holland, nor de- 
— — ſtroy the welfare of the inhabitants, except by a 


4. in general conſpiracy, ſedition, inſurrection, and ei- 
by fac- vil war of the people and cities of Holland againſt 
tions. one another, becauſe they are ſo wonderfully linked 
together by a common good, that choſe homebred 
tumults and wars are not to be ſuppoſed able to be 
raiſed, except by inhabitants of ſuch eminent 
ſtrength, as is able to force the magiſtracy of the 
In caſe one country to the execution of ſuch deſtructive coun- 
province ſels. And ſeeing now in Holland and Weſt-Frit/- 
gre land there is no captain-general or ſtadtholder, nor 
take the g L g | 
prince of any illuſtrious perſon except the prince of Orange; 
Orange therefore we will conſider, whether if the ſaid 
for their prince, who is in no office of the generality, con- 
Lead. tinuing in theſe provinces, might be able to cauſe 
or effect ſuch ruinous and deſtruct ive diviſions in 
Holland. | | 
And indeed as I have a proſpect, that if he 
ſhould happen to get into any adminiſtration, he 
might occaſion ſuch diviſions and breaches: yet on 
the other ſide, I cannot ſee how without employ- 
| ment, 
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ment, either from the generality, or this province, 
he could obtain ſo great an intereſt in the govern- 
ment of theſe countries, as to be able to cauſe a 
civil war, and make himſelf maſter of them, ei- 
ther with the old or a new title; far he being no 
general, nor having any military dependents, and 
out of all command, tho* he might by ſeditiaus 
preachers cauſe a few of the rabble to riſe againſt 
their lawful rulers; yet this would not be like to 
happen at one time, and in ſo many places toge- I is ar- 

ther, as to make an alteration in the provincial 7 i 
government, And that free government remain- 49 

ing intire, the new magiſtrates obtruded on the 57 elt 
people upon this riſing, would be turned out, and zee. 

the ſeditious every time ſignally puniſhed. And 

this would alſo tend to the great prejudice of the 

honour of the prince of Orange; beſides, that by 

this means he would loſe all hopes and appearances 9 
of ever being imployed in tie country's ſervice 3 

and on the other ſide might fear, that he and his 

poſterity ſhould for ever be excluded from all go- 

verament and ſervice in theſe United Netherlands 

by a perpetual law. | 

And if the prince of Orange be not able to cauſe Much leſs 

ſuch ſeditions and diviſions, 1 ſuppoſe it could leſs uid the 

be done by any college of the generality : for N. qguuadh 
would fain know in which of the cities of Holland — 1 
would the ſtates general, or the council of ſtate, priv'd of 
without a military head, be now able to alter the 4 

preſent free government by force or faction? Al- a7 Tg 
ſuredly not in any one city. And from the leſſer 4 con- 
colleges of the generality ſuch miſchiefs are leſs to metions. * 

be feared. boy 

But perhaps ſome may ſay, that the rulers or 

ſtates of this province, of their own accord, or ſe- 


duced by promiſes and gifts, forget that warning. 
fear thoſe who are accuſtomed to do ill, eſpecially 
„ SB, . . when 
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when they make preſents *, and will bring in the 

Trojan horſe, But yet the arm'd men concealed in 

his belly, will never be able, by the conſpiracy of 

ſome magiſtrates, to deſtroy our province, and to 

J7hether ſubdue and burn our cities by uproars againſt the 
the free rulers; but poſſibly they may by bringing in the 
Holland horſe, weaken our lawful governors, and leave our 
420 „cities without defence, and then the horſe may be 
bring in drawn into the inward court, and into the feeble 
the Trojan and weak aſſembly of the ſtates. As Ruy Gomaz 
borſe. die Silva ſays of the Netherlands in general, © That 
they are more fiery than they ſhould be for the 

<« preſervation of their liberties, when by force 

e they are attempted to be taken from them; and 

« yet never any people have been ſo eaſy almoſt 

See F. © wholly to reſign them. And the emperor Charl:; 
— 8 e the fifth uſed to ſay, that no people were ſo 
. . «c ayerſe from ſervitude as the Netberlanders, and 
yet in the world no people ſuffered the yoke to 

ebe ſo eaſily laid on them, when they were gently 
treated.“ Beſides which, cardinal Bent ivoglio 
endeavours to ſnew by many reaſons, that the 

See Benti- United Netherland Provinces cannot Jong preſerve 
voglio, their free government; but ſeeing the Netherlanaers 
3 lib. have never before been in the quiet poſſeſſion of a 
3. free republick, at leaſt not the Hollanders, there 
can be no example given of their neglecting their 

own freedom, or of corrupting them with money 

for that end. For when formerly it happened in 
Holland by unavoidable fad accidents, that we were 
neceſſitated to draw the Trojan horſe into the in- 

ward court, we ſaw the fire and flame, ſnorting, 
neighing, and armed men ſpring from his body at 
pleaſure, without regard either to the benefit or 
damage of the inhabitants. So we ſhall always find 

it true, in all chargeable and neceſſitous countries, 
governed by a few ariſtocratical rulers, and provi- 
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ded with but few unrewarded annual magiſtrates, Ny this 

that a great perſon obtaining there any power in“ 

the government or militia, will eaſily draw to his 7} A Ne. 
ty all rulers and magiſtrates by the moſt conſi- therlands. 

derable and profitable offices and benefices which 

he can confer; or if any dare to ſtand it out 

againſt him, he would keep him out of employ- 

ment, or deter him from maintaining the publick 

liberty: ſo that every one to obtain thoſe advan- 

rages, or to evade thoſe hardſhips, will be tempted 

to give up the freedom of his country ; and it is no 

wonder that we have ſeen ſuch dealings ſo often 

practiſed in theſe parts. 

But it is alſo true, that when the princes of theſe Viz. Be. 
countries were raiſed to ſuch a degree, that they cau/c e 
conceiv'd it was no longer needful for them ms , 
oblige the rulers and magiſtrates of the gentry, ande. 1 
cities, not doubting to bear them down by their ere i be 
great popularity among the inhabitants, or to ſup- flattered, 
prels them by their military authority; it hath of. , 
en appeared, that beyond expectation many good. 
patriots, and lovers of liberty, eſpecially many - 
prudent, ancient, and experienced merchants, have 
then evidenced their zeal for the defence of their 
ptivileges, well knowing they ſhould be forced to 
part with them under a monarchical government; 
and therefore joined with ſuch rulers and magiſtrates 
as encouraged them to maintain their freedom, as 
far as they poſſibly could, nay, even the ſhadow of 
liberty, with their lives and fortunes. - 

All which ought to perſuade us, that the aſſem- 77 is no 
bly of the ſtates of Holland, and the ſubordinate probabk ir 
magiſtrates of this preſent free ſtate, having in their 2 ber- 
own power the beſtowing of all honourable and * ” 
profitable employments; and which is more, not land. 
needing now to fear their own military power, and 
being able without ſcruple to command them, and 
by them to reduce other mutinous and ſeditious in- 

; habitanta 
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habitants to obedience, will not now be inclined to 
call in, or ſet up a head, which they would imme- 


diately fear no leſs than idolaters do the idols of 


Becauſe 

all worthy 
rulers may 
perceive it 
would be 


their ruin. 


A. the 
. Plates of 
Holland 
have © 
plainly ex- 
preſſed it 
in Deduct. 
part. 2. c. 
1. F. 9. 
&c. 


their own making; and not only fo, but they muſt 
reverence his courtiers too, and beſeech them that 
they would pleaſe to ſuffer themſelves to be choſen 
and continued in the yearly magiſtracies, and be- 
ſtow ſome offices and employments on them and 
their friends, changing the liberty they now enjoy 
as magiſtrates of a fret ſtate, into a baſe and Naviſh 
dependance. Which things well conſidered, we 
ought to believe that the Hollanders will rather 
chuſe to hazard their lives and eſtates for the pre- 


ſer vation of this free government. 


But if any one ſhould get doubt of this, let him 
hear the ſtates of Holland and Wieſt-Frięſiand ſpeak 
in that famous deduction now in print, where their 
lordſhips have publiſhed their ſentiment in this 
matter: for having been accuſed by ſome of the 
provinces to have done ſomething repugnant to 
their dear bought freedom, they very roundly and 
P declared That they are as ſenſible of 
© thoſe allegations as any ct.:ers; and that they 
« purpoſe, and are reſolved to preſerve and mair- 


„ rain the faid freedom, as well in reſpect of the 


« ſtare in general, as of their province in particular, 
« even as the apple of their eye. And that as they 
« were the firſt and chief procurers of freedom boti 
« for themſelves and their allies, ſo they will ne- 
<« yer ſuffer it to be ſaid with truth, that any others 


4 ſhould out do them in zeal for preſerving and 
„ defending the common liberty. 


F. 9. Nay, that it can hardly enter into the 


e head of any man, according to the judgment of 


4e all political writers, who have ſound underſtand- 
ing, That in a republick, ſuch great offices 0! 
« captain-general, and ſtadtholder, can without 
&« ſignal danger of the common freedom be conferred 
ath - | upon 


- 
_ — „ ** co 2 — co — * LY — — ** FRI 


. BY YH” Vw 1 


mY” Www C0... 2 


Chap. 12. ſuffer by any inteſtine Power. 
upon thoſe, whoſe anceſtors were clothed with 
„ the ſame employments. 


« F. 10, Laying it down as unqueſtionable, and 
« yell known to all thoſe that have in any meaſure 
« been converſant with ſuch authors as treat of the 


« riſe, conſtitution, and alteration of kingdoms, 


« ſtates and countries, together with the form of 
« their governments, that all the republicks of 


« the world, without exception, which depatted 

from ſuch maxims and cuſtoms, more particu- 
«. Jarly thoſe who have entruſted the whole rength 

« of their arms to a ſingle perſon, during life, with 
« ſuch others as continued them too long in theit 
commands, have been by that means brought 
« under ſubjection, and reduced to a monarchical 
« ſtate, And after very many examples produced 
« for confirmation of what is alleged, their lord- 
6 * further add: 10 


« $. 22. And have we not ſoon with our on They will 
« eyes, that the laſt - deceaſed captain- general of vor ea 


« this ſtate endeavoured to ſurprize the capital and 
© moſt powerful city of the land, with thoſe very 


forget the 
violence of 


their oa 


arms which the ſtates entruſted to him? And adtholder 


« moreover, that he dared ſo unſpeakably to — 
« the ſtates of Holland and Wk-Erifla kd, whoſe 
« perſons he, as a ſworn miniſter and natural ſub- 


— cap- 
mo 4 201 


« ject, was bound to revere ? that he ſeized ſix of A 


the principal lords, whilſt they were fitting in 
their ſovereign aſſembly, and carried them away 
« priſoners ? And hath not God Almighty viſibly 


« oppoſed, broken and fruſtrated the feeter defies 
* concealed under that pernicious attempt, by-ſend: 2 


© ing out of heaven a thick darkneſs, with a great 
and ſudden” ſtorm of rain, oÞ which we were 
* preſerved?ꝰ? 

* $.23. And all things well confitlved: it = 
be queſtioned, according to the judgment of the 
aid politicians, whether by adyancing the pe. 

nt 
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cc ſent prince of Orange to that dignity, and thoſe 
« high offices in which his anceſtors were placed. 
e the freedom of this ſtate would not be remark: 
« ably endangered: for God does not always mi- 
< racles, neither are we to flatter our ſelves that 
< theſe countries ſhall always eſcape that deſtruc. 
cc tion which has ever attended all thoſe nations 
< that have taken the ſame courſe without excep- 
* tion. | 

« And laſtly, the ſtates of Holland and Web 
&« Frieſland do thus expreſs their unalterable reſo 
* Jution upon the laſt article. At leaſt their lord. 
e ſhips will on their own behalf declare, and do 
<« hereby declare, that they are firmly reſolved to 
<« ſtrengthen the foreſaid union, viz. of Utrecht, 
<« for the conſervation of the ſtate in general, and 
« for maintaining the publick liberty, together 
e with the ſupremacy, and rights of the reſpective 
_ <<. provinces, according to the grounds here ex- 
<« preſſed; and at all times, and upon all occaſions, 
« will contribute their help, even to the utmoſt, 
© towards the - preſervation and defence of their 
* dear-bought liberty, and the privileges of theſe 
« countries, Which are ſo dear, and of ſuch ineſti- 
t mable value to them, that they will not ſuffer 
“ themſelves to be diverted from their reſolution 
They will ** by any inconveniences or extremities nor will 
wt boſe ( lay down their good intentions but with their 
* 4 e « lives, truſting that they ſhall be duly ſeconded 
. “ herein upon all occaſions by our other allies z for 
with the ** which the ſaid, ſtates will ſend up their fervent 
boſs of „ prayers to Almighty God. Amen”. This done 
a, and concluded by the ſaid ſtates of Holland and 
" © Weſt-Friefland inthe Hague, the 25th of Faly 1654 

by command of the ſaid ſtates, was ſigned. 


Herbert van Beaumont. 
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To which we ſhall add the perpetual edict of 
the 5th of Auguſt 1667. conta ining as follows, 


« The ſeveral ſtates of Holland and Weſi-Frieſ- 
« /and, after ſeveral adjournments, and mature 
« deliberation; and communication with the knights 
« and gentlemen, and likewiſe with the councils 
« of the cities, unanimouſly, ard with the general „ 66, 
« concurrence of all the members, for a perpetual th 3 
« edit, and everlaſting law, in order to preſerve a perpetual 
« the publick freedom, together with the union 4 1 
and common peace, have enacted, as they do e- F 
i hereby enact and decree, the points and articles 52. 
following: | een ment; * 
* 1. That the power of electing and ſummoning = 
© in the order of the knighthood and nobles, to- 
« gether with the nomination and choice of burgo- 
© maſters, common-council, judges; and all other 
* offices of the magiſtracy in cities, ſhall remain 
* inthe power of the ſummoned knighthood and 
« gentry, together with the cities reſpectively, as 
« by antient cuſtom, privileges and grants is con- Probibie- 
«* firmed or granted to them, or might ſtill be ing the. e- 
confirmed or granted, with the free exerciſe of 42 of. 
* the ſame, according to the laws and privileges. ES : 
And that the fore-mentioned nomination, or 
election, or any part thereof, ſhall not for ever 
** be convey'd or given away. N 4˙0 5 
2. That all offices, charges, ſervices, or be- Or confer- 
* nefices, which are at preſent in the diſpoſal of 7 29 
* the ſtates of Holland and Weſt-Frieſland, ſhall — 8 
* be, and continue in them, without any alteration ate 
or diminution, excepting only the military em- the ſame. 
* ployments and offices which may become vacant 
in the field, and during any expedition by ſea 
or land, concerning which the ſtates of Holland 


** will by a further order determine, not only of 
T | . che 


n 
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sa the proviſional ſettlement, but alſo principally 
of the diſpoſal thereof, ſo as ſhall be moſt for the 

« ſervice and benefit of the land. | 
« 3. That the ſtates of Holland and Weft- Fri. 
„land, ſhall not only deny their ſuffrages to the 


« contrary, but alſo move the generality with all 


4 poſſible efficacy, that it may be enacted and 
<< eſtabliſhed with the unanimous conſent and con. 
«© currence of our allies, and by a reſolution of the 


<< ſtates-general; that whatever perſon ſhall be 


<« hereafter made captain or admiral- general. or 
ce have both the ſaid offices; or whoever ſhall 
« among any other titles have the chief command 
<« over the forces by ſea or land, ſhall not be, ot 
« remain ſtadtholder of any province, or provinces, 
« And foraſmuch as concerns the province of Hol. 
e land and Weſt-Friefland, not only ſuch perſon 
"And ſeclu- ** who ſhall be entruſted with the chief command 
ding all over the forces by ſea or land, but alfo no other 
fladthol - ce perſon whatever ſhall be made ſtadtholder of thit 


NN « province; but the aforeſaid office ſhall be, and 


' Sinces remain ſuppreſſed, mortified, and void in al 


From being ec reſpefts. And the lords commiſſioners of the 

capt. ge- « council, in their reſpective quarters, have it re 
« commended to them according to their inſtruc: 
cc tions, to give all neceſſary orders, and to ul: 
« ſuch circumſpection and prudence, as is requilite 
« in affairs that may happen in the abſence of the 
« fates of Holland and Weſt-Friefland, wherein 
&« ſpeedy orders might be abſolutely needful. 

Ard alſo © 4+ That forthe greater ſtability of theſe relo 

fevearing © lutions, and, for the mutual eaſe and quiet of 

ever to © the gentry and cities, all thoſe ho are at preſent 

Hahler any cc elected into the order of knighthood, or that mi 


— & hereafter be elected, together with all ſuch as ma 


Leet. be hereafterchoſen in the great council of the c. 


<« ties, ſhall by their ſolemn oath declare, that the) 
vill maintain the foreſaid points religiouſly ani 
g ö « ypright!, 
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« uprightly, and by no means ſuffer that there be 
« any incroachment or infraction made againſt the 
« ſame; much leſs at any time to make, or cauſe 
« to be made, any propoſition which might in 
« any wiſe be repugnant thereunto. Likewiſe the 
« oath of the lords that ſhall appear at the aſſem- 
« bly of the ſtates of Holland and Weſt-Friefland, 
« ſhall be enlarged in the fulleſt and moſt effectual 
form. And the counſellor-penſionary for the 
« time being, ſtall alſo be obliged by oath to pre- 
« ſerve and maintain as much as in him lies, all 


the ſaid points, without ever making any. pro- 


« poſal to the contrary, or putting it to the que- 

« ſtjon, either directly or indirectly, much leſs 
6 © form. a concluſion. 

5. That moreover, for the further ſtability 


6 of dhe faid third point, the ſame ſhall be expreſly 2 cap- 


« inſerted in the inſtructions to be given to a 
captain or admiral-general ; and he that is ſo ; þ 


« elected, ſhall be obliged by oath, not only to maintain 
« ſeek it at any time directly or. indirectly, much 4 above- 
« leſs to form a deſign to obtain it directly or in- — 


directly; but on the contrary, in caſe any other 
*« ſhould do it beyond expectation, that he ſhall 
«4 withſtand and oppoſe it: and if the dignity of 
« ſtadtholder ſhould at any time be offer'd to him 
« by any of the provinces, that he will refuſe and 
ke decline the ſame.” 


And truly this ſolemn declaration, and perpetual 
edict of our lawful ſovereigns, which paſſed with 
the unanimous conſent of all the members of the 
aſſembly, who were in perfect freedom to form 


their own reſolutions touching the preſervation of 


their liberties, ought to be of greater weight with 
every one, and «ſpecially with us, than any other 
declaration made by the ſtates of Holland and Weſt- 
Friefland, when they were under. the ſervitude of a 

T 2 haughty 
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haughty governor; or than the declaration of that 


formidable emperor Charles the gth made to his 


own advantage, even tho? we ſhould add the foreign 

teſtimony of Ruy Gomes de Silva, or chat of cardi. 
All good nal Bentivoglio, ſince they were not capable of ex- 
gatriots periencing or feeling how intolerably thoſe ſhoes 
edmire pinch'd us; much leſs could they be ſenſible how 
2 _ well pleaſed the underſtanding Netherlanders are, 
5. whether rulers or ſubjects, to find“ themſelves in 
a condition to declare with freedom their ſentiments 
concerning the welfare of the nation; and living 
by the laws of the country, need to fear no man, 
as before they did. But above all other inhabitants, 
our vigilant rulers, who heretofore durit not open 
their mouths for the privileges of the land, the law- 
ful government, and liberty of the people without in- 
curring the danger of being ſent priſoners to Love. 
ſtein caſtle, may conſider with themſelves, that 
they can now freely ſpeak their minds for the bene- 
fit of their country, and themſelves : and let this 
be well weighed by every one that has but onedrop 
of free Netherland blood in his veins, | 


8 Laſtly, it is to be conſidered, whether the proſpe - 


our free Tity and free government of Holland would not proba- 
cities, if bly be deſtroyed, unleſs they have an illuſtrious head 
at Vari for life, even by the freedom which the members 
Al, -uin Of Holland do now actually uſe, in giving their 
each other. voices with the ſtates of Holland, at the pleaſure, 
and for the benefit of their reſpective principals, 
and by croſs and contrary intereſts, diſſentions, and 
wars of the cities among themſelves z which ſome 
great men ſay, cannot be well prevented or quieted 

All repub- Without ſuch an illuſtrious head. 
licks tat To which I anſwer ; that indeed all republicks 
have ſuch without exception, which have conſtituted chief 
2 _ governors for life, veſted with any conſiderable 
7 ru power in civil, and eſpecially in military affairs, 
* Nunc pede libero: have 

Pulſanda tellus. Hor. 
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have been ſubject to continual inteſtine diſſenſions 

and wars, and have fallen for the moſt part into 
monarchical governments. This was the fate of 

all the Talian republicks, except ſome few that by 

thoſe diviſions and tumults had the good fortune 

to expel their tyrants, and by that means an oppor- 

tunity of introducing a better form of government 

without the controul of ſuch an inſolent maſter, 

This was alſo the the fate of all the republicks in 
Germany, and theſe Netherlands, under their dukes, 

earls, ſtadtholders, biſhops, and captain-generals. See De- 
Which is not ſtrange ; fer divide and reign being _— 7 66 
the political maxim of ſuch heads, they will uſe ©* 3K. 
all their art and power to raiſe and foment diviſions 

in their territories, and fiſh ſo long in thoſe troubled 

waters, *cill they overcome both parties; as all 

ages can witneſs. 

2, I have conſidered, but cannot remember ſo Bur rehab 
much as one example of a republick without ſuch a /chs with- 
head, which ever fell into any miſchievous inteſtine 9 4 head 
commotions that laſted long; but on the contrary, %, 
we ought to take notice, that the free imperial ci- 
ties, or republicks in Germany, never make war 
againſt one another; and that the Cantons of Swi- 
zerland being mutually bound to a common de- 
fence (even as we are by the union of Utrecht) do 
very ſeldom contend among themſelves, and if they A appears 
do happen to take arms, very little blood is ſhed ; i Germa- 
and in a ſhort time, without prejudice to their g er. 
free government, they are reconciled by the me- 1,,q_ 
diation of the other cantons: ſo that their republigks 
have now ſtood near 400 years. Which can be at- 
tributed to no other cauſe than that the differing 
parties, Gn ſenſible of the miſchiefs they felt, 
were not neceſſitated by any ſuch chief head or go- 
vernor to continue a prejudicial and deſtructive 
war: for thoſe cantons have been always careful not 
ta elect any commander or general during life * 

T- mt 
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Who are the confederated forces of the union. Neither have 
. any of the ſaid cantons ever thought fit to place a 
Qolitical a perpetual commander in chief over their own fol- 
military diers in the field, but always for the deſign in hand 
bead. only; tho? after their revolt from their lords of the 
houſe of Auſtria, they were neceſſitated to ſupport 
a war, as long and dangerous as that we had againft 
| thoſe of the ſame family. And for ſo much as con- 
cerns theſe United Provinces, let the reader pleaſe 
to hear the ſtates of Holland and Weſt-Friefland, who 
after many ſtrong and weighty reaſons add, 80 
Deduct. that their lordſhips conceive they may firmly 
Part 2. e. 4 conclude, that in theſe lands hardly any other 
3- 14 « differences and diviſions have ever exiſted, at 
While our « leaſt not of great importance, but ſuch as have 
—_ e been formed on the account of thoſe heads, or 
tary head by their means.“ | ERS | 
has cauſed 3. The cities of Holland by inteſtine wars would 
well nigh on both fides ſuffer infir itely more loſs than the 
— _ Swiſs-Cantons, -or any other cities far remote fron 
<obich can One another. For all the inland cities of Holland, 
»o more hardly one excepted, do as well fub{it by trade, as 
happen in thoſe that are nearer to the ſea; and the leaſt ſea- 
2, city would by that means be able to make the 
icks, a 3 | 
-<vby. - greateſt booty of the ſtrongeſt : as it is alſo known, 
| that the leaſt city of Holland may in a ſhort time ſo 
well fortify itſelf, that it could not be taken by the 
greater. So that our cities lying ſo cloſe together, 
the adjacent lands would in caſe of war be imme- 
diately ruined, and all the ways by land or water 
thgt lead towards the cities, would be ſo infeſted, 
that all trading would immediately ceaſe. Where 
fore both parties would forthwith be moved by the 
other difintereſted cities to chuſe a more profitable 
peace, in lieu of ſuch an unprofitable and pernicious 
8 | ; ä 
 _ Laſtly, I obſerve, that all the cities in Holland are 
governed by few ſtanding magiſtrates or * 


\ 
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cils, but rather by annual magiſtrates ; and that ſo 
few perſons as ſerve for magiſtrates ſo little a time, 
could not make ſo great and miſchievous a war up- 
on their neighbouring cities, and maintain them- 
ſelves in their obſtinacy, without being turned out 
of the government by their own inhabitants, who 
would not ſuffer ſuch a temper to their prejudice to 
continue amongſt them; at leaſt they would be kept 
out of the magiſtracy by their competitors. And I 
believe no example can be brought of a few ariſto- 
cratical rulers of a city, or republick purely ſubliſt. 
ing by trade, who have ever long maintained an 
offenſive war, without cauſing at the ſame time their 
own ſubjects to mutiny on that account, and to turn 
them out of the government. 
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And accordingly I ſhall not only conclude, that Holland 
Holland during its free government ſhall never be w-##h0ut 4 


more ſubject to any durable, deſtructive, inteſtine bead c = 


never 
inwardly ' 


diſſention, much leſs to inteſtine wars, than the 


Switzer and German republicks: but I will add, that -avi#'4, 


as the perpetual and true maxim of a government by 
a dag perſon, is divide & impera, by railing and 
fomenting diviſions among the rulers, magiſtrates 
and inhabitants, to make one party by degrees ma- 
ſter of the other, and then to rule both: ſo it is alſo 
the true and ſteady maxim of all republicks, to 
create a good underſtanding and mutual affect ion 
between the magiſtrates and people, by a mild and 
gentle government, becaule the welfare of all com- 
monwealths depends upon it, and 1s deſtroyed by 
the contrary, And accordingly I ſhall finiſh this 
chapter by ſaying, that we ſhould have reaſon to 
wonder, if any wiſe man ever believed that it is the 
intereſt of free republicks to chuſe an illuſtrious 
head, veſted with authority for life, in order ta 
compoſe the differences that may ariſe among them: 

„ <A : for 


* Concordia res paryz creſcunt, diſcordia maxime dilas 


. * ur, 


280 Holland, while free, is able Part II. 
for I think we have already proved, that no ſurer 
way can be taken to introduce perpetual diviſions 
into republicks, with foreign and domeſtick wary, 
and at laſt a monarchical government, than by ſet- 
ting up ſuch an eminent commanding head. | 


CH AP. XIII. 
That Holland during its free Government i; 
very well able to reſt all foreign Power, 


= ww << way 1 


— — 


88 ©, — 


That nu: I Shall now endeavour to ſhew that the republick 
be ſuppoſed of Holland, while an entire free government, can 
3 _ very well defend itſelf againſt any foreign force 
repel all Whatever, Bur firſt I muſt premiſe and ſuppoſe, 
force from that this is a ſure effect of a free government, viz, 
without. that all the great cities of Holland muſt fortify them- 
| ſelves, and be provided with all things neceſſary for 
their defence; as allo that the ſtates of Holland muſt 
out of the common ſtock ſtrengthen all the avenues 
and frontier cities of the provinces, which of them- 
ſelves are too weak effectually to repel an enemy. 
For otherwiſe we may well be of opinion, that Hol. 
land will not be able to deal with the force of Spain 
by land; and that it might by ſurprize be over- 
run by the power of ſome other of the United Pro- 
vinces; yea, that it might be eaſily plundered by 
its own conquered cities. But not to cut out more 
work, I ſhall, in purſuance of that poſition, look 
upon Holland, and all the other provinces, as be- 
ing without union, league, or alliance with its neigh- 
bours: for as other countries may join in making 
war upon Holland, fo Holland may make leagues 
with foreign powers to make war upon others: 
which cafes would, cauſe endleſs thoughts and conſi- 
derations; and therefore I will preſuppoſe, that 
; when Holland ſhall have difference, or wars. with 
any one of its neighbours, all the reſt ſhall be 
neuter, : * | - 2 
wor ag There 
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Therefore to come to the point, I ſay, that it 

ſeems needleſs for me to ſhew that Holland can very 

well ſubſiſt and endure all the force of France, Spain, 

Ergland, and other leſſer remote countries, fince I 

thick I have done it ſufficiently in the foregoing 

chapters, when I treated of Holland's alliances. So 

it remains only to be conſidered, whether Holland 

be ſtrong enough to defend itſelf againſt the power 

of the neighbouring United Provinces, and of the 

affociated or conquered lands and cities? : 5 
Upon which I ſhall premiſe in the general, that Holland 

Holland being ſo well ſurrounded by the feas and —_ 

rivers, and broken by waters; fo populous, ſo full {2 the 

of great, well fortified (for this muſt be ſuppoſed) other Uni- 

and impregnable cities lying near one another, every ted Pro- 

one of which can produce an army; this being con. Wees. 

ſidered, I ſay no potentate in the world could in- 

vade us with an army : or ſuppoſe he were entered 

the country, it-is clear that the ſaid enemy, by the 

continual unexpected attacks of the adjacent cities, 

and, by the beating of his convoys, or ſuch as 

bring in forage, would in a ſhort time be neceſſi- 

t:t:d, by the continual lefſening of his forces, ſhame- 

fully to relinquiſh the attempt and march away. 

All which they ought to foreſee and expect, and 

much more of the forces and incurſions of our net- 

bouring Netherlands, and conquered cities, | Becauſe, 
Again, I muſt ſay, that all the ſaid provinces do %% pre- 

receive incomparably more advantage 8 Holland, \ 

than Holland does from them; which benefits would 3 peace 

all ceaſe by a war, namely, by virtue of the union, _—_ 

which, as it has been practiſed, the rulers and in- We 7 

habitants of the other provinces draw profits from Hani. 

Holland; namely by embaſſies ordinary and extra- Ser agene- 

ordinary, by commiſſions and deputations in the 7a/ cata- 

colleges of the joint allies ; or by offices or benefices A f 

in and about the government; in the courts of judi- * 

cature, treaſuries, and affairs of war depending on 3% 41. 

| | | the p. 231. 
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the generality, which are paid by the joint alli; 

by which they accordingly receive above 38 pr 

cent. of all that they enjoy. To which we may add 

the profits they reap by adminiſtration, or office 

about regulation of trade, and maritime affairs 

whether at home depending on the admiralties, or 

abroad by being reſidents and conſuls, Ec. So that 

it is evident enough that all rewards muſt proceed 

from Holland alone; and by the traffick of Ha. 

land, and its wonderful populouſneſs and vicinity, 

they conſume all the manufactures and ſuperfluoy 

2 of the inhabitants of the other provinces at 

igh rates, and they receive out of Holland all that 

they want at caly rates: whereas Holland on the 

other ſide, in caſe of a war with this or that pro- 

vince, would nat be ſenſible, or ſuffer in its traffick 

or conſumption. And beſides we ſee, that from the 
provinces of Guelderland, Frizfland, Overyſſel, &. 

the poor young men and maids that are not ableto 

live there by their trades and ſervice, ſubſiſt in Ha. 

land very well. So that all the provinces are ſen- 

fible, that a good and firm peace is at leaft as much 
neceſſary for them as for us, to maintain the pro- 

ſperity of both. And yet it might happen, that 

ſome provinces may be ſo ill adviſed as to be drawn 

aſide to make war againſt Holland; and therefore! 

muſt conſider, and take a view of all the Unite 
Provinces in particular, viz. | 

Gronin- Groningen and Frieſiand, with the conquered 

gen and places of the generality, Bourtagne, Bellingwold, 

riefland 7 ,»gakkerſchans and Coeverden z which they have 


gre now 


| 3oth by ix. found means to bring under their particular powei. 


tereſt of Now, ſeeing they appoint or chuſe their comman- 
govern- ders there, remove or change their gatriſons, and 
mentand give commiſſions to their military officers, whereby 
7 — it appears they need nothing of ours; and that they 
From Hol- can ſufficiently defend themſelves againſt all foreign 
land. force. So that if they have a governor in 0 
at: ore Res on dk a Chic 
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which in time might induce them to take miſchie- 

vous reſolutions, we might expect a deſtructive war 

to both parties moſt from that quarter, if it had 

not pleaſed God to divide us by the Zuyder-Sea, 

and the provinces of Utrecht,  Gueldirland and 
Overyſet. So that from that ſide we need expect ; 
no hurt; and the rather, ſeeing by our ſtrength 3 
navigation we may preſently ſtop all the commerce 

and navigation of Groningen and Friefland. 

As to Overyſſel, it is well known that it is di- Overyfſ- 
vided from Holland by Guelderland, and has no ſel Seng 
communication with us but by the Zugder-Sea: and —_— a 
moreover, the ſtrength of Overyſſel is ſo inconſider- auer 
able, and their land behind lies ſo open, that they make war 
cannot make war againſt us but by ſea; nor ſo nei- h Hal 
ther, without hazarding their ſudden. ruin by the 
loſs and want of all their traffick, So that while 4 | being 
they have a free government, we are not to expect er 
it. And if they duly conſider the horrid inteltine 2% . 
and foreign wars and diſcords, which they ſuffered 3450 * 
in the times of their biſhops, and governors of their ver che 
republicks, and likewiſe the violent uſurpation that b 
they ſuffered afterwards under their lords and ſtadt- 
tolders, there 1s not the leaſt appearance that they 
will ever conſent to the choice of ſuch a head. or 
ruler; but if it ſhould ſo happen, and they be preſt 
by a contentious governor” to war againſt us, it 
would be ſtrange it ſuch a war ſhould be long- 
lived; for it is evident they could end Hol- 
land but little, if Holland would uſe its force againſt ä 
them. 
As for Guelderland, it is manifeſt it hath much Sadler, 
more communion with Holland than any of the land ney + 


foreſaid provinces; for it joins to Holland about 5 4 


Aſperen and Gorcum, and towards Bommelar is di- 
vided only by the Maeſe from the land of Heuſden 
and Altena. Moreover it joins to the Zuyder-Sta, 
and hath under its PER the mighty rivers of the 
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( 
Vel, Rhine, Waal and Maeſe; whereby it ſhould Ml * 
ſeem thoſe of Guelderland are able to infeſt the traf. 0 
fick of Holland through the Zuyder-Sea, and by Ml " 
means of the ſaid rivers to ſtop all traffick from ! 
above: and beſides, the men of Guelderland were i 
of old famous for their ſoldiery, eſpecially for horſe. a 


men. So that it ſeems to lie conveniently for gain. 
ing of great booty from Holland by ſudden incur. 0 
ſions, and to make war upon us. | 


But on the other fide it is as evident, that Hal. b 

land having all the paſſages into the ſea from the / 

ſaid rivers under their power, would ſtraiten L 
Guelderland more in all its traffick ; for Hal. : 

| land could carry all its fine goods in carts above the , 
But not confines of Guclderland towards the Maeſe and 
\ 
] 


| mee * Rhine, and there likewiſe receive the fine upland 


Qamage to goods. And conſidering Harderwyk and Elburg 
- ſelf, are the only ſea-ports of Guelderland, which not- 
withſtanding are without havens, their robberies 
at ſea would ſignify. little, and beſides be eaſily 
over-powered by Hollandis great maritime ſtrength, 
As to their incurſions by land, whether wich horſe, 
or foot; it is clearly impracticable by reaſon of 
Holland's populouſneſs, and being ſo full of canals, 
which would eaſily put a ſtop to the Guelderlanders. 
Their bold preſumption of plundering the Hagus, 
he and carrying away the booty thereof in the year 
canet be 1528, does not contradift what I ſay. For tho 
cunfuted by the duke of Guelder gave thoſe of Utrecht aſſiſtance 
the incur- againſt their biſhop, and for that end ſent his ge- 
5 Af neral, Martin van Roſſem, with armed men into 
yan Rof. that town; and that on the other ſide, the emperor 
ſem, and Charles aſſiſted the biſhop againſt Utrecht; yet was 
the booty he there no open war between Guelderland and Hol. 
maſt i lend: but the duke found it good to begin the fi 
* hoſtility, or be the aggreſſor, by Martin van Roſ- 
ſem, and to cauſe 1300 ſoldiers out of that garriſon 
to fall ſyddenly into Holland, and having gotten k 

| ; | | TIC 
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rich booty declared war againſt it. So that the 
Guelderlanders were then to be accounted to have 
made an unexpected treacherous incurſion upon Hol- 
land from that biſhoprick, when Holland had but 
few inhabitants, and was weakned by the Hozkſche 
and Cabveljeauſche factions; nay was indeed inde- 
feaſible by reaſon the emperor Charles employed 
only the gentry and ſoldiery of Holland in his 1ta- 
lian, and other foreign wars. Beſides it may be 
id, and not without reaſon, that Martin van Ro/- 
ſem did this by the privity of the emperor Charles 
the fifth earl of Holland, or the connivance of Mar- 
garet, becauſe the ſtates would not at that time con- 


285 


ſent to the money ſhe would have Holland to raiſc: Se Meer 


for the ſaid emperor, or his governeſs Margaret, 
would ſend no ſoldiery to ſuppreſs the ſaid Guelder- 


Beck Hife. 


P- 7 
Lamb. 


8. and 


landers, nor ſuffer the Hollanders to purſue them. Horten, 
Beſides, Martin van Roſſem did not the leaſt pre- P. 140. 


udice to the miaiſters of the court, nor to the offi- 
cers of the earldom. 


And on the contrary it is well known, that all Guelder- 
Cuelderland, except the city of Zutphen, and the la d Hier 
diſtrict of Nimeguen, lies wholly open to Holland; Pages 


lo that from Loveſtein one might plunder the whole 
Bommelerwaad, yea and cut down its banks; and 
it would be the ſame with the Tielerwaad and Be- 
tuwe, and that quarter of the Veluwe muſt always 
expect incurſions, and plunderings by our ſhipping. 
So that this war, which would be more prejudicial 
to Guelderland than Holland, would ſoon be ended by 
a firm peace on both ſides, while they continue un- 
der a free goverment, and while the reſpective cities 
of Guelderland, eſpecially Nimeguen, the chief of that 
province, do now find the ſweetneſs of their own go- 
vernment, after having felt the weight of the late yoke 


ofthe ſtadtholders, or that of captain-generals,and muſt 


again ſuffer their legally elected magiſtrates to be vio- 


lently turned out. Therefore tis to be bel N 
| | W 


open ts 


Holland. 
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will not precipitately elect a tyrannical head oye 

them. : 1 
The gro- As to the province of Utrecht, it is well. Known 
wince of that it lies wholly open, and jetting into Holland 
Utrecht and ſubſiſts purely by huſbandry ; and in that jt 
eee * bounds upon the Le and Zuyder- Sea, ſeems in 
\ ſome meaſure to be able to diſturb the trade of 
Holland, and for a great way to diſturb the cham: 
pion country. But he that will take notice of the 
great ſtrength of Holland's ſhipping, may eaſily 
conceive that the Le, and Zuyder-Sea, lying be- 
fore the province, might be made uſeleſs to them 
by our ſoldiers ravaging thoſe parts by their ſud- 
den incurſions and ſhipping. And that Hollan 
being a broken country, by reaſon of its many 
waters, might not only plunder their open country 
much more, but alſo becauſe it runs or jets fo far 
into Holland, it may be abſolutely ſeiz'd and kept 
by them, by which means thoſe of Utrecht will be 

deprived of their beſt champion country. 

. Beſides it is very obſervable, that all the cities 
of that province are wholly unde fenſible, without 
any appearance that they ſhall ever be fortified; 
for Amersfort, Reenen, Wyk, and Montfort, are 
Aud ſo not only unable to bear the charge of it; and the 
i al. city of Utrecht will not beſtow their money to for: 
, r tify cities, which afterwards will have leſs depen- 
dance on them; nay poſſibly they might injure 
that undefenſible city the fooner : for we ought to 
know that that long ſquare inland city being de- 
prived of the ſea, and all great rivers, will be evet 
chargeable to fortify and keep. And as if this 
were not enough to bridle that great city, their 
| biſhops of old ſuffered houſes to be built without 
the gates; whence came thoſe four very great 
ſuburbs upon all their conſiderable avenues, by 
which their fortifications are made of no uſe. And 
tho*-every one may ſee that this is the uſual pol 
0 
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of the heads of a republick to weaken cities that 
are too ſtrong for their purpoſe ; yet afterwards 
when men have the good Juck of having a com- 
pleat free government, it continues remedileſs. And 
accordingly'I ſhall conclude, that the province of 7 e. 
Utrecht being wholly undefenſible, will never make ver mate 
war againſt Holland. And ſeeing it is the interefl war ayer 
of Holland ever to ſeek after peace, and that all ee 
ſparks of war ſo ſoon as they ariſe may be ſuppreſt ,,, her b. 
during a free government: and ſeeing the mighty &e- 5. 
city of Utrecht of old, in the time of its ep l 
government, and in the time of the laſt wars 
againſt the king of Spain, felt more than any 
town in the Netherlands, the manifold tumults and 
miſchiefs cauſed by their biſhops of the houſe of 
Burgundy, and great families, and after- 
wards by the uſurpation of the captain generals, or 
ſtadtholders, over their lawful government: it is 
therefore moſt unlikely that they will eaſily diſſolve 
their free government by electing ſuch a ruler over 
them. e ; | 

As for Zealand, it is known to conſiſt in very Vibe tay 
fruitful populous iſlands, ſeparated by mighty vat 
ſtreams of the ſea from all its neighbours ; and be- © =. 
ſides it hath acquired by its power, divers cities e ws 
and ſtrong places, lying on the land of the gene- . 
talities in Flanders and Brabant: fo that the lords Noble,thew 
of Zealand have the diſpoſal of the commands, and 2 
changing of the gariſons of Lillo, Lieſtenſboeł. Ka 
Axel, ter Neuſe, and Biervliet. Inſomuch that ue dane 
Zealand ſeems to be able to defend itſelf very well et,, £4 
againſt all its neighbours with its own ſtrength : Z 
beſides which, the two good havens of Mulcberen, 
Fluſhing and Veer, lie very commodiouſly to annoy 
the trade of Holland to the weſtward with their 
men of war. | 

On the other hand it is alſo true, that the inha- 
bitants of Middleburgb and Fluſhing drive a y=_ 
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Bay, trade by ſea ; and that thoſe of Ziericgee and Vr 

pri ;, do ſubſiſt moſt by their fiſhing ; all Which would 

dar u be immediately ruined by the great naval power of 

us but ta Holland, which would be, far more conſiderable 

its ow: againſt them, than their ſhips of war againſt us 

ruin. And it is as certain, that the traffick of Zealand 

will produce them greater and more certain profi 

than any privateering at fea, can do. Moreover, 

Holland hath by Bommene ſure footing on Schau. 

wen, whereby they might ruin all the rich hufbun. 

dry of that ifland. Goes. would at leaſt haye ng 

benefit by that war, and is not able to reſiſt the 

naval power of Holland in cafe they came to plun- 

der it, or to burn their harveſt. And on the other 

fide, the Zealand iſlands have not ſtrength of ſhip. 

ping ſufficient to land and plunder Holland: where: 

fore I conceive that under their free government, 

every one would be ready to cry out, in a caſe of 

a war, nulla ſalus bello, peace is beſt for both 
parties. * U get 7%: 5 

Which by But ſome may perhaps ſay, that the prince of 

means of Orange might, by means of the cities of F!uſbing 

per. Kh and Veer, and poſſibly hereafter, by being the chief 

2 ah lord, and giving his vote firſt, in name of all the 

gentry in all the aſſemblies of the ſtates, and in all 

colleges of the provincial government, having the 

firſt and the two laſt voices: ſo that having three 

of the ſeven, he muſt be thought ſufficient to oyer- 

rule that whole province; and therefore the wel 

Tho) come fare or adverfity. of the people of that province, 

whichwill whether in peace or war, will not come ſo much 

pn into conſideration as the intereſt of fome court 

repel A ſycophants, and of ſuch a powerful lord, who 

land'sforce having ſo great a ſtroke in the government of 

| Zealand, would be able to carry on very miſchie- 

vous reſolutions. I ſhall not need anſwer any thing 

to this, ſave that from what has been faid already 


it appears, that Zealand would not really have 
| | ; more, 
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more, but much leſs power by ſuch a ſupreme go- f 
yernor, than by a free republican government; 
and that accordingly it would ſoon appear, Vana 
fne viribus ira, that Zealand could not repel the 
power of Holland, but Holland could very well 
repel the power of Zealand. | 

As to the conquered lands in Flanders, and 4rd tbe 
about the Rhine and the Maeſe, it is evident, 
that they are fo far diſtant from Holland, and fo , . > 
divided from one another, that they cannot hyr neraliy's : 
Holland. But Holland is much concerned in the fand, are 
conquered cities of Brabant, which are very % able to 
ſrong : and altho* Holland hath born moſt of all e 
the charges to ſubdue and fortify them, yet during Hand. 
the former government of the captain-generals or i 
ſtadtholders, they would and could keep Holland 
ſo low, that this province which bears moſt of 
the charges of the common union; was not al- 
lowed in any one place of the generality any ſe- 
parate power; whereas nevertheleſs thoſe provin- 
ces that contribute ſo little in reſpe& of Holland, 
as Zealand and Frięſiand do, have ſo many forti- 
fied places belonging to the generality, to diſpoſe 
of ſeparately; and whereof the other allics have 
no power to take cognizance, But God be praiſed 
that our frontiers are ſo well fortified againſt Bra- 
bant, that they cannot be taken by the towns of 
the generality any otherwiſe than by treachery ; 
and beſides we are ſo well divided and ſeparated 
from Brabant by the Maeſe, Biesbos; and arms of 
the ſea, that we need fear no enemy that way, 
altho* thoſe cities ſhould rebel, yea revolt to the S that 
king of Spain. So that by what has been ſaid it Holland 


appears, that Holland alone is well able to ſtand — wy 


againſt all its neighbours, geinf thew 
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CHAP. XIV. 
That Holland, tho" ſhe don't fortify ber cities 
i ſhe keep united with Utrecht only, i; 
able to defend herſelf againft all the mighty 
*  potentates of the world, . 


Holland UT new ſuppoſing the very worft that 

ewith U- could happen, viz. that the rulers of the 

trecht, able great cities of Holland neglect to their cities 

2 ſecutit- into a ſufficient ſtate of defence; and that the ſtates 

2 of Holland do not fortify the other leſſer cities of 

that can Holland or their avenues, And moreover 1 vil 

happen, take it for granted, that the rulers of the reſpec. 

. tive provinces of Guelderland, Zealand, Friefland, 

— Over- Tel and Groningen, ſhall be ſo improvident 

Should ele and ill- minded, as to chuſe one and the ſame per- 

one head, fon to be ſtadtholder, and captain-general of they 

and have republicks; and that the deputies of the generality 
foreign for- . . | . , 

ces to join ſhall combine with that ruler to make him lord 

avith them paramount of the ſaid republicks. And I vil 

againſt us. alſo ſuppoſe that his blind ambition ſhall} be a 

great as that of Lewis Sforza; who to preſerve 

the uſurped dukedom of Milan againſt the weak 

king of Naples, who pretended a right to it, in- 

vited the powerful king of France to make war 

againſt Naples; who, as ftrong auxiliaries uſually 

do, firſt ſwallowed up the kingdom of Nople, 

and afterwards the dukedom of Milan. So that 

ſhall now ſuppoſe as certain, that ſuch a ruler of 

ID the other United Provinces, with ſome victoriou 

French and Swediſh forces, or any others joiping 

with them, may endeayour on the ſudden to bring 

into the heart of Holland a mighty army to ſubdue 

it, and divide it among them: ſuppoſing I ſay al 

this, yet I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that Holland 

making due proviſion beforehand, ſhall be able to 


ſubfil 
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ſubſiſt againſt all thoſe forces, as ſoon as the inha- 
bitants ſhall be brought to a ſufficient. uniform 
ſenſe of the matter, and that both rulers.and ſub- 
jets make uſe of their unanimous care and ſtrength 
to repel all foreign hoſtilities 3 otherwiſe it is cer- 
tain that no country in the world being divided 
and rent aſunder can long ſubſiſt. „ SRL 
But ſeeing that upon ſuch an accident there 177 awe 
would follow innumerable alterations among the <o»/d % 
other potentates of Europe, and thoſe ae . 
ſhould be obliged to gueſs at, which would be of % bene. 
great difficulty, and not ſuitable to my purpoſe of 
making . obſeryations upon the preſent ſtate of 
Holland; I ſhall , that I may not miſs my aim, 
and to clear myſelf of that trouble, fa brief 7 
that the two provinces, viZ. Holland and Utrecht, 
might in a little time, by making a graft, trench 
or channel, from the Zuyder-Sea into the Lek, 
order it ſo by ſluices, that the country*may all be 
overflowed at pleaſure : this might de done with 
little charge, and yet be fo ſtrong a defence againſt 
any force, that humanly ſpeaking, it would be 
impoſſible to ſubdue it by any outward power. 
This poſition is ſtrengthned by the judgment of 
William: the elder prince of Orange, who, as 1 


have either read or heard, was ever of that ſenti- 


ment, and had ſchemes of it made by the beſt in- 
gineers of that age. SAS os cnn 
They that are ſkill'd in theſe affairs, will find it yiz. 5 
EG in the following manner, viz. If a making a 
mmer were ſpent to. ſurround Holland with fuch ga, 
a graft or channel, beginning at the Zuyder-ſea, "11... 
between Muyden and Muiderberg, running from dur us in- 
thence ſouth to the Hinderdam, from thence to the vincible by 
eaſt ſide of the Yecht through the Overmeer/? Pol. land. 
der to the Overmeer ; from thence within the ealt 
or welt fide of the Vecht, about a hundred or more 
rods from the ſame, or cloſe by it along to the — 
Us: telt 


1 
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coft but 


guilders. 
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teſt place; and in that manner following the Vecht 
to the city of Utrecht, and to run eaſt about the 
city, and incloſe it in the line; from thence along 
the new Vaert unto Yreeſwyck, digging through- 
out a graft ten rods wide; and the walls, bul. 
works and proper flankings taking up one place 
with another the like breadth of ten rods : ſuch 


walls and grafts would certainly be invincible in ſo 


populous a country againſt all the potentates of 


world. And ſuppoſing it might be taken by ap. 


proaches, yet would the whole land be entirely 
open behind, that in the mean while new intrench- 
ments might be made. Yea moreover, ſuppoſing 
that were not done, what army in the world would 
dare to force a breach, where a whole army 
of the enemy ſhould be ready on the inſide to re- 


fiſt the ſtormers, as would here be the caſe ? 


, . 


And if any object, chat this graft is either not 
practicable, or too chargeable ; I ſhall add, that 
this line would take up twelve thouſand Rhynlan- 
diſh rods, which would enquire 400 morgens or 
Dutch acres of land; this being valued at 700 
guilders each, it would amount to guilders 2 80000 
The digging of every rod of this graft, M 
with the forming of the wall and 


1 flanking, 100 guilders each, which ( I 200000 
in all would coſt no more than —— 
16000009 To thoſe concerned, and for — yo” 
dinary charges m_— E FW” 
Total. — —ů Vw 


„ 
1 


„ . 


Bsuꝛt the faid graft might likewiſe be digged after 


the following manner, which would be leſs charge- 


able, and would beſt ſuit with the unfortifiable part 
of the province of Utrecht ; namely beginning at 


the Zuyder-ſea along, or within the weſt · ſide 0 ny 


, 
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Eem, and to the eaſtward of the city of Amersford ; After ar- 
paſſing there over the Eem, and to the eaſtward of other man- 
the city of Amersford, to comprehend it in the ,, 0 
line; and thence forward ſouth to the fitteſt place 1 400000 
over Woudenburg, = unto the Lek, about and guilders. 


to the eaſtward of Yk to Duurſteede, for the ta- 
king of that city likewiſe in; which line would 
be in length eleven thouſand Rꝶynlandiſb rods. 
The graft and the walls, taking them of the 

fame breadth as before, and they taking up about 
three hundred and fiſty morgens at 500 guilders 
each, amount unto guilders —— —— 180000 
The digging of the graft, at 100 

2 the rod, for eleven — 1100000 

and rods, 


r 
For extraordinary charges, 120000 
| 1400000 


If the firſt way be taken, then the Lek between 
Preeſwwyk and Hondwyk, is to be kept with re- 
doubts to the length of about twelve hundred rods. 
If the ſecond way be taken, the Lek would then 
be to be kept between Vyl to Duurſtede and Hond- 
wyk, the length of about four hundred rads. 
Moreover, when it were needful for ſecuring 


the land of Gorcum, Vianen, and the Alblaſſer- Tuoali 
waard, there may be digged another ſuch like be necefe 


graft and wall from the Lek about Hondwyk, to“ 
the wall about Zoveſtein, and that over Akkey along 
the borders of Holland: which line would be 


about ſix and thirty hundred Rhynlandiſh rods, arg 


and by conſequence there would be taken up one 

hundred and twenty morgens of land, each valued . . 

at 500 guilders, is ——— 60000 
The graft and wall as above —— 360000 _ 
Extraordinary charges —— —— O00 
#10009 *- * 
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And la) From Loveſtein to the city of Heuſalen, the 

439999  Maeſe would be ſerviceable for the preſervation of 

Ge paid the land of Altena, which ſhould be provided with 
excefor all. redoubts the length of about 4000 rods. 

From the city of Heu/den along and by the old 

Maeſe to little Yaſpik, lying at the Biesbos, for 

reſervation of the land of Altena, the making of 

a graft and wall as above, and being about three 

thouſand rods, it would require about one hundred 

morgens of land, each reckoned at 500 guilders 

amounts tooꝗq nmmm—— —— 50009 

Digging of the graft, and forming of 

the wall at 100 guilders the rod ul 300000 


above, is — — 
Extraordinary charges as ahove, . 3800000 
439900 


| 

| 

All which This in all would amount to two millions, and | 
would be five hundred thouſand guilders, in caſe it was be- 
Arth part gun about the Fecht; and if it were begun about | 
of the year- the Kem, two millions, three hundred thouſand | 
Iq demands guilders, beſides the fortifications which might be | 
ofthe cont” raiſed along the Lek and the old Macſe. | 
yy ro And if it be obſerved, that the money which the | 
council of ſtate yearly demanded in the time f 
prince Henry of Orange, did oft-times amount to 

more than ſixteen millions; and that the ſame for 

the year 1629, when the Boſch was taken, came to | 
Ne, twenty- one millions, and ſeven hundred eighty- wo 
And then thouſand two hundred ſixty- eight guilders, you , 
there will then clearly ſee that thoſe campaigns : | 
= * ſieges in that offenſive war, even when they ſuc- 
tape by ceeded beſt, and we made bonfires for joy, colt 
gariſms the province of Holland alone, omitting the other WM | 
| 


_ — United Provinces, four or five times more than 
Her fuch a graft would amount unto ; beſides that the 


n. and 


reda ow Boſe or Boiſleduc, with its circumjacent forts, 
reis. 3. Breda, 
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Breda, Bergen-op-2oom, and Steenbergen, with 
their outworks and adjacent forts, do make toge- 
ther a far greater line, which either in peace or 
war will coſt abundantly more: and it is evident, 
that many of the honeſt Hollanders have been made 
to believe, that ſuch conqueſts have been very ad- 
vantageous, if not neceſſary. So that it ſeems to 
me that fuch a graft and- walls, which will laſt 
Holland and the ince of Utrecht for ever, and 
ſufficiently free the country from further charge, 
will be found exceeding more profitable for theſe 
two republicks, when it is effected. 

Laſtly, it may be objected, that it is here taken 
for granted, that the province, or at leaſt the city - 
of Utrecht, ought always to join with Holland; "—_— 5 
whereas it may happen, that that city may join Holland's 
with the enemy to ruin Holland. I acknowledge, inter: 
if the sky fall we ſhould catch ftore of larks, becauſe 4% B.. 
ill thoſe things are poſſible, but it would be a great f. 
wonder if all thoſe things ſhould happen: at leaſt vernmen!. 
it is not likely that the city of Utrech/ enjoying 2 
free government will ever make war againſt Hel- 
land, becauſe the intereſts of theſe two republicks 
are perpetually link*d together, and the province of 
Utrecht has of old been, and is at this day, the 
. moſt faithful ally to Holland, as lately appeared by 
their readily bringing in their quota agreed on for 
carrying on the laſt war againſt Exgland, as alſo 
in mortifying the ſtadtholderſhip. 

And beſides that great city hath of old found 4: &y 
the government of a ſingle perſon ſo uneaſy, that 2 iu. 
it hath always been of Hoek's faction, and endea- 1 % 97 
voured more than any other after a free govern- „ run the 
ment, being neither able nor willing to ſubmut /ane for- 
their necks to the biſhops, lords or ſtadtholders 42e with 
yoke. And it is obſervable, that for that very“ 
reaſon the inhabitants have gotten the name of 
mutineers, For thoſe that eat cherries in common 
0 4 wich 
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vith great ſpiritual or temporal lords or princes, 


muſt ſuffer them to chuſe the faireſt, and yet be 
pelted with the ſtones ; or if they oppoſe it, they 
will be forthwith excommunicated for hereticks, 
and puniſhed as ſeditious fellows. * 

Laſtly, the province is in itſelf very weak by 
its inland ſituation; and continues ſtill unfortified 
as well as Holland, by reaſon of the maxims of the 
lords ſtadtholders and captain- generals: fo that 


there is nothing more to be wiſh'd for by them, 


than their maintaining a free government, and 
erecting ſuch fortifications. And ſeeing experience 


and a well-knoyn political maxim teacheth us, 


eat city 


an Holland 
cr 


os 


That there is no ſtate in this world ſa ſecure, that 
has nothing left unſecure; J have already given fo 
many reaſons and inſtances to prove that the re- 
publick of Holland can ſubſiſt of itſelf againſt all 
its neighbours, and that, it is a hard matter to 
name any other ſtate in the world of which the like 
may be ſaid with more certainty : but if the reader 
bath any doubt remaining, I ſhall endeavour in the 
next chapter to clear if | 


CHAP. XV. 


That every great city in Holland, whether it 


be well or ill fortified, is able to defend it 
elf againſt all force from without, 


J Shall now endeayour to ſhew that each great 

city in Holland is able, no leſs than other re- 
publicks conſiſting of one city, to ſtand againſt all 
the potentates in the world. To which end this 
rule of politicians and engineers comes into my 
mind, that all great cities that can abide a ſiege 


of a whole ſeaſon, muſt be counted invincible; 
becauſe, tho? all things ſucceed well with the be- 
fiegers, they can in ng wiſe compenſate the chats 
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ges of the ſiege; and that that power and expence 
might with much more benefit and certainty be 
applied againſt cities which are not ſa ſtrong nor 


þ well fortified. | 


Beſides which, for the taking ſuch a city a very 3% 

eat force of men and money is required, which 3, 44 
is ſeldom found among monarchs, becauſe of their fand out a 
living ſo magnificently, and that the treaſurers of er 
kings and princes conſume all their revenues; and 


we ſeldom find ſuch republicks ſo fooliſh (unleſi 
they are ridden by ſome tyrant) to make ſuch de- 
trimental conqueſts. For an incredibly great army 
is neceflary to ſurround ſo great a city; and while 
one fide of it is attackꝰd with a great ſtrength, thoſe 

on the other ſide may make ſuch terrible ſallies, 
that the enemy ſhall not be able to keep any watch 
in the approaches or redoubts, ſo that thereby 
whale armies may be ruined. 


And laſtly, tho? all things ſucceed well with the & ab 


beſiegers, it is certain that ſcaling of walls cauſeth time the | 
great deſtruction among the aſſailants, becauſe the 7 ors 
belieged, with the great military power which they ,, the = | 


have in readineſs in the places of arms, or about, 
the breaches, as a reſerve, may eaſily beat back 
the aſſailants: therefore ſuch places are uſually ta- 
ken by famine; and ſeeing the beſiegers cannot 
without difficulty caſt up lines of circumvallation, 
or intrench a city, and yet with more difficulty 
intrench themſelves well in ſo great a compaſs of 
ground, as to be able to defend themſelves againſt 
a great and populous city, and to ſupply theit 
own army with all the neceſſaries requiſite for the 
ſamiſhing of the city: we therefore ſee for the 
moſt part, that thoſe obſtinate beſiegers do melt 
and conſume away, and their great armies come 
to nothing. And moreover the neighbouring po- 
tentates are commonly very jealous, hodie tibi, cras 
mibi, of ſuch formidable growing conquerors _ 
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that in time ſuccours happen to come from whence 
it is not look'd for, according to the proverb, 


Eich is time gained, much gained; and in truth, the life 
proved by of all men depends upon theſe political maxim: 
Sxamples.. that no man will ruin himſelf to undo another: ſo 


.that the contrary hereof is neither to be credited 
nor practiſed in the great cities of Holland, fo à 
to make them continue in a defenceleſs poſture. 
For beſides all the reaſons abovementioned, this 
political rule is eſtabliſhed by experience, that al 
great Cities that can hold out the ſiege of a whole 
ſeaſon, ought to be conſidered to be able to ſubſif 
for ever, ſeeing at this day many republicks, con. 
ſiſtißg of no more than one city, have maintained 
themſelves ſome hundreds of years againſt all their 
enemies, altho* many amongſt them are but mean. 
ly fortified, and others tho' —_ are but ſmall, 
And moreover among the ſai1 republicks, - con- 
_ - fiſting but of one city, there ate ſeveral republicks 
wherein there are neither great nor fortified cities, 
and yet by their own government, the jealouſy of 
their neighbours, and other circumſtances, or hu- 
man accidents, have ſtood very long, We an 
indeed ſtrong when we dare be our own maſters, 
and when the inhabitants begin to know the metal 
or ſtrength of a people that will fight for their 
freedom, and when the people of a republick un- 
derſtand aright the weakneſs and mutableneſs of 4 
monarchical war, and that the republicks do often- 
times ruin the great armies of monarchs by good 
fortifications and orders; or can quietly fir down, 
and be ſpectators of the great deſolations, and rui- 
nous revolutions which monarchs do continually 
ong themſelves by their field battels. 


cauſe am 
| Moreover, ſuppoſing the great cities of Holland 
were ſo improvident, as that during their free go- 
vernment they ſhould neglect the ſtrengthening 
themſelves with good fortifications, gates, wats 
1805 an 
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2099 
and grafts, but took care only to furniſh themſelyes 73” che 
{ufficiently with good arms for their inhabitants, great citie 
and to exerciſe them thoroughly, thoſe cities might % Ar- 
ſubliſt very well againſt all foreign power; and gb they 
according to the political maxim which refit fo- 
us, that all populous cities which can raiſe an army r- 
out of their own inhabitants, cannot be either be- 
ſeged or conquered z becauſe a diſperſed army 
without ſhelter, muſt needs give way to one within 
that is united and ſheltered by a city. Vis units 
fortior diſperſa, an united force is ſtronger than a 
ſcatter d one. i | paths | 

All that hath been. ſaid, whether of fortified or 4 au 
unfortified populous cities, that provide their inha- appears by 
bitants with arms ſufficient, and train them up in "7% 
the uſe of them, is ſtrengthened by experience: 
and we ſhall ſay, that lately, curing that great de- 
raſtation of countries and cities of the great and 
potent electors and princes of the empire, all the 
free imperial cities have very well ſecur'd them- | 
ſelves, as Francfort, Strasburg, Ulm, Nuremburg, Of thefres 
Breſlaw, Lubeck, Hamburg, Bremen, Cologn, Bc, —_ - 
againſt the emperor, Spain, France, &c. except Germa. 
poor innocent Sraelſond, which tho? really impreg- ny. 
nable, yet terrore pannico, dreading the imperial 
victorious arms, took in a Si gariſon for its 
defence, but in truth d from the ſmoak into 
the fire, and fo loſt her dear liberty. Thus have 
thoſe inconſiderable, or ſmall Switzer. republicks 
and cities, viz. Zurich, Bern, Bazil, Schaffbuiſen, The Can- 
Friburgh, Lucerne, Solothurn, St. Gal, &c. pre- tons of - 
ſerved themſelves ſome hundreds of years ſucceſ- N 
lively againſt Auſtria, Spain, France, Savoy, and 
1 0 yea, even little Geneva hath done the 


Thus that ſmall city of Ragouſe ſubſiſted very Rapout; 
well againſt the great Turk, Aris and Venice, © 
Which is not above 2000 paces in circumference, | 


B . S SSA E 


* e .-— T_T 3 373 SS = &ﬆx* 


Gare. —ͤ—A— 1 SD 


300 | Every great City is able Part ll 
| and in its greateſt proſperity could not be inhabited 
by more than ten thouſand fouls, men, women, 
Lacca. and children. Thus ſubſiſts little Lucca, which 
haath not above twenty - four thouſand ſouls in it; 
yet by its republican government, and good fort. 
fications, keeps its ground againſt the Pope and 
Genoa, and the duke of Tuſcauy, and the king of 
Spain as duke of Milan. 0 
It is not ſtrange to ſee ſuch incredible fruits of x 
free government : becauſe for a man to be his own 
maſter, and conſequently to feed, clothe, arm and 
defend his own body, which he always unfeigned- 
ly loves, and will provide for and defend to the 
utmoſt, is certainly an incomparable, if not an in- 
finite advantage above ſlavery, where a ſingle pet. 
fon hath the charge, takes care of or neglects other 
mens lives, healths, and ſafeties, according to hi 
on will and pleaſure. | 
The cities And if this be true, as it certainly appears to 
of Holland be, we ought in my judgment to, eſteem that not 
e oniy all our great cities of Holland which are fit 
thoſe fore- ated on havens and great rivers, are impregnable, 
#amed, yea not to be beſieged or approach'd to, if once 
| they can put themſelves into a ſtate of good de- 
fence, and convince their inhabitants, that their 
own ſtrength is ſufficient to repel all foreign force: 
But methinks it is alſo conſequently true, that all 
our great inland cities, as Harlem, Delft, Leyden, 
Alkmaer, &c. are ſufficiently able to defend them- 
ſelves againſt all force from without, under a free 
Vid. government, in caſe they negle& not to provide 
Strad.1.7. themſelves with all neceſſaries according to their 
Which the Ho * 5 | : 
Han And tho' it may be objected, that Harlem being 
talen in formerly beſieged a whole winter by the Spaniard, 
1573. H was yet taken at laſt. I anſwer, that Don Fredi. 
—_— ,z 7ico, who commanded there in chief, repented oft 
ot contra. Flat ever he began that ſiege; and he himſelf ys 
as vw | 
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for abandoning, it, and would ſo have done, had it 
not been for that obſtinate and impolitick duke of 
flva's fon, who wrote him contumelious and re- 
flecting letters about it, and thereby compelled him 
to continue that ſiege. And beſides it is notorious, 
that ſome ſuch imprudent ſieges, as that of Alkmaer, 

den and Zierickzee, did occaſion the breaking 
of the Spanio power, and the mutinies of the ſol- 
diers at that time, as it did afterwards to arch-duke 
Mert when he beſieged other cities. And more+ 
over, Haerlem at that time had not half the ſtrength 
and number of men as it has now; for being newly 
reyolced from its mighty prince the king of Spain, 
and the Romiſp religion at once, it muſt neceſſarily, 
by reaſon of that new government and religion, and 
eſpecially by treating the Spaniſb and Romiſh inha- 
bitants too hardly and reproachfully, have been at 
that time much divided and weakned, and not well 
able to bridle thoſe diſcontented inhabitants. And yet 
with that divided force, and their weak walls, they 
were able to keep off the army of their old ſovereign 
along time. So that this example of Harlem ſeems p,.,,c 
rather to ſtrengthen than weaken the ſaid maxim, our cities 
that all the great Holland cities continuing in a free baue great 
ſtate, that are able to form a well- armed and diſci- 3 
plined army out of their own inhabitants, are im- 2 | 
pregnable. And we lie in ſo cold a climate, that eberefore is 
it is impoſſible, . unleſs the enemy deſign to conſume tae mar- 
a whole army, to hold out a winter's ſiege, Be- ** #** 
lides, thoſe cities lie not above a league and a half er. 
from the ſea on low and plain lands, which for the | 
moſt part may be put under water in the winter: 
ſo that they have naturally and of themſelves great 
advantages, and beſides might eaſily be fortified 3 
and men to defend ſuch fortifications are eaſy to be 
found here from our own inhabitants, and thoſe of 
neighbouring countries. Theſe are natural advan- 
lages, which are not to be acquired anne. 
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but all other neceffaries depend on the provider 


| care of the rulers, who I conceive ought ever to be 


Fo that the 
rulers 
ought not 
to juffer 
2 | 
10 be built. 


are not commonly willing to come but when 


employed about that work during their free g 
vernment, without further loſs of Ae for ( 1 
tempo, non aſpetti tempo) he that has time, and doꝶ 
not improve it, ſhall never be wealthy. If here 
after a ſtadtholder or captain- general be abtrude 
upon them, and they would then poſſibly make it 
their buſineſs to fortify themſelves, they might haye 
cauſe to fear his difpleafure for it. 
For in the firſt place, the ſuburbs of cities it 
times of peace having all the privileges af cities, 
and paying no taxes, are fike wens in the bady, 
which attract much nouriſhment, and are ver 
troubleſome, and yet good for nothing; and on the 
other hand, the ſame ſuburbs in time of war do 
not defend the city from the enemy, but are com 
monly the occafion of their being loſt, and fo my 
be likened to cancers, which cannot be cut or burnt 
off but with the hazard of a man's life, a great 
charge, loſs and pain, to which extremities peopk 
to0 


late; ſo that one may truly fay, that that maxim 
can never be ſufficiently commended, that the m. 

lers of free cities ſhould prevent all out-building, 
or ſuburbs, under what pretext ſoever. | 


Ard to 
v_ 
cant places 

thi the 
city, 


And conſequently the ſecond' thing to be take 
care of by rulers, is in time to enlarge their reſpec 
tive cities according to the increaſe of their inhadt 
tants, or traffick, and continually to have many 
void places to ſet out for buildings within thei 
walls, as for all publick known uſes and accommo- 
dations, ſo for other unexpected occaſions, whe: 
ther in peace or war, and efpecially againſt a fieg? 
to ſecure and harbour the country ns pet or 
cattle, fodder, corn and firing; which fort of peo 


ple during a fiege, can dig, and undergo rain, wind, 
cold and heat, and fo may be fingularly "uſt 
2 5 W 
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while they have left the land round about them 73: 
naked to the enemy; who otherwiſe would, by the n:ce/ary 
aſſiſtance of themſelves and their proviſions, be en- both in 
abled to continue the ſiege longer, and to ſtarve n, 24 
the city. And moreover 


by this method, if a city © 
in time of war be. well fortified, many inhabitanes 
of the weaker neighbouring cities may there have' 
protection, and many of them will afterwards ſettle 
there in time of peace, when by their loſſes” they 
have learned the great advantages which in times of 
war, and the great conveniences and pleaſure which 
in times of peace the inhabitants of great and ſt 
cities do enjoy, above thoſe ſmall and weak ones. 
Rents would likewiſe be always kept low by re- 
ſerving of ground in cities, to the exceeding benefit 
of them in times of mmm. ſeeing thereby traffic 
and trades might be followed at a cheaper rate, and 
the inhabitants might dwell in healthful, conveni- 
ent, and pleaſant houſes. 1 
The third care of rulers ought to be to ſurround 73 i 
their cities with good walls and flankings, and pro- rates 
ride great gates, and convenient watch- houſes ; and 55” 
alſo that each gate have a fit place to draw up 2 
ſoldiery in: and in the middle or heart of the city, <ve/l, 
near the town-hall, (whence all the vigour and 
ſtrength muſt be diſperſed over the whole body of 
the city) there ought to be placed the great guard, 
and place of aſſembly, with ſufficient ground to 
draw up ſome thouſands of men in order to lead 
them out thence, where they ſhall be moſt uſeful, 
whether againſt inſurrections within, or aſſaults 
"_ Ry a | | * 
he fourth care of fulers ought to be, to bui 1 
houſes for arms, and in time to provide them with giti 
all forts of offenſive and defenſive weapons. It is neceſarier 
probable that every great city would require 50 an 
pieces of ordnance, and arms for ten — deer * 
bovels, ſpades, waggons, ſpars and deals, _ » 
ſu 
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304 Every great City is able Part Il. 
ſuch daſes alſo neceſſary; as are likewiſe publick 
buildings for proviſions, corn and fewel. This 
being once done, it might be maintained with very 
ſmall charge. But proviſions are periſhable wares; 
corn is preſerved with great charge; turf may al. 
ways be had in a ſhort time out of the country, ſo 
that in time of peace barns ſeem to be ſufficient, 
which may be let out to the inhabitants at a ſmall 
rent, who oft-times would 3 fill them with 
corn, ſeeing the traffick of Holland, and ſmall or 
low intereſt, added to the free hire of garrets, might 
poſſibly cauſe many that live on their rents; when 
the prices of corn are low, to lay out their money 
upon it, in hopes of profit by raiſing of its price; 

I ,he fifth care of rulers ought to be, thoroughly 
Aud con- to exerciſe their wealthy inhabitants in arms, for 
flantiy to thoſe you have always at hand in time of need; and 
= _ the rich citizens will ſerve faithfully without pay to 
citizen; in defend the lawful government and their dear-bought 
erm. liberty, and will ſteadfully endeavour the prefer. 

vation of other mens goods from all yiolence, whe- 
ther domeſtick or foreign. The poor inhabitants 
ought in time of war to be taken into pay, tho! it 
be but ſmall, thereby to prevent their inclination of 
making mutinies or uproars, and they ſhould be 
commanded by none bur rich and truſty citizens, 

Lash to The ſixth and laſt care of the magiſtrates of cities 

have in qught to be, to have ſome money, tho' not much 

fore 2 beforehand. And ſince ſome may wonder, con- 
mach mo. ſidering that in the general opinion of men, money 
ny. is the ſinews of war, that I put it in the laſt place, 
and beſides that I preſume to adviſe the keeping 

only ſome money in caſh : 1 ſhall therefore add, 

that the maxim, that money is the ſinews of war, i 

never true, but where all means of defence and of- 
fence is provided. For every one knows, that 
toothleſs and unarmed gold cannot be defended but 

by ſharp iron: and that great and unarmed — 

12 ares 
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Chap. 15. to reſiſt all Foreign Power, 309 
ſures, or cheſts of money, entice mutineers within, 
and all enemies from without, to plunder. At leaſt 
that maxim hath ſeldom any place but to make 
field-armies ſtand to it in ſieges, or to cauſe men to 
keep their ſtation at advantageous paſſes, and there- 
by to outſtand or famiſſi an enemy, and when the Becanſ- 
enemy gives way, to attack them. But in cities £7 
that maxim holds not, unleſs they have already . 
provided themſelves with that for which men ga- wo few fe 
thered or laid up money. And ſeeing in govern- 4 long 
ments where ſo few are rulers, as in the cities of 3 | 
Holland, money is ſo oft meaſured and ſtriked, and 75 owes 
ſo much of it ſticks to the meaſure and ſtriker as ftions, and 
the rulers pleaſe; ſo that good regents and patriots 27 be ſab- 
muſt take ſpecial care, that the money be imme. %%% fu. 
diately imployed about things neceſſary to the du- _—_— 
rable welfare, eaſe and ornament, of the city, before 4d ua 
it be expended through alteration of the govern- „e 
ment by indigent rulers, and haters of the liberty z, 27 
of our native country, to our ruin in building ty- ended. 
rannical caſtles, or by letting it drop through their 
fingers into the blew- bag. N 
And when men have gotten all theſe neceſſaries, Aud being 
its then time to gather a ſtock of money. For in provided 
times of adverſity, when things run croſs, and un- “ all 
expected accidents happen, money is very neceſſary — 
to procure all that was neglected or eſteemed uſeleſs ugh lay 
in time of peace. But for great treaſures, the cities c 4. oc 
of Holland ſhould not aim at them, for theſe would — - 
cauſe great impoſts and heavy taxes, which would ee 
make the rulers of a rich mercantile city, conſiſting 
of a ſmall number of people, ſo hateful, that by 
ſuch impoſitions, when neceſſity requires not, they 
would be lookt on by the ſubject as plunderers of 
the commonalty, and run the riſque of being kickt 
out of the government. The people would eaſily 
think, that they had reaſon to believe, that if the 
lers ſought only the welfare of the ſubject, and 

X 2 ccordingly 
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accordingly depended on their defence, and to that 
end gathered of their own inhabitants the money 
thereunto neceſſary, that they could then alſo ſubſiſt 
with ſuch ſmall impoſts as other republicks do. 
And the rulers ought to know, that many repub- 
licks have ſubſiſted a long time againſt very potent 
neighbours without any impoſts; and ſome with 
very few, but none in the world by ſuch vaſt ones 
as are levied in the cities of Holland. So that it 
will be a miracle from heaven if it be long borne by 
Cities that cannot live upon their own fund, or 
country, or unalterable ſituation, but where all the 
inhabitants muſt ſubſiſt and live upon fickle traffick, 
and the uncertain conſumption of manufactures and 
fiſhing. 

Linh won. Laſtly we may add what has been ſaid already, 
cern need- that the rulers of the great Holland cities ought to 
* Fl forgood provide themſelves with good allies of ſome of the 
alliance, neighbouring cities and lands, who are moſt con- 
| cern'd in their ſafety. But when all things are 6 
well provided, ſuch cities are uſually helped without 
previous alliances or mutual obligations; but when 
unprovided, there is nothing for all their. care and 
charge to be gotten but good words under hand and 
ſeal, which are all but feeble things, and are con- 
ſtrued according to the ſenſe of the ſtrongeſt, or of 
him that hath no need of aſſiſtance. So that ſuch 
alliances before neceſſity requires, need not be too 
anxiouſly ſought after, eſpecially with the advance Bil 
of much money. Moreover it is well known hon Wt 
ſtrictly and well bound all the United Province: Wh 
are by the union of Utrecht, and all the Hollaw WF 

cities by the provincial government. 
For ja - And if the worſt ſhoutd happen, yet neverthe- 
huſfy will Jeſs all the great Holland inland cities by their vici 
occafion nity, and communication with the North ſea, might 
al expect from thence in their extremity ſome {uc- 


cours; and if the beſieged behaved W 
| thin 
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thing well, one or other of the cities of Holland 
lying at a ſea port, will be inclined to help them, 
were it but for enjoying the benefit of the conſump- 
tion or tranſportation of their commodities, which 
they either ſupply them with or receive of them. - 
But when all is well conſidered, it is moſt adviſable 
for all rulers to provide themſelves ſo well of 
all neceſſaries, as if none in the world would or 
were able to help them but themſelves, which is a 
thing feaſible enougb, as hath appeared by what I 
have already laid down. IVE: 
And therefore I hope by what is before alledg'd, Ye concls- 
it is evident, that every great city of Holland, no. ſm of this. + 
leſs than other republicks conſiſting but of one city, 5 
; at every 
may very well defend it ſelf again all the poten- rat ivy 
tates of the world; fo that it is at laſt made evident can ah 
that this republick, or all the gentry and cities of 9 *//- 
Holland and Weſt-Friefland conjoined, may very 
well be able to defend themſelves againſt all foreign © 
power whatſoever : which is the thing I had under- 
taken to prove. 
Thus having in the firſt part obſerved the inte- 
reſt and maxims of Holland in relation to its inha- 
bitants within the country; and in the ſecond part 
duly conſidered Holland's intereſt as to all foreign 
powers, I ſhall now end this fecond part, lay ing 73a: f- 
before the reader a ſhort view of all that has been rics, na- 
ſaid at once, and ſhew him the inferences and con- INS 
cluſions which every one ought to make from the 2 05 
ſame; viz. That in the firſt place, and before all . 
other matters, fiſheries, manufactures, traffick and 4 be in- 
navigation ought to be induſged and favoured. g. 
And Secondly, That to that end, the freedom of Tolerarion 
all religions for all people is very neceſſary, viz. in religion 
ſuch freedom whereby all the rulers ſhould be of Ay. 1-4 
the publick reformed religion, who are bound to * 
defend and favour the ſame by all lawful means; 
yet ſo that the other religions may not be perſe- 
| R 2 cuted 
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cuted by placaet, but publickly tolerated or fa- 
voured, and defended againſt all the violence of the 
rabble. 

Liberty for Thirdly, That neceſſary freedom be given to all 
Branger:, ſtrangers to dwell in Holland. 
And all Fourtbly, That it is neceſſary that every inha- 
handicraft bitant of Holland have the liberty to follow and ex- 
_— a 123 erciſe merchandize, their own occupation, and me- 
„ chanick trades, without the controul of any other 
| inhabitants. 

Freedom Fifthly, It is above all things neceſſary, that the 

from in- rulers be prudently wary and cautious, how they 

* *c. lay impoſts upon conſumption, and eſpecially that 
they de circumſpect in charging of merchandize, 

or levying any convoy- money upon ſhips or goods 
imported or exported, without distinction, a as allo 
in charging of ſhips let to freight. 
Impartial 'Sjxthly, That the juſtice of Holland be accommo- 
Jufice. dated or framed, not to the benefit of the officers 
of juſtice, but of the inhabitants, as alſo. e merce- 
ture bono, more to the intereſt of the merchant, 

. Seventbly, Here is alſo ſhewn that which is ne- 
ceſſary for all ſorts of governments, and eſpecially 
for republicks, which cannot ſubſiſt without con- 
tinual attracting or alluring in of freſh inhabitants, 

and to keep them employed about manufactures, 
fiſheries, traffick and ſhipping; above all, it is ab- 
Colonies, ſolutely neceflary in Holland, to make new colonies 

In foreign parts, that from time to time they may 

diſcharge their ſupernumerary, poor, ſtraitned, and 

diſcontented inhabitants with honour, convenience 
and pfofit, ee alſo they may encreaſe com- 

OT 

To keep the And foraſmuchi as in * ſecond part we have 
fea unin- handled Holland's juſt aud true maxims relating to 
"JR. foreign powers; it is in the firſt place clear, that 

the narrow ſeas ought to be kept intirely free from 


« Pirates, and that merchants n in the Spaniſh and 
midland 


Chap. 15. of the Second Part. 


midland ſeas be | continually defended, and freed 

by ſhips of war from Turki/þ piracies. As allo 
that peace ſhould by all means be ſought with all 25 puri 
people: but yet that Holland muſt not ſeek its pre- peace. 
ſervation from alliances ; for this is the ſheet- anchor 

of the weakeſt republicks and potentates, whereas 

Holland ſubſiſts not by the jealouſy of its neighbours, Au bat 
but by its own ſtrength. And therefore not only Holland b 
the other provinces and the generality, but eſſ 2 : 
cially all the frontiers of Holland ought to be = yore = 
tified and provided with all things neceſſary againſt ayzear'd to 
any foreign attack or ſurprize. And above all, be necef 
thoſe great and ſtrong cities of Holland ought to be % an 
put into a poſture to hold out a year's ſiege ; be- 
cauſe then they, will be held impregnable, or at 

leaſt ſtronger than many republicks of ſingle inland- 

cities, ſituated in a hilly mountainous country, and 

therefore cannot be ſo well fortified, As for ex- 

ample, all the free imperial cities of Germany, the 

Cantons, Geneva, Ragouſa, Lucca; yea even thoſe But been 
cities that are under princes, as Parma, Mantua, nanifV 
Madena, which muſt be ſomewhat the weaker by 2 "47 . 
reaſon of their own. princes, for one ſword keeps z, * | 
another in the ſcabbard; and in this ſenſe it is true, 
that two curſt dogs don't bite one another, but the 

good natur'd toothleſs ones are always bitten by 

the curſt curs. 01 . 1 


The End of the 8 econd Part. 
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The TRUE INTEREST, and 
PoLITICAL MaxIMs of 
the Republick of Holland 
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Wherein enquiry is made in what the interef 
of the free rulers of Holland, as te all the 
particulars by 'which | the people may live 


happily, conſiſts. 


AVING hitherto ſhewn, that the welfare 
of the inhabitants of Holland is grounded 
upon the preſervation and improvement 
of fiſheries, manufactures, traffick and ſhipping, 
and that the ſame cannot be acquired nor kept but 
by liberty, or to ſpeak plainer, a toleratioa of all re- 
ligions, tho? differing from the reformed, and by a 
free burgher-right for all ſtrangers that will cohabit 
with us, with licence to follow all their trades and 
occupations whatever without trouble or moleſtation 
from their fellow inhabitants, in reſpect of any ſo- 
cieties, companies, halls, guilds, or corporations: 
and by ſuch moderation about convoy-moneys and 
tolls, that no ſhips or goods coming in, or going 
out, may be charged with, oreaſed and freed from 
all taxes, otherwiſe than as it may be ſubſervient to 
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and navigation, Moreover, having ſhewn that all 
the things before-mentioned are not ſufficient to 
preſerve and keep up the ſaid fiſheries, manufac- 


tures, traffick and navigation, unleſs the courts of 


juſtice, and laws be conſtituted and executed more 
than hitherto in favour of the inhabitants, and of 
traffick. And laſtly that in foreign countries, co- 
lonies of Hollanders ought to be eſtabliſhed and 
protected. | 

And in the ſecond book having likewiſe 
ſhewn how neceſſary it is that the ſea be cleared 
of all free-booters and pirates, and that peace be 
ſought with all men. And moreover, having 
ſhewed that Holland is to beware of entring into 
any prejudicial alliances with its neighbours and 


potentates, but rather to ſtrengthen their own fron... 


tiers, and inland cities, and exerciſe their inhabi- 
tants well in arms, and to keep the ſword in their 
own hands, againſt all domeſtick and foreign 
power, which would be as great a ſtrengthening 
and ſecurity to them, yea and more than any other 


country. Therefore I judge it now uſeful, deli- 23, ue. 
of raifing 


berately to examine whether a land having ſuch in- 


311 


tereſts, ought to be governed by a republican or er ruining 


monarchical form of government: for it is certain © 
in the ma- 


that all publick power to improve, or impair the ,;, 
intereſt of a land, and to preſerve and enlarge, or La. 


diminiſh and ruin a ſtate, muſt be, and is in the 
hands of the lawful rulers of a country, whether 
they be monarchs, princes, ſtateſmen, or the com- 
mon burgers. | 
And tho? I have in many places of the two firſt 
parts of this treatiſe ſeemed to have ſaid enough, 
that Holland and its inhabitants ought to be go- 
verned by a free republican governinent yet __ 
it was done but curſorily, and as aliud agendo, 
that on a government that is well or ill conſtituted, 
according to the * of the people, depends all 
4 


their 


- gheir own 
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their proſperity or adverſity: it ſeems to me that in 
the third part of this treatiſe my beſt endeavoum 
ſhould be employed to enquire what kind of rulers 
would be moſt profited by the welfare of the fiſheries, 
| manufactures, traffick, and navigation, and all 
As alſo their conſequences, or be moſt injured by the de- 
8 cay or weakning of them. For ſeeing it is true 
generally ſpeaking, that all rulers whether high or 
beneft low are alike in this, that in ſeeking their own pro- 
more than fit, they donot aim at the benefit of the — to 
uorber' s. their own loſs, but on the contrary (as no man 
halts of another man's ſore) will out of the com- 
mon misfortune. ſeek their own advantage; it is 
therefore evident, that of the two propoſed govern- 
ments, that will be beſt for Holland in which the 
well or ill being of the rulers depends upon, or is 
Join'd with the well or ill being of the fiſhing, ma- 
nufactures, traffick and navigation, and with all 
the neceſſary conſequences or dependences of the 

ſame, | Ne 
And bn And tho? ſeveral kinds of government might 
| that foun- here come into conſideration, yet, I conceive, that 
— of the land of our nativity is the fitteſt, and agrees 
a. beſt with my brief undertaking, to guide my 
thoughts upon the government which is now there 
in being, and upon that which we lately had, and 


8 by many is deſired again. And to that end, I con- 


publick and ceive it needful to expreſs what we ought to under- 


emonarchy ſtand by the words republick and republican go- 
really are. vernors, or monarchy and monarchical rulers, 

By the word republick and republican rulers, 1 

mean, not only ſuch a ſtate wherein a certain ſove- 

reign aſſembly hath the right and authority for 

coming to all reſolutions, making of orders and 

laws; or to break them, as alſo of requiring or 

prohibiting obedience to them: But I underſtand 

thereby ſuch a ſtate wherein an aſſembly, tho? poſ- 

ſibly without any right, yet hath the power 2 
Map As 1020 — 
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Chap. 1. What is properly a Republic. 313 
cauſe all their reſolutions, orders, and laws to be Not where 
obeyed and put in execution. And again, by the e 
word monarchy and monarchical rulers, not only”, _ of 
ſuch a ſtate wherein one ſingle perſon hath all right'z.- — 
and power for the taking, making, or revoking where the 
all reſolutions, orders, and laws, and to cauſe obe- f and 
dience to be given to them, or to hinder the obſery- bv 
ing of them: but I mean, thereby ſuch a ſtate cubere the 
wherein one only perſon, tho* without right, yet power 
hath the power to cauſe obedience to be given to 2% there- 
all his orders, reſolutions, and laws, or to ſuf} nd . * 
or hinder all orders, reſolutions, and laws of the 
true and lawful higheſt aſſembly, that they be not 
executed, and this according to his own pleaſure, ' 

For tho? it be true, that the republican form of 
government is ſo acceptable to the merchants, and 
all wiſe and vertuous men, that many will object, 
that the bare name, ſhadow, and appearance of 
freedom hath been able to encourage the traffick and 
navigation of Holland; yet to me it ſeems to be no — 
leſs true, that we ought to expect many more good 
fruits from the thing it ſelf, than from the appea- 
rance of it: and beſides, it cannot be denied, but 
that the name and the ſhadow muſt, and ſhall al- 
ways give way to, and yaniſh before the power, The right 
effect, and thing it ſelf, So that he that will nar- 24 me . 
rowly enquire into the good or bad fruits which are wy * 
to be expected of ſuch or ſuch a kind of govern- grees, be- 
ment, would do very ill if he ſhould not let his /ire the 
thoughts and obſervations, in this particular, run 29%” and 
more on the power. which can operate without _ 
night, than upon right which without power is in- 
lignificant, and when violence or force comes, muſt 
aways ceaſe, 

And that this may more clearly appear, the 
reader may pleaſe to conſider, that by the word 
[lawful government] is meant, and muſt be meant, 
the right of compelling. obedience to that govern- 

ment ; 


314 N bat is properly a Republict, Part Ill. 
Which is ment; and that this is grounded upon ancient 
—_— poſſeſſion, or upon laws, cuſtoms or oaths, o 
ap „upon all together, which are of themſelves weak, 

'® unleſs they be back*d by perſons authorized, that 
are willing and ready at the command of the 
lawful rulers to puniſh ſuch rebellious or perjured 
ſubjects. Whereas on the other ſide, a greater 0 

| ſtronger adherence of people to a governor, ot 
ſome leading men, and without the leaſt right, 
may have fo great a power, that they ſhall deſtroy 
all good orders and cuſtoms ; and ſuch are wont 
to caſt all the ancient and virtuous lawful ruler 
out of their right and poſſeſſion. 
Of what Which adherence of the people I ſhall conſider 
importance more at large, becauſe thereby the being and pon. 
-— = er of all government is either made or broken. 
5 ſhall firſt conſider and fix upon an unarmed tate, 
wherein the power of governing uſed to reſide in 
thoſe who can force obedience from the greater 
number, and eſpecially of the meaneſt people. 
For in ſuch a ans man 1s not only a perſon to 
be accounted as good as -another, but then beſides 
the poor, the ignorant, and the worſt people will 
be always ſooner ready to help to oppreſs lawiil 
rulers than the other few rich, prudent, and vir- 
tuous inhabitants to defend them againſt tha 
violence, | 
Or that of And as to an armed ſtate, it is held by all men 
the fol- of underſtanding for an infallible maxim, that he 
eg. that is maſter of the ſoldiery is, is conſequently 
maſter of all thoſe places where they lie in gar 
ſon ; and he that is maſter of thoſe places ol 
ſtrength, and of the ſoldiery, is likewiſe maſter of 
the ſtate, or may make himſelf ſo when he pleaſes. 
For the ſoldiers have always their officers, whole 
commands they are daily accuſtomed to receive 
and obey, or elſe are ſeverely puniſhed for thel! 
diſobedience. And ſeeing for their diſobedience, 
ü or 
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or crimes againſt the polity of a le, they are 

not wont to be puniſhed at all, or — Nackly, 

even when the illegal and wicked attempts of the 

captain generals miſcarry, as alſo becauſe they 

have nothing to loſe 3 and laſtly, ſeeing they have 

thereby alſo much more advantage in tumults and 

wars, than they can hope to gain in times of reſt 

and peace z therefore he that can get to be their 

chief head and maſter, tho* by the greateſt injuſ- 

tice of the world, may ſuddenly ſet on foot all 

manner of undutiful 3 and undertakings gz, lis, 

zainſt the lawful and unarmed rulers, and fall a; «well as 
them in hoſtile manner before they have #h- people, 

ime ſo to fortify their cities, and exerciſe the 9 7 5s 

burghers and boors in arms, as to drive away the',,, "@,. 

ſeditious ſoldiery from their gates and walls. diery 

And if the ſaid · maxim, that he that is maſter 

of the places of ſtrength and ſoldiery, is alſo maſ- 

ter, or may make himſelf fo, of the ſtate, be in- 

fallibly true; then it is a more material truth, — 4 

that he who, beſides the command of the ſoldiery, % 5 

poſſeſſeth the favour of moſt of the inhabitants, ſldiery, 

or the rude rabble, can make himſelf maſter of and at the 

the ſtate, when he aſſembles the ſaid ſoldiery for ah 

that end, So that if any one may do this by bz bi fide, 

deputed power, we muſt conſider him, tho? a ſer- 

vant or miniſter to the ſtate, as having in all re- 

ſpects the power of the republick in his hands; 

and therefore the thing itſelf being duly confidered, Becauſe the 

he is already ſovereign monarch of that ſtate, and frength of 

1s ſo to be underſtood, that the name and the right „, . 

of that free republican government will likewiſe 4, cf cb 

ſoon vaniſh, and conſequently after that, not any parties. 

of the fruits of the free government, or any thing 

like it ought to be expected. But on the contrary, 

all that uſeth to proceed from a monarchical go- 

vernment, muſt be ſuppoſed. to happen; and 


therefore 
Nulla fides pietaſqy viris qui caſtra ſequuntur. 


— 
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therefore ſuch a government ought no more to he 
called a republick, but a monarchy in practiq 
| anda act: | 
See Aitz2 And the more, whilſt the governors of a coun. 
—— try, where there is ſuch a commander in chief, 
were fais during that colour or appearance of a free govern. 
te demean ment, muſt always have an eye upon him, and in 
themſelves all weighty matters, ſycophant like, repair to his 
ning profound wiſdom, and take ſpecial care that they 
Ve Henn. oppoſe it not, unleſs that miſerable and humble 
ſuppliant means immediately to be depoſed, if no 
worſe handled by the rulers in power ; wherein 
Which we Rome may and ought to ſerve us for an exam. 
2 clearly ple: for if Rome, which was provided with ſo 
4 many hundred counſellors of ſtate ad vitam, and 
republics, ſo many hundred thouſand ſprightly citizens that 
loved their liberty, was not able to preſerve her 
freedom againſt the tyranny of one ſuch head, it 
is then impoſlible for others to do it in the like 
caſe. | | | 
i, Eſpecially when it is conſidered, that that high- 
could not. ſpirited republick having always had ſeveral war. 
preſerveits like general officers, who did ever mutually envy 
freedom one another, and therefore were too weak to mal- 
ander ſe- . . 
vera ter the republick ; yet was it fain at laſt to boy 
heads of the neck under them, and ſerve them after a la 
the fel. viſh manner, as ſoon as one of thoſe principal offi 
Gy. cers became too ſtrong for all the reſt, or that 
three of them conſpired together, and divided the 
republick amongſt them. So that a republick, 
where one ſingle perſon or head poſſeſſeth the ge- 
neral favour of the rabble and ſoldiery, according 
to the ſaid maxim of ſtate, may be accounted to 


have loſt its univerſal freedom, or ſhall certainly 
loſe it. 


And 


Libertas inquit populi quem regna coercent. 
Libertate perit cujus ſervaveris umbram, 


Si quicquid jubeare velis. Lacan. 
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be And this infallible maxim will of all countries De c. 
ce be found trueſt in Holland, when the ſaid repub- 297 e. 


om 18 © 


lick ſhall maintain a conſiderable army of foreign Holland 
ſoldiers in conſtant pay, that are born and educa- can /ub- 
ted in monarchical countries, ſuch as France and /# under a 
England, &c. and put them into impregnable Je, 
cities, and ſtrong-holds, which ſurround the repub- .,” 


ick of Holland: and on the other ſide, Holland — Wa 
7 Wconſiſting of cities wholly unfortified, and gover ?- 

le Nied by a very few ariſtocratical rulers, and moſtly -_ 

t inhabited by a people fo ill informed in the 


grounds of their own welfare, and in the lawful 
government of the country, that they will expect 

much more proſperity under ſuch a potent head, 

than from a free republick ; and beſides, will con- 

ceive, that they owe more obedience to the maſter 

of the ſoldiery, and ſtrong-holds, than to the 

aid ariſtocratical rulers; in ſuch. a condition we 

ſhall find, that where force comes, right ceaſeth; 

and that a government cannot be ſafe withour the 

poſſeſſion of the ſword. | er 

According to the known truth and maxim of Seeing che 
politicians, the ſword of war in the hand of a —_ 4 
aptain - general is always ſharper,” and reacheth 
arther than the ſwotdfrof juſtice in the hands of jice can 
political or civil rulers und judges. This might never pre. 
be confirmed by numerous examples which I ſhall / ve Lei 
not mention, becauſe they are pertinently related ,.;, 
in that unanſwerable deduction of the ſtates of /e fel. 
Holland, and likewiſe in the politigal ballance of den. 

V. H. where it is ſhewn that all republicks, which 

have had a military or political head, have not 

long preſerv'd their liberty, eſpecially when the 

on of ſuch a head ſhall come to be veſted in the 

lame office and dignity. And now to the matter 

in hand; the reader is in the firſt place carneſtly- 

| dieͤeſired 


Inter arma ſilent leges. Parum tuta eſt fine viribus ma- 
ellas. Liv. 
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Sies the ſe- deſired maturely to conſider, whether the auth 
cend parts. of the ſaid political ballance has not abundanty 
01. 5 10. ſnewn, that a republican government in all coup. 
tries of the world, and eſpecially in Holland, 
would be much more advantageous to the people 

than a government by a ſingle perſon. 
: Secondly, It is very well worth obſervation, that 
2 in republicks the rulers, magiſtrates, and other 
Pun c. publick miniſters, have very little reward and fi. 
depend upon lary for their ſervice, who while they are in the 
baving condition of citizens, neither may nor can enrich 
Freerutrs. themſelves with the revenues of the land, and there 
fore are neceſſitated by others ways than that d 
magiſtracy, and publick imployments, to main. 
tain themſelves and their families, as by merchan. 
dizing, Sc. Thus it is ſtill, or was lately in the 
republicks of Venice, Genoa, Ragouſa, Lutu, 
Milan, Florence, &c. At leaſt it is well known 
that in Holland very many rulers and magiſtrats 
maintain themſelves by the fiſheries, manufacture, 

traffick and navigation. 

Or if ſome of the rulers and ſervants of the re- 
publick of Holland do poſſeſs ſuch eſtates as to be 
able to live at eaſe on their lands and revenues, yet 
it is evident that the reformed religion, permitting 
no cloiſters or ſpiritual revenues, and the publick 
worſhip being performed by miniſters for a ver 
ſmall reward or ſalary, and by the elders and der 
cons gratis, there is no relief to be had thence for 

Becauſe diſtreſſed, impoveriſhed relations and families. & 

thegovern- that many rulers being ſenſible, that according i 

ment and the proverb, many ſwine cauſe but thin waſh ; ei 

a ther they themſelves, or at leaſt their poſterity in 
hr zere. the third or fourth generation, muſt in this natu- 

rally poor, tho? for merchandize well firuated 
country, riſe again by traffick. And hence it 
that all che rulers in Holland are derived of parents 
that have lived by the fiſheries, — 
c 
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raffick or navigation, and ſo their children after 739 9? 
dem; and that the faid rulers do ſtill daily to , , 
maintain their families find it proper to marry ,;,, 
their children to rich merchants, or their children. merchax- 
So that ſuch rulers, whether conſidered in them- dizing, or 
ſelves by their conſanguinity or affinity, are in all marry them 
reſpects intereſted in the welfare or illfare of the 2 
ſſheries, manufactures, traffick and navigation of dr. 
this country. | Lal 

Which is the more credible in the cities of Hol- 
and, becauſe the common- council, and the magi- 
ſtrates conſiſt but of a few perſons thereto elected 
in ſuch a manner, that the government, and thoſe 
particular imployments being fixed to no particu- 
lar families, thoſe who by accident come to get the 
greateſt authority or adminiſtration, do uſe, out of 
natural Jove, ambition and jealouſy, to advance 
their own friends, and to exclude the friends of 
the deceaſed rulers and magiſtrates,, moſt of them 
having already had their turn in the government 
and magiſtracy : ſo that from time to time new 
families come into the government, and the ma- 
giſtracies of cities, which yield for the moſt part 
but little profit, and that only during ſome yearly 
magiſtracy or commiſſion, fall vacant ſo ſeldom, 
that all thoſe new families cannot be provided for, 
much leſs maintained by them. Wherefore it is 
and will be neceſſary, ſo long as the government is 
not tied or intailed to any particular family, that 
many of the relations of the rulers in the cities of 
Holland muſt live by merchandizing. 

And accordingly we muſt believe, that the ſaid 
rulers and magiſtrates, under a free government, 
whether in their own cities, or at the aſſemblies of 
Holland, will, by their counſels and reſolutions, 
endeavour to preſerve and increaſe the fame means 
of ſubſiſtence for the country in general; unlels ic 
could be proved, that the republican form of go- 

; vernment, 
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Whatever vernment, and by its neceſſary conſequences, (viz, 


- dren liberty of conſcience, freedom of burgerſhip, and 


222 panies, halls and guilds, which defraud other in. 


try, will habitants of that way of living; likewiſe moderz. 
rr profita- ting, or taking away of convoys and tolls, order. 
pf of lle ing and directing juſtice to the benefit of the com. 
mon inhabitants, and merchandizing, by colonies, 
by their keeping the ſeas open and free from pri. 
vateers 3 by peace, fortified cities, and arming the 
inhabitants) unleſs I ſay it could be proved that 
the inhabitants are more endamaged by theſe, or 
put into a better condition by uſing compulſion in 
matters of religion, by ſecluding from burgher- 
right, by monopolies, ſocieties, or companies of 
merchants, by patents, halls and guilds, unreaſo- 
nable high convoy-money, and tolls, corrupt ju- 
ſtice, ſea robberies and wars for want of colonies, 
and by weak cities and unarmed inhabitants. 80 
that I find myſelf bound to enquire a little more 
ſtrictly into all the parts thereof, and yet with all 

the brevity I can. © TIT e 
Freedom of As to the adminiſtration or ſervice of the church, 
religion not by the preacher, elder and deacon in Holland; it 
__ '2 muſt be confeſſed that thoſe-ſervices there are of ſo 
ſreerulers. jittle profit and credit, that the rulers and magj- 
ſtrates, or their friends, are very ſeldom inclined 
to perform thoſe functions: ſo that the freedom 
and toleration of the aſſemblies of different worſhip 
in Holland, cannot be expected (from ſuch a ſu- 
Preme head) by rulers or magiſtrates, becauſe the 
diſſenters, under pretence of aſſembling for the 
ſervice of God, would endeavour to make inſur- 
rections, and thereby depoſe the rulers to domineet 
over the ſtate, and the eſtabliſhed religion. A- 
gainſt which it may be ſaid, that the honeſt dif 
ſenting inhabitants, who fare well in this country, 


or poſſeſs any conſiderable eſtates, ought not to be 
1 preſumed 


from monopolies, laying aſide all trafficking com. 
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pteſumed to fall. into ſuch ſeditious thoughts, ſo Sig i- 
deſtruct ive to theraſelves, and the country, Jo long 7% not 


the contrary will be ohliged by ſuch liberty, eaſy hinder tu- 
and moderate government, to ſnew their gratitude z. 
to ſo good a magiſtracy. Wherefore the rafcally V Thuan. 
people, ↄr thoſe of mean eſtates, and, ambitious a 4 
and ſeditious inhabitants, would be deprived of all Regem. 
adherents, whom other wiſe under the cloak of re- 
ligion they might the more eaſily gain to carry on 
their ill deſigns. 1 am ns legioaing | 
And moreover, it is well known, to all prudent 23. heads 
men, that ſuch perſons as ſeek after ſovereignty, / the /edi- 
do uſually favour: ſeditious preachers, and zealous e make 
devotees," that by the help'of thoſe tumultuous, ſpi- oe - — 
tits they may arrive at that dignity; and yet no — of 
ſooner do they acquire that ſovereign power, but preachers, 
preſently they are ſenſible how unfit thoſe ſtubborn 2 che cat's 
and imprudent devotees and ſeditious preachers are .. 
to be made uſe of in magiſtracy or government; 
inſomuch that they then uſe to deſert them, and in 
lieu of preferring and inriching them, uſe to pu- 
niſh them for their ſe dition. 
Hereof we have lately had very rematkable ex- 
amples in France, when King Henry IV. had ſo 
long favoured the preachers and people of the 
reformed religion (there called Hugenots): as he 
needed them, and then abandoned and curb'd them 
33 he ſaw fit: ſo that now among their offspring 
we may ſee the miſerable ſtate of the Hugenots in 
that country. And later than that we have ſeen the 
like in England, where Oliver Cromwell having 
craftily made uſe of, firſt of the Presbyterians, and 
then of the Independant! preachers, and thoſe of 
their party to favour him, and by their multitude 
to gain the protectorſhip, yet afterwards, wholly 
forſook them, and often puniſhed, them ſevgrely.. 
d T I 01701 (ria 


And 
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And chat prince William the elder would hays 

taken the fame courſe, appears clearly by our hi. 

| ſtories, which teſtify that the reformed preacher, 
who in the beginning of thoſe tumults were v 

kind to him, afterwards, when he was arrived it 

ais higheſt pitch of grandeur, they hated and ſpoke 

dmjjuriouſly of him, becauſe he was not kind enough 

n to them, and gave more liberty to thoſe of diff. 

rent perſwaſions in the ſervice of God than wi 

pleaſing to them; and things went ſo far, that the 

principal and moſt refined of the reformed preacher 

did in their pulpits openly exclaim againſt him for 

alan atbeiſt, and ungodly perſon : and therefore in the 

year 1580, he found himſelf conſtrained to 

move the ſtates of Holland and Zealand to 

make good and ſound laws about church-govern. 

ment, declaring, that unleſs ſome good order were 

taken about the ſame, the reformed religion, and 

the country too, would fall to ruin. And accord- 

| ingly they proceeded ſo far with theſe ſpiritual 

| laws, that we may truly ſay, the only reaſon why 

= .- they remained imperfect, was the ſadden death of 

| the ſaid prince. In the mean time he could yer 

| 
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| hardly maintain his power againſt thoſe eccleſiv 

ſticks, and kept it up only by his numerous adhe- 

| rents, whom he acquired by his great moderation x 
| aforeſaid towards the other inhabitants that were of 
| different judgments and opinions. And this aver 
| ſion of the reformed preachers and zealots towards 
ince liam went ſo far, that for that reaſon 
they greatly affected the earl of Leicefter, and hu. 
Ted his fon Maurice whom he left behind him, and 
became ſtadtholder of Holland and Zealand, &. 
till he and the moſt refined of the miniſtry wer 
after wards reconciled and united, and at laſt coll 
ded together about the political government and 
church Aer vice in thoſe fad unſettled years of 1618, 


and 1619, Wherefore it is not to be believe 
bod 1 that 
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that the lawful authority of this republick being 
now delivered from a ſingle perſon that aimed at 
the ſovereignty, will give much countenance to the 
moſt politick and chief churchmen, or that a tole- 
ration of religions would eaſily give occaſion of an 
uproar here. 456 | 

But if any ſhould conceive that the papiſts, who Prudent 
are the ſtrongeſt ſect in number, order, and com- ration 
bination (as having the pope far their chief head, ig Ro 
and others their ſpiritual heads amongſt them, and ,;,, 8 
being generally inclined to our powerful neighbour Holland, 
the king of Spain, who formerly was lord of this eld nor 
country) might be able, in caſe they had more li- be detri- 
berty to exerciſe their religion, to ſubvert ſo mild Ale civil 


Cathalicks in their religion are governed in a mo- 
narchical manner, and conſequently where they are 
ſupreme, ſuffer no other ſects; fo that in ſuch a 

caſe all other diſſenting inhabitants of our land 
would join with the rulers of our republicks, where- 

by more than + parts of the ſaid inhabitants would 
adhere to the lawful civil power, to quell thoſe ſe- 
ditious perſons at their firſt riſing. 

But in caſe of compulſion there might follow a þ,, .,.,. 
concurrence in points of faith among the inhabi- cion in re- 
tants; it were fit then to be conſidered, whether Ig 
vhen this difference in matters of religion ceaſed, . 
the churchmen who have their office during life, a. : 
and not for ' ſome few years, by their ſermons to 
their hearers, who for the moſt part ſuppoſe, they 
hear nothing but god's word out of the miniſters 
mouths, and therefore believe they abey God when 
they 'obey the miniſters; and alſo on the other 
lide, when the obey political commands and laws, 
they obey men only: 1 ſay, it ought well to be 
conſidered, whether in a ſhort time they might * 
dot acquire a greater number of followers or adhe- * 

150% r | rents 
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rents when they give themſelves out for God's am- 
baſſadors, and teach men that ſcriptural ſaying, 
That we muſt rather obey. god and his embaſſadur; 
than man; and this out of a corrupt ſelf-love, and 
natural ambition; and ſo find it good corruptly 


and impiouſly to inſtruct their auditors, thereby to 


magnify themſelves as it hath oft happened, and 
may again happen; and whether their adherents 
might not conſequently make ſuch ambitious 


|  churchmen ſo powerful, as to cauſe the civil go. 


The ecclefi- 


afticks 

x vr 

gain too 

great @ 
party a- 

gainſt the 
civil 


powers. 


vernors, who exerciſe the magiſtracy here but for a 
ſhort time, to truckle under them. bY 
We have examples of the primitive times, that 


the ſpiritual perſons of thoſe days, having firſt con. 


verted the Roman emperors to chriſtianity, and by 
degrees brought under the heathen oppoſers more 
by that political power, than by a holy life, and 
ſtrong reaſons, did afterwards make uſe of their 
ſermons to aggrandize their acquired eccleſiaſtical 
power to the detriment of the civil authority, by 
ereCting an hierarchy, or church-power independent 
from the political, ſuch as is now under the papacy, 
From this ambition of churchmen the proverb 
roſe, * that the clergy always fear and hate the fu- 
preme authority z or.to vary the phraſe, it hath been 
an old game; my nunkle is ever plucking my lords 


ſtaff out of his hand, not only to evade being beat 


therewith himſelf, but alſo to beat others and make 
them ſubmit to him. 


Lib. 7. 
Chron. 


The ſame 
happened 
in the Ro- 


man and 


German 
empire. 


This is alſo confirmed by Otto Friſingenſis, tho 
a Romiſh biſhop, who ſaid, that the empire, by 
reaſon of its love to religion, impaired itſelf, yea 
was exhauſted ; and that it had ſo aggrandized the 
church, that it was not only deprived of the ſpiri- 
tual, but alſo of the temporal ſword, which evident- 
ly belongs to the empire; adding thereunto very 
ingeniouſly : ** And altho? it be above our power to 

＋ | cc trea 


*. Czſares timere & odiſſe proprium eſſe eceleſiæ. 
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« treat hereof, ſo as to give ſentence, yet methinks 

« the clergy are very blame-worthy who endeavour 

« to injure the ſtate, viz. the German or Romiſo 

« empire, with a ſword which they have acquired 

« of the rulers, and, by the favour of the emperors ; 

« unleſs they will herein imitate David, who, when 

«© he had felled the Philiſtine by the ſpirit of God, 

« cut of Goliab's head with his own ſword.” 5% 

But the truth is, if you pleaſe to enquire diligent- 1, 
y into the reaſons of theſe broils and jealouſies, be- — 
tween the ſovereign rulers and magiſtrates on the proceed. 
one ſide, and the clergy on the other, we ſhall find, rm an 
that tho* the imprudence and ignorance of the rulers, * 
and their love to the clergy, might at firſt have con- — 4 
tributed ſomewhat towards it, yet that ignorance mar frail- 
and favour was not ſo great for a long ſeaſon after 9. 
their firſt converſion to chriſtianity, as to effect it. 

And as to the clergy's ſelf- love and ambition, we 
ſhall find that they are not defects peculiar to the 
clergy only, but common to all mankind. 

So that they that will enquire into the cauſes why - 
of late times there have been more diſſentions and 
enmity between the civil rulers and the publick 
teachers of chriſtianity than before, during hea- Heathen if 
theniſm and judaiſm, muſt obſerve, that heatheniſm 
and judaiſm conſiſted moſtly in ſacrifices, without 5, cau/ed 
publick ſermons and common-prayers, and much % many /e- 
more convocations ; and that thoſe ſacrifices, for ent a- 
divers things not happening daily nor weekly, but 1 71 
once a- year, or ſeldom, required fo little time, Chrifian 
that among the Heathens, the kings, burgo- maſters, prigu. 
and principal field- officers, whether all together or 23 Be- 
ſucceſſively, might officiate as eaſily as prieſts. 2bens leaf, 
Wherefore as no reaſon can be given, why one per- ##cau/e 
ſon veſted with thoſe two offices, ' ſhould be ſediti- % 4 
ous to magnify his ſervice in the church, by dimi- „each. 
niſhing that to the ſtate 3 ſo we cannot ſee how thoſe 
heathen prieſts, being diveſted of all ſecular power, 

| TJ | could 


326 The Intereſt of publick Rulers, Patt Ill. 


could have cauſed inſurrections, without being im. 
mediately ſuppreſſed by the ſupreme power. 

The Jewih We ought likewiſe ſtrictly to obſerve, that the 

priefts more Fewnſh high-prieſts became ſuch partly by birth, 

_ and that by virtue of that office in the time of the 

„. Iſrazlitiſh free government, they might be choſe 

ſometimes. the ſecond, and in the time of the kings, the firſt 

ger Schi. Perſon or preſident of the ſupreme court of govert- 

kard.s Jus ment and juſtice called the Sanbedrim ; and belides, 

Reg. Heb. they had all the prieſts and the whole tribe of Le 

5. 10. to follow them, whereby they had great opportu- 

. nities to alter the political ſtate after their own ples 

ſure, when they could acquire the reputation of be. 

ing gifted with the ſpirit of propheſy, and be fuf- 

fered to propheſy publickly before the people. $ 

that indeed there were alſo many tumults and 

changes that happened in the ſtate when ſome im. 

pious prieſts, and falſe prophets abuſed the power 

of the church to make themſelves great. But in re- 

gard nevertheleſs that the ordinary Jeiſb worſhip 

conſiſted in ſacrifices, and that the high- prieſts were 

Ibid. . 8, not always choſen members of the Sanhedrim, o 

9, 10. did not get the opportunity of propheſying before 

the people, they could not therefore put their pro 

jects in execution to the prejudice of the civi 

The Cbri- power, and advantage of the prieſtly ſtate. 

6 — But it is very obſervable on the other ſide, that the 

of all, I Chriſtian worſhip doth moſtly conſiſt in a verbi 

their fer- application to God, by ſuch as are no civil d 

ment and armed teachers, and in their ſermons apply then: 

Prajer*: elves to a great aſſembly of people. Which ad 

' miniſtration, conſidering its weight, and conftatt 

preparation by ſtudy and employment, takes 1 

the whole man, and the abuſe hereof may be ve! 

miſchievous to the civil magiſtrate, The high 

powers have therefore appointed particular perſos 

ro exerciſe the civil and military offices, and oth! 

to take the charge of the worſhip of God _— 

| — RS, be" arorelalc, 
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aforeſaid, and to abſtain from all ſecular employ: Se the 12 
ments; ſo that it neceſſarily followed hence, that in/# 2 
ill thoſe places where ſuch public teachers and their t. 4 
hearers were of the ſame mind or belief, thoſe Novell. of 


quiet or diſquiet the minds of the ſubject. and bs 


So.that rulers (ſeeing how the preachersinfluenced , , 
the people) were compelled to favour. them in tu- emperor 
multuous times, if they would be obeyed by their Leo. 
ſubjefts, who will in ſuch times be more moved by Bg 4d. 
the admonition of the preachers, than by the com ways able 
wands of the civil magiſtrate. For tho? rulers might e itte 
ealily perceive that this / increaſe, of eccleſiaſtical 6 
power will be very prejudicial in future tices to their „ 
ſucceſſors, yet they ghuſe to enjoy the preſent be- 
nefit, to. keep up their own, grande and hereby ©» 
many times great, eiyil ot military efficers have a · 
tempted to obtain the ſupreme po r. 

So that it is not. ſtragge if -preachers,; being ſen: EPeciay 
ſible of their own ſtrength in countries Where there in cut 
are no diſſenters from them, have always oppoſed. mrieruhere 
the ctown; and yet by-rcaſon of their weakneſs-in 2 e 
the government, their excluſion tram civihemploy+,,.;,. 
ment, and their being unarmed, they haye hardly 22d which 
attained their ends, but have been able continually r moner- 
to raiſe tumults and diſſenſion. And che ſince the 26, be. 
reformation, the clergy-in the German and S iE, e 
republicks have not hy their ſermon, and the una- 
nimity of the inhabitants in matters of faith, been 
able hi: herto to over- top or equal the civil power 
of the numerous free rulers, great councils, Sc. yet 
I conceive, that in caſe of ſuch an unanimous ſenti- 
ment of the inhabitants in the cities of Holland, our 
ſmall number of magiſtrates or city-councils could 
not be able to keep heir yearly magiſtracy without 
prejudice by thoſe preachers. For every one would 
clearly diſcern that the party who adhere to the 


clergy do far exceed the civil magiſtrates adherents, 
| in 


Y 4 
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Way the in natural ſtrength; ſo that ſuch preachers would 
— not always be kept under by mercenary ſoldierz: 
licks pe „ Wherefore they and thoſe of their churcli-eouncils 
'br feared could never Have an opportunity of withdrawing 
in'Hol- | themſelves from under the civil power 

„And ſeeing\the preachers and-their adherents by 

Ng. — ich by opportunities, are daily capable of Putting 

: theiriill' Selens in practice When they pleaſe; we 

are therefore to expect that! all preachers will not 
keep within ceheir due bounds, but that many of 
See that them in ſeditious times will extend their legal and 

— — limited employment under pretenee of their eceleſi- 
Antiſl. àſtical power, to the chief or ſovereign command 
Conſt. de in the affairs of the! church, and to an impudent 
Jure Ec- boldneſs of expounding in æhe pulpit all politicab acts 
elch ten or laws, under the ptetexe cf God's word; and ſo 
400 185 5. do ſay whatever they have a mind to: unleſs we had 

reaſon to believe; that the ve formed preachers pre- 
Preachers, tending to a revelation and ſpecial aſſiſtance of God's 
a" *uf . ſpirit, or a ſpecial godly call to the miniſtry; and 
a 32 * accordingix being fufßelentiy qualified to that ſer- 


/ 
5 vice, confiſtiig in an extraordinary holineſs arid obe- 


giſtracy, ard not ſo ſubjectito ambition and cove- 
_ touſneſs as other clergymen are. 
n But God#mend it, ſays our proverb, miwite 
are no ſaints, and therefore the ſame. temptations 
chat- etiſacre-orhers;/ miſtead them too, which hath 
often appeared in theſe countries formerly, and 
ſiner the reformation,” by frequent political correc - 
tions and baniſhments of preachers from cities for 
their offenſive ſermons and prayers; and every one 
ſtill remembers what 2 — about the ſame in 
our times at Amſterdam, Utrecht, Delft, Goude, the 
Hague," &c. And tho? thoſe that are good preach- 
ers ſhould not be oppreſſed for the ſaid defects, 
vweakneſſes and ambition, yet it is neceſſary that 
rulers ſo govern the ſtate, that ſeditious and proud 
preachers 


dient revetence towards God, and their lawful ma- 
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preachers ſhall not be able to ſubvert the republick, | 
and ruin the proſperity of the land. 
And therefore we may preſume, that our wiſe free 
rulers will ever continue to indulge and permit the 
religious aſſemblies of diſſenters, hereby to invite 
over continually more diſſenting people into Hol- 
land ; and will plant and improve the reformed re- 
ligion, not by . compulſion but moderation, and 
ſoft: means among their good diſſenting inhabitants; . | 
and that they will always preſerve, and maintain 
in like'manner our preſent publick worſhip, with- 
out ever admitting of” an epiſcopal, or any other 
coercive ſpiritual authority. 
An open or free burgerſhip, with a right for all Afrecbur 
foreign inhabitants to follow their employment, be. 2 4 
ing added to liberty of conſcience in matters religi- ,,,,, 
ous; it will certainly cauſe very great and populous han harm 
cities, and incredible many conveniences and di- #9 free ru- 
vertiſements for all foreign inhabitants: ſo that all , be- 
civil magiſtrates ougbt for that reaſon, were there 5 2 
10 other, to endeavour it;; and the more the better, 24. cauſe po- 
if we obſerve that in ſuch lands and cities, offices pa ci- 
do exccedingly multiply, and are made profitable, . 
and that then the rulers would have the power to 4rd conſe- 
prefer many, if not all their friends to make them quently ' 
to live! in credit and eaſe. * © * many offices 
Moreover, in ſuch lands and cities there will 2 
found naturally among the inhabitants diverſities in hei- 
religion, nations, tongues and occupations: ſo that friends. 
there would be no occaſions miniſtred to the few 
aiſtocratical rulers who govern our republick and 
cities, of dividing the people by artificial, and often 
impious deſigns, in order to govern them : for by 
theſe natural-diviſions, and the diverſity of the peo- 4rd ho/e 
ples occupations, they may as peaceably and ſafely 1 will 
govern them, as in the open country; for in the 
great cities of Holland, and other cities filled with 


foreigri inhabitants, as Amſterdam, Leyden, Haerlem, vmroment. 
&c. 


have as 
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&c. there have been nothing near ſo many ſedition 
againſt the rulers, as in other countries, and much 
leſs and worſe peopled cities, unleſs when they have 
been ſtirred up to mutiny or ſedition by a ſovereign 
head, For in ſuch a caſe, I confeſs that no com. 
tries or cities, great or ſmall, are or can be at reſt 
and without uproars of the ſubjects againſt ther 
rulers and magiſtrates, any longer than ſuch a head 

pleaſeth to leave ſuch lands and. cities in peace. 
And be bei- Finally, it is to be obſerved, that the rulers of 
ter fettle4 ſuch populous open countries and cities, are allo 
aue much better able to defend themſelves againſt al 
yt foreign power, whether by an army formed of their 
| own inhabitants, or by eee their reſpec- 
tive cities by good fortifications, and repelling al 
enemies from their walls. And ſeeing on the other 
- ſide the rulers of Holland will not be advantaged 
„ nt that excludes: all foreigners, we 
eee eee 
- - OI It ES Ents 4143.1 4 rom ty; 
Sele8Com- AS to ſocieties or companies erected by. patent 
Fanies, &c. halls and guilds, upon manufactures, trades, fiſh- 
— eries, commerce and navigation; it is certain that 
2 «nt;, the rulers, governors, and maſters of guilds, having 
are very. power at their pleaſure, or certain times and places 
prejudicial to call aſſemblies, and by a general intereſt having 
u free ru. an united number of dependents, members and 
1 their followers, whether of mariners, ſoldiers, clo 
Becgu/* thiers; and brethren of the guild or workmen may 
gg, have fair opportunities by ſedition to diſplace a fer 
OY. ariſtocratical rulers, and put themſelves into thelr 
places, as hath been in all Netberlandiſb cities, 
where heretofore ſuch halls and guilds have been 
erected, viz.Ghent, Bruges, Iper, Loven, Antwer), 
Dort, Liege, wherein there were many tumults pro 

ceeding from that cauſe. _. 1 
And tho? hitherto there hath ariſen no ſeditio 
commotion of note from the patent companies, yet! 
{ / 10 5 
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Chap. 1. The Intereſt of publick Rulers. 2x 
is certain that they tend only to the of And lay the 
ſome very few perſons, and to the detriment of all u # 
other inhabitants of that way of dealing; and hav- "8 
ing laid the foundation of one government within ;, qzotber. 
another, they may in time expect from thence, eſpe- 
cially under a free government, more commotions, 
unleſs the civil rulers be ſo prudent and happy as 
to appoint their deputies in all the ſaid aſſemblies, 
who will not ſeek their own welfare in the govern- 
ment by faction or combination, but by a praiſe- 
worthy deſire after the welfare of their native coun- 

, to ſeek the common good. 

So that if on the other hand we do rightly con- 
ceive that the ralers' of the Holland cities, by eret- 
ing of companies, halls and guilds, have not the 
proſpect of a conſiderable benefit to ariſe thereby to 
themſelves; we may preſume to ſay, that hereafter 
they will have little inclination to bar the freedom 
of their commonalty by new grants, and conſe- 


quently that the old grants and reſtrictions which 


hereafter ſhall be prolonged or continued, will be 
in ſuch a plight, chat they cannot, according to the 
proverb, without prejudice to the nation, be either 
altered or annuled. K 

Concerning the rates of convoy - money, or cuſ . Free rulers 
toms upon goods exported or imported; let them 2 | 
be laid on with ſuch prudence and moderation, that 2 ow 
they may be calculated purely for the benefit of our — con 
manufactures, fiſheries, traffick and navigation. I woy money 
have already ſhewn how much the rulers of Holland ith great 
are concerned in the flouriſhing of thoſe particulars. ©" 
Wherefore on the other ſide it is evident, that dur- 
ing a free government a very account of all 
monies received ought to be given, and that the 
fame ought to be employed for the clearing of the Becauſe 
ſeas. It is ſelf evident, that the rulers cannot en- g may 
rich themſelves with the money iſſuing thence z and * ?** tbe 
therefore the ſaid rulers of the Holland cities will g 


their own 


nor pur ſes. | 


Courts ; of Moreover, from what is ſaid before it may be 


ealated by ſo to frame juſtice, that there may be quicker 
_— diſpatch made, and better juſtice done, and that | 


f 
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not henceforth be inclin'd to charge goods with 
ſuch high and prejudicial rates, but rather in 
proceſs of time to favour the merchants in thut 
particular; and that the ſeas be cleared by ſuch 
moneys as are the publick revenue of the Emi 
of all the inhabitants as ſuch, and to defend the 
merchant from oppreſſion by ſea. 


fairly inferred, that ſuch intereſted free rulers 
ſhould incline to enact good orders and laws, and 


© - w * — — »„ — * 


2 


© knaviſh bankrupts be puniſhed and the honeſt 
merchants protected in their right : for -the civil 


> 


their own rulers by encreaſing the number of ſubordinate e 
advantage ju ges and counſellors, may be able to/beſtow,on Wl ' 


their beſt friends more honourable and profitable l 
employments, and by that means the — ſettle WY | 
themſelves in the government and magiſtracy. WM 
Whereas by the contrary, ſuch judges will - rather Wl 
be prejudiced than advantaged by bribes, and the Il © 


favour or disfavour of the rulers, becauſe poſſibly b 
they would not give ſo much money on that 2 ; 
as others would, en 


As to colonies, it is evident that the rulery of Wi 


cre new republicks do not pay out of their own purſes the ll 
, colonies for expence of erecting and protecting them from f 


1 and the ſaid colonies would in no other regard be 


outward violence; but it is paid out of the publick Wl V 
treaſury, and in the mean while they would reap 


this benefit for their indigent relations to ſend MW 
them to ſuch colonies, when they are not able ro 0 
prefer them all in Holland: and the like might be i ©: 


done with many other inhabitants that are ambi- 
tious of government, or publick imployment ; 


hurtful to the republican rulers. So that ſince 
thoſe colonies would be ſo generally profitable for 


the land, and inhabitants of Holland, as is * 
ore 
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fore deſcribed, we are then rationally to expect 
that they will be erected by our rulers. | 

As to the clearing of the ſeas againſt enemies 4.4 the 
and piccaroons; it is certain that during a free re- ſeas ought 
publican government, the treaſure requiſite for oo | 
building and ſetting forth of ſhips, proceeds not out — 
of the rulers purſes; and that they and their friends enemies. 
that trade at ſea, being as liable as other inhabitants 
to loſe their goods by ſuch enemies, and that 
this may. be prevented without putting them to 
any charge, we may likewiſe expect the ſame of 
them, And that the ſea may with honour and 
afety for the ſtate be cleared by the free rulers, 
cannot be denied. For tho' the admiral of a fleet #ithout 
going to ſea without a ſufficient ſtrength, ſhould proudice to 


loſe the ſaid fleet to the enemies of the ſtate, and 3 


thereby might exceedingly miſchieve our repub- 
lick, yet would it not totally bereave us of our 
libercy, nor. ſhould it be diſſolved by ſuch a 
treachery 3; but on the contrary, our republick has 
ever been able to be recruited, and has oft-times 
been reinforced by our land forces, when they 
have been intruſted to captain-generals 3 and 
even when they have thought fit to uſe their 
ſtrength to conquer the cities of Holland, and to 
ſeize their deputies when they were aſſembled by 
ſummons. And therefore ſince the free - rulers 
will not incline to carry on an offenſive war, 
and conſequently to ſend a chargeable, army into 
the field to take cities from our neighbours; it is 
not credible that the {aid convoy-monies paid for 
clearing the ſeas, will be taken from the admiral- 
tis, to make therewith any - needleſs and yet 
chargeable conqueſts by land, and in the mean 
While to abandon our inhabitants, or their goods, 
to the depredations of the ſea-robbers. _ . 
Laſtly, it is certain that the rulers of Holland, 
and all their: trafficking ſubjects would fare _ 
tter 
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The free better in times of peace than in war, becauſe then 
8 they would be reverenced and obeyed by them with. 
ought , Out any oppoſition. And beſides, our city mag. 
| | pecially to ſtrates cannot receive any conſiderable profit by 
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aim at war, either by land or ſea, but muſt bear all ney 
peace. burdens and taxes thereby ariſing, as well as the 
other inhabitants, and cannot be freed from the 
fame, as the late heads of our republick were, |: 
is evident the ſoldiery, and their officers, who are 
for monarchical government, and an illuſtrious 
general ad vitam, would not uſe their due and ftre. 
nuous endeavours to perform the commands and 
counſels of the republick, or thoſe that are in au- 
thority for the ſtate : ſo that the rulers of the re- 
Becauſe publick of Holland, in caſe of an unſucceſsful war, 
they aswell would ſoon ſee their reſpect from the ſubject dimi- 
wn; ee niſned, and be every way aſperſed by the ſottiſh 
bitans mf ill-natur'd rabble, who always judge of things by 
Bear all the ſucceſs, and ever hate, and are ready to im- 
the burdens.peach the ariſtocratical rulers of their republick; 
of a war, with whom ſome laviſh, ambitious and debauched 
people, whether rulers or ſubjects, might join them- 
ſelves to ſtir up ſedition, and under pretence of be- 
ing of the princes or captain-genera[*s faction, tum 
this republick into a monarchy, in hope of attain 
ing the moſt eminent and profitable employment 

under the monarch. - LIE 
And above all, the prefent free governours would 
be liable to that hazard in caſe they ſhould make 
Aud fa uſe of ſuch a field general in their wars by land, 
captain ge- whoſe anceſtors have had the ſame truſt repoſed in 
neral. them; for then, whether in good or bad ſucceſlss, 
thoſe-few citizens that rule in Holland during lite, 
and ſerve in the magiſtracy but a year or two, 
would ſoon find that none amongſt them would 
dare to to tie the bell about the cat's neck, to dil 
charge ſuch a captain -· general with ſo many depet 
dents and adherents, when they have no 1 
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need of his ſervice, or to puniſh him when he de- 


ſerved it, whether by diſobedience, corteſpondency 
with the enemy, or any attempt againſt the free 


ernment, even tho? an open endeavour to gain 
the ſovereignty ; ſo that thereby alone our repub- 
lick would be really changed into a monarchy. 


335 


And moreover, ſuppoſe we ſhould chuſe a meaner * 36 
perſon to be our capt. general, and give him the 47 oe 


gd of the whole troops of this ftate, and that ©*25- 
but for a ſhort time, yet it is evident that the rulers 


ment by a 


of Holland would put themſelves in great danger of li offcer. 


being overmaſtered by that captain-general, as by 
innumerable examples which happened here and in 
other countries may be perceived ; unleſs men could 


make the dull Hollanders to believe that God hath 
indued them with two miraculous privileges above all 


other people in the world : the firſt is, that th 
ſhall never chuſe any captain-general but out of ſuc 


exbellent and bleſſed families, that tho* they could, 

yet differing from all other men, they would not 
rather. chufe to be lords than ſervants ; and that g G 
therefore that ambition that is natural to all men, «vcald con- 
even to their very graves, ſhould find no place in *in«all 


him during his whole life. And the ſecond is, 


that the Hollander haying at firſt, whether volun- rag, 


tarily or inadvertently, and after that by ſucceſſion 
or conſtraint, placed over themſelves a monarch in 
feri, that then God. from heaven will ſnatch away 
ſuch a monaach ſuddenly, and by an unexpected 
judgment deliver a people from ſlavery, who are 
ſo unworthy of liberty, as indeed hath ſometimes 
happened. 


Vat it wiuld be cörſed Avia, which inflead 
of forewarning us, that if we love the danger, and 


will not avoid the places where plagues do reign, 


we ſhall find our certain ruin in thoſe places; and 


moreover inſtead of teaching us to be thankful — 
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God for that great and undeſerved mercy, ſhould 
continue to inſtigate us to ſeek mercy once again, 
and provoke him by publick and private prayer, 
rending to cauſe us to return to Egypt out of that 
free land of promiſe, and there obſtinately to pull 
down upon our own heads a heavy yoke, under 
which our forefathers . were conſtrained -to 
and from which we by the mercy and bleſſing af 
God were wonderfully delivered. 
Republi- And concerning alliances with foreign princes 
8 and potentates, it is apparent that princes have not 
_— — ſo much intereſt in the welfare of their ſubjects a 
alliances in a republick; nor is there that wiſdom or virtue 
wwith fo- in a monarchy, as in a free government: we ſhall 
7eigners. here more and more ſhun thoſe prejudicial engage- 
ments. | | 
And to for- And as touching the intereſt of the rulers of a free 
tif the ci. republick, or of kings and princes about fortifying 
. , the frontiers and populous cities, as alſo about exer- 
——ĩ. ciſing the commonalty in arms: I ſuppoſe it hath 2. 
them with bundantly been ſhewed you in the firſt chapter of 
arms. this book, that it is only to be expected of rulers of 
r republicks, but not at all from kings and princes; 
ſo that it is needleſs to ſpeak any more of it here. 


r e 
Wherein is maturely conſidered the intereſt if 
the monarchical government in Holland « 
to all the foregoing matters, by which tht 
commonalty may thrive or proſper, _ 


Menarchi- I Come now to enquire, whether manufactures, 
cal go- fiſhery, traffick, or ſhipping, and all the means 
den x before · mentioned, that are neceſſary or uſeful for 
ven the proſperity of the country, would be well mi 
chargeable naged and laid to heart by monarchical rulers ; or 


to Holland on the contrary neglected and ruined by them. 


Ly its court. For 
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of its own for which foreigners bring money into 


ject to all manner of uneaſineſſes, which neceſſarily 


it over them without any controul; and at the beſt ce. 


vith foreign troops to force them to bear it, at leaſt 


Chap. 2. The Intereſt of Monarchs. 


For the ſolution of this queſtion, we ought to 
conſider, that.ſo ſmall a country producing nothing 


Holland; and on the other ſide, - being charged 
with all the natural taxes mentioned in the third 
chapter of the firſt part of this book; it would be 
farther charged by a monarchical government, whoſe 
family expences would yearly conſume many mil- 
lions. And it is alſo certain that the good inhabi- 
tants, out of whoſe purſes thoſe ſums muſt be 
ſqueezed, would moreover at the ſame time be ſub- 


attends a monarchical government, and are ex- 
preſſed in a book intitled, The Political Ballance 
FV. H. with many circumſtances, fo that I ſhall 
be but ſhort in relating them here. 

It is acknowledged, that an intelligent prince 4d - 
vill by all means endeavour to bring the great cities % ( 


and weak- 


of Holland into ſuch a ſtate or condition, as to lord ,, cat 


it would follow, that to weaken the power of the 

old rulers and natives, ſuch a ſovereign would, as 

much as in him lay, bring in new upſtarts or fo- 

reigners into the r and would more- 

over continually favour the villages and ſmaller 

cities, to the prejudice of the great and ſtrong ones. 

And ſeeing neither the rulers nor inhabitants of u deep 
ſuch great cities could with any patience look upon 2% N 
awe wit 


their own ruin: He will therefore fill their garriſons lin; 


ſo long as thoſe troops are too ſtrong for the citi- 
zens. And ſince this would not give him ſufficient 
ſatisfaction, and would beſides 'be extraordinary 
chargeable, he would therefore force ſuch populous 
cities by erecting citadels over them. 

Thus the wiſe and abſolute Spaniſb monarchs, 4: we - 
Charles the fifth, and Philip the ſecond, knew no ary oa 
better courſe to make thoſe great and trading cities 20 wa 


J. OT narchs. 
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of Naples and Milan, Antwerp and Gent ſubmit 
to their yoke, than by forcing them with citadelz 
Moreover we have ſeen, and may ſtill fee in our 
own days, that the late king of France going yet 

And the further, and following the maxims of the famoy 
French. cardinal Richelieu, he intirely diſmantled and berek 
of all ſtrength that maritime and frontier city of 
Rochel. And upon the ſame motive Lewis the 
fourteenth, in the year 1667, having taken the tuo 
trading and populous cities of Dornick and Riſe, 
gave command immediately to overawe and curb 

them with caſtles. | | 
So that it is no wonder if the city of Amfterdan 
in the year 1571, being then about the bigneſs of 
200 morgens or acres of land, tho? the rulers thereof 
were no leſs faithful to the king than other zealony 
Roman Catholicks were, gave occaſion to the ſaid 
See v- Philip of Spain to intend to build a citadel there, 
1. becauſe of the flouriſhing of their Eaſtern trade, 
perum. their populouſneſs, and formidable greatneſs, ot 
apt ſituation to defend itſelf againſt all foreign 
power: but the king was moved to leave that caftle 
unbuilt, not ſo much by the Amſterdammers offering 
him two hundred thouſand guilders for the building 
of the caſtle at Flying which was then begun, 2 
by reaſon of the ſudden troubles which ſoon after 
enſued, with the loſs of the Brie and Fluſbin, 
when he had no more occaſion ſor the Amſterdan- 
mers favour. And therefore *tis not improbable, 
Hove all that our laſt captain general and ſtadtholder, fol. 
places Am- Jowing theſe maxims of ſovereignty, deſigned in 
_— the year 1650 to force the city of Amſterdam, which 
Luve geen Was then enlarg'd to 600 morgens or acres of land 
under the 1n cireumference, and inhabired by three hundred 
power of thouſand ſouls, by building a caſtle on the Yign- 

Cafilei. dam, and another on the Yoolwyk. 

But it very ſeldom happens that monarchs and 
princes do rule by themſelves, and not by 3 
there 
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it WY there are alſo children, weak-brain'd, and old Guardians 
s, doting . perſons that bear the name of Rulers. — 
ud yet in effect muſt, be ruled by others; and ſuch 1 ©, 
et monarchs and princes that are in the flower of their 1 and 
w Wl age, take greateſt pleaſure in fulfilling their fleſhly in the 
t luſts: ſo that while they are orphans, and old men, eme. 


thoſe that are their fayourites or guardians, whether 
women, Princes, or nobles, and ſometimes cour- 
tiers, whores and rogues, who miniſter fuel for 
their lord's or lady's debauches and luſts, and ſo 


rb Wl gratify their delights and pleaſures, uſe to rule all, 

And therefore it 1s reaſonable to believe that all. 

theſe perſons, whether guardians and favourites, or 
of Wl minions and courtiers, that for ſome time govern 
of Wl the land inſtead of their ſoyereign, do not in that 4; i, f. 
u tine wholly forget to enrich themſelves and their ere in the 
id Wl relations by all imaginable means, and many times oe | 
by rapine out of the eſtates of the rich trading inha- Clean 
e, bitants. All which being diſcourſed at large in the v. H. 
or Political Ballance of V. H. I ſhall not hear ſpeak 
of it in general, but go over in particular, and ex- 
le ¶ amine how much the manufactures, fiſheries, traf - 
gfk, and navigation of Holland, and its depen- 
s Wl dences, are likely to be prejudiced or improved by 
* monarchical government. 5 | 
And in the firſt place I conceive, that neither 
7, WH fuch rulers as do actually govern, whether men or 
. 


women, their rdians, favorites or eourtiers, 
princeſſes or _ will regard or concern them- 
ſelves in the leaſt for the manufactures, fiſheries, 
traffick or navigation, and hat depends upon them: 
for according to. the calculation or number of the 
few families of the courtiers, compared with all 
thoſe of Holland, there are an incredible number of 
boch honourable and profitable employments and 
denefices belonging to the government of the popu- 
lous countries, and great trading cities; and theſe 
courtiers would make yu much -more * 

2 or 
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for themſelves than they now are, under pretence 

that the monarch's revenues would thereby be im- 
proved. Whereas indeed, when all the revenues 

of the monarch are ſumm'd up, the beſtowing of 


ſuch profitable, yea and creditable offices, which 

may always be made profitable, are therein in- 

cluded. And therefore ſuch guardians, favourites 

and courtiers, being able to inrich themſelves and 

their friends after this manner, none will be ſo fot- 

Courtiers tiſh as to ſeek their maintenance by an uncertain 

will drive gain, and with the danger of loſing all in that ever 

wo trade. \;borious and anxious way of merchandizing. 

If they But ſuppoſing that the ſovereign; or his guar- 

merchan- dians, favourites, courtiers, and their relations 

22 ſhould ſeek their gain by manufactures, fiſheries, 

prejudiceef traffick, and navigation, or what depends on them, 

others. they would then make ſuch orders and laws by 

their overſwaying power, or would manage it fo 

that it might tend to their own benefit, tho? all the 

other tradinginhabitantsof Holland ſhould be thereby 
Prejudic'd. W e ee 

Hollan- And beſides it is certain, that the rich, and na- 

ders ha- turally clowniſh Hollanders, would not be ſo apt 

ving a na. 10 gain the love and favour of our monarchs, 

tara! Princes, or nobles, by courtly" ſervices, "as the in 

court flat. digert younger, and ingenious ſops of the Fr 

terers, and Engliſh gentry, or the adjacent beggarly la- 

borious, and fla viſn Moffen, or Eaftlanders ; 

who being accuſtomed to accoſt their lords anc 

gentry with great humility, and many flatteries 

and to ſerve in their own country, are oft · times 

compelled by poverty to forfake it; and then b 

by introducing thoſe genteel foreign recreations, anc 

4 Dutch debaucheries, as well as their laviſh manner of fe 

prince will vices, they endeavour to render themſelves accep 

ever en- table to our monarchs : while on the other fide : 

eue monarch or prince of Holland would ſooner anc 

unn ee more expect, that ſuch indigent ſtrangers (#1 


„Holland. woul 
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would be indebted to him for all they have of eſtate 
and office, and which without his favour they could 
not hold, as being an incroachment upon our pri- 
vileges) ſhould be always inclined to encreaſe the 
authority of the monarch, or prince, tho? to the 
ruin of the commonwealth. X 

All which cannot be expected from natives who 
are in the government or magiſtracy of the land, 
and are generally wealthy, and as ſuch pretend to 
à right to the ſaid government and magiſtracy, 
eſpecially when their parents have ſerved in the 
vernment. And then Holland will be continually 
ruled and ſerved by foreigners, who have neither 
by themſelves nor by their relations ever been in 
any meaſure concerned in the proſperity or decay of 
the manufactures, fiſheries, traffick and navigation, 
and their dependencies: ſo that thoſe courtiers would, 
and muſt by all endeavours ſeek themſelves, tho 
to the neglect, yea ſubverſion of the foundations 
of Holland's proſperity, and the annihilation of the 
commonwealth government; and accordingly we > 
may conclude, that the ſame would certainly hap- Cb g- 

D. . | ' Vernment 

As for the liberty of religion, or toleration, it is con/fting of 
clear that under a monarchical government, it is 1 
not to be expected; for no biſhop, no king, is a Hdd ail 
common maxim. As it is certainly and ever very ofend mo- 
dangerous for kings, their minions and courtiers, arch, 4s 
to have ſubjects, that under pretence of right ne 
not be ſubject to the civil government in being, vlg. 
but aſſemble to order matters of weight by majo- See A. Con 
rity of votes: ſo it is principally hazardous under a ſtantes de 
monarchical government, in affairs which in the gie. 
higheſt degree concern all men, viz. religion, where um. 
the eccleſiaſticks who oft times dare undertake to Becauſe a 
demonRrate that their ſpiritual authoricy is deriv'd, Prince 


neither from the higher, nor ſubordinate magiſtracy 7 at 


of che land, would ſoon under pretext. of ſuch a / rent an 
avg Z 3 holy Eb. 
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holy league draw in a number of diſcontented, ig 
norant, indigent, and conſequently moſt ſeditiom 
perſons, So that if they are but reſolved to coun. 
tenance their diſcontents againſt kings, their fayoy. 
rites, &c, in their ſermons and publick prayers, 
they will ſoon invite into them a number of confi. 
derable tho? poor mutinous people, that are inclined 
to them as their hearers, who then term them nur- 
ſing fathers, and men of God, and ſo appoint them 
captains and ſuperior officers to make head againſt 
their ſovereign, his favourites and courtiers, 

And by But on the other ſide, kings gain a great power 

having in matters of religion, and in the affection of their 

biſbeps pla- ſubjects, if by their own authority they may place 
ced and : : P 

difplacedby or depoſe biſhops or ſuperintendants that may be 

himſelf, choſen by them in all the pariſh churches in their 

would ac- dioceſſes, viz. ſuch — and preachers, as will 

quires and mult teach the ſubject that which beſt agrees 

[ooo ver with the power of ti monarch. Moreover, ſecing 

bis ſub- the biſhops or paſtors are not to have their peculiar 

jets, church-councils under a monarch, ſuch kings and 

| princes may in caſe of diſobedience eaſily and ſud- 

denly depoſe them. | | 

Wherefore it is probably the main reaſon why 

under the Roman and Grecian emperors an epiſcopal 

or monarchical government was every where intro- 

duced ; which afterwards by the papacy, and the 

biſhops, extended to other free countries northward, 

And thus, in the preceding age, we found that king 

174;-b i; Philip II. of Spain intended to aſſume a greater 

particulay- monarchical power in theſe Netherlands by new 

þ proved. biſhops of his own election. And at this day the 

- Engliſh prateſtants that are for regal government, 
ſee no means of preſerving the king's monarchical 
power by a preſbyterian church-council, or repub- 

lican church- government: ſo that they did not only 

think fit in England now of late years to annul the 

ſame where it was ſet up in the late troubles, but 
Wi, | even 


=== = 


5 Oo 


2.9 


- : 


+ _Hks ry US WU 8 \ﬀXZ = =; CD __ a. r 8 * flo s 5 R + = e 


W _ — wi - CCS $* tw =, 


—— 


„ — D 


Cha p. 2. Monarchical Rulers. 


even in Scotland, where that government ſtood firm 
ſince the beginning of the reformation, even againſt 
the inchnation of very many Exgliſb, and all the 
Scotiſh nation almoſt, to erect in lieu of a church- 
council, a monarchical or epiſcopal church-govern- 
ment. And thus likewiſe in Germany at this day, 
we ſee that the proteſtant princes have poſſeſſion of 
the jura epiſcopalia, all the power of the biſhops 
whom they haye caſt out; and none of thoſe princes 
have ſuffered or ſet up any church-councils, claſſi- 
cal or ſynodical aſſemblies independant of them. 
And moreover we have in all ages under the pa- 

pacy obſerved, that epiſcopal government is very 
dangerous, in ans 3 fo that the biſhops in 
many places, eſpecially in Germany, and in theſe 

Netberlands, where, at the time when the chriſtian 


farh was received, there was for the moſt part a 
free popular government, have been able, by little Nn as 
and lirtle,. by their pretended holy ſermons to the intolerable 


people, to make ſo great a party among them, as j; 


5 2 ks 
to get the temporal government of cities and coun- mach de- 


tries 3 and in, other republicks, as Ragu/a, Venice, fired in 
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3 


&c. there were many laws made againſt ſuch biſhops nr 


Swilzers, German, or Netberlandiſb republicks, 
that have received the reformed religion, there is to 


my knowledge not one of them that have not ex- 


pelled their biſhops, and erected in their ſtead a 
church council, or republican eccleſiaſtical govern- 
ment, whereby the freedom of the republick might 
be better preſerved. (handy * 

So that now we may conclude, that if the mo- 
narchs of Holland, or their favourites and courtiers, 
ſhould introduce epiſcopal government into the 
church; we are to obſerve that the biſhops who 
are elected, and depoſed by ſuch monarchs and 
princes, muſt needs have friends at court, and con- 
tinually make more. And if ſych biſhops hecome 


Z 4 not 


— 


| | 1 . | cal govern- 
to prevent the like uſurpation. Yea among all the” >" 
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not the minions of the monarchs, and princes of 
Holland, we may then well ſuppoſe that at leaſt 

they will uſe all the intereſt of their friends at court 

to enlarge their own power, honour and weal 

which would chiefly conſiſt in this, that all the ſub- 
jects ſhould acknowledge and repute them for or. 

thodox ſpiritual fathers. And ſeeing it might very 

well conſiſt with the ſupreme magiſtrates intereſt, 

that the ſubjects who chiefly depend on him, be 

revered by the inhabitants as holy and orthodox 

perſons ; the biſhops might eaſily by this means ob- 

tain all that they deſire of the ſovereign tending to 

that end; and then ſuch biſhops would never reſt, 

Bijhops are till they had procured a law to have all diſſenten 
"71. from them in matters of religion, to be either brought 
tion of dif- Over to their opinion and faction, or baniſhed the 
Artern. country; as we have had experience in former ages 
under the biſhops, and may at this day ſee it take 

place every where. Inſomuch that under them 

there will never be any freedom of religion for dil- 
ſenters, but only for the Jes who indeed have 

liberty for theirs, which they purchaſe'for money. 
Moreover, tho* kings and princes by ſuch chri- 

{tian biſhops, ſuperintendants, and political church- 

councils depending on them, ſeem to be ſecured 

againſt the danger of chriſtian preachers ; yet ſuch 

is their aptneſs to raiſe ſeditions, that oft-times by 

their licentious ſermons, and publick prayers, many 

Popih terrible changes might have been occaſioned in that 
princes government: 'as appears in the foregoing age at the 
_ 25 time of the holy league, for the Romiſb religion in 
—＋ France, and in our times in Scotland and England, 
preaching by the holy covenant for the reformed religion. And 
fudied ſer- therefore many proteſtant kings and princes, eſpe- 
8 cially thoſe who own themſelves heads of the church, 
2 — and diſown the pope of Rome, did for their greatet 
bomilies, ſafety find it convenient to prohibit all publick ex. 
&c. temporary ſermons and prayers, and in lieu there 


appointed 
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appointed others by their ſovereign power to be read 


verbatim. | 
This the political martyr, Charles I. king of 79% wu 


begun in 


England, had in part effected, by taking away the England 


ſabbath day's afternoon's ſermons, or changing them encrea/ed 
for the reading of the book of common-prayer. i= Tran- 
And as I have underſtood, the proteſtant prince of f —— ä 
Tranfilvania, Ragotzki, went yet further, and, by — | 
advice of four of his moſt learned, wiſe and virtu- pradiſed 
ous preachers, having cauſed ſome ſermons and i Mul- 
prayers to be compoſed ſuitable to all occaſions, ia. 
which being afterwards examined by a ſynodical 
aſſembly, and judged by unanimous conſent very 
ſolid and edify ing ſermons and prayers; he laid 
aſide the vizard, and ordered that no other ſermons 
and publick prayers ſhould be uſed, but that they 
ſhould have them word by word read to the peo- „ Thu 
ple in the churches. As of antient times allo in 4. hig. 7 
Muſcovia, where by command of the czar there 69.5. ibi 
were ſome old homilies of the Greek fathers ſuiting 305. At: 
all occaſions tranſlated into the Sclavonian tongue, u, 
and upon occaſion of war, famine, or plague, Sc. part 1. ſol. 
appointed to be read by his metropoſitan; fo that 7. 
all the preachers there were compelled to uſe no 
other prayers or ſermons, and forced to read them 
verbatim, | | | 

Which maxim likewiſe very well ſuits all the 0 
monarchs and ſupreme rulers in Aa and Africa h a- © 
that are addicted to Mahometaniſm, and therefore n all 
acknowledge neither pope nor any other head ſu- Mahome- 
perior to themſelves : for tho that religion by reaſon 
of the differing expoſitors of the Alcoran is divided 
into ſeveral ſects, inſomuch that the Moors, Turks, 
Perſians, &c. in that behalf do very much differ, 
and hate and perſecute one another; and that the 
Mahometan religion being a mixture or collection 
of the heatheniſh, judaic, and chriſtian worſhip, ac- 
knowledge no ſacrifices, and in lieu thereof = 

ec 
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ſect ſeems to be maintained by the publi ck ſpeeches 
or declarations of the prieſts or teachers; yet it is 
certain, theſe pricfts may do nothing in the churches, 
but ſing ſome well-known publick prayers, or read 

the ſame, or the Alcoray to the people. 
Bat ner And on the contrary, I cannot remember that 
vet. in free any free republick of the chriſtian religion, ſepa- 
_ n rated from the pope of Rome, and that by conſe. 
© quence: hath acquired the ſupreme right and power. 
about the publick order of eccleſiaſtical affairs, ever 
prohibited extemporary publick prayers and ſer- 
mons, and in lieu thereof cauſed any ſet form of 

prayers, or ſermons to be read verbatim, 

Monarch As to liberty for all foreigners to dwell in Hol 
will ever land, and live by their trades, and alſo to be taken 
ee, . into all places or employments of the government; 
heir ge. 1, mult acknowledge it would prove an acceſſion of 
ernment, ſtrength to a king or ſupreme head, and his favou- 
_ © rites and courtiers: and therefore we ought to con- 
ceive, that under a monarchical government ſtrangers 
would be every where placed in the government; 
as heretofore thoſe of Haynault, Burgundy and 
Flanders, under the government of the earls, and 
the German, French and Engliſh, under the captains- 
general, or ſtadtholders of Holland, have had the 
greateſt employments in the country. But that this tends 
Jobe tO the benefit of manufactury, fiſhery, commerce 
of trade, and ſhipping, I cannot imagine; but on the con- 
trary, it is eaſier to believe, that thoſe ſtrangers, 
whether favourites or courtiers, having any employ- 
ment in the militia, law, civil government, trea- 
ſury, as captains of foot and horſe, colonels, go- 
vernors of cities and forts, ſchouts, bailiffs, Cc. 
would uſe all their power to rob the richeſt trading 
inhabitants, upon one pretence or other, of their 
wealth, and thereby enrich themſelves with the 
ſweat and blood of other men. For becauſe theſe 
indigent laviſh new upſtarts will have need of it 
N e 
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it where it is to be had, and ſo they may eaſily 


borrow, or take it from unarmed people: Andi it 


will not reſt 


is alſo certain, that the ſaid ſtrangers 


till they have broken down, and deſtroyed both 4 be 


every where, therefore it is certain they will ſeek 
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the ſubſtance-and ſhadow of the ſtates! manner of defru#iox 


vernment, to the end that in time to come they 9 4e ge- 
might not be ſubjected to any puniſnment for their 2% 
crimes, and deſtroying the liberty of the country, 


and turned out of their ill gotten emplo 


by flates. 


As concerning the freedom of all inhabitants to Mprarchies 
ſet up their trades every where in Holland, without promote 


moleſtation from the burgers, ſelect companies, and 
guilds ; this is not at all to be expected under a mo- 


narchical government. For every one knows, that 


at court all favours, privileges and monopolies, are 
to be had by friendſhip, or elſe by gifts and con- 
tracts, for the kingꝰ's profit, and that of the favou- 
rites and courtiers. This is an epidemical evil, and 
in continual vogue in all princes courts, not one ex- 
cepted; ſo that there needs no proof of it. But 
yet J confeſs that no grants by patents of ſo great. 
companies as our Weſt-India company have been, 
and our Eaſt-India company ſtill is, would be to- 
lerable under a monarch ; ſo that the grants of both, 
for theſe and many other reaſons, would be voided 
or annulled before the governors or members ſnould 
arrive to be ſo powerful as now they are. And then 
thoſe monarchs would make money of choſe grants 
again, by ſelling them to others to make new and 
weaker companies of, and ſo make more money of 
the new grants or charters, than they could do by 
continuing the old ones. 


71 


Moreover, as to the charging of convoy-monies, —_— 


and cuſtoms upon goods with ſuch moderation and on is Hol 


prudence, that our manufactures, fiſheries, traffick land, c . 


and navigation, may be thereby increaſed z it is 


toms 


apparent that this cannot be expected under a mo- 2 
narchical heightened. 
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narchical government: for ſeeing kings with 
their favourites and courtiers, have good. reaſon to 
fear, that the proſperity of ſuch manufactures, 
fiſheries, commerce and navigation, with the nu- 

To lien merous advantages ariſing thereby, will cauſe ſuch 
the great- mighty and flouriſhing cities, as could not eaſily 
zeſs of be forced by a ſovereign and his courtiers, there- 
their eitien. fore they will endeavour to keep them as low and 
mean as poſſible. No bas oat 

For monarchs and their courtiers, in lieu of 

affecting the welfare of manufactures, fiſheries, 
traffick and navigation will envy the moſt fortu- 

nate owners of freight-ſhips, merchants and tra- 

ders, becauſe by their honeſt gain and riches they 

obſcure the luſtre and pomp of the court and gen- 

try, and becauſe all that they force from the mer- 

chant and owners of freight ſhips for convoy-mo- 

| Ard in the ney and cuſtoms, can preſently be put into the 
mean time King's or their own purſe, and not as by a general 
put the impoſition, equally burdening all the inhabitants 
_—_— alike : ſo that it is not ſtrange, if under all mo- 
3 narchs it be affirmed as a good political maxim, 
fers. that no impoſitions are leſs hurtful than thoſe that 
are laid upon goods imported and exported, be- 
cauſe they are for the moſt part borne by ſtrangers, 
and therefore all goods coming in, or going out, 
are unreaſonably charged; as it appears in Spain, 

Portugal, France, Sweden, and alſo in theſe pro- 

vinces, there being ſtill a remainder of our rigo- 

rous government. It was the like alſo formerly 
in England: but ſince the laſt troubles there have 
in ſome meaſure increaſed the power of parlia- 
ments, and conſequently of the people, ſuch du- 
ties are conſiderably abated, and were with great 
circumſpection impoſed on merchandize, anno 

1660. | 7 | 

— We are much leſs to expect under a monarchical 
urin, government, that laws and juſtice will be better 


205. 5 | framed 
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framed to the benefit of the community, and ef- 
peeially of the merchant : for (as was formerly 
ſaid) beſides that the rich merchants will be pil- 
laged and exhauſted by thoſe rulers, or at leaſt 
envied and hated by them; the rulers, ſchouts and 
bailiffs, have moreover ſuch friends at court, that 
they publickly fell juſtice, and none that are 
wronged dare complain of them. Yea, ſeeing all 
laws and judgments are made and pronounced in 
the king's name, and according to his pleaſure; 
we cannot therefore expect under ſuch a govern- 
ment, but that all things will be carried for the 
benefit of the ſovereign and his courtiers. As the 
ſcripture teaches us, that a prince aſks not ſo ſoon 
what his luſt dictates, but the judge as readily 
granteth it, that they may do evil with both bands. Miczb 7. 
So that it is no wonder, if in all monarchical go- 
vernments theſe verſes' be found true, which were 

made by one Owen an Engliſhman : 


CITY 


Fudicibus plus quan juri ſtuduiſſe juvavit, 
Hos tibi quam leges conciliato prius. 
20 of ef Inn h % ; N. 

And if any one will alledge, that this tends no 
more to the prejudice of a monarchy than of a re- 
publick, let them pleaſe to conſider, whether all 
the monarchical cities belonging to the Hollanders, 
as Culenburgh, Vyanen, Tielſtein, &c. do not ſo 
practiſe their juſtice to the prejudice of the mer- 
chants of Holland, as that they might be aptly re- 

ſembled to Algier, Tripoli, Tunis, Sallee, &c. 
yet with this difference, that thoſe pirates being Culen- 
inhabitants there, do take the goods of the Dutch burgh, 
by force, and carry them away as good and lawſul Vyanen. 
prize. Whereas on the other ſide, our inhabitants, r. = 
or ſtrangers, having by fraud gotten ſome mer- ſible ar- 
chants goods into their power, can ſecure them in amples for 
their own monarchical cities, to the prejudice Holland. 
t 


. 
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the honeſt · Hollander, they giving but ſome part of 
their treacherqus, booty to the ſervants of juſtice. 
But in both caſes, whether by; force at ſea, or by 
deceit, and ſuch undue countenance or protection 
given to cheats by land, the Holland merchants 
are equally ſure to loſe their goods. And there- 
fore we have no reaſon to expect an amendment in 
Juſtice. under the government of a ſingle perſon 
or monarch, to the benefit of the trade of the in- 

| habitants in general. IK 

_ des And thoꝰ colonies would be very uſeful for mo- 
by m- narchs, thereby to caſe themſelves. of their dif- 
narchs,and contented people, which daily increaſe by their 
ifs d:fen- rigorous government; yet is it true, that the old 
4 monarchical lands are thereby more depopulated, 
and improve not ſo much by foreign traffick and 
navigation as republicks uſe to do. Beſides, ge- 
nerally kings and princes are too indigent and in- 
conſtant, and of too ſhort lives, to be at thoſe laſt- 
ing expences often required in erecting colonies, 
And when ſuch colonies. are planted, if they be 
not ſtrong enough to defend themſelves againſt 
any foreign power, it is not rationally to be ex- 
pected that the indigent, mutable, and mortal 
prince will out of his o purſe protect ſuch fo- 
reign colonies by vaſt expences, and continual care 
for the common good of his people, and to the 
prejudice of his courtiers: ſo that the ſame, .for 
the moſt part, under ſuch a government would 
fall to ruin, and tend to the great loſs of the inha- 
„ N * N | 

13:3; Againſt; which reaſons, it cannot rationally be 
not refuted jected, chat the Portugueſe, Spaniſh and: Enghſb 
by the Por- calonies;in.the Indies have had better progreſs.and 
tugal, Spa- ſucceſs than ours; and conſequently, that repub- 
3 * licks are neither ſo inclinable, nor lit for . the 
" bat. * planting; and preſerving of colonies, as monarchies 
are; ſeeing thofe monarchs have borne little ws no 
charges 
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ae towards the planting and defending wo 


115 in anſwer to this, we may with truth affirm, 1 1 
that the ſubjects of the ſaid monarchs are governed b 
with more ſevefity in their native country, than wery 4ierle 
in the Indies. And moreover, the people in 4e he c- 
thoſe colonies enjoying every where a greater free- ns 
dom to plant lands, and exerciſe traffiek, than in 
their on country, they a re excited alone by that, 
and not put into any better capacity to erect or 
improve” —_ colonies, by the act or favour of 
their princ 

It is kkewiſe certain, that the inhabitants of Or Indis 
Holland enjoy a much ſofter or milder govern- companies 
ment than they do in the Indies, where our privi- 9 only have 
leged companies, by their ſingle generals and go- — 1 
vernours, do rule over ſome particular cities and — 
lands with a monarchical ſeverity, and oft- times 
deſpotically; not by way of laws, and general 
commands, but by ſeparate or different commands 
and declarations: and moreover, they have there 
the trade to themſelves,” with excluſion of all the 
other inhabitants. 80 that it appears, that this 
letting and incumbring of our colonies in the In- 
dies, ought not to be aſcribed to the free govern- 
ment of Holland, but to thoſe privileged compa- 
nies, and their monatchical government, as alſo 
to the monopolies in thoſe parts; or elſe to the 
ie of Orange, or his deputies of the generality, 
by following whoſe counſel or command the We- 
Baie company have ſo weakned themſelves, that 
they have not been able to maintain that colon 
they begun. 

All that has been ſaid being found true under a 93, fe 
monarchy, and. well — > I ſuppoſe none a mot 
vill be fo fooliſh as to believe, that kings or their 47 4 be 
Fd. and courtiers, will out of their own 4 
purſes ſer out ſhips to clear the ſeas, for an 

0 
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of the merchant ; I ſay, out of their own purſes ; 
for ſeeing all that is by monarchs levied from the 
ſubject, comes into their own purſe, to manage ag 
they pleaſe ; and thoſe ſums go not into the pub. 

Becauſe lick treaſury, wherein no perſon has a particular 
thoſe prin- intereſt, but muſt be employed only for the fer. 
ces would x ice of the country; the difference between mo- 
8. narchies and republicks is in this reſpect ſo great, 
oney out | 

of their that none can ſhew us any monarch that ever kept 
own pur- the ſeas clear, only for the benefit of the mer- 
ſes. © chant. On the contrary it is certain, that during 
on — dur ſtadtholders government, when we poſſeſſed 
. a ſhadow of freedom, the monies that were re- 
ceived of the merchant, applicable only for clear- 
ing the ſeas, were very often wreſted from the 
admiralties for the uſe of unneceſſary land armies, 
and not to the profit of Holland nor the merchant, 
while 1n the interim the honeſt inhabitants. ſhame- 

fully loſt their ſhips at ſea. 
But Hol. {aftly, It is evident, that monarchies of them- 
—_ ſelves are more ſubject to wars than republicks, 
ling ino Whether, by inheritances, or to ſecure their rela- 
ab tions, or to aſſiſt them in the conqueſts of foreign 
countries. And moreover, theſe princes and cap- 
tains- general are much more inclined to war than 
republicks: inſomuch, that they often are the 
aggreſſors, or pick a 2 to make glorious 
conqueſts ; .and at the ſame time by their forces, 
which they have in readineſs, they cauſe all their 
great Cities to be curb'd and. made'to bow to them 
with the greateſt humility, or to render themſelves 

\ ſo neceſſary to their republick or ſtate, that they 
cannot be diſbanded, * Fe 


* Quod fi regum, atque imperatorum animi yirtus in pace 
ita ut in bello valeret, zquabilius atque conſtantius ſeſe es 
humane haberent, neque aliud alio ferri, mutati, & miſcen 
omnia cernetes. Sall:ft: ' | 1120 9) 
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And as to alliances with foreign nations and Make bad 
xentates, it is clear, that if Holland were go- ares. 
yerned by a ſingle perſon, or his favourites and 
courtiers, he might eaſily; either by ambition or 
foreign coin, de moved to make very hurtful of- 

fenſive alliances: fince ſuch a ſingle governor of 
Holland would for his great naval power upon all 
oecaſions be ſought to by countries and potentates 

far and near for that ene. 

Laſtly, a king, or prince of Holland, would 4% conti 
not haſten his own ruin, by fortifying the great -ue unfor- 
cities of Holland, and exerciſing their inhabitants 2d and 
in arms, to repel other forces as well as his own 1 
whereof, I ſuppoſe, T have ſpoken ſufficiently. Which ous 
But in caſe any man ſhould yet doubt of this, I carb b 
ſhall affirm, that formerly our earls have demo- faughe , 
liſhed many of the caſtles and ſtrong holds of the 4 1 
gentry, even when the ſtrength of Holland con- wg a 
fiſted in them. And further, to break the genre. 
ſtrength of the gentry, in whom only (conjointly 
with the earls) the lawful government of this re- 
publiek firſt conſiſted, they have from time to 
time, and eſpecially ſince the year 1200, built 
ſeveral cities in Holland, and given freedom to the 4% 5 
inhabitants of certain places and towns of the ad-/rai/ng ci- 


. 


jacent open countries, or even to foreigners, who #*- 3 
would come and dwzll in thoſe cities, and have 5, 
freed them when they had dwelt" therein a year „gbr l. 
and a day, from the vaſſalage they were under to 2. s 
their lords, or even to our own gentry ; and like- ]. s 
viſe freed ſuch inhabitants from all taxes due to“ - 
the earls, and from the juriſdiction of bailiffs 

with their aſſiſtants, and other perſons," and from 

the domination of others. And thoſe earls did, 
ſpecially in thoſe days, indulge che ſaid cities, by 

giving them privileges, viz. that their ſchouts, 

and ſchepens ſhould be free of thoſe cities, and 

that they ſhould make their own laws and ſtatutes, 
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for all their freemen z according to which, the 
aid inhabitants (by their fellow-citizens, ſchoutz 


| And . 
JSuffered 


the cities to 


and ſchepens, with thoſe who were before choſen 
by the earl according to his pleaſure, or out of a 
great number of men nominated to him, by the 
people) were to have juſtice done tem. 

And tho” thoſe —— did moreover continue 
maſters of their own money, proviſion and arms, 
and by virtue of that natural equity did, with. the 
inhabitants, chuſe by plurality of voices, ſome of 
the freemen their own counſellors and burgo-mal- 
ters, to order and govern the government, trea- 
ſury and militia of their own city; yet the inha- 
bitants of the cities might not, tho; at their own 
charge, ſet up gates and walls to preſerye their 


be walld. cities, but with the ſpecial favour and. privilege of 


the earls, which was obtained commonly againſt 
their own true intereſt, by giving money to thoſe 
. laviſh and indigent earls, whoſe deſign was not 
to ſtrengthen, thoſe cities, as the caſtles of the gen- 
try had been, but to bring the old powerful gentry. 
to their bow, by the number of thoſe G 
able freemen. 

And hence proceeded. the difference 1 


TI walled and unwalled cities in Holland, as alſo that the 


- . © "thro? this freedom, did totally burn and deſtroy 
But ta boat Vroonen, Gaſpaarn, Luick, &c. and pull'd down 


earls of Holland being afterwards jealous. of their 
: 'walled cities, by reaſon of their increaſing power, 


down their the gates of Utrecht, Delft, N Yeiſteyn, Alkmarr, 


walls, 


c. with ſpecial command to the citizens never 
to ſet them up again. And this is that which 
Pontus Henuterus, a friend of thoſe earls, and 
princes, did acknowledge of our earl, Charles of 
of Burgundy, namely, that he as earl of Flan- 
_ had e. reſolved to make of che Kar 


* : 
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and potent city of Gent, a very weak and ſmall - \\ 


town, that it might not oppoſe its ear] any more. \ 
Wherefore I again conclude, that Holland by ſuch *'_.. 
a monarchical government, according to the true 
intereſt of ſuch a head, will not be more ſtrength- . 


ned, but rather weakned, and bereft of its ſtrength. | 


CHAP. II. 


Wherein is examined, whether the reaſons al- 
ledged in the two preceding chapters, receive 
any confirmation from experience. 


AVIN G thus laid before you the true inte- 
H reſt of the republican and monarchical go- 
vernments, relating to manufactures, fiſheries, trat- 
fick, and ſhipping, and their dependencies ; it is ne- 
ceſſary that we relate hiſtorically what hath happened 
as to thoſe maxims of our ſtate, both in republican 
and monarchical governments, that ſo the reader 
may ſee, whether our former reaſonings can be con- 
firmed by experience. In order to this, it is very 2 
neceſſary to obſerve, that to the beſt of my knuw-- 
ledge, merchandizing, and the general ſtaple of 
traffick, and publick exchange-banks were never 
found, or continued long under a monarchical or 
princely government. So that manufactures, fiſh- 
eries, traffick and navigation have thriven very 
little in thoſe monarchical lands of America, Aa, 2009 
and Africa, and that the great and ſtrong cities of 5 ;.... 
thoſe lands, have been enlarged by the reſidence of 5:4 has 
great monarchs courts, and conſequently by the ex- ven 
hauſting, plundering, and ſacking of all adjacent 3 
countries, whether of enemies, or their own ſub- ag, and 
jects. Which we may perceive by the cities of Africa. | 
Cuſco, Quito, and Mexico, &c. in America; as Sze Acoſta 
alſo in the Afatict great cities of Japan, China, Y yy cog 
7 ods, de and. lll, by Morocco, Fez, Je- ri. © 


Aa 2 ruſalem, 


* 
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The atlas yuſalem, Ninive, Cairo, and other great eities dh 
of , the coaſts of Europe, or in Afia and Africa. 

Martians * Moreover Hiſtory tells us, that the flower of 
of China. the traffick of theſe mighty countries is no where 
And not at found but in republicks, as don, Tyre, Carthape, 
all but in Banda, Amboyna, 8c. and that traffieit hath ex 
— ceedingly flouriſhed in thoſe lands, only fo long 
as they enjoyed their free government, But becauſe 

theſe three firſt places are known. to be the firſt and 

moſt antient trafficking cities of the world, I ſhall 
therefore ſpeak particularly of don and Tyre, ſup. 

poſing it will not diſpleaſe the reader to touch on 

them, ſeeipg thoſe matters are not much, known 

abroad, and yet are very uſeful to confirm what 

we haveadvanced, * 8 
Sydon being a city in Syria, upon a coaſt abound- 

ing with fiſh, and good havens, tho? without ti- 

vers, built by Sydon a grandſon of Cham, who was 

ſon to Noah, was in the earlieſt times that we have 

Gen- 10, any notice of, a merchantile or trafficking city, which 
according to the Fewiſh computation of time, 'was 

in the year 2500 after the creation of 'the world; 

Joſh. 11. and in the*time'of Foſhua was ſo improved, that 
it was termed, the great city of Sydon. Aid it ap- 

Judg. 18. Pears that 220 years after, iz. in Sampſor*s time, 
it was a very plentiful, ſtrong, and well fortified 

city, whoſe inhabitants lived in profound peace and 

. fafety in a free republick, having no king or ſo- 
vereign head over them, which might have weak- 
ned them. And about 2 10 year after Sampſon, 
the Sydonians were much commended by Homer tor 

ED ; : reat artiſts. © | * 1 a . ; May” * . 
Iſa. 23. And that Sydon afterwards in the time of the pro- 
Ezek. 16, phet Iſaiah, and Ezekie! (who lived the fitſt about 
27, 28. 180 years after Homer, and the laſt ahoùt 225 
years after Iſaſab) was very famous for her trat- 
fick, we may ſee in their prophecies. Now this 

city of Sydon having flouriſhed above a 
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and raiſed many colonies, it was about the year 
3590 after the creation, beſieged by Artaxerxes 
Ocbus king of Perſia, with a mighty land army, 
300 galleys, and goo ſhips of burden by ſea, till 
they were betrayed by the chief head of the repub- 
lick Tennis, as alſo by their general Mentor. So 4 
that the Sydonians ſeeing no way to eſcape, and 2 14 
bearing a deadly hatred to a general ſlavery or don, aber 
monarchy, they ſet their own city on fire, wherein it was a 
40000 of their inhabitants periſhed; and the king ge 
of Perfia ſold the ' rubbiſh of this incredibly rich Biod. Sie 
city for many talents. And yet we read in Q. 1. 16. 
Curtius, that Sydon about 25 years after, became 
very conſiderable again; when as the head of the ,,,..... 
lick Strato, having firſt joined with Darius iis heads of 
king of Per/ia, was afterwards compelled by the he repab- 
people to yield up the place to Alexander the Grear, Fit /af? 
who in the room of Strate ſet up an inconſiderable- a r 
perſon called Abdalonimus, giving him power of 
life and death over the citizens, | 
But in regard Alexander ſoon after died, and his 
monarchy was ſo rent and divided under his ſeveral 
chief commanders, that moſt of all the republicks 
by him conquered, recovered their freedom; we 
may therefore ſuppoſe the Sydonians did the ſame: $trabo lib. 
for Sgrabo, who lived about 340 years after, ſays, 1. Geog. 
that Sydon was in all reſpects comparable to Tyre in 
greatneſs, {kill in navigation, and many other ſci- 
ences and arts relating to traffick. And in regard 
he writes at large of theſe two cities at once, it may 
be underſtood of the Sydonians, who are by him 
ſpoken of in common, tho? with more regard to 
thoſe of Tyre, viz. That they were not only left to 
their freedom in the time of the old kings of Phe. Lib-16.ib. 
nicia, and had their own government; but that 
under the- Romans, by. giving a ſmall ſum of mo- 
ney, they preſerved their liberty. 
| Aa 3 » During 
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|; During the reign of the Roman emperors there 

was little mention of Sydon, nor yet in the time of 

the Saracens afterwards, or of the Chriſtian kings 

of Syria, ſave that that city was taken, ſometimes 

1: h al! by one, and ſometimes by another, till at laſt with 
its trade their hereditary prince, formerly tributary to the 
by fea, Saracens, and the Mamalukes of Cairo, they were 


TEL upon the ſame conditions brought under 'the mo- 
| narchy of the Turks, about the year of Chriſt 


a monarch 
1517. 


, 


And thoꝰ fince its old flouriſhing ſtate, viz. about 
the year 600 after Chriſt's birth, the ſilk- worms in 
thoſe parts, and afterwards the Turkiſh yarn came 
to be known; ſo that now much filk is found 
there, and in the adjacent places of Begbaſar and 
Angori, much of the yarn of goats-hair is ſpun, and 
therefore they are able to ſet up a much more con- 
ſiderable traffick and navigation, by means of the 
manufacturies and fiſheries: yet on the other ſide 
it is certain that Sydon now yields no manufacture: 
of their own, nor ſhips, nor traffick, becaufe the 
inhabitants under the preſent monarchical govern- 
ment could not peaceably poſſeſs their wealth, and 
follow their trades ; infomuch that moſt of their 
traffick in raw filk is now driven by ſtrangers, who 
have their own conſuls, and are always ready to 
depart from thence, when by the government they 
find themſelves too much oppreſſed : and it is faid, 
that there are continually at leaſt 200 French factors 
that reſide there to manage that important ilk 

trade. of, 
Tyre lying within ſixteen Engliſb miles of Sydon, 
was firſt built upon the continent; from hence 
the inhabitants fled to an iſland lying within a quar- 
ter of a mile of it, to withdraw themſelves from 
the attempts of the 1/raelizes who were then pol- 
ſeſſivg the land of Canaan under the conduct of 
Joſbua, where they built Tyre, who by taking . 
* & ; 
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the purple fiſh which were moſtly in thoſe ſeas, and 4, Tyrus 
thereupon dealing in the dying of purple, making e 
of garments after the manner of Tyre, and traffick- ie. 
ing or uſing navigation, became ſo famous during / lng asit 
their free government, as you may ſee in the holy #eprire free 
ſcriptures, where Tyre is faid to be a crown of 8" 
glory, or pearl of cities, and her merchants princes, Josh. 19. 
and her traders the nobleſt of thoſe lands. That 

city and the traffick thereof, is likewiſe mentioned |. 

by Ezekiel, of whoſe ruin he likewiſe propheſied, Enck. b. 
which happened after it had flouriſhed 880 years, 26,27,28. 
about 3360 years after the creation; at which time: 
the king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, after thirteen 
years ſiege, took the ſaid city and deſtroyed it. 

We read alſo, that about this time the men of 
Tyre had in their republick two officers called Suf- 
fetes, or yearly burgomaſters and rulers, who ſerved 
in the chief magiſtracy : and that this republick 
ſoon after got its head above water again; for 
about the year of the world 3615, and when about 
255 years were expired,v/z.in the time of Cexander 
the Great, it was according to Q; Curtius, and Q. Curt. l. 
Diodorus Siculus, the greateſt and moſt renowned 4 Diod. 
city of all Syria ; and ſo confiderible in reſpect of 
its navigation, that the people and council of Tyre 
had the courage to repulſe that victorious comman- 
der from their city, which in no leſs than ſeven 
months ſiege, and incredible oppoſition, was at. 
laſt overpowered and burnt, and almoſt all the in- 
habitants were either deſtroyed or fold. Neverthe- 
leſs the men of Tyre, in a fhort time after the death 
of Alexander the Great, by means of their old free 
government, diligence and frugality, arrived to 
their former power and riches. We likewiſe read Juſt. 1.18. 
in S/rabo, that this city of Tyre during their repub- Strab. 
lican government, and in the proceſs of 350 years 178“ 
after, arrived at its antient luſtre and riches, by 
means of traffick and navigation. a 

| Aaz4 And 
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And tho' the emperor Septimus Severus about 
170 years after ſacked the city of Tyrus, and de. 
moliſhed it, yet Ulpianus about thirty years after 

this tells us, namely about 220 years after Chriſt, 


Dig l. o. That Tyre, his native City, was an ally of the 
Tit. 15. l. 1 Roman empire, and was very conſiderable and 
* mighty for war. And that they of Tyre had 
c obtained of the emperor Alexander Severus, the 
« right of the free citizens of Italy; and according 
23s a free ſtate had power of chuſing and making 
Her that their own laws and magiſtrates, And to this 
it oft all day Tyre hath been expoſed to all the ſame ac- 
its traffick. cidents by monarchical governments, which thoſe 
lands were ſubject to in the following times of the 
Saracens, Chriſtians, and Turks, which we before 
mentioned at Sydon: ſo that Tyre is now inhabited 
by almoſt none but ſtrangers and merchants, who 
for ſome ſmall time reſide there; among whom are 
many Frenchmen that deal in filk. _ * 
Q.Curt. 1. And thus we ſee theſe two republicks loſt their 
4. Strabo. traffick and navigation, not by wars or earthquakes, 
1,16. by which they were more than once overthrown 
5 and ruined; but by the loſs of their free govem- 
ment, whereas otherwiſe they as often reſettled 
themſelves, And in what condition thoſe two ci- 
: ties are at this time, we may be inform'd by the 
As is ſeen travels of that worthy Engliſh writer Sandys, who 
22 * ſays, “ That the Emer, or hereditary prince of 
5. og „ ** Sydon and Tyre, was ſprung from the old French 
214 that went thither with the Chriſtian king Godfrey 
« de Bouillon to conquer the holy land; who be- 
ſides ſeveral taxes and impoſts he exacted of his 
s ſubjes, takes the fifth part of their revenue.” 
And tho? he takes for cuſtom but three per cent. of 
foreign merchants for their imported and exported 
goods, yet we may eaſily obſerve how little traffick 
and navigation can proſper there, ſeeing, as Mr. 
Sandys ſays, The ſaid Chriſtian tributary nt 

| nam 
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« named Facardyn, keeps continually in his ſer- 
« yice forty thouſand ſoldiers, and lately, viz. in 
« 1611, cauſed falſe Holland lion dollars to be 
« coined, and made them paſs.current in receipts 
« and payments as if they had been made of 
good alloy; and that it is uſual with him to ſeize 
« the goods of merchants. that die there, yea even 
« the goods of foreign factors, ſo that the right 
« owners, Or inheritors cannot get them out of his 
« hands, unleſs they agree to pay him half the 
« yalue. And beſides, thoſe cities are wholly un- 
« fortified, having, only a caſtle ſor the prince to 
« keep his court in.“ It is not therefore to be 


wondred at what Sandys ſays, That theſe two 


cities are ſo ruined, that they ſcarce retain a 
« ſhadow of their antient grandeur and renown ; 
« therefore they deſerve to have no more ſaid of 
them.? . 12 ns | 

I ſhould leave off here, bur that I foreſee it will 
be objected, That Sydon had gertainly one ſupreme 
viſible head of their republick. And beſides, the 
kings of Tyrus are by ſacred and profane hiſtory re- 
preſented as very famous: from whence we. may 
conclude, that ſuch a government very well conſiſts 
with the. flouriſhing of trade and navigation, I 
I anſwer, that the faid hiſtories do clearly inform 
us, that the ſaid ſovereign princes of Sydon, namely 
Tennis, Mentor and Strato, were in their reſpec- 
tive times the ruin of Tyrus. And as to the king 
whom Diodorus Siculus, and Arrianus report in 
in their hiſtories to have been in Tyrus when Alex- 
ander the Great beſieged that city, the learned af- 
firm, that 'tis a miſtake, and muſt be underſtood 
of Sydon, and its laſt government, 

And that we may clearly expound what the holy 
ſcripture ſpeaks of the kings of Tyre, without con- 
tradicting what I affirm of their being a free ſtate, 


| ſhall tranſlate a paſſage out of the z6ch 1 
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that authentick 1 writer Strabo; and the rather, ſince 
T conceive that the ſtate of theſe two republicks are 
there well expreſs d. Next to Sydon, Tyre, ſays 
be, is the greateſt and oldeſt city of Phenlcia, 


may be compared with it for  largeneſs, beauty 


and antiquity, and is famous in many hiſtories, 


And tho poets extol Sydon more, 'yea and fo far, 
that Homer makes no mention of Tyre at all; 


yet is Tyre by its colonies extending as far as 
Africa and Spain, without the ſtraits of Gibral. 
ter, become more famous. So that theſe cities, 


both now as well as of antient times, are ſo emi- 


nent for gallantry, luſtre, and antiquity, that at 


this day it is unqueſtioned which of them oughtto 
be accounted the chief city of Phænicia. Hdon 
lies on a ſea-haven, on the continent; but Tre 
is an iſland, and is almoſt as well inhabited as 
Aradus ; it is joined to the continent by a bank 


or cauſey made by Aerander when he beſieged 


this city. It has two havens, one of which was 


called the incloſed haven, the other named the 
Egyptian, or open haven. It is ſaid, that the 


houſes here have more ſtories than thoſe at Rane, 
and therefore that city was ſometimes well nigh 


deftroyed by earthquakes, as it was by Alexander. 
But it 5 all thoſe diſaſters, and reſtored 


it ſelf by means of its ann, wherein, as 


alſo for its purple dye, thoſe of Phenicia ex- 
ceeded all other nations. The purple of Bre 
is accounted the beſt, and that fiſhery lies very 


near them, as do all the other neceſſaries for 
dying; and tho? the great number of dyers made 


the city uneaſy to other inhabitants, yet the 


were thereby enriched. They did not only un- 
der their kings preſerve their own free ſtare, 

power of making what laws they pleaſed, but 
alſo, among the Romans, who for a ſmall tri- 


„ yagantly 
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« yagantly honoured by them. How powerful 


large colonies.” .' So much of Tyrus. 
« and excellent arts, whereof Homer alſo ſpeak- 


eth; they are moreover renowned for their phi- _ 


« -Joſophy, aſtronomy and arithmetick, having 


« begun it upon obſervations and failing by night: oy 
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« they were at ſea, appears by their numerous and nia. v9 
« The Sydonians are famous for their manifold 


for thoſe two arts are proper for traffick and 


navigation. It's faid the Egyptians found out 


« the meaſuring of land, which is needful to ſet 
limits and bounds to every man's ground, When 


* the overflowing of the Nile deſtroys the land- 
« marks. It is believed, that this art came to 
« the Greeks from the Egyptians, as the Grecians 
« learned aſtronomy and arithmetick from the 
* Pheniciansz and all the other parts of philo- 
* * ſophy may be fetch'd out of thoſe two cities: 
« yea if we may believe Paſſidonius, that ancient 
learned piece (de Atomis) concerning the indi- 
« viſible parts of all bodies, was written by NM 
* chus a Sydonian, who lived before the Trojan 
„war. But I ſhall let theſe old things pals and 
e ſay, that in our time Boetbius, with whom we 
« practiſed Hrifotle*s philoſophy, and his brother 
% Diodorus, both excellent philoſophers, were 
« Sydonians. Antipater was of  Thrus, as alſo 
« Apollonius, a little before our time, who made 
« a catalogue or liſt of all the philoſophers, and 
“ of the books of Zeno, and of all them that 
“followed his philoſophy.” Thus far Strabo. 
I thall now turn to the other republicks of Aa: 
amongſt which thoſe ſmall iſlands of Banda and 
Amboyna are very remarkable, becau ſe they were 
formerly governed in an ariſtocratical manner by 
the moſt conſiderable inhabitants of thoſe reſpective 
iſlands; which during that government drove ſo 


great a trade 1 m their ſpices, of eloves, mace, nut- 


megs, 
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Orot. megs, and the return and dependencies of them, 
— that tho the third part of the ſpices were not carried 
bitants of by ſhipping to Calicut, that great ſtaple or ſtore. 
Banda and houſe of India; and being fold, were carried to 
Amboyna Baſſora, and from thence to Cairo, with caravans; 
a and laſtly from thence tranſported to Europe by 
— — Mipping : nevertheleſs the ſultans of Syria and 
republican Egypt, through whoſe lands the ſame were brou glu 
gevern- bither, as alſo. the cloves of the Molucca Manch 
ment. were wont to receive yearly above eighty thouſand 


— ducats for cuſtom; ſo that the ſaid iſlands flouriſbel 


Orot. l. 11. then in, riches. 
But in 1512, when the Portugueſe Grſt navigated 


thoſe ſeas, and afterwards fought with the people 
of Banda, the inhabitants were ſo terrified by theſe 
new people, and their unheard of military = that, 
conceiving themſelves unable to withſtand that for- 
.midable,.outlandiſh power, they raſhly. agreed to 
elect out of their own people the moſt conſiderable 
for their better defence, and thereby im- 
mediately loſt much of their freedom; and: after- 
ward they were, partly by the jealouſy they had of 
each other, - viz. of the free inhabitants againſt theit 
reſpective heads, and of ſuch ſuperiors among 
themſelves; and being in part likewiſe overcome 
by the Portugueſe, they were at length e to 
ſubmit to that foreign yoke. 
And laſtly, there was ſome freedom Rill remain- 
ing in. thoſe 2 when the Netberlanders that 
were enemies to the Portugueſe began to frequent 
them; and theſe people of Banda, who greatly af. 
fect their liberty, looked upon the Dutch as angel 
ſent from heaven to defend them, and to deliver 
the, other iſlands from the laavery of the Portu- 
gueſe. For which end the natives entered into al- 
liances with us for common defence; covenanting, 
Grot. that we might not only build houſes, and ware- 
Hiſt. ib. n and dwell * to trade in their n 
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but expreſiy agreeing that they of Banda and — 8 | 
boyna ſhould ſell their ſpices to no other 


whence proceeded. alf that uſually happens with 
weak ftates or potentates call in too powerful afſi- 


ſtants, biz. that not only the Portugueſe loft their 


power over theſe iftands, but the natives loft theit 

free government and trade, and ate no under the 
dominion of the Dutch Eaſt: India company. It is 
alſo very obſervable, that the ſpices of thoſe lands, ww PRI 
when brought into E by way of Portigul, wa, under 
produced yearly to the king above two huridred a iſerably 
chouſand ducats. But the Td iſlaads being ruif' deer. 
by the forces of the Portugueſe, and thoſe of the * bh 
Dutch Eaft- India company, and the faid company 
deſtroying their ſpices & Which produced too great a 


ntity for them to vent, their plenty by degrees 
Keaydd, and their commerce is now mightily di- 


miniſhed, as we underſtand by the Mito of 
India, and from thoſe that have beth lately there. 
Hitherto J have at large infiſted upon the cauſes T5 city of 
of the ruin of traffick, and navigation in the repub. ee 
licks before mentioned, becagſe they were . 
not common. But ſeeing the caſes of the following | 
republicks,” together with their navigation and ws, [7rd #6 
merce, are ſufficiently known by moſt men, I ſhall 7 
uſe no more words about them than may ſerve 00. 2 — 
the purpoſe we aim at. It is well Kin that the 
city of Carthage was built by a colony from Tyrus, 
about the year of the world 2940; and that it was 
governed by its own free vom government, un- 
dertwo Suffetes, or yearly burgomaſters, and judges, 
who jomtly for that time 505 6 ſupreme magiſtrates, 
and hat a council conſiſting of ſome hundreds of ß 
perſons, without atly fupretne head; and about 
doo years fucceſſiyely was very fambus for navig. 
tion and commerce, and became incredibly weal- a 
thy and populous. So that after the ſaid republick ang 
city by manifold wars, and eſpecially by its laſtt 
a gainſt 
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* . a * Romans, had loſt an infinite number of 
burghers in ſeveral unfortunate battels, and was near 
its ruin, yet by what Strabo credible teltifieth, 
there were remaining in Carthage at leaſt ſeven 
hundred thouſand inhabitants, who alſo at the ſame 
time in a very ſhort ſpace, built and made an ex- 


traordinary number of ſhips, and arms. And be. 


4rd 1% 3, 96s, it is well known, that the Carthaginians, 
, living i in great plenty, were by their two  poy- 
the ſlavery erful nobility involvd in many wars, to make 
thereupon conqueſts, by which at laſt they, were ſo over borne 
follrwing, by the Romans, who were more warlike than hey, 
2 that Carthage was wholly deſtroyed; and tho i 
gation, Were afterwards rebuilt, and again ruined, yet being 
diveſted of its free government by the Roman,, 

and the ſucceeding monarchs, it was never aſter- 

wards famous for merchandize or navigation. 

Thoſe that deſire to know. more of Carthage, let 

them read; Juſtin, Diodorus, Polybius, Livy, 8 re. 

vo, and eſpecially Appianus Alexanarinus. 

Thus nt Afterwards, commerce and navigation did in- 
credible, flouriſh in the | Grecian republicks and 
trafic illands; amongſt which Athens and Rhoades... were 
of very confi le. And it deſerves our notice, 
Genn, that all that country, when under the Romans u 
their allys, did ſtill retain a great part of their go- 
vernment, together with, their commerce and navi. 


gation. hut loſt all after they were brought to ſub- 


mit to the ſucceediog, monarchs. 
1 After this, commerce, navigation and manufac 
Italians. tures, ſettlecl and continued in the Italian repub- 
licks, ſo long as they enjoyed their liberty. But 
Fiz. Mi- we may eaſily perceive, that Florence and Milan, 
lan, Flo- tho? they became the courts of monarchs or ſtadchol- 


rence, Pi- ders, did, much decreaſe in their commerce, during 
ſa &c. have 


Iaſt thei 
= * { "iſa under a free government WAS famous for oa 


trafick. reign trade, but now ſince its ſubjection has 
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ics commerce; and ſo in truth have all the. olch great Genoa, ' 
lialian cities ſince the loſs of their free government 1 
o that they are fallen almoſt to nothing, unleſs fire, 
where the princes or. ſtadtholder 8 by 72. tas a and liberty and 
the conſumption of their courts or l ye, trade, 

jn ſome meaſure prevented the, ſ 4 5 

boſe two; ill ſituated towns, Venice 

their free government, notwithſtanding c 10 Wand 

removal of the India trade, have preſet ved. their 
greatneſs, and traffick, as much as poſſible, and lit- 

tle Lucca keeps her trade ſtill. 

It's ny" that afterwards by the po ng of And the 
Pruſſia and Lieflandy; muah foreign; traffick and, Hans 
navigation ſettled in the Hans republicks; 2 1 
that all choſe that were not · able to hold and pr 
their freedom in former ages, loſt all their 8 
ſo. that Straelſond. Nie Stetin, Koningsberg. 
and other cities which are under a monarchical gu- 

verament, or have loſt their liberty, can expect 

vo more trade than what neceſſarily — an” aw 
their 0wn} ſituation. Whereas on the contrary, ..." '... 
Lubeck apd Hamburgh, with a free government, 0 
have had a greater trade and navigation than their 

ſituation, neceſſarily required. As we ſee it ſtill in 

Germany that Bremen, Embden, Munſter, &c. being 
continually. put to wreſtle, or contend with their 
prince or head, are much obſtructed in their trade; 

and that the traffick there could not keep its footing 

in any monarchical inland cities, but only in the 

free 22 duns, as ee. Ausburg, 

F r ankfor 4, &c. OH | 

In the Netherland, provinces it is manifeſt by. I. the... ; 
the mavufactures, fiſheries, and foreign traffick, Nether-: 
that commerce thrives beſt in free governments. eee 
For hen the earls or dukes were ſo. weak and ill- an a 
armed, that they were forced to ſubmit to thole gation * 
cities that flouriſhed by traffick, and could not op- Pa om. 
Fa _ true inteteſt of the 2 merchandize dnn 

IN onen A _ fouriſhed : — 1 
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2 flouriſhed : but when the earls or dukes became ſo 
powerful as to make war againſt the great trading 

Cities, cloth-trade, fiſhery and traffick, were by 
little and little driven out of the land. Thus about 
che year 1300, and after, the cities of Gens, Bruges, 
and IJpres loſt much of their trade in manufactures; 
and about the year 1490, the city of 'Brupes lo 
moſt of her trade by ſea, when the arch-duke Mar- 
imilian brought that town into ſubjection. And laſt. 
ly, all the other Flemiſb ſea- ports loft their fiſhery, 
when they were foreed to ſubmit to the king of 
Spain; and yet during our wars, they would ra. 
ther turn all their force to invade us by land, than 
beſtow their money to clear the ſeas for their own 
inhabitants, by which they could have done Holland 
and Zealand much more miſchief. mn of 
in Bra- Thus thoſe of Brabant alle, phrdcatarly in Brof 
—— 5e, ſels, Tienen and Lovain, loſt much of their trade in 
ama, manufactures about the years 1 300 and 1400; and 
did for- in the following age under the houſe of Burgunch, 
merly flou- when thoſe dukes were ſo powerful as to force thoſe 

. towns. Thus we ſaw in the following age, that the 

duke of Avujou being an illuſtrious prinee, and a 
eat warrior, was no” ſooner a duke of 
rabant, than the mighty merrantile city of Au- 
werp run a great hazard by the French fury of 

lofing all its traffick. And laſtly, it a&tually"loſt 
all its traffick by ſea about the year 138g, when 

Philip II. took the city by the prince of Parma: 

and built a caſtle with a Spaniſb garriſon there, with- 

out ever endeavouring to reſtore to N merchants 
Likewiſe their trade, by opening the Scheld. 7% 
in Holland Thus were moſt'of the antient cities of Hollow 
rote oppreſt; ſo long as they had their particular lords, 
thrive) © 'Who'tiſed to curb the cities, and open country, by 
whilf the forts and caſtles, but would not ſuffer them to be 
earlt ere walled and fortified-for the ſecurity! of the inhabi- 
Yeah... abt ; as appears by Haerlem, Deifr, Leyden, Am- 
| 2 Goude, Gorcum, &c. But thoſe cities — 

war 
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wards enjoying more freedom under their indigent 
unarmed earls, when they made uſe of them to over- 
wer the antient H9o//an1gentry and nobility, who 
Jikewiſe oppreſſed their ſmall cities; they did about 
the year 1300 begin to gain the Flemiſb and Bra- 
bant manufacturies, which forſook their places of 
ab2e 3 and they loſt moſt of them again about the 
yrar 1450, or ſoon after, when our earls and dukes 
of Burgundy were able by their forces to ſubdue all 
thoſe citys. And tho during'the laſt troubles, and 
compulſion in matters of religion, many Flemiſh 
and Brabant clothiers and merchants retired and 
{-ttled in Holland about the year 1586, yet were 
they preſently in great danger of being driven out 
again by the zealous, and ſcemingly pious activity 
of our D otherwiſe called the govern- 
ment of the earl of Jelceſter, who by the intereſt of 
the clergy with his courtiers, and Engliſb foldiery, 
endeavoured to make himſelf lord of the country: 
and for that end having reviled the ſtates, and the 
merchants for libertines, and deſpicable interlopers, 
ſued very pre judicial placaets againſt traffick and 


navigation; and laſtly, deſign'd by ſurprizal to n 


have taken and ſeized the three greateſt trading 


citys, viz. Amſterdam, Leyden, and Enchuyſen. 


So that if rhis governour and captain-general 4! /af tbe 
the ladt- 


had not perceived that our ſoldiery were incenſed % 
againſt the Exgliſb forces under him, and that the 1 
government of the land was by this means able to e Art. 
oppoſe him, by ſetting up another military head, ven eway 
whether it were count Hobenlo or count Maurice of „ „ 
Naſſau : and again, if this earl of Leiceſter had not 45 
ben a ſubject to queen Elizabeth of England, whoſe frevented, 
favour he much needed to make himſelf ſovereign 

here; and beſides, if . afterwards he had not found 

9 conſtrained to leave theſe lands by command 

vi the ſaid queen, he had certainly by this his mo- 


470 


Objedt. 


1618, but eſpecially in the year 1650, at which 
time the cities were brought under by our own hited 
military forces, as is yet trelh in memory. 


8 


Why Holland juffer'd no more Part fil 

narchical government, driven away our manufac. 
- turies, fiſheries, traffick, and navigation. 

The fame were afterwards in great danger under 


the ſucceeding captain-generals (when we might have 
had a peace) by the continual high convoy-monig, 
and the noleſs formidable piracies of the Dunkither; 
upon our inerchant-men and fiſhers, and alſo by the 
. needleſs and intolerable impoſts raiſed in the year 


K AN -- 
Reafons why the inhabitants of Holland wer: 
no more dammfied under the government 
the captains-general or ſtadtholders. 


Dur ſome may object, that all theſe reaſon I e 
and examples cannot weigh down a contra t 
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Holland example taken from ourſclves, vi. That Holland 1: 


proſpered 
under the 
conduct of 


captains 


having a governour for life, or a continued captain- v 
general, carrying on a conſtant war both by ſea I & 
Jand, with a great army in pay, obtained the trade li 


general ? which removed from Antwerp, and keeps it itill, MW v 


Thatduring the ſaid form of governmentHo//andhath 


Advanced itſelf in all ſorts of commerce, manufac- WW at 


ment ſeems to conſiſt very well with the intereſt of 


wards, there were in all thę adjacent countries much 


tures, fiſheries, and navigation, incomparably 2. 
bove all other adjacent countries, and eſpecially 
above Flanders and Brabant, where the trade of 
manufactures and traffick had ſome time before 
mightily flouriſhed: ſo that the ſaid form of govern- 


the country. Tho? this objection is perhaps ſuffici- 
ently refuted in the foregoing chapters, yet it will not 
be amiſs to anſwer it diſtinctly. 

; Firſt, it is to be noted in general, that at the 
tme when Antwerp loſt. its traffick, as alſo aftet- 


greater 


— 
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greater obſtruct ions to trade than in Holland, viz. That fun- 
among all the monarchs and princes, whoſe laviſh ny 
government. preys upon all burgers and peaſants, 5 ee. 
and Jays upon the merchant :he intolerable burdens 24 t ober 
formerly mentioned, without toleration of religion, , 
ſave only in Poland. And that in all the,republicks Name # 
on the Eaſtern ſea; and land cities, all ſtrangers — 
were, by the monopolies of the burgerſhip, and 1 gowern- 
guilds, excluded from traffick, from being owners ment of the 
of ſhips, and medling in manufactures; and beſides *74*ring 
they tolerated but one religion. So that at the be- Y 
ginning of the troubles eſpecially, there being no Ar the 
ſuch apprent monarchical government in Holland, outward 
but the ſhadow of liberty, the prince of Orange arne 
and his favourites, to encreaſe his party, and make 4 | 
them adhere more cloſe to him, continually boaſt- gera- 
ed that he had no other intent but to defend the ment. 
common freedom, and to encreaſc it in theſe coun- 
tries. And indeed there being at that time in Hol- 
land freedom of religion, burgerſhip, and guilds, - 
with ſmall charge of convoy and cuſtoms applicable 
to the clearing of the ſeas, which were then very 
little infeſted 4c is no wonder that traffick and nas 
vigation ſettled here. TT 

For it is evident, that all the forementioned vex · 
ations, viz. that violent oppreſſion of the lawful 
government, and all thoſe taxes with which the 
common inhabitants are now burden'd, were intro- 
duced gradually, and from year to year increaſed; 
ſo that they were heavieſt in the year 1650, in a 
profound peace, and likely to continue ſo for ever; = 28 
when the captain · general openly ſet himſelf againſt — 2 
his lawful ſovereign, and not only impioully tramp: chap. 1. 
ld upon his maſters that payed, him his wages, but 5 22. 
alſo upon the facred rights of the people, and their 
teprelentatives; ſix of whom from the cities of 
Dor, Haerlem, Delft, Horne, and Medemblick, 
legally appearing at the aſſembly of che ſtares of 

Bb2 | Holland 


— 
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Nep. hich might have enſued upon the people's mak- 
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"A Holland and Weſt-Friefland, his ſovereign, he dared 
to impriſon,, only for having the courage to re. 
faſe to keep on foot ſome taxes for maintenance of 
the ſoldiery ; which ſaid repreſentatives he re'caſed 

not till they had renounced all government in Hol. 

land: ſo that every one might ſee what a terrible thing 
a tyrannical monarch, prince during life, or ſtadr. 
holder was in Holland, and how little appearance 
there was, that the inhabitants of the country ſhould 
ever be eaſed of their taxes. ; 


20” 72 holders in particular; I ſay, ſeeing theſe lands un- 


captains der our firſt captain-general, prince Willam of 


general, or Orange, who was a prudent lord, were oblig'd to 


_ - fladthel- make war againſt their own puiſſant prince, who 


7 Lane was irreconcilable to the captain-general, he was 
one good , - * N ; . l 
or barm. in no condition of ſaving either his own life or 
And firſt as eſtate, but by promoting the proſperity of theſe 
zo prince ſmall countries as far as he was able, in order to 
liam keep his footing in them. For in caſe the faid 
awho placed 49h | 
his afety general had in thoſe days not been careful to gain 
in ſome the good will and affection of the rulers and inha- 
meaſure in hitants, by providing for their univerſal welfare 


Holland's and preſervation, he had certainly run the riſk, 


king their peace with their ſovereign; which how 
advantageous ſoever the terms might have been tor 
the captain general, yet it would neceſſarily have 

| drawn on his ruin ſooner or later. 
Ard after- Our ſecond captain-general, the earl of Leiceſter, 
beams ar proved ſo detrimental to us during his two year 


A 1 government, that if he had not ſtood in awe ofthe 


aubho did ſtates of Holland and Zealand, who were till obey'l 
wt fo: by prince William's lieutenant the count of Honels 
and had he not been afraid of the army, molt of 

whom were not Engliſh, and dreaded queen El. 

zabeth of England, he. would certainly, by con- 

tinuing ſuch maxims, have driven away our * 

17 | C 


. Secondly, as to the captains general, or ſtadt. 
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nourable memory, but his on maxims, or thoſe'gf 
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and republican government, and ruin'd the whole 
country. : | . ä 

As to our third captain- general, prince Maur ice, Prince 
it is confeſoꝰ d, that in the 187% year of his age, when —— 
he became ſtadtholder of Holland and Zealand, by: N 
the conduct chiefly of Jabn van Oldenbaruevelt z dient to 
and becauſe in his youth he followed that gentle- he fates, 
man's grave advice, and-obey*dhis maſtersthe ſtates, 7a 
he did them great ſervice, and help'd to conquer? 
many of the enemies cities in a little time, and with 
ſmall expence: but it is no leſs true, that the ſaid 
prince, eſpecially after the year r6co, being/32years 
of age and follow ing no longer the command of tho 
ſtates, nor the counſel of the ſaid Barnevelt; of ho- 


count William, he was hardly able, with much 
greater expence, to keep what he had gotten. 
At leaſt, as ſoon as the ſaid prince concei d that Ba g 
the countries under him could ſubſiſt -againſt the — — 
king of Spain, he not only neglected, but oppoſed 34% | 
and withſtood the welfare of the country, thinking . did... 
thereby to increaſe his own. Thus did he ſet him: rue 
ſelf ſo violently againſt the truce with Spain, that ber 
in the year 1608 he wrote to the particular cities 
and members of the government of Holland, and to 
Henry IV, of France, | contrary to the laws and 
order of the government, to pet {wade them and him 
againſt the treaty for a truce z yea, and threatned ta 
continue the war againſt the king of Spain, tho he 
ſhould have no aſſiſtance but that of Zealand only. 
Nor could the ſaid truce be concluded till arch duke 
Albert had firſt promiſed to pay him or his heirs Ses Nego- 
the ſum of three hundred thouſand guilders, to take tat. de {51 
him off from his unrighteous deſigns, or from his 
unjuſt pretenſions, as the ambaſſador Feanin wrote 
to Henry IV. and that the ſtates of theſe United Pra- 
vinces had moreover engaged to continue him, 


during the ſuſpenſion of arms, as they did- formerly | 
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im the war, in all his military offices, and other ad- 
vantages, which he receiv'd by the occaſion of 

the war, and likewiſe in all his annual ordinary 

and extraordinary ſalarics or entertainmenis; and 
moreover preſented him with a yearly' hereditary 
revenue of twenty five thoufand guilders, which at 
twenty years purchaſe would be fre hundred thou: 

ſand guilders, (fee the negotiations of Feanin, who 

as ambaſſador of France, was mediator in that treaty 

of truce,)And which is more, the ſaid captain- general 
proſecuting ſeverely ſcveral perſons under pretext of 
eſtabliſhing the true religion, the moſt zealous lovers 

of Hallandis welfare were forcibly turn'd out of the 
government, impriſoned, and flaughtcred, and many 

13 inhabitants driven out of the country. 

8 In the time of the 4% captain general or ſtadt. 

—— holder, the reader is deſired maturely to conſider, 

c. whether for twenty years together the clearing of 


Under - | the ſeas, in as much as it concerned the fiſheries; 
— manufactures, traffick and navigation of Holland, 


ment all was not deſignedy neglected: and cherefore whilſt the 
Holland Dunkirkers were very ſtrong, and did us much da- 
merchant mage by ſea, thoſe monies where withdrawn from 
* an the admiralties of Holland, which were neceſſarily 
were deſigned for ſeour ing the ſeas, and levied for that 
continua end on goods imported and expotted. And more- 

82 over, we have ſeen thoſe manifold impoſts raiſed, 
5 29 all the forces of the land made uſe of, and alſo incre- 
He fought dlible ſums of money taken up at intereſt,” to make 
continue conqueſis as advantage ous for the captain ger eral as 
« charge- ever, they were hurtful and chargeable: for Holland. 
2 22 And how little the captain-general, or he Who, in 
pen, teſpect af his great age and unfitneſs, had then the 
«vas con- adminiſtration, and really ruled in his ſtead, was in- 
eluded at clined-to this preſent peace with Spain, appears by 


— this, that in the year 1646, the 25h of Auguſt, 


5. 233. Monſieur Knut made a report to the prince, and 
g ſſured him, that he had covenanted at ** 
2 1 1 3 . of 


Tj 
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for his own or his lady's particular ſatisfaction, to 
have the value of upwards of five millions of guil- . 

ders. Which if true, we may perceive that in the 

ſaid private treaty of peace by the prince of Orange, 

his pretenſions that were annihilated at the charge Nai 
of the King of Spain, ſerved only for a cloke to his c/andeftine 
frivolous actions, that under pretext of a treaty he 1 
might gain the lordſhips of Montfort, Seuen bergen 4 
and Turnhout, with the caſtle called Bank of Schoen- pim/elf. 
broek; as likewiſe a yearly increaſe of revenue of © 
more lorſhips, to a very confiderable ſum. 

And how much the exchanging of ſome meaner 
lordſhips belonging to the prince of Orange, has 
tended by a fair pretext to gain the mighty ſtrong, 
city and marquiſate of Bergen op Zoom, may be 
gueſſed, if jr be obſerved that the counteſs of Ho- 
benſolern, being unwilling to quit her right to the 
marquiſate, and he in the mean while dying, the 
executors of the ſucceeding, and now: reigning 
prince of Orange, in QFober 1651, adjuſted with. 
the king of Spain upon that point, viz, that the 
prince of Orange ſhoyld continue in poſſeſſion of 
all thoſe lorſhips which by exchange were covenan- 
ted to him, and moreover ſhould receive in money 
the ſum of two hundred thouſand guilders; and 5 
months after the ſigning of the covenant, three hun- 
dred thouſand guilders more; and laſtly, beſides 
theſe five hundred thouſand guilders, a yearly. rent 
of eighty thouſand guilders for twenty years t come. 

So that it ſeems by this covenanted exchange of 
ſome lordſhips againſt the marquiſate of Bergen a- 
lone, the ſaid prince ſhould receiye the value of + 
twenty one hundred thouſard guilders. 

And therefore it is evident, that the king of Ofthe king 
Spain has been oblig d ro do much to move the 9 Spain's, 
frince. in particular to agree to this preſent peace 3 
which for many years has been ſo frequently offer. 

d to. Holland by the king, and was ſo neceſſary 


: BY4 | * 
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for us: as thoſe continual and extraordinary rob- 
beries of the Dunkirkers, and the taking of cut 
fiſh-rmen in great numbers, and our exhauſted and 
indebted treaſury do at this day teſtify. But if 
nevertheleſs it ſhould be objected, that it is lawful 
and commendable for any man, and conſequently 
for the prince of Orange, to obſtruct a peace which 
would be diſadvantageous to himſelf, and after- 
wards during the treaty of Munſter privately to co- 
venant with the enemy of this ſtate . his particular 
profit, to obtain as much as poſſibly he could, 1 
deſire it may be obſerved, that the Rates of Holland 
and Weſt Fritſtand give qe another conſtruction 
2 1- of this affair, 2. 
e That when Monfieur — plenipolemiary 
contrary to of this ſtate, at the treary-of Munſter, by com- 
the infiruc- e mand and inſtruction of the prince of Orange, of 
mann laudable memory, without the knowledge of the 
. v, 6 tate, managed and coneſuded the fore mentioned 
e treaty z he was nevertheleſs bound up to the 


La 
* 


| ” inſtructions agreed on for him, and the other 


plenipotentiat ies of this ſtate upon the 287 of 
October 1645, viz.” That no ſecret inſtruction, 


* 
* 


e without the previous knowledge of the ſtares of 


i the teſpective provinces, ſhould: either be given, 


or ſent to the ambaſſadors extraordinary, and. 


* p'enipotentiaries. - And in caſe either of the 
„ provinces; or any'other perſon, ſhould beyond 
* 'expeAation attempt or endeavour ſuch a thing; 
„they the ambaſſadors extraordinary; and pleni- 
ot potentiaries, ſhall not reccive, but forthwith re- 
« ject it, and give immediate notice thereof to the 
& ſtates gereral; And that the ſaid Monſieur 
; 4 Kyuyt in pu'ſaance of the 91/t article of the 
* forementioned inſtructions, had ſolemnly ſworn 
« thereunto.”. Whereuntothe ſaid ſtates of Holland 
and Wit Frigſland in the gth chapter do add, 


8.8 That the ſtates and the reſpective provin- 


* <cs, were certainly well informed, what great 
care 


C 


0 
0 
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„ care and - vigilancy hath been us'd on behalf off the 

« the ſtate, that in ail places, none excepted, com- 7 
« prehended in the treaty of peace to be made with ;, he detri- 
« the king of Spain, it ſhould be covenanted, chat ment of the 
«+ the ſovereign diſpoſal in matters of religion United 
« ſhould remain in the ſtates ; and by whar ſerious It. 
„ and expreſs orders the foreſaid intention of the ecialh of 
« ftate was recommended to the ſaid ambaſſadors Holland, 
extraordinary, and plenipotentiaries, and con- war 
« ſequently to Monſieur Kuuyt.  Nevetthelcis the u office 

« ſtates, and the reſpective provintes do find in the 54. 

« foreſaid treaty of the 87% of January 1677, 

that the faid Monſieur Knuyr, in the name of his 

« ſaid ' highneſs, did expreſiy grant and agrer, 
that in all places which by the/daid!treary were 

« conceded and granted, either to his ſaid highneſs, 

* or to his lady the printeſs of Orange, the Romas 

« catholick religion ſhould be maintained; as the 

« ſame was at the time of concluding” of the fore 

& ſaid treaty; and alſo the ſpiritual perſons ſhoot 

+ le maintain'd/in their eſtates, functions, free! 

« exerciſcs, and immunities. 

9. So that in regard of the city of Sevenbert Aud un- 
gen only (over and above the other places in the — 
« forefaid treaty mentioned) the ſhid"city being there aa 
« within the province of Holland, and lying under promiſad as 
*. the ſovereign command of thoſe ſtarts; there was 5c pronce's. 
granted much more'to the king of Spain, chan 5 72 
« was made over by the act of ſeclaſton to the fait Spain,thar 
00 lord protector. OTB PID 301 Fg de Romiſh 

. 10. It is unqueſtionable that the moſt” va- HE 
juable effect of the ſovereignty confilts in the free C 0e 
« diſpoſal of matters of religion; which by che ſaid 2 C, at 
& treaty, as far as it is there ſpecified;! is quitred, places. 

«+ and yielded up ro the king of S %“tf. 

. xx.” Beſides,” the ref reſignarĩon is 
made by, and on behalf of them who have no 
diſpoſal- thereof at all. So that the foreſaid con- 
| tractors did as much as in them lay clandeſtinely, 

| to 
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to deprive the ſtates of ſo ſenſible a ſhare of their 
* ſovereignty, 
4 f. 13. That tho? the ſtates being Ader wand in- 
__ 1 of the contents of the ſaid particular 
e treaty, did exprefly declare, that they would 
not be ſubject to the ſaid intolerable ſtipulation, 
i in reſpect of the practice of the ſaid religion in 
4+ Sevenbergen; yet they aſterwards fell into many 
„ ijnconveniencies by that means. 
And laſtly, the ſaid ſtates of Holland and Weſt- 
Frieſland do ſay: 
S. 15. That ſo gowble a part of their fore- 
& reignty and right as the free diſpoſal of matters of 
religion within their dominons without their 
o knowledge, by him who had not the leaſt power 
or qualification to grant it, was without any ap- 
<< parent cauſe yielded to the King of Spain. 

So that it doth. unanſwerable appear, that our cap- 
tain-general- and ſtadtholder, bis ſecret treaty was 
concluded for his private benefit, and to the pre: 
jodice of Holland and the peace thereof. | 

Yea, after the laſt captain-genera} had in a ful 

Ya ſeized and 1mprifqned ſix deputies of Holland 

"The avell aſſembled upon ſummons at = Hague, becauſe 
—— how according to their ,dury they had dared to, refuſe 
eq” the payment of ſome companies of ſoldiers, and 
19 — to diſhand them as far as concerned 
fend by the province of Holland, he miſcarried in the de- 
our loft ſign of ſeizing our principal city by ſurprize. So 
| — fb that if he had not died about three weeks aſter, 
we ſhould in a few years have ſeen that Holland, and 

_ »” Amſterdam firſt of all, would have Joſt all their 

y traffick, by contending againſt their own Govern- 
bor and captain-general, or wo: Id have been com- 
pelled to ſubmit to his yoke; as formerly Flanders, 
Bruges, Brabant and Antwerp were bereft of their 

traffick by the quarrels between them r the 


arch-duke oh etl Th, king _ "% 
4) of 2 eee 
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For tho? our ſaid captain-general's attempt on Am- 


dam ſucceeded not, yet. all the flouriſhing cities of 


Holland that were unarm'd, and much more thoſe ma- 
ny cities which had gariſons moſtly of foreign ſoldi- 
ery at his command, would have been forced eternally 
to have ſubmitred to his monarchical yoke, if his un- 
expected death had not delivered them from that 
ſlavery. KIT ! toon 
Hhe alia doubts of this, let him hear the ſtates of 
Holland and Weft-Friefland, as ſpeaking of this 1654 pare 
matter to their allies: „But eſpecially let the ſaid 2. ch. 2. 
« provinces pleaſe to remember what happened in 513. &c. 


6s 
s 

«6 
$6 


« 
« 
40 
6. 
& 
q 
be 
« 
cc 
* 
te 
60 


60 
* 


the year 1650, within our own body. Did not 
in the ſame year the rulers of the city of Amfter- 
dam, to prevent greater evils. grant by capitu- 
lation to his highneſs prince William of immo 


tal memory, father of the preſent prince of Oo: 


range, that the Herren Andries, and Cornelis 
Bitters. ſhould quit their offices of burgerma- 
ſters and counſellors, and become private men, 
and never” be readmitted into the government? 
And ere not the cities of Dort, Haerlem, Delft, 
Horn "ard Medemblick, becauſe of ſome honeſt 
regents, or magiſtrates in their cities, compelled 
afterwards to do the like ? Altho God Almighty 
ſo ordered matters by his providence, that ſome 
few days after the ſame perſons were reſtored to 
their former dignities. Thoſe were the true 
tokens of an uſurped power; and fo much 
the more intolerable, becauſe he to whom ſuch 
conditions were granted, was, by the nature and 
virtue of his commiſſion, and likewiſe by his 
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Deduct. of 


Who domi- 


meer d ex- 


tremeiy a- 
ver Hol- 
land. 


oath there with taken, only a ſubject of that bo- 


dy, whoſe members he thus endeayoured to 
bring under ſubjection. It was then indeed the 
true time for unfeigned patriots, and true Jovers 
of liberty to appear upon the ſtage, and with 
heart and hand to make head againſt ſuch uſur- 
0 1 1 , . pation. 
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% 'pation. But what zeal did the foreſaid provinces 
„then exert? were not they the men, who on 
« Fune 5. of the foreſaid year 1650, granted that 
authority to be lawful, at leaſt ſo far, that un, 
“der pretext thereof the ſaid prince of Orange un- 
«,, dertook thoſe actions? and were not they alſo 
6% the men who afterwards, when thoſe actions 
« were in part executed, did by ſpecial reſolution 
or letters miſſive declare; 'thar they judged the 
reſolution aforeſaid of the gth of Fane 1650 to 
be applicable thereunto: and who in purſuance 
: | $5; thereof expreſly avowed, approved, and com- 
mended the foreſaid actions; yea even thanked 
his highneſs for it, and beſougbt him (tho? tis 
ſcarcely to be belicved) to protevere | in. ſuch a 

« a laydable zeal ?. 
414 has All which being true, and che rulers of the uber 
1 provinces, who ought. to. have offered their helping 
of theother band to Holland againſt theſe violent oppreſſions, 
provinces having on the contrary either of | neceſſity. or wil- 
fort. fingly flattered, the prince in this, and ſought to 
bring our province to a greater thraldom : no ra- 
tional man could have expected but that traffick 
and navigation, Fc. would have had its over. 
throw here, as in other monarchical countries; and 
that conſequently all the inhabitants of Holland in 
a few years would neceſſarily have Junk. into uNeX» 
poof miſery. 2 


=_ 
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c H A P. v. . 
Ve he reaſon why the general liberty in Flolland 

hath oauſed no more benefit, fince the death 

Ws 3 of the prince of Orange, the laſt fadthilder of 
— 4 Folland and captain. general during life. 


— UT it way be objcted, that God hath given 


lit fruit ID us peace with Spain, and ſnatched away our 
by its free captain- general and ſtadtholder, without leaving 


-— = one of age enough to be his ſucceflor.z which "= 
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governed by the intereſt of their own province or 


Edit. ie. . ds AE. >= 


man's will; and that the cities cannot by their ſol- 
diery ſuddenly be ſurprized. So that the rulers, 


doing. 


much wiſhed for accident aforeſaid hath not hither- 4 Hebe 


the laſt ſtadtholder and captain-general, the pro- 


to be the two moſt deſirable things that the rubabi- 
rants of Holland could wiſh for, ſeeing they are 
thereby become a people really free, ſubject to 
none of what quality ſorver, but only to reaſon, and 
to the laws of their own country, that can only be 


cities: and yet for all this we can fee no alteration, Ser R. 
but only in this, that the lives, eſtates, and reputa- Scheele 

. Ff the inhabir: d donend | Gemeene 
tion of the inhabitants, do not depend upon one x5,ypeir 


and miniſters of the republick of Holland and Weſt- 
Frie/land, as well as thoſe of the particular cities, 
are now, inaſmuch as concerns every, man's perſon 
and tranſactions, liable only to the laws and conſti- 
tution of the republick, and the cities thereof; and 
being abſolutely their own maſters, they need fear no 
more by ruling well tooffend aſingle head, and conſe- 
quently to loſe their authority, life, and eſtate for ſo 


In anſwer to this I muſt acknowledge, that the Wy _ 

to produced ſuch wholeſome fruits as might ratio- e. 
nally have been expected, eſpecially ſince hitherto 
there hath been no eaſe given to the people from 
ſuch heavy taxes and impoſitions. But when the 
reaſon of it is rightly ſcanned, we ſhall find the ; 
cauſe is not to be imputed to the rome free rulers, 
but to the former uſurpation of the ſtadtholders, 
governors and captains-general, together with the 
remaining diſorders that had their riſe from thence. 
Yea, it is to be admired, that matters in the pre- 
ſent conjuncture are already brought to ſo good a con- 
dition: for when the knovnand evident cauſes of what 
is before expreſſed are looked into and enumerated, 
every one may ſoon perceive theſe four good effecta 

In the firſt place, that. at the time of the death of 


vince 
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vince of Ho/land being of ſo ſmall a compaſs, ant 
ſo poor in treaſure as is before expreſſed, was left 
charged with ſo dreadful a capital debt upon inte- 
reſt, and ſuch an exceſſive number of daily incident 
debts, that it will not be believed by other nations, 
nor poſſibly by our ſucceſſors in Holland, that fo 


| ſmall a province could ſubſiſt under ſuch great and 


heavy taxes; and that the inhabitants thereof could 
bear, not only, the annual intereſts.of ſuch an im- 
menſe ſum, but ſo many taxes beſides for the de- 
fence of themſelves and their allies : it being re- 
monſtrated by the ſtates of that province to prince 
William, a little before his death, and alſo after. 


wards for juſtification of their proceedings, anno 


1650, That the province of Holland was then 
charged with money takeH up at intereſt, amount- 


bt i ing to the ſum of one hundred and forty millions 
mil ou, of guilders, beſides other debts amounting to thit- 


&c. 


Toge 


teen millions. | 1 
Secondly, That the good inhabitants of the ſaid 
province, driving their trade to the Levant about 
the ſame time, and eſpecially in the years 1650 and 
31651, were by the French Corſairs in the Mediter- 
7anean extremely endamaged, even ſo far, that a 
part only of the foreſaid loſs, viz. as much as the 


merchants of Amſterdam by publick command 
brought in, amounted to above one hundred tuns 


of gold, or ten millions of guilders. 


es © Thirdly, That this ſtate in the year 1652, fell 


«vith the into and continued in open war with the Engliſb un- 
Engliſh til 1654, which occaſioned a remarkable decay of 


war, 


eaflern 
War. 


trade, and many great loſſes to the traders of the 


ſaid province. 
And the 


Fouribly, The eaſtern wars ſoon after happened 


between the kings of Sweden and Denmart; and 
this ſtate became engaged in it as auxiliaries, Al 
which muſt be acknowledged by every one for rea- 
| ſons of what I ſaid before; but the right grounds 


and 
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and true cauſes are curiouſly enquired into but by 

very few, and therefore are looked upon by many = 

as the effects of the preſent government. I have 
therefore thought it neceſſary to ſhew, 10 the beſt 

of my knowledge, how thoſe things came about. 

And firſt concerning the one hundred and forty , 
millions of guilders, with the other undiſcharged Orr mer 
debts above-tnentioned ; it is well known, and eaſ 2 
to be comprehended, that that debt was forcibl 33 
occaſioned by the captain- general and his flatterers; pendants, 
the ſaid immenſe ſums being waſted to promote e cex/ 
his ambition and glory, by having great armies in 2. _ 
the field, and undertaking great ſicges to take ſuch me: th 
cities, as at this day tend to the heavy burdening For the 
of Holland, And that which is moſt to be bewail- /azs jo _ 
ed was, that the frontier cities were intruſted to the _ * 5 


ſole command of the captain- general, who placed ,,,, - b 
therein governors and garriſons ; ſo that they ſerv- conqueſt of 
ed only tor fo many citadels to hold poor Holland cities. 

in fetters. And we have often with grief been And _— 
forced to ſee, that whilſt ſo many mill>»ns were ſa- 2 


crificed by land to the ambition of the captain- Aa very. 
general, the neceſſary defence of navigation and 
commerce, muſt depend upon the revenue of the 
convoys and cuſtoms, which are received only of 
the merchant; and ſometimes a part of the ſaid 
money too was diverted to carry on the war by land. 

I know very well, that this way of management . 
was not afterwards diſcommended, becauſe many 2 | 
of our inhabitants had the good fortune not to be ind, h 
damnified by loſſes at ſea, and the ill conduct of cc the 
the Met. India company, whereof mention is made g «a 
in the firſt chapter of the ſecond part of this book 7 
fo that they fared at lcaſt as well or better than at me 
2 and found there was then money to be got. Varesbetter 

ſides, thoſe manifold deſtructive wars which hap- _ under 
pened in moſt of the neighbouring as well as remote / 74 1 
countries, inclined many tich fugitives to ſettle in 

Holland. 


8 . 2 * 
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Then .-. Holland. But I wiſh thoſe poor people would have 
2. + at à little foreſight, they would then conſider that it 
1 went with the affairs of the commonwealth, as | 
conſume Once remember it hapned in a certain family that 
and cuaſie. was bleſſed with a fair eſtate, The patents being 
dead, the children were put under the care of a 
laviſn guardian, who giving no account, ſpent the 
eſtate hand over head; and when there was no more 
money in caſh, immediately took up a good ſum 
| upon intereſt, at the charge of the poor orphans z 
ſo that not only the foreſaid children, but all the 
children and ſervants of the neighbourhood liv'd 
moſt bravely, and had and did every thing that 
their hearts could wiſh for. But it afterwards hap- 
ned, that the waſteful guardian died, and the faid 
But „children fell under the care and tuition of the cham- 
2 „ ber of orphans, who kept a continual eye over 
pay off the them, and plac'd them under the daily care of an 
debts con- honeſt, diligent and ſober man, who regulated the 
22 houſe af er a quite different manner, without any 
. waſte. So- that whereas, in the time of the fore ſaid 
houſekrep- guardian, there was yearly more ſpent than the 
ing. revenue amounted to, and every time money taken 
up at intereſt, the revenue did afterwards conſide- 
rably exceed the expence; and the ſurplus was laid 
out to pay off a part of the debt which the former 

guardian had contracted, 94 £6 
' But then the children murmured, ſaying, that 
hich diſ their condition was much impaired, thac they had 
pleaſes ma- a pleaſant life under the former guardian; and fo 
” _— did the neighbours, children and fervants, they 
meaning aid they could enjoy themſelves with delight in 
' .#nbabi- that family under the former guardian, but that it 
1. was now become a barren place. Bur thoſe poor 
orphans little thought, that in caſe the former ma- 
nagement had laſted longer, it would have proved 


fatal to them in their riper years, And we, poor 


ſimple 
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Chap. 5. fince the prince of Orange's Death, 
ſimple Hollanders, who may with reaſon be called 
orphans, how long ſhall we remain in our child- 
hood and minority; not obſerving that the plenty 
we then were ſenſible of, proceeded from the ill 
huſbandry of a prodigal guardian or ſteward, 
which hath run us in debt as aforeſaid ? at leaſt 
we ought to conceive, that we muſt now ſtil] be 
taxed. and fleec'd to pay off the intereſts of that 
great ſum; which taxes alone under our preſent 
governors, would defray the whole charge of the 


government. So that all that we muſt now pay 4 neigl- 


for our ſubſiſtance and defence, and which lies fo 
heavy upon us, mult be look'd upon as the bitter 


fruits of that tree of wantonneſs, which that laviſh ava/#/ul- 
ardian hath planted among us, and which we 2% 4% te 

filly children danc'd about with ſo much delight; 

and our neighbours children of Guelderland, Utrecht, * 


Over- Diel, and others, to whom plenty was no 
burden, and our hired ſoldiers, with whole regi- 
ments of Prench, Engliſh, Scots and Walloons, who 
lived in our family, were very well pleaſed with 
that kind of life, and it makes their hearts to re- 
joice when they talk of reviving thoſe times. It 
is good cutting large thongs out of another man's 
hide. But that we Hollanders ſhould be ſo ſtupid 
as not to perceive that the preſent government is 
our ſafety, and that the former would infallibly 
have procured our ruin, 1s indeed not to be com- 
prehended. anne | 


As to the ſecond cauſe, vix. the depredations . 
committed in the Mediterranean ſeas, and there- French, 
abouts: it is firſt apparent, that ſeeing all the wealth ed } 
of Holland, as well the ſaid. borrowed capital ſum, 5, % 


redati, 
as that which is ſqueezed out of the ſweat and blood Ra has: 
of the good inhabitants of the ſaid province, was pen by 


facrificed to the ambition of the captain-general; 57 of 
7 tbe late _ 


. „ poverne 
there was a fair and open field given to all nations 7 


and by his negle& of a vigorous defence by ſea 


Cc greedy 


other fir an- 


f 
2 


— — — — 
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greedy of prey, to ſet our men of war againſt our 
rich laden ſhips. Who knows not that the great 
inticement to evil is the hopes of impunity ? He 
that will always be a ſheep, muſt expect to be 

Seeing by eaten of the wolf at laſt. To which is to be added, 
their en- that under pretext of a peace concluded with Spain, 
deavours as if there were no more ill people in the world, and 
Heils as if all coveting of one anothers goods would have 
thereby ceaſed, the captain- general, by his crea- 
tures and flatterers, had fo ſubtilly contrived mat- 
ters, that ſeveral of our ſhips of war were ſold, and 
thereby we were left naked of our neceſſary defence 
by ſea, Our honeſt and moſt provident rulers 
could the leſs oppoſe it, becauſe there was another 
miſchief impending over them by the captain- 
general, viz, That as ſoon as he (who then paſſed 
bis time chiefly in hunting, hawking, tennis-playing, 
dancing, comedies, and other more infamous 
baucheries) ſhould begin to apply himſelf to af. 
fairs of ſtate, he would imploy the remaining 
naval power of the land againſt the government of 
England for the advancing the intereſts of his own 
family, but certainly to the oppreſſion of all the 
inhabicants of Holland, eſpecially of the trading 
art. | 
* which it alſo followed, that ſome of our 
ſhips which were thus ſold, became the chief of 


the forefaid Corſairs againſt us: which brings to. 


my remembrance, that which was publickly ſpoken 

in the year 1631, and probably very true, viz. 

72 That the aforeſaid depredations, and others were 
a he. to be made by ſhipping, that were to ſail our of 


— TM the Sorlings (or iſlands of Scilly) and elſewhere by 


Holland, our captain-general's appointment; and that ſome ' 


and eſþe- of the earwigs of that young, prince had perſuaded 


* 1 him, that robbing at ſca was the ſureſt, yea the 
be diviced only expedient to bring the Amſterdammers, with 


and week- whom he had been for ſome time before his death 
_ „ at 
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at great variance, to his lure or devotion : It be- 
ing accounted a ſure maxim among ſuch great per- 
ſons to weaken and ruin all = and ſtrong cities 
which may oppoſe their deſigns z yea, and when 
private methods are wanting, to make uſe of open 
violence for that end : as all hiſtories and examples, 
both antient and modern, do clearly teſtify. And 
that conſideration alone ought to be ſufficiert for us 
Hollanders (whoſe welfare entirely conſiſts in flou- 
riſhing, mercantile, and populous cities) to take a 
firm reſolution, never to put ourſelves under a per- 
petual chief head, by what name or title ſoever, 


and to perſiſt therein immutably. Pan. 
To che zd cauſe, viz. the war againſt England; . 

I may well ſay, and that truly, that we have ſuf- 1, ares. | 

fered that for the ſake of the houſe of Orange. For br 

thoſe of the parliament of England having cut off «por u, for | 

the head of their own good King, and being there- — Te of” 

fore exceedingly hated by all the monarchs in the C. 9 | 

world, and likely, in all human appearance, to be 1 4 

called to account and puniſhed for it by neighbour- 

ing princes, leſt ſuch a crime remaining unre- 

venged, their own ſubjects might be thereby ex- 

cited to act the ſame thing againſt them: they 

therefore found themſelves under a neceſſity to ſeek. 

the friendſhip of this ſtate; and for that end, ſoon For bs 

after the death of the prince of Orange, they ſent a 3 | 

conſiderable embaſſy hither, without ſhewing the as 4% 

__ honour to any other potentate or ſtate in the jp fr. 

world, * 5 
I ſhall not here particularize all that they offered 

to ſettle a friendſhip between both nations; it will 

be ſufficient to obſerve, that they did by commiſ—- 

ſioners, earneſtly inſiſt wich the ſtates general to 

renew that: well known treaty of intercourſe made 

between both nations Ar. 1495. Tho' I am of 

opinion, and have before amply proved it, that it 

is wholly unadviſeable for this ſtate to enter into 

| | "WEL any 


— 
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any. farther league with England; yetby renewing 
Some ru. the ſaid treaty we ſhould not only ſettle a friend- 
lers fill ſhip, but alſo at the ſame time have eſtabliſhed our 
remaining Commerce and fiſhery ; as to which the articles of 
Haves to the ſaid treaty (eſpecially in regard of the fiſhery) 
the prince os expreſſed in the moſt deſirable terms. Yet 


1 thoſe that conceived themſelves bound as ſlaves to 


'ſebves a- the hauſe of Orange, did not only oppoſe the con- 
gainft the clydirg of the foreſaid defirable treaty, but alſo ſent 


— 4 away thoſe ambaſſadors with all manner of reproach 
Engliſh. and diſhonour: firſt, by oppoſing them 1a the pub. 


The En- lick deliberations of the ſtate againſt the progreſs 
lim ambaſ of the ſaid treaty, eſpecially by framing delays, al- 
faders \edging that we firſt ought to ſee the iſſue of the 
—_— deſigns of the preſent king of Great Britain (then 
tempt. declared king in Scotland) and on the other fide 
exciting the rabble againſt the perſons of the ſaid 
„ embaſſadors to ſuch a degree, that the ſtates of 
— Holland perceived the averſion, and daily threats 
Holland that were | uttered againſt their perſons, were ne- 
were wil- ceſſitated, for preventing of greater miſchief, to 
ling but appoint a @rps de guarde to be erected before their 
pr cnn houſe, to ſecure tkem from the like miſchief which 
5 as befel Dr. Doriſlaus, envoy from the ſaid parlia- 
ment, at the Swan inn in the Hague. . 

What averſion ſuch proceedings might have 

cauſed in the ſaid ambaſſadors, is eaſy to be appre- 

| Onwhich hended, as it alſo followed; who have obſerved 
2 , after they had ſtayed here a conſiderable time, that 
3 the zeal of the honeſt and upright government, 
contented. eſpecially in the province of Holland and Zealand, 
One of was not able to ballance the faction of Orange; 
pre 2 they returned in great diſcontent to England; one 
3 of them, viz, Mr. $7. John (upon tak ing his leave) 
repent to told the ſtates commiſſioners: My lords, you 
have re- « have your eye upon the the iſſue of the affairs of 
Jede the «©, the king of Scotland, and therefore have de- 
23 « ſpiſed the friendſhip we have profered you; I, 
land- A | 4 . will, 


/ 


x 
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p 
J 
„ 


> AWC . ²˙ 1⁰D k Pr , 


Chap. 5. Auce the Prince of Orange's Death. 


« will aſſure you, that many in the parliament 
« were of opinion, that we ought not to have 


« come hither, or to have ſent any ambaſſador 
« till we had firſt overcome our difficulties, and 
« ſcen an ambaſſador from you. I now ſee my 
&« fault, and perceive. very well that thoſe mem- 
« bers of parliament judged right; you will in a 


« little time ſee our affairs againſt the king of Scot- 45 we 


« /and diſpatched, and then you will, by your em- 
« baſſadors, come and defire what we now fo cor- 


experi- 
ence moſf 


« dially come to profer. But aſſure yourſelves, zrae. 


« you will then repent you have rejected our kind- 
« neſs.” Would to God that experience had not 
verified the foreſaid diſcourſe to our great loſs; 
for the king of Scotland's affairs being determined 
by a battel, and a war with this ſtate follow ing 
upon it; the wounds and loſſes occaſioned by that 


war effectually brought to paſs the repentance a- 


foreſaid; but fronte capillata, poſt eſt occaſio 
calva : It is in vain to ſhut the well's mouth, when 
the calf is drowned. 


This is the true reaſon of that lamentable war; 4,7 tht 


to which may be added the intolerable humour of the reat 
that nation, their continual jealouſy of our flouriſh- , of 
ing traffick, and the innate hatred of Cromwel a- 5 A 
gainſt the prince of Orange, as a ſiſter's ſon of that 2. 


king, whom of all the world he had moſt reaſon 
to dread. So that every one may eaſily imagine, 
what pain and care it hath coſt our honeſt rulers to 
regain a peace with that nation. | 


the good fortune to have framed its conſultations 


probability might eaſily have been quenched at the 
beginning, at leaſt in all events the war between 


r 
Laſtly, As to the fourth point, vi. that of the 3 
Eaſtern war: it is certain in caſe this ſtate had had / he for» 
mer go- 
according to its true intereſt, without having in e 6 
their - breaſts the ſame evil which had occaſioned 4% of the 
the war with England, the growing flames in all Eaſtern 

e Wars, /0 
far as re- 
| lated to 
Ce 3 Sweden Holland. 
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TheD of Sweden and Denmark had certainly been prevented; 
_ but it is to be lamented, that all the deliberatiom 
| theſe that chat happened 1a the government, were traverſed 
vere ſia- and thwarced by the fluctuating and changeable 
ve in- humour and intereſt of the elector of Brandenburg, 
2 *0 only becauſe that prince was related to the houſe of 
a wry Orange by marriage, and acted a conſiderable, but 
Holland A very ſtrange part in that tragedy. 
ius it. For at the beginning, when the king of Sweden 

was preparing his attempt againſt Poland, the 

duke of Brandenburg oppoſed it with a more than 

ordinary animoſity; and accordingly. ſeeking to 

ſtrengthen himſelt by friends and alliances, thoſe 

that were inclined to the houſe of Orange here, 

were able to effect ſo much, that the ſtates obliged 

themſelves firmly by a treaty of the 27th of Jay, 

1655, to defend the ſaid elector againſt the fore- 

Firf can ſaid king of Sweden, having after a few days deli- 

fing us to beration undertook the guaranty of the electoral 

enter into Pruſſia; a point, which ever till then {tho? it was 

e uncertain whether there would have been any at- 

D-of Bran. tack to be feared about it in a long time) was 

denburg. looked upon to be of ſo great weight and impor- 

| tance, that for that reaſon only, the alliance pro- 

fered by the ſaid elector for diverſe years together 

with ſuch a'clauſe of guaranty, never took effect. 

The ſtates by this means being viſibly left out of 

the neutrality, could be no effectual mediators to 

end the war between Poland and Sweden, which 

Who hai. BY their interpoſition and direction had ever been 
ing ve formerly accommodated. 10 

ceiv d a But it ſoon appeared that we were not a little 

good ſum of miſtaken ; for after the ſaid duke began to enjoy 

2 _ the effect of the foreſaid treaty, eſpecially after he 

Farce. and had received a good ſum of the promiſed ſubſi- 

tool part dies, he ſuddenly, and without the privity of this 

with the ſtate, joined with the king of Sweden, caſt off the 

Bwede. oach of vaſſalage he had ſworn to the King * - 

an 
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land, expreſly renounced the forefaid alliance with 
us; and ſoon after, joining his forces with thoſe 
of the king of Sweden, gave the Poliſh army battle 
near Warſaw, 

Ic is true, this action being in itſelf odious, and ie 
extremely contrary to the genius of our nation, can dere 
rais'd in them ſo very great an averſion to this 28“ 


elector, that the beſt affected to the houſe of —_—_— 


ing to heart the true intereſt of this ſtate beyond e ,- 
all others, their wholeſome advices took place af- E bing for 
terwards ſo much the better. | 1. 
And accordingly with great prudence, and upon 27 44. 
right maxims for a country ſubſiſt ing by trade, that pn. fff 
treaty was carried on with Sweden, on the 11th of Ave ac- 
September 1656, at Elbing in Pruſſia, between the crv'd by 
ambaſſadors of this ſtate, and commiſſioners of the at treaty 
king of. Sweden; whereby it was firmly agreed, 9 
that ſeeing the Swedes had for ſome years raiſed ;,be-than 
the cuſtoms exceſſively high over theit whole coun- i 1640. 
try, and eſpecially had charged the inhabitants of 
theſe Netherlands to pay more than their own ſub- 
jects; therefore for redreſs thereof, the cuſtoms 
and other taxes under the power of the Swede, as 

well without as within the kingdom. ſhould be 

brought to the ſame rate they were at about the 

year 1640, 

In the ſecond place, that in caſe of the raiſing 442 *v 
of cuſtoms, and new taxes, the inhabitants of theſe bigherthax 
United Provinces ſhall be no higher or more char- e Se 
ged than the Swedes themſelves : ſo that as to that 9999 
point, there ſhall be kept a perfect equality in all 
hings between both nations. 

Thirdly, That the inhabitants of theſe Nether- 
lands in all places under. the Swedes command, as 
well in regard of cuſtoms, as to all other advanta- 

Cc4 ges, 
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Hndaslow ges, none excepted, ſhall be treated as well as any 
8 other nation ſhall be treated by the Swede. 

* Fourthly, That all thoſe on whoſe preſervation 
cluding all and peace this ſtate, and the commerce of its in- 
ether lands habitants, is eſpecially concerned, as among others 


Where we principally the king of Denmark and his king- 


are con- 


cern'd, doms, the elector of Brandenburg and his domi- 


Wherely nions, as alſo the city of Danizick, and all places 
much harm belonging to them, be comprehended in the fore- 
Bowe zee ſaid treaty, with an expreſs covenant, that neither 
prevented, the king of Sweden, nor his ſubjects and inhabi- 
| tants, directly nor. indireftly, ſhall give them any 
moleſtation, or hindrance in their traffick, much 

leſs make war againſt them. 52 
Would to God, that theſe affairs ſo well com- 
menc'd, had been purſued to perfection! Then 
ſhould the king of Denmark at this day have been 
maſter of the province of Schonen, and other coun- 


tries which were taken from him; and the good 


inhabitants of Holland have been in poſſcſſion of 


many millions, which in the laſt war were conſu- 
med on behalf of the publick, and loſt by private 
rſons at ſea, = ry 

Ade But altho? a treaty concluded by thoſe that are 
. imployed and duly authorized, ought to be rati- 
*vas not fied by thoſe who gave ſuch full powers under their 
ratified, hands and ſeals; yet after the concluſion of the 
viz. ſaid treaty, there was ſuch a fluctuation of hu- 
— mours, that it could not be ratified here. I can- 
cauſed by not with truth affirm that the province of Holland 
their af: was altogether blameleſs in this matter; but what 
| 3 # authority was made uſe of underhand, the ſequel 
Bra 4 plainly diſcovered. For when the good king of 


bug. Denmark, being privately excited to it, had put 


on his ruſty armour, and drawh the king of Se- 


den that way, then did the elector of Brandenburg 
eeffectually ſhew. what that occaſion was worth to 
- him: for as ſoon as the king of Sweden had _ 
| : : 1$ 


—— mu > A. a aan tes ws. ns A 


— XX N Xa & = a .T,qana49»\b 


Chap. 5. fince the Prince of Orange's Death. 397 

his back upon Poland and Pruſſia, he made no 

more ſcruple again to break the covenant of vaſſa- 22 Ys 

lage he had made wich Sweden, than he formerly gage. 

made conſcience of folemnly renouncing the alli- — -vih 

ance he had made with this ſtate z and accordingly &&4ora/ 

by that opportunity entered into a new treaty with Pruſia af 

the king of Poland, and covenanted to have the . 80 

ſoyercignty of the ducal Pruſſia, which he formerly ad join'd 

held of that king in fee, with other advantages % Po- 

that are not neceſſary here to enumerate. lander. 
But ſince by not ratifying the treaty of Elbing, 

we help'd the king of Denmark to put on his ar- 

mour to ſo little purpoſe, and procured thoſe.no- 

table advantages to the elector of Brandenburg, the 

kingdom of Denmark (God amend it) hath coſt us To eur 

dear enough: but that which moſt troubled us, C d- 

was, that the ſaid elector again arming bimſkef 5 

againſt the Swede, and this ſtate being in manner 

betorementioned drawn into the war between Swe- 

den and Denmark, the intereſt of Brandenburg was 

ſo powerful, that it was impoſſible for us aſter- 

wards either to get out of that war, or to put an 

end to it, till not only Brandenburg, but Poland, 

and the whole houſe of Auſtria, to whom the elec- 

tor of Brandenburg had obliged himſelf to make 

no peace without them, had firſt concluded their 

treaty, and had obtained their ends by the arms 

of this ſtate. So that for the intereſt of Branden- 

burg we were juſt at the point of falling into a 

war with France, England, and Sweden, all at 

once, and conſequently of fixing ourſelves to the 

party of Auſtria and Spain, which would have bs rw 

tended to our utmoſt ruin. From which being at g 

laſt delivered by the ſage direction and manage- — | 

ment of the faithful rulers of Holland, tho? not ue geen 

without their ſignal and perſonal danger, we have is the ut- 

great cauſe to be highly thankful to God for it. , dan 


Ser. 
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CHAP. VI. 
What good fruits the beginnings of a free 


7 government have already produced, from 
. the death of the laſt ſtadtholder and captain- 


ö general, to the year 1662, 


2 Nethwith. N D now that I may more fully ſhew, that 


flanding notwithſtanding the ſad effects of the relicks 
the fore- of the former ſtadtholders, governors, and captain- 
faidre- generals; yet that our affairs ſince the death of the 


3 laſt, are by the prudent management and zeal of 


. Bolders ge. our faithful rulers, brought very far on towards 


" wernment the welfare of theſe provinces. And firſt, as an 


i. eminent token of it, it is worthy obſervation, that 


„ not only a vigorous oppoſition is made againſt that 

joy d by ruinous courſe of taking up exceſſive ſums continu- 
the free ally upon intereſt, but that in the year 1655, by 
govern- the zeal of our good rulers, an expedient was found 
_ 0 to diſcharge the ſaid province of the one hundred 
| + Io and forty millions of guilders, viz. by reducing the 


"up 'moncy yearly intereſt of the ſaid ſum from the 20th to the 


25 . 25th penny, or from five to four per cent. and em- 


The reds- pſoyiag the yearly advance of it towards diſchar- 
— 1 g — ſums : which advance increaſing yearly, 
ewhere- that formidable ſum of one hundred and forty mil- 
withty lions, will, in twenty-one years (whereof a fixth 
— part is now expired) under God's bleſſing, be totally 
ps gn diſcharged. | 1 1 
To the Bur that which is moſt to be gloried in is, that 
42% of the tho? the greateſt part of the regents of that pro- 
_ _ vince have lent a conſiderable part of their eſtates 
; bench of to Holland and Weſt-Fricfand, nevertheleſs the 
the mer. conſideration of their own profit did not hinder 
ebants,&c, them from cutting off a fifth part of their revenue 
for the neceſſary ſervice of the publick, and among 


others to ſo many thouſand merchants, 1 
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and others, who have no eſtate in the hands of te 
government at intereſt : ſo is it alſo to be greatly 
lamented, that there are ſtill inhabitants of Holland, 
who either cannot or will not be ſenſible of the 
benefit and neceſſity of ſo doing. They ought in 1 % N. 
truth to conſider that this country is an orphan, ꝙ that md. 
and that the rulers being guardians, they cannot Y 2/ our 
with a good conſcience ſuffer money to run at ſo 379,” om 
high an intereſt at the charge of that orphan, when 25, 4,vo6e. 
the credit of the ſaid orphan is ſo great, that he * 
can take up money ſufficient at 4 per cent. and it f 
would above all be inexcuſable in the guardians to tar hs 
keep their own money ſtill at the orphan's charge, country's 
and require 5 per cent. for the ſame, when others, r,, 
and perhaps the elder brothers and fiſters of the 1,599 | 
orphan, are ready to lend him their money at intereſt for 
per cent. the orphans 
But above all they ought to conſider, that the % #en 
revenue of Holland in itſelf was of little or no — 
lue; and if it be now otherwiſe, it doth purely 
and merely depend on the bleſſing of God upon its 
commerce and traffick ; and that if any conſide- 
fable diverſion or diminution of it ſhould happen, 
{were impoſſible to raiſe the ſeven milhons from Special 
jr, which before the foreſaid reduction were yearly en 78 
demanded by petition for payment of the foreſaid -evezue of 
one hundred and forty millions; which by conti Holland 
nuation of ſuch an oeconomy as was kept in +a 3 
time of the ſtadtholders and captains- general, would „% u 
in time have been ſo much increaſed, that at length have been 
it would have exceeded all the revenue and product Aa d 
of their trade: and the neat revenue of Holland, 
being, by this means, brought to leſs than nothing, 
and its credit thereby neceſſarily at a ſtand, the ſaid 
province muſt have ſunk and come to nothing of 
a ſudden. P 8 
I can compare thoſe people to nothing better 
than to a certain crack*d-brain'd ſon of an 1aduſtri- 
ous 
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Hewgreat ous huſbandman, who ſeeing his father once and 
the fruits again take a great quantity of corn out of his barn, 
ee Y and carry it to his land and ſcatter it upon the 
4+ bs, earth, his crazy underſtanding began greatly to 
are, is ſet murmur, ſaying, that they had wont to take the 
forth by a corn out of the barn only by the handful; to bake 
fimilitude. bread and cakes, whereof he, his brothers and 
Viz. By ſiſters were daily to eat; but by this way of taking 
Jeettcorn, ſo much together, it would ſhrink and come to 
2" a nothing; and that his father ought not to have 
earthſeems denied them their former liberty. But that filly 
to be l. fellow underſtood not that the corn ſcattered upon 
But after. the land was in no wiſe waſted or deſtroyed, but 
ward; pros ſowed in the earth in order to a great increaſe the 
duces year following; and that his father had taken ſuf- 
| ebundance ficient care to leave ſo much in the barn as would 
go der thas bring the year about without want: whereas if 
reduction they had taken corn out of that barn from time to 
brings time for bread and cakes, without ſowing any, it 
—_ might indeed for ſome time have cauſed a merry 
dung. life, but the event would have been ſudden miſery 
and famine. Even ſo thoſe weak people perceive 
not. that that which ſeems to be withheld from them 
or their neighbours by the aforeſaid reduction, is 
by no means ſquander'd away, but laid up as good 
| ſeed, to produce more fruit from year to year, that 
it may, by the bleſſing of God, be truly ſaid to be 
only our ſurpluſage; and in caſe that be neglected, 
according to the fancy of ſuch fooliſh perſons as 
aforeſaid, and the extremity be taken, we may for 
a time live in jollity, but at length the burden of it 
would have ruin'd us all. . 

And further, to diſcover. the difference between 
the .preſent frugal and the former laviſh govern- 
ment, we may remember that in our time there 
was another reduction made of rents and intereſts 
from 16 to 20, and from 6 + to 5 per cent. But 


the benefit of it preſently dropt through our fingers, 
even 


| 
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even to the raiſing of more horſe and foot, that were gig us 
employed contrary to the deſire of moſt of the ho- 4 ;h, * 
neſt rulers of Holland, and to the great detriment fadtha/der 
of that province facrificed to the ambition of the were con- 
captain-general'; ſo that the foreſaid reduction may HERE * 
be truly ſaid, not to have ſerved to the eaſing of the ,- — 
country, but to a new and heavy taxing of the zeed//; 
commonalty. 7”, rei | foldiers. 
And had we then been fo fortunate, that the 7% our of 
good rulers at that time had been able to have made #t prof, 
uſe of the advance of the foreſaid reduction (as they Bo it 
do now) for diſcharge of the capital ſum, and re- ,," © 
ducing the yearly charge (with the intereſt upon Holland 
intereſt) without running ourſelves again into new wi now 
negotiations to the prejudice of Holland, we ſhould Se been 
in lieu of being ſo vaſtly in debt as at preſent, have lt. 
been free and on even ground. And if therewith 44 4ave 
we can diſcharge ourſelves of ſeven millions of year- Jufifed 
ly impoſts, and all taxes on conſumption, which * 
lie ſo heavy upon the r and do ſo re- en cn 


. 


'markably hinder the increaſe of our trade and com- bias. 


merce, and withal' a good part of the poundage 
upon lands and houſes, and of the cuſtoms and con- 
voys, and yet after that have a better and clearer 
revenue than we have at preſent ; beſides the bene- 
fit we ſhould enjoy of having all handycrafts-men, 
manufacturers and traders, who would refort to us 
from other countries, under the advantages of hav- 
ing the foreſaid taxes diſcharged : if this were, I 
ſay, ſo ordered, this ſtate would, humanly ſpeak- 7, . wn. 
ing, have been already, or at leaſt in a few years azterable 
be the moſt conſiderable, puiſſant, and moſt for- Se of * 
midable republick of the whole world. 3 
And as we ſhould certainly have poſſeſſed and 

taſted that proſperity, in caſe the former govern- - 

ment had had the freedom of making the beſt uſe 

of the intereſt of Holland; fo in all probability we 


9 


may yet enjoy and be ſenſible of it in our own 


perſons, 
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Which perſons, or at leaſt our children after us, if we do 
bleſſing we not ſhamefully fuffer that golden liberty which is 
* put into our hands by heaven, to be plucked from 
liberty, to us, and don't with the ſow return to the mire. This 
bequeath to certainly no generous Hollander can rightly conſi- 
- #xferity. der, without being inflamed with an ardent zeal to 
hazard his eſtate and life for the preſervation of the 
reſent government, and maintaining our true lis 
rty, and thereby to leave our children at leaft- 
wiſe that happineſs which we, in cafe our predeceſ- 
ſors could have effected that which in our times, 
as aforeſaid, is ſo commendably ſettled, ſhould now 
effectually enjoy. 
Let none imagine that during the war with the 
king of Spain, it would have been impracticable 
to employ the advance of the foreſaid reduction for 
diſcharging part of the monies taken up at intereſt, 
and to continue it till the whole were paid off, and 
the country out of debt; ſeeing the contrary hath 
effectually appeared, that during the forementioned 
eaſtern war, where in proportion of time there was 
more than twice as much extraordinarily raiſed and 
paid by the province of Holland as, ſince the fore- 
ſaid firſt reduction, ever happened in the war with 


Spain; yet the laſt reduction from five to four in 


the hundred, by the care and vigilance of the pre- 

ſent rulers, hath continued by the yearly advance 
The third thereof, without any intermiſſion or diverſion, and 
—_ of this is employed for the diſcharge of the capital debt. 
re Sn In the next place we may obſerve, as a ſingular 
is, a great effect of the preſent free government, that by their 
part of the prudence and good direction a good part of the ſu- 
NN pernumerary.and uſeleſs land- forces, _ YT 
„ n. Of the foreign ſoldiery, is reduced and diſcharge 
DE. to the eaſe * province of Holland in particular, 
„Holland of the ſum of near five hundred thouſand guilders 
ow per annum. Concerning which it is ſpecially to be 
Joo noted, that the forefaid reduction and diſcharge 
guilders. was 
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was effected by the good conduct of Holland, with 

the univerſal ſatisfaction and approbation of all the 

other provinces. Whence therefore (by compar- 

ing it with what paſſed in the year 1650) may be 

inferred, that the preſent time is much better than 

that, when our own captain- general thruſt his ſword 

into our bowels, for no other reaſon, but becauſe 

the upright and faithful rulers, according to juſtice 

and . did only diſband and reduce ſome part 

of the ſaid forces for eaſe of the country, and as 

preparatory to the neceſſary diſburdening of the 

oor commonalty. k 

It is alſo at preſent firmly reſolved for our good, The profir 

that the benefit of the ſaid reduction, as alſo that / which 

of rents and intereſts, ſhall be employed for dif: a 7 

charging that intolerable burden which the ambi- change 

tion of our captain- general laid upon our backs. of debts. 
By this means the above-levied capital ſums will ,,,, * 

be ſooner paid by fix years than otherwiſe they 3+ ge - 

could: ſo that now in that reſpect about a full fifth v p- _ 

part of the time requiſite for the payment of the fro? Hol- 

whole is expired; beſides, that a part of the above-;, 2 | 

faid one hundred and forty millions, which were j,,e, 4c. 

many years ſince negotiated upon rents for life, charg 

and likewiſe: grow leſs every day, will infallibly 

expire in a few years. So that we do viſibly ap- 

proach the land of promiſe; and if by reaſon of 

our unthankfulneſs, and murmuring againſt the Al- 

mighty, and againſt our Moſes, he does not caft 

us back into the Egyptian ſlavery, the remainder of gz, fur, 

the journey through the wilderneſs will ſoon be at fruitrg/this 

an end, | 4 


Fourthly, Let us obſerve, as another ſingular 5 *; 
effect of the preſent free government, that tho? It contentions 
was formerly judged and rnaintained by many, that of cities | 
it would be impoſſible, without ſtadtholders or go- a pro- 


2 "LL, VINES art 
vernors of the provinces, to compoſe and reconcile „ „ 


the differences and diſputes of province againſt pro- fac 
| vince, Lian. 
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vince, quarters againſt quarters, cities againſt cities, 
and rulers in cities with one another, which will in- 
fallibly ariſe from time to time; and that by this 

means the ſtate for want of ſuch ſtadtholders and 
7e ſuch Vernors, will &er long fall into great difſentions 
differences and civil wars, and in time come to ruin; yet ex- 
are moſtly pęrience hath taught us, that on the contrary, the 
2% af many and great diſputes and differences that have 
ad ſave? broken out, and were moſtly cauſed by the inſtiga- 
q. tion of thoſe that long after ſlavery, have ſince the 
death of the laſt prince of Orange been laid down 
and appeaſed with much better order and effect than 
formerly. Yea, and which is wonderful, almoſt 
all the foreſaid differences and diſputes were ſo well 
allied, by the authority and good conduct of the 
lawful government, that at one and the ſame time 
the differing parties have found their ſatisfaction and 

contentment in lay ing them aſide. 

8 Whereas, on the other hand, we have formerly 
onthe ober ſeen, that the ſtadtholder irritated and ſtirred up 
hand the ſuch differences, at leaſt cheriſhed them, when it 
fladthol- was for his intereſt and advantage; and at laſt made 
ay _—_ the parties who had moſt right, ſubmit to the ſword, 
0 becauſe he knew beſt how to arrive at his ends by 
and gene- thoſe who leaſt regarded right, and conſcquently 
raly made little conſcience, ſo they could pleaſe him in 
1 25 of , obſtrufting Juſtice, and the welfare of the land: it 
— ag being the maxim of all great perſons, divide & 
impera; for in troubled waters they have beſt fiſh- 

q ing. | | | 5 

Alaubicb It ever any governor or ſtadtholder, and his ad- 
appears by herents, had had ſuch cauſe of offence as was given 
examples, to the province of Holland, anno 1650, and in caſe 
viz. & the the ſame ſtadtholder and his adherents had had the 
1 hh ſame power to revenge themſelves as the ſtates of 
Holland had after the death of the laſt prince of 
Orange; who can doubt but their deſire of revenge 
would have made the whole ſtate to tremble, —— 

| | b 


8 MR r —_ 8 — 1 


Chap. 6. free Government in Holland. 405 
that much chriſtian blood would have been facri- 
ficed to their paſſion ? But ſeeing the common good 
is more regarded and purſued by the rulers of a free 
republick, than the ſatisfying of any violent paſ= 
ſion z and that by executing that revenge, or ra- 
ther juſt puniſhment, it would have ſuſtained a ſignal 
damage, the ſaid crime was wiſely and prudently 
buried by a general amneſty or pardon ; and fo that 
great breach; made on purpoſe to Keep the whole 
ſtate a long time in a troubleſome alarm, was pre- 
ſently repaired. y 


* 


The moſt conſiderable diſſenſion and rent which 155 


in the memory of man hath happened in theſe U- a/lazing 
nited Provinces, was that of the province of Over- te . 
ze! into two conſiderable parties about the begin- Y g. 
ning of the year 1654 3 which was of ſuch a na- 
ture, chat both the differing parties behaved them- 
ſelves as ſtates, and as the lawful ſovereign powers, , 
of that province, inſomuch that they made war a- 1% an o- 
gainſt one another in that quality, and after ſuch pen dt 
a manner, that the city of Haſſeld was, after a for- 
mal ſiege, taken by one of the parties. In this diſ- 
ſenſion (according to the forementioned maxim of 
great men) the ſtadtholder of Friefland had con- 
cerned himſelf, and was received by one of the 
parties for ſtadtholder, ' governor, and captain-ge- 
neral of Qver=yſſel, by which the diſſention was 
brought to that extremity, and laſted between three 
and four years. | | 

But at laſt thoſe lords obſerving, that their diſ- , ;e 5 
putes were infinitely multiplied, ſo that the wound interceffon 
was almoſt incurable, they ſubmitted at the media- H.R. 
tion of the penſioner of Holland, to refer all their eee 
differences to the deciſion and determination of two felt fopt, 
pcrlons appointed by the ſtates of the ſame province, 
who were the Heer van Polsbrock burgo-maſter of 
the city of. Amſterdam, and the ſaid penſioner ; | 
who reconciled the contending parties of the ſaid 

D d pro- 
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— province in moſt of their differing points in an ami- 


cable manner: and afterwards all the neceſſary re- 
gulations, orders, inſtruct ions and affidavits as to 
affairs of the government of the ſaid province, be- 
ing ſet down in writing, a ſolemn ſentence and de- 
cifion was made and pronounced upon the 20th of 


And ofter- Auguſt 1657, of all the ſaid differences, in the 
 wardami- name of the ſtates of Holland and Weſt- Frieland, 


2 and all confirnied under the great ſeal of the ſaid 


ſtates, inſerting therein the foreſaid regulations, or- 
ders, inſtructions and oaths, for preventing the 
like inconveniencies for the future; and all with 
that prudence and moderation, that both parties re- 
ceived entire ſatisfaction. Hereupon the divided 
government was immediately conſolidated and heal- 
ed up, and the quiet and peace of the ſaid province 
| reſtored, and fo continues to this very day. 
What hay. In the province of Groningen and Ommelanden, 
pened in there aroſe likewiſe a notable difſenſion at the be- 


- Gronin- ginning of 1655, and again at the end of 1656; 


gen? inſomuch that the body of the foreſaid Ommelanden, 
_—_— and half of the province being divided, all govern- 
fervation. ment and adminiſtration of Juſtice was at a ſtand, 
Upon this occaſion it manifeſtly appeared whether 

ſuch diſſentions could be beſt compoſed and quieted 

by ſtadtholders, or by the authority and conduct of 

Where th, Other rulers. The ſtates general having gotten in- 
Hadibolder formation of thoſe differences at two ſeveral times, 
not able to did immediately defire the ſtadtholder of (that pro- 
2 aol vince to be preſent in perſon, and allay the diffe- 
; 4ů— 7 4, rence if poſſible. But experience taught us, that it 
fates to db was but like oil caſt into the fire: fo that the ſtadt- 
it by their holder was neceſſitated to return anſwer to the ſtates 
deputics. general, that he found it impracticable, and defired 
the ſtates would depute ſome of their number for 

that end. Which having performed, thoſe depu- 

ties compoſed and allayed the ſaid differences, to 

the ſatisfaction and contentment. of both 1 
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and the government of the country was ſettled and F3ich ag. 
confirmed, in the*name, and under the ſeal of the , © 
ſtates general, with conſent of the ſaid country. ny * 
It would be too tedious to mention circumſtan-— 
ces, how prudently and happily, by the wiſe di- 5 
rection of the ſtates of Holland or thoſe authorized — dif 
by them, all the commotions that happened in the ferences _ 
cities of the ſame province, and all differences, as hf aro/e 
weil between the ſaid cities againſt one another, as —— 
between the rulers of one and the ſame city, were 4 * 
every time extinguiſhed and allayed. Yea even 
old diſputes, that from the time of the laſt troubles 
had been carried on with much heat between ſome 
members, and which under the ſtadtholders could 
never be allayed, were by the ſtates of Holland ami- 
cably decided to the ſatisfaction of the parties con- 
cerned, Which examples in reſpect of the comma- 4+ Dort, 
tions that have heretorore, and now lately happened Enchuy- 
at Dort, Enchuyſen and Medenblick, as likewiſe ſen, Gor- 
the appeaſing of the differences between the gover- N 
nors of Gornichem and Schoonboven, about the chu- dam, 
ſing of their magiſtrates; and of thoſe of Rotterdam, Briel, & c. 
and the Brie, about the pilotage of the Maeſe, and 4. 4% 
the paſſage into Goeree; as alſo the old diſputes Weſt- 
about the inveſtiture of the colleges of the generali- Frieſland, 
ty, between the members of Weſt. Friefland and . 4 
the north quarter, which were depending beyond 9 
the memory of man, are very notable inſtances. 8 
Here mig * alſo be ſhewn, that the beginnings , 
of all the ſaid commotions and diſſentions were firſt — 2 
deſigned or contrived by the laſt deceaſed ſtadthol- of miſchief 
der; and others were excited and fomented by his were cone 
creatures that he left behind him: fo that all that 7 
are lovers of peace and quiet, and would rather 2 
have all diſcords compoſed by wiſe and mild con- : 
duct, than carried on and increaſed by paſſion, or 
decided by the ſword, have need carefully to Be- 
ware of electing a ſtadtholder or new baitmaker. 
* D d 2 But 
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Nen But the greateſt and moſt valuable benefit of the 
.o- ider- preſent free government, is, that now, accotding 
2 = to the true intereſt of Holland, all the revenues of 
govern- the land, both ordinary and extraordinary, that 
ment is, remain over and above the payments of the princi- 
rhat the pal and intereſt of the pablick debts, are applied 
2 ＋ for the incrcaſing and ftrengthening our naval pow- 
are diſ. er; Whereas it was heretofore waſted upon unpro- 
fed ta fitable, nay and oit- times pernicious fieges and o- 
Prengthen ther expeditions, according to the vain glory of the 
ow. — captain-general. It is particularly obſervable, that 
at preſent the ordinary naval power of this ſtate is 
above three or four times more formidable than 
ever it was during the war with the king of Spain, 
And as after the concluſion of the peace with the 
ſaid king, during the life of the prince of Orange, 
the firlt deſign was (as I formerly mentioned) to 
ſel] the moſt conſiderable of our ſhips ; ſo after his 
death, one of the firſt cares of the ſtates was, to put 
| the colleges of the admiralty in a poſture of acting 
Confider- offenſively at ſea: the ſtates having (which is a 
— =_ " thing incredible) during the chargeable war againſt 
a England, from 1652 to 1654, built in the ſpace of 
ge f two years, ſixty new capital ſhips of war, of ſuch 
war were dimenſions and force, as were never before uſed in 
built. the ſervice of this ſtate. And thus they have pro- 
Aud new ceeded with the like provident care to build other 
* in ſhips, to buy cannon, to erect vaſt magazines and 
£4.44, ſtore-houſes for ſecuring and preſervi? g naval ſtores, 
all neceſ- and making of publick rope allies, and the like, 
faries for and for providing all things neceſſary for the equip- 
N ping and ſetting of ſhips to ſea; and generally have 
canon ec. tone all that's fir for the ſtrengthning of our naval 
power, which hath been continued diligently from 

time to time. 
This is known to be the only means whereby, 
under the bleſſing of God, this ſtate may progret- 


hvely increaſe in fi hing, commerce and naviga- 
| tion, 
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tion, and draw an incredible concourſe of people hereby * 
out of all countries, as we daily experience to our * pi- 
great joy. For who can be ignorant, that the J , 
awful regard to our foreſaid naval power alone hath, 2 2 
next under God, been the cauſe of putting a ſtop tea, 
to the aforementioned intolerable piracies of the 
French in the Mediterranean ſeas, by which the 
government 1s brought into a poſture to be able, | 
yea and did reſol ze to attack, take and deſtroy, gk 
not only comman pirates, but even the King's 
ſhips of war which were made uſe of for that end? 
ſo that two of the king of France's ſhips being . } | 
taken by vice-admiral de Ruyter in the Mediter- * 4 a 
ranean in 1657, his majeſty, who had cauſed all Mediter- 
our ſhips and effects throughout his dominions to rancan. 
be ſcized, was thereby readily brought to free us © 
from that inconveniency. 7 | 
Without che influence of this naval power, it would And the | g 
in all human probability have been impoſſi le to Eaſtern a 
deliver our ſeſves with any reputation out of the Vai di/- 
Eaſtern war formerly mentioned, without being P % 
expogd to many more difficulties, In ſhort, by 4, t 
this means the commerce and navigation of © theſe et 
provinces have, notwithſtanding the heavy burdens 7%, me 
forementioned, been kept in a tolerable good poſ- Aras 
ture and condition, and do now conſiderable improve. encreaſed. 
So that the folly or malice of ſome people is in- 
tolerable, who dare complain of our preſent ſtate 2 
of affairs, and eſteem the former times better than 406 ab. 
the preſent. If thoſe ſtupid or ill meaning peaple complain of 
cannot or will not be at the pains to co iſider the r affair: 
noble effects of the preſent free goverament, yet“ 22 
they ſhould at læaſt ſuffer themſelves to be con- uſable, 
vinced by the evident proſperity of the citizs of 
Holland, What could they anſwer if they were 
aſked, whether it be not a manifeſt token of pro- 
ſperity, that the moſt conſiderable and greateſt 
mercantile city of the province, viz, Amſterdam 
a 
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hath been enlarged two parts in three; and that 

none can obſerve, that either the houſes or inheri- 

gain the tances are thereby leſſened in value; yea that it is 
8 ſo augmented in buildings of houſes, that the im- 
of the poſts on the bulky goods of that city only, in the 
country ap- jaſt farm, yielded above thirty thouſand guilders 
one I & more than in the former, and yet the ſaid impoſt was 
— 4x in the foregoing years conſiderably improved ? We 
may affirm the ſame of Leyden and Dart, and other 
cities in proportion, And that the riches, and 

25 plenty of many cannot be kept within the walls of 
ground of their houſes; but that over and above their coſtly 
cities. and gg buildings, they are viſible in their 
Gallantry coaches, horſes, and other tokens of plenty in 
and mag- every part. Thereare but very few in the cities of 
| nificenceof the foreſaid province, that do not yearly increaſe 
= _ their capital, Yea, if the foreſaid complainers 
Lat and murmurers look but into their own books, I 
Ati = . aſſure myſelf that moſt of them (unleſs they are 
— 7 profuſe, negligent and debauched) ſhall find their 
boneft mer- ſtock, one year with another, conſiderably in- 
— creaſed. * 
J. — 


CHAP. VI. 


The third and laſt part of this book concludes 

with this, That all good inhabitants ought 
to defend the free government of the repub- 
lick of Holland and Weſt-Frieſland, with 

their lives and eſtates. 1999s 


7 ſince we have already enjoyed ſuch 
noble fruits of the preſent free government, 
notwithſtanding the grievous obſtructions before- 
- mentioned, and that we are as yet but in the 
winter of this happy change, wherein a great part 
of the ſaid good and fruitful ſeed lies ſtill hid — 
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the ground, and the other part is but preparing to 
be ſowed in the ſpring z who is there that may not 


eaſily apprehend, how noble and happy the ap- 


proaching ſpring and ſummer will be; but eſpe- 
cially the harveſt, when that horrible burden of 
one hundred and forty millions will be paid off 
and fully diſcharged, and when the taxes upon con- 
ſumption, commerce, and immoveable eſtates, 
will be leſſened by ſeven millions, and yet the trea- 
{ure of the land not one ſtiver leſs. Wipe AR, je 

And if at preſent, under ſo many intolerable 
bardens as are expreſſed in the 5th chapter, and 
what we have ſince the year 1652 befaln us (of 
which we might give a large account) our cities 
and inhabitants have under a free government been 
viſibly enlarged and increaſed ; who will not eaſily 
apprehend, that by continuing the ſame govern- 
ment we ſhall in time, with god's bleſſing, be the 
molt happy and mighty country for ſtrength that 
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js to be found upon the face of the earth? And 4 the in 
there ore we are obliged to pray fervently to God Sant. 


Almighty, that he would be pleaſed not only to 


keep us in th: ſame ſtate, but alſo upon aecaſion to „ 


ol- 


make us willing to hazard our lives and eſtates, heir free 
and that joyfully, to maintain the fame that ſo govern- 
our children may at leaſt poſſeſs that full happi- ***- 


neſs, and that compleat worldly felicity which they 


cannot fail of, (without God's extraordinary judg- 
ment) unleſs we ſhould by our revolt to a ſtadt- 
holder, governour, or captain- general, pull up 
the ſtately foundations which have ſo prudently 
b-en laid by the preſent free government, and 


which without ſuch defection will the more eaſily 


by continaunce be kept up, yea and may from 
time to time be improved. * TT 
With this general concluſion, I might now end 
the third part of this book, were it not that the 
geeat weight of this affair preſſeth me to ſay fur- 
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Fn that upon this foregoing argument, illuſtrated 
by antient and modern hiſtcries, and alſo by our 
own experience of the many miſchicfs of the for- 
mer compulſive government, and of the many 
ood fruits of the preſent free government, we 
might well hold it for an unchangeable maxim, 
that a country having ſuch intereſts or advantages 
as Holland now hath, ought in all reſpects to be 
n by a free republick and ſtates: and that 
all the good rulers of this land, and eſpecially all 
the inhabitants that are in any meaſure conc-rned 
in the proſperity of manufactury, fiſhery, com- 
merce and ſhipping, ought to maintain the preſent 
free government with all their mi ight, and by no 
means to ſufſer, and much leſs to occaſion that any 
inhabitant, of what quality ſoever, do under any 
ſpecious title or denomination, acquire ſo great a 
power, that the gentry and cities of Holland ſhould 
ſubmit unto, or truckle under him, or not dare 


by their deputies at their aſſemblies to ſpeak out, 


and declare that which tends to the true intereſt of 


** the country, and the reſpective cities of Holland, 


4x *7 47 7 
hen it thwarts the intereſt of a political or milicary 


head; or when they having declared it, dare not 


maintain it, without eating into imminent dan- 


| ger. 


PF (peciably 
Iboſe of 


And above all, we may conclude, that the ec- 
clefiaſticks, who in any wiſe regard the true in- 


the refor- tereſt of the reformed religion, that do not impi- 


med reli- 


$101. 


ouſly trample upon the honour of God,' and ſhame- 
lefly ſel} the reverence due to themſelves for a meſs 


of pottage, ought to ſupport this free government, 


and with their ſpiritual weapons defend it againſt 


the encroachments of ſuch a ruler; conſidering that 


the reformed religion will be ſurer ang better pre- 


ſerved by the prudent, immortal, and almoſt im- 


mutable ſovereign aſſembly of the ſtates of Holland 


| and W: „ and other r cen 


a 
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to them, than by thoſe voluptuons, laviſh, trans- 
fitory and fickle monarchs and priaces, or their fas 
vourites, who alter the outward form and practice 

of religion as may be moſt conſiſtent with their 
pleaſures or profits; and beſides, when they die, 

do often bequeath their lands to inheritors of others, 

and eſpecially of the Romiſb religion, who by their 

high places, politick conduct, and the emineney 

of their eccleſiaſtical honour and extraordinary 

riches, attract to themſelves great perſons, and eſpe- 

cially the ſurviving poor daughters and younger 

ſons, who by them may eaſily arrive to great inhe- 
ritances, as we have often ſeen in this and the fore- 

going ages, in France, England, Germany, Orange, Bang a 
c. And ſeeing the conſiſtories, claſſes and ſy- republican 
nods being in ſome meaſure inclined to obey this ver. 
lawful government as the ſovereign power ſet over 27 
them by God himſelf, have a plenary and ample * * 
freedom allow'd them in all their eceleſiaſtical de- fngle per- 
terminations, and are likely ſo to continue, purſu- Vo T4 
ant thereunto each miniſter doing his duty during — 2 
life, and preſerving or voting among the yearly ok 
elders, deacons and members that depend upon be lives in. 
him, and he himſelf being ſubject to none ſave the 
ſovereign power, is in etfect a little biſhop, and 

ſo will continue; and moreover the ſaid miniſters 

will retain the due freedom of expounding God's 

holy word left us in the writings of the old and new 
teſtament, in ſpirit and truth, and may frame their 
expoſitions, and pablick prayers according to the 
occaſion, time and place, to the greater advance- 
ment of God's honour, and the edification of the 

church, wherein the greateſt comfort, and higheſt 

praiſe of an upright reformed miniſter does conſiſt. 
Whereas on the other fide, a monarchical gover- 

nour, tho? not acknowledging the pope of Rome, 

muſt and would neceſſarily turn off, and diſcharge 

ſuch a church-council,' to make way for — 
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of biſhops, or a political church-council, to cauſe 
them, and all other preachers to depend on him- 
felf as head of the church, And moreover, a ſingle 

rſon would for his greater ſecurity, and quiet 


in his government, deprive the miniſtry of their free- 


dom to expound the word of God according to the 
beſt of their ſkill, and to ſuit their publick prayers 


to the edification of the people, and inſtead thereof 


give them formed or compoſed ſermons and prayers; 
or if the prince found himſelf not ſtrong enough to 
introduce this church-government, and thereby to 
curb proud and ſeditious preachers, he would then 
perhaps rather endeavour to make ſuch miniſters 


and clergy ſubmit tothe pope of Rome, than ſuffer 
them to be their own maſters, in hopes that by 
length of time, and manifold accidents, and by an 


eccleſiaſtical government, in ſome meaſure regu- 


lated by a foreign head, it would be more tolerable 


to him than theſe upſtart ſeditious people, whom 


no body knows how much power they will pretend 
to, and of whom, as of a hidden diſtemper, and 
à ſecret enemy, the ſovereign is always in jealouſy 


and fear. et N 214-36 4067 
TLaſtih, we may well conclude, that all the fore- 
mentioned evils would certainly befal theſe lands, 


as ſoon as any one ſingle perſon, under what ſpe- 


dious pretence or title ſoever, ſhall have the com- 


will always be ready, tho' not ſtirred up by..any 


mand of our forces, either during life, or for a 


Jong time. We muſt conſider, that in theſe un- 
fortified provinces, where foreign hired ſoldiers 


are continually entertained in allthe adjacent ſtrong 
holds, ſuch a ſoldiery will not only obey, him in 


deſpite of the civil magiſtrates who are their di- 


rtectors and pay-maſters, and in deſpite, of the ho- 
-neft miniſtry, and to the ruin of ſuch as Jive on 


their rents, trades and huſbandry ; but likewiſe all 
other ill diſpoſed inhabitants, as well as the rabble, 


wicked 
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wicked and ſeditious preachers, to join themſelves 


with'the party of ſuch a courteous, liberal and va- 
liant captain-general. So that the moſt honeſt and 


virtuous rulers and magiſtrates muſt be ford by 


conſtraint to demit, and others to prevent the 
lofing of their lives, honours and eſtates; or elſe, 


to gain more wealth and honour, and authority, 


muſt concur with him, and diſſolve ſuch a go- 
yernment. 
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The matter being thus, we muſt ſay, that all 227 con- 


Fall introduce ſuch a monarchical government 


into our native country, will commit a crime 


erſons, who for their particular intereſt do wil. n here 


would 
treaſon, 


which afterwards can never be remedied, but like I hi 


Alan's original fin be derived from father to ſon 


crime a 


lone all the 


to perpetuity, and produce ſuch pernicious effects, Ia 
that all the good order and Jaws of theſe provinces, he land 


ſubverted. And ſeeing crimen majeſtatis is pro- 
perly committed againſt the laws of the ſoyereign, 
power, namely either to aſſault the legiſlator him- 


whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, muſt at length be e. in das- 
ger at gnce 
of being 

ubuerted. 


ſelf, or to endeavour to alter the ſoyereign go-—- 


vernment; we muſt therefore conclude, that the 
ſaid inhabitants will by ſo doing make themſelves 
guilty of crimen majeſtatis & perduellionis non 
fluxum ſed permanens in æternum, the molt grie- 
vous, moſt durable and endleſs treaſon againſt 
their country. * . 

To eonclude : We muſt grant that this repub- 
lick of Holland and W:/t-Friefland being deprived 
of their free government by erecting a ſtadtholder 
or captain-general for life, would in a few years loſe 


both the name and appearance of a fret republick, The awed. 
and be changed into a downright monarchical go- fr, ,-,y 


& * 
- 


Fan. 


vernment; which the merchants perceiving, mY the inbabi- 


would leave our country as they have done 
that they might be under a free government. B 
God forbid and divert it, that being the greateſt 


„ avould be 
But likewiſe 
ob Hructea 


worldly herety. 
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worldly miſchief that can befal us; for this coun- 
try, which ſubſiſts by manufacturers, fiſhermen, 
merchants, owners of ſhips, and others depending 
on them, who by this means muſt be all bereft of 
their livelihood, - will become a land deſolate and 
uninhabited, a body without a ſoul, and a lamen- 


table fountain of unſpeakable milcry, 


CH 4 vat" = 
| | The concluſion of the whole book, with a decla- 
ration of the author's deſign, and a caution 


both to the ill and well affected readers. 


Es E my remarks upon the three premi- 
I fed parts of the true political maxims of the. 
republick of Holland and Weſt-Friefland, happen- 
ing to be made publick, tho? very imperfect, un- 
der the title of The intereft of Holland in the year 
1662; and afterwards in the years 1667 and 1668, 
being more carefully peruſed, and more maturely 
N, whole deliberated upon, the reader ought; to be fore- 
concluded warned, that ſometimes the affairs of thoſe reſpec- 
_ his tive, years ought to be adverted to in the reading; 
on, And that my intent was, both in general and par- 
ticular, to ſhew briefly wherein the intereſt of Hol. 
land conſiſts, viz. That as in all countries of the 
world, the higheſt perfection of a political ſociety, 
and in a land by accident labouring under taxes, 
and naturally indigent, as Holland is; there is an 
abſolute neceſſity that the commonalty be left in as 
great 4 natural liberty for ſeeking the welfare of 
their ſouls and bodies, and for the improvement 
of their eſtates, as poſſible. For as the inhabitants 
of the moſt plentiful country upon earth, by want 
only of that natural liberty, and finding themſelves 
every way encumber*d and perplexed, do really in- 
habit a bridewel or houſe of correction, fit for 
none but miſcrable condemned flaves, and conſe- 


quently 


e 
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quently a hell upon earth. Whereas a power of Yar Hol- 
uſing their natural rights and properties for their land i- 
own ſafety, provided it tends not to the deſtruction 5% 
of the ſociety, will be to the commonalty, tho? in Herd 
a barren and indigent country, an earthly paradiſe : 2 irs iu- 
for the liberty of a man's own mind, eſpecially i. 
about matters wherein all his welfare conſiſts, is to 
ſuch a one as acceptable as an empire or kingdom. 

I have likewiſe ſhewn, that ſuch a liberty and Taz e575 


roſperity of the ſubje& does very well conſiſt in vera. 


Holland with the preſent uncontroled power of the - pr —94 
free government, and with none other. * 


So that all good patrio's and true lovers of our I. 
native country, who peruſe this book, are earneſt- 
ly intreated to conſider deliberately whether the two 
moſt weighty points before mentioned, are not 


ſtrongly and ſufficiently demonſtrated. 


But whether, when, and how the particulars 
here treated of, may all at once, or at ſeveral 
times, be ſet about or peruſed, was not my inten- 
tion in the leaſt to direct. For the higher powers, De ex- 
whom it only concerns in a republick to conclude . 
of theſe matters, and all politicians know * that I fog 
ſuch things as may be borne with leſs inconvenience 1 
than removed or changed, ought to continue, and the relers 
remain in being. And when fuch wiſe and good 4 =. 
patriots will make any alteration, they mult go by 
degrees, and as far as they conveniently may; yet 
they muſt rather ſtand till, or remain as they are, 
than run their heads againſt a wall. . 
And indeed reformation in political affairs de- 
pends on ſo many, and ſuch various circumſtances, Fu chr 
namely cuſtoms, ti nes, places, rulers, ſubjects, b 

e » JUDJECTS, vorthy of 
allies, neighbouring an foreign countries, that , fue 
ſuch a reformation is either proper, or improper to p- 
be undertaken, according as the ſeveral circum- 

| {tances 


. , ® Mufta facere non oportet cuz faQa tenent, Mules ſcire 


Fauca exequi. 


— 


Efpecially 


in this 
country, 
«where are 
many 
fax and 
prudent 


rulers. 
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ſtances are well weighed, ſuch eſpecially in a free 
republic which is governed and managed by pru- 
dent aſſemblies of the ſtates, venerable city coun. 
cils, and reputable colleges ; in which it would be 
a great preſumption and ſelf. conceit, yea, indeed a 
crime for a private perſon to dare to conclude any 
thing, and in ſo doing to arrogate it to himſelf, or 
to put a hand to that work, which properly and of 


right belongs only to the ſtates of Holland, and 


thoſe that are thereunto authorized, 


If any man ſhould object by way of reply, that 


throughout the whole book I uſe no doubtful pro- 


poſals, but - poſitive reaſonings, and a concluſive 
cogent way of argument: I anſwer, that all mat- 
ters which not only conſiſt in knowing ſomething, 
bur alſo and chiefly in deſiring or oppoſing any 
thing, and which moreover thwarts the prejudices 
and intereſts of many men, neither can, nor ought 


to be otherwiſe handled. For if an angel from 


heaven ſhould propoſe to mankind ſuch matters 


doubtfully and faintly, he would have but little 


audience upon earth, and gain no credit by people 
that have imbibed ſuch prejudices beforehand. So 
that being deſirous of having what I write of ſuch 
matters to be read with conſideration, and ma- 


turely weighed, and to make ſome impreſſion on 


the reader, I have been neceſſitated to uſe this 
manner of writing. And therefore I find myſelf 
likewiſe obliged at the end of this book, when J 


I preſume all hath been read, and duly weighed, 


to declare thus much, and to give this caution, 
that the ſame may be made uſe of for the good, 
and not for the hurt of our native country. 

I ſhall add, that ſuch a circumſpect cenſure of 
the readers is the more requiſite, becauſe I ſhall 
have done much, if in propoſing matters. which 


rrlate to the proſperity of Holland my judgment 


hath in the general been rightly directed: for it 
| would 
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would be incredible, and almoſt above human 
power, not to have err'd and miſtaken in propo- 
fing and relating ſo many ſeveral particular mat- 
ters. But ſince notwithſtanding my aim hath been 
to ſer nothing before you but truth, which might 
tend to the benefit of my native country, I hope I 
have not always ſtrayed, and run into miſtakes. 
God grant that in the judgment of my ſeveral rea- 
ders, and eſpecially thoſe of the lawful magiſtracy, 
and true fathers of their country, I may have come 


ſo near the mark in many things, that my errors, 


which in ſuch a caſe I renounce, may be ſo over- 
looked by them, as they may commend my lauda- 
ble zeal, and be excited to greater matters them- 
ſelves, or may employ others that have more abi- 


lity and leiſure; that by ſuch countenance and fa- 


vour they may be encouraged to write ſomething 
neceſſary for the ſervice of their native country, 
and that more amply, methodically, and ſolidly 
than I have done. If this be effected, I have my 
principal end and deſign, _ . - 3 
But in caſe any reader be ſo ill minded, though 
neither willing nor able to effect ſuch à commen- 
dable work himſelf, as to oppoſe and deſpiſe what 
I have here laid down; let him remember, that I 
deſire nothing of him but to judge of mine and 
other writings with conſideration and circumſpec- 
tion; and that I ſhall be far from ſuch fooliſh am- 
bition as to write an anſwer which would neither 
be ſerviceable to my country, the reader, nor my- 
ſelf : for I intend to follow this perpetual maxim 
during my ſhort and tranſitory life, to make no 
man maſter of my time and repoſe but myſelf, and 
particularly never to grant or yield ſo much to any 
ill deſigning perſon, as for their ſakes to fall into 
troubleſome, contentious and unprofitable ſcrib- 
ling. For whether my errors be truly diſcovered, 
5 ar 
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Part itt, 
or peeviſhly and falſely laid to my chatge, the fe- 
veral readers muſt be the judges. 


Farewel, and remember this ſaying, * It is the 
duty of a good citizen, to preſerve and defend the 
common freedom of his native n as * ag 
in him lies. 


mei civis, eft-liberum weine la toe desen 
mutatum velle. 
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